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NEW SOCIALITE SHOW BIZ 





Here’s What Happens at an Executive 
Session of a Joan Crawford Fan Club 


+ 


By MARIAN SQUIRE 
A type of lunacy rapidly spreading 
in this country transformed the 
basement of Loew’s Lexington the- 
atre (N. Y.) into a combination 
temple of worship and violent ward 
of a nuthouse, last Friday (17). Oc- 
casion was a meeting of the Joan 
Crawford Fan Club, attended by 
some 120 New York members and 
one from  Philadelphia—on the 
promise that Miss Crawford, herself, 

would put in an appearance. 
Hysteria of the worshippers, who 
range in age from teens to early 
20's, grew as the magic moment ap- 





proached. Suddenly, without warn- 
ing, their idol appeared. Miss | 
Crawford slipped into the hail quiet- | 
ly and took a seat at the rear. This | 
was the signal for pandemonium to| 
break Ioose. Chairs, tables and club} 
members were overturned in the 
scramble to reach their idol’s side. 

Miss Marian Dommer, founder of 
the society, took matters in hand 
while the guest of honor was still 
intact, and escorted her to the Craw- 
ford ‘shrine’ at the front of the hall. 

Behind a table on a small rostrum, 
the ‘shrine,’ was a huge banner w-ti 
four foot letters, ‘Joan Crawford,’ 
photographs of her in various sizes, 
and a gown she wore in ‘The Bride 
Wore Red.’ 

The clashing of a couple of eye- 

(Continued on page 52) 


NO HUSBAND TO MAR 
ANNABELLA’S ENGLISH 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Annabella, first of the new foreign 
imports to be put to work at one of 
the majors (now starring in ‘The 
Baroness and the Butler’ with Wil- 
liam Powell), has interesting marital 
arrangement with husband, Jean 
Murat, French screen star. He stays 
away from her as long as_ she’s 
shooting film in English, which he 
scarcely speaks, so she won't have 
to speak French and mar her lingo 
for the film. 

Murat left recently on a round the 
world trip from Paris, to rejoin 
Annabella here around the New 
Year. Last heard from, he was in 
Singapore, wiring his wife that he 
was ready to start the last hop to 
Hollywood whenever she advised 
that the pic (just started) was near- 
ing completion, and he could put in 
appearance without breaking thei: 
during-pic-no-see agreement. 





C harlie McCarthy Doll 


Paces Xmas Toy Sales 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
With for Charlie McCarthy 
loll, even though priced up to $10. 
making it favorite gadget of season. 
show business has originated biggest 
toys for last three years. 


sales 


selling 
Buck 
led 
nm so 
im 1956 
dvmuny 


in 1935, Shirley Temple 


and this year the McCarthy 
is paced ahead. 





Musicians’ Fate 


Wilkes-Barre, 

Musicians, many 
permanently idle 
passing of stage 
area, are ‘chiming’ it 
department stores for Christ- 
mas. Bill Christian, former 
Gaiety and Ritz percussionist, 
is working on an outdoor plat- 
form at Pomeroy’s, and five 
other stores are using either 
pianists, fiddlers or flutists for- 
merly in theatres. 

Boston Store only em- 
porium of size not using music- 
kers as lures, having installed 
an electric organ (played by 
the salesman), 


Dec 
of 
because 
in this 
in local 


them 
of 


shows 


is 














Rovers picture gun and toys | 
dolls. | 
cond place this year, wowed ‘em | 





Reservations 
For Big Nite 
Awfully Slow 


ain’t swingin’ 
New Year's eve 


52d street 
these days. Those 
reservations are by no means jam- 
min’ in. Unless there’s a sudden 
spurt, it'll be a come-as-you-go basis. 
as the sole salvation to pick up the 
whoopee night easy money. 


joints 


Hotels and flashier spots in N. Y. 
are getting the reservations, but 
there’s no. panic there either, al- 


though all expect a pickup to bolster 
the general average 

Some really fancy souvenirs wil} 
be the thing this year, that being the 
supposedly q.t. come-on to hypo mat- 
ters. Anyway, that’s usually a lure 
for that element among the femmes 
who seem to want to be taken places 
of a New Year's eve. 

Cleveland, Dec. 21. 

Because of business recession, 
which is hitting large steel industries 
in northern Ohio, most of the class 
dance-and-dine are cutting 

(Continued on page 53) 


spots 


Coast Burnup Over Rose 





A LEAGUE 
to OIG BLU. 


UNI 
LL 


But Plenty of Angles—Dow- 
agers and Local 








| 


Wall- | 


flowers Among the Par-| 


ticular Headaches 


THE CAVIAR CIRCUIT 


New show circuit, employing only 





|the socialite creme de la creme— 
debs, dowagers, scions, et al.—has 
; been developed by Jerome H. Car- | 
gill (vaude knew him as Jerry) 
|since he quit Broadway to stage 
Junior League Follies and kindred 
jamateur theatricals for socialites. 
With a crew of 12 director-arrang- 





ers on the road, Cargill has built up 


a route of 80 annual dates, at aboui 
$2,500 per, which call for his organ- 


izing and staging local J. L. shows 
in as many towns. Works on a 50-50 
basis up until $2,500 for ayerage two 
performances with $500 per show foi 
each additional delivery. Only pay- 
off for Cargill is initial investment 
in costumes and scenery which is 
used for all, with minor variations, 
eer on page 53) 


JERSEY TUNNEL 
MAY HURT 
CONEY 





be material- 
vehicu- | 


Jersey parks figure to 
ly aided by New York’s 


new 


lar tunn¢l, extending from 38th 
street, Manhattan to Weehawken, | 
N. J., which opens for trafiic today | 
(Wed.). Althouth a companion tube | 
will not be ready for several years, | 
new artery will relieve the traffic} 


through the Holland tunnel and over 

the George Washin@ton bi 
Palisades Park can now be 

within 10 minutes of midtown N, Y. 

through the new tunnel. Cla 

playground is only 15 minutes av 

ywver the westside exn hicthway 

) 


and the bridge. Columbia Park 


y9ther Jersey resorts can no b 
» . | 
Bowl Ducat Freezeout | reached much more quickly than 
Hollywood, Dec. 21, | Coney Island and other Long Island 
First class scandal is brewing ove iaieaiiaian — : 
he ket ituation for the Ros 
Bowl game. Everybody's up in|] JESSE OWENS’ NITERY 
arms over the freezeout. On dis Cleveland. De ry 
tribution of some 90,090 ducats, each| Jesse Owens. world’s tra », 
California alumnus draws six and] jg. going into the nitery field as a 
the sludent body accounts for an-] ideline. Colored runne 1 ~wrew 
oiher 10,000. Small batch went tol up here is buying a Harlem spot near 
Alabama and the Tournament of} pis home and plans to open it fo 
Roses committee was given 3.590. New Year’s Eve. | 
Blowolt came when high city Of-| Intends to direct his own orches- 
ficials had their checks retucned and! tra, foliowing up idea of h ! t 
i\dvised of the sellout Posadena band tour. Owens atso promoting a 
(Continued on page 59) | touride basketball team. 
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Newsreel Shots of Panay Incident 
To Have Wide Diplomatic Import 





Tuning In on Nifties 


Chicago, Dec. 21 
Sudden jump in demand or 
hearing aids when local hous 
played comedy features had op- 
erators thinking deaf were a 
cheerful lot until they discov- 
ered differently. 
Investigation showed the town 


smarties were using headsets 
so lines ordinarily covered by 
audience laughs wouldn’t be 
missed. 











20) Theme Songs 


Submitted For 
N.Y.’s 39 Fair 


There have been 200 theme songs 
offered New York’s World’s Fair 
1939, according to John Golden, who 
as chairman, addressed the advisory 
committee on entertainment, during 
a luncheon tendered by Grover A. 
Whalen at the Fair Grounds Thurs- 
day (16). 
is but part of 


The flood of pop numbers 
7,000 proposals of one 
kind or enother already tabulated. 


Alluding to the fair as the ‘world 
»f tomorrow,” Whalen, the  fair’s 
president, said tnat the building 
schedule was one month ahead of 


iime and it was expected to maintain 
that leeway so that completion would 
| be reached March 1, 1939. That will 
30 days of previews. Thus 
the show crowd present was advised, 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Motion pictures taken by Norman 


Alley and Eric Mayell, cameramen 
for Universal and Fox Movietone 
newsreels, of bombing and sinking of 
Gunboat Panay near Nanking, were 
rated of such importance to U. S. 
officials that they were transported 
from Shanghai to Manila by U. S. 
Destroyer Steward. 3y speeding 
them there by this means, pictures 
will catch the China Clipper for San 
Francisco in Manila, arriving in 
America Dec. 27 or 28. Present con- 
troversy as to just what occurred 
when the Panay was attacked by 
Japanese planes, and what occurred 
as the gunboat was sinking and crew 
with others were quitting ship, pos- 


sibly will be disclosed in these films. 





Alley, who is accompanying the 
pictures back to U. S., is credited 
with having a_ rather comple.e 
yhotographic record of entire af- 
fair, actual footage running from 
3,000-5,090 feet. Universal camera- 
man is suffering from a wound in 
shoulder resulting from being hit 
vy a piece of shrapnel that landed 


near the Panay, and was reported on 
board the U. S. Navy destroyer as in 
bad physical condition. 

Mayell also is reported to have ob- 
tained excellent pictures of Japanese 


(Continued on val 50) 


Atlantic City Doesn’t 
Want the ‘Cheapskate’ 
Patronage It Attracts 


Atlantic City, Dec 
Insistence of City Commissioner 
Cuthbert that the resort ‘take a holi- 


day’ from attracting people here, 
junk i's press bureau, and give i's 
$100,090 publicity fund over to the 


hiring of a few more cops, has the 
amusement and hotel interes‘s of 
the cily in an uproar. This is the 


(Continued on page 50) 
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More Anti-Trust Suits Filed This. 


Year Than at Same Time in 1936 


—___—— + 


Influx of 
majority of which are filed under the 


costly damage suits, a 


new peak in the industry during the 


last few weeks. Virtually all dam- 


age actions are filed by small exhibi- 
tors who seek triple damages for 
alleg 1 failure to get product or be- 


ing allegedly mistreated by major 
companie: 
Check this week revealed that the 


courts are flooded with approximatel) 





100°; more such exhib damage suits 
directed against principal distri- 
bution companies than at the same 


time last year. No particular locality | 
has been afiected by this increase 1n | 
litigation. 


Case after case, recent survey | 
showed, brought to the attention of | 
major legal lights were 
which came up for consideration 
under the NRA Code Authority 
Peculiar part is that the Code 
Authority, when it was operative, | 
heard all testimony on both sides, | 
went into all details and then decided 
that the exhibitors. were not entitled 
to any relief. Peculiarly enough these 
same exhibitors, even in the face of 
this, are striving to collect although 


in situations | 


there has been no change in the 
zones since the NRA acted on the 


alleged grievances. 

Aside from the time and expense 
to film company legal departments, 
every time a civil complaint is 
brought to the attention of the De- 
partment of Justice, it means that 
the Federal government must spend 
thousands to probe the alleged com- 
plaint. 

Attitude of some exhibs, as ex- 
pressed to exchange managers not 
involved, is that there is always a 
chance of winning some money from 
the picture companies, and that even 
if he loses the action, he can go back 
and demand the old basis for re- 
ceiving product. Exhibitors figure 
there is little to lose, aside from 
attorney fees, and often they take 
such cases on contingent status or 
percentage of damages secured. 


U Branch Mgrs. 
On N. Y. Visit To 


Meet New Execs 











Universal district and branch man- 
agers in the distribution division, 
called to New York over the week- 
end to meet William A. Scully, in- 
coming sales head, Nate Blumberg, 
new president and John Joseph 
who’s been appointed advertising- 
publicity director, returned to their 
respective cities Monday (20). The 
meetings, held Saturday and Sunday 
(18-19), were largely for the purpose 
of getting acquainted and to broadly 
discuss future sales plans for U. 
Scully, cleaned up with Metro, goes 
On a vacation over the holidays. 


Meantime, salesmen in the New 
York branch, handling New York as 
well as New Jersey business, are off 
also on two week vacations. They 
return to their posts Jan. 3. Joseph, 
whose home is in Chicago, goes there 
for the holidays, also returning to 
New York, Jan. 3. 


During the past week Paul Gulick. 
ad-publicity director, with U 24 
years; Joe Weil exploitation head: 
Eddie Bons, assistant to James 
Grainger for years, and R. V. An- 
derson, newsreel executive, turned in 
their resignations. 





Sidney Singerman, sales contact 
executive at the h.o., who grew up 
with Universal, remains with the 


company, reports to the contrary be- 


ing incorrect. 


Further realignment of home of- | 


fice forces for Universal last week 
added another RKO executive, this 
time John E. Joseph, divisional di- 
rector of RKO theatres advertising- 
publicity in Chicago. He is new 
advertising - publicity - exploitation 
chief for U, taking charge late la.t 
week. 

Resignation of P. D. Cochrane 
from ad-publicity-exploitation post 
started a series of resignations at 
Universal. 

\ (Continued on page 23) 


Le Roy’s Speedup To 
Outdistance Germs 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
slashed the 


Mervyn LeRoy has 
shooting sked on ‘Food for Scandal’ 
at Warners from four weeks to 
three to be that Carole Lom- 


bard stays through the show. 


Comedienne was shots to 


given 


noculate her against chicken pox 


and should the ailment develop 


would have to leave the picture 


Fernand Gravet tops the cast with 


her. 


Pix Biz Taking No 


Position on the Mae 


West Radio Matter 


While protests continue over Mae 
West's Dec. 12, 


under no circumstances will the mo- 


radio appearance 


tion picture industry take any official 
stand. It is also indicated in N. Y. 
that when film stars are on the radio, 
they are on their own. 

Though some comments 
that the West broadcast was unfor- 
tunate, many heid it 
matter for those involved in the pro- 
gram to shoulder the responsibility 
One industry spokesman said that 
radio and radio advertisers have a 
direct responsibility to the public 
with their broadcasts just ‘as we 
have this same responsibility in ail 
of our picture productions. He also 
stated that eventually radio must 
assume this responsibility in its re- 
lations with the public, its listeners.’ 

Experience of the film business to 
date has been that individual com- 
panies have been able to exercise 
virtually no control over their stellar 
players as to airways appearances or 
decide what they can or can’t do on 
network shows. Even when signa- 
tured to specific contracts, binding 
them regarding radio work, such 
have been found unenforceable. 

Mae West's deat with Paramount 
for three weeks of personals, includ- 
ing Boston, Chicago and Detroit, is 
now cold. Like last year, the star 
and the theatre group could not get 
together on final terms, though the 
dates were tentatively set to start 
Jan. 6 in Boston. 


Deal never included New York, 
the Paramount deluxer there being 
committed too far in advance on 
band bookings. 


woe 
was 


strictly a 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Fred Allen, 

Pat Casey. 
Savington Crampton, 
Henry Fonda. 
Murray Grabhorn. 
Portland Hoffa, 
Emily Holt. 

Louis Hyman. 
Aben Kandel. 

Jock Lawrence. 
Sol Lesser. 
Beatrice Lillie. 
Ethel Merman. 
Harry Rapf. 

May Robson. 
Charles Ruggles. 
Edward Shanberg. 
Sylvia Sidney. 
Kay Van Riper. 
Peter Van Steeden. 
Franchot Tone. 
Harry Von Zell. 
Richard Wallace. 
Walter Wanger. 
Pat Weaver. 

Louis Weitzenkorn. 
Patricia Wilder. 
Vera Zorina. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Douglas Fairbanks, Sr. 
James A. Fitzpatrick. 
Zac Freedman. 
Leonard Goldstein 
Nat Harris. 

Lou Irwin. 

Auriol Lee. 

Albert Lewin 
Claudia Morgan. 
Clifford Odeis. 
Monte Proser. 








Paul Gulick, director of | 


Herbert T. Silverberg 
Jules C. Stein.- 


among | 
| picture executives was to the effect 


—_— 





Joins the Elite 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Metro handed Speneer Tracy 
a new ticket last week at a take 
exceeding $5,000 weekly. 
Player also draws a new 
dressing room with a star on it. 











A BROADWAYITE 


Par May Also; 





Jackie Cooper’s P. A.’s 
: ’ 
With Mono’s ‘Streets 
Jackie Cooper is coming east for 
his first vaudates in three years. 
Curtis & Allen agency is booking 


? . 
{On some of his appearances he will 

. personal along with the showing of 

‘ his latest pic, ‘Boys of the Streets’ 


By MR. JACK OSTERMAN 
(Courtesy Warner Bros. & Himber) 
This jis the time of the year when 
the telephone operator’s ‘hello’s’ are 
sweeitel her ‘wrong numbers’ so 
| celightful you don’t want the right 
ones the elevator boys’ ‘floor, 


please, and watch your step’ softer 


and politer, while the room clerk 
ipologizes all over the joint for 
sending the house detective up by 
|mistake Iast month, end the house 
|dick admits profusely that every- 


} 


thing he did 
was a mistake. 
| The hotel] doorman bows to you 
| more often than Eddie Leonard did 
|in his prime, and the entire hostelry 
|ssems to be at your beck and call. 
| Incidentally, hotel doormen always 
lremind us of a ‘Student Prince’ 
chorus boy on his way to a finale. 
| Have the Shuberis got the conces- 
sion? 


during the past year 


We happen to live at Joe Sullivan’s 
Windsor Hotel, right off of Rosoff’s 
Boardwalk, formerly 6th Ave. Sug- 
| gested theme song for said boule- 
| vard, ‘Rivets, Stay "Way From My 
|Door!’ So far we have asked about 
150 of the workers on the new sub- 
way just where it is going and they 


jall answered, ‘We don’t know, we 
istop digging at 52nd Street.’ Brob- 


| ably if it turns out to be a hit up to 
| there, Sam will take up their option 
| for another 20 blocks. 

| Understand Metro is making a deal 
ito produce ‘The Road to Mandalay.’ 
| Why not write a detour to the thing 
and make.a short out of it? 


We caught the Ed Wynn show 
again. We wanted to hear Arlen’s 
tunes and Harburg’s lyrics once 
more. You've gotta see that show 


twice to understand the lyrics, and 
speaking of ‘Yippie’ Harburg, as we 
of the musical literati so coyly call 
him, we had dinner with him and 
Harold Arlen the other night. Fine 
meal, consisted of 22 satirical catch 
lines and three obbligates. Harburg 
was in a hurry as he felt some new 
snappy conceiving coming over him. 
If you have seen the billing in front 
of the Winter Garden you will note it 
reads, ‘Hooray For What?’, conceived 
by E. Y. Harburg, which is the Mc- 
Coy even if W. W.’s girl Friday says 
Minnelli...And for some unknown 
reason the Messrs. Shuberts kept 
that grand score off the air, and 
wouldn't let it be broadcast. Prob- 
ably for fear they’d wake up some 
morning and find two or three song 
hits on their hands! 


We don’t know what all the fuss is 
about the Mae West broadcast. ..per- 
sonally we found it just as bad as 
other programs...but don’t get us 
wrong, we loved Proctor’s Fifth Ave- 
nue (with Richman at Mae’s piano). 


Shaw and Lee are busy this week 
doubling from backstage of Loew’s 
State to in front of the stage door. 
We wish them luck on their new 
radio job. 

Thoughts White Thinking 

Why not call it, Cafe Souse-ciety 
of Caphoney Society...now then, we 
hope that puts an end to all the 
derivations...cut Xmas cards from 
| Sophie Tucker and Rudy Vallee as- 
| sisted by his dog...we didn’t get one 
|from Bill Gaxton, but saw one on 
| the cuff...very clever, 


| Wonder how they get a ‘mike’ low 
| enough for Skelsky to broadcast? 
| Things aren't tough enough, there's 
'a guy Bob Berger who runs the 
Chambers Delicatessen on 57th and 
6th, and ad libs swell material with 
any order over 59c. 


Tip to stage door johnnies, try the 
nurses’ exit at Medical Arts... same 
address as above...thraugh those 
portals pass the most beautify) hypo- 
injectors jn the world. 

Why do barbers always sharpen 
their razors en the customers time 
and how many cuticles make a good 
hang-nail? 
| Wouldn't it be great if Eddie Rob- 

inson did ‘The Life of Paul Mun:?’ 
Jerry Mann saw a. jockey rushing 








(Mono). 

Opening at the State, Hartford, 
week of Dec. 30, Cooper will then 
successively play the Shubert, New- 
ark; Folly, Brooklyn, and the Globe, 
Bridgeport. 


Civil Liberties 
Union Opposes The 
| Fingerprint Idea 


Opposition to the campaign for 
voluntary fingerprinting for which 
showman—Police Commissioner L. 
M. Rubens went to Hollywood last 
poling 

ican Civil 
stated in 








Liberties Union, it 
N. Y. 

Spokesman for the Union indicated 
that the organization regarded at- 
tempts to fingerprint the Hollywood 
colony as one step in the national 
campaign to fingerprint everybody. 
and that it was ‘the rrst step toward 
bringing about a totalitarian state.’ 
Also indicated by the Union that ‘it 


was 


of labor union agitators easier.’ 

N. Y. officers of the ACLU wired 
A. L. Wirjin, counsel for the organiza- 
tion in Southern California, regard- 
ing the moves and intend to follow 
up with appeals for opposition by 
the Screen Actors’ and Screen 
Writers’ Guilds. 

Book and Magazine Guild in N. Y. 
through its Civil Liberties Committee 
has sent protests to Louis B. Mayer. 
Adolph Zukor, Jack Warner, Darryl 
Zanuck and Will Hays opposing their 
meeting with Commissioner Rubens, 
of the International Identifications 
Commission. 





SAILINGS 

Jan. 4 (New York 
Alexander Korda, 
stone (Berengaria). 

Dec. 28 (Nassau Cruise), Harry 
Scharf Orch., Woods Miller, Marion 
Saki, Pauline Alpert, Virginia Dun- 
worth, Shirley Howard, Rinaldo, 
Fred Craig, Jr., Emily Earle (Beren- 
garia). 

Dec. 21 (London to New York), 
Payne Jennings (Berengaria). 

Dec. 25 ‘(New York to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. Jock Lawrence (Nor- 
mandie). 

Dec. 21 (Havana Cruise), Barney 
Ross, Norma Terris, Zito, Harry En- 
gel, Madge and Lillian, Marion Carr, 
Garland and Chula, Abner Silver 
(Champlain). 

Dec. 19 (Buenos Aires 
York), Manuel Pedro 
(Northern Prince). 


to London), 
Murray Silver- 


to New 
Rodriguez 





to Zanuck to make a test for a photo- 
finish...don’t blame us, we promised 
Jerry. 


Are the Woolworth employees call- 
ing Babs Hutton, ‘The Great Dane’ 
...Thank you John Chapman and 
the same to you...Jack Waldron -ays 
the night he saw Al Shean in ‘Father 
Malachy’s Miracle’ Al received such 
a big reception he forgot himself, 
rushed to the footlights and went 
into two choruses of ‘Gallagher and 
Shean,’ 

And before we wish you all a very 
Merry Xmas we want to say that if 
we have to grow old we would like 
to do it like Georgie Cohan...other- 
wise, to hell with jt! 


+ niente 


will be initiated by the Amer- | 


was a meihod of making blacklisting | 


Metro, UA Vote Xmas Bonuses, 


Others Conserving 





Only two major producer-distribu- 
tors have voted to pay a Christmas 
bonus to employees this year. While 
there is no chance as much .will be 
distributed by other companies as 
last year, some may issue a week's 
salary to lower-bracketed personnel, 
This is most likely with Paramount. 

Employes of L Inc., and 
Metro throughout «.e world will re- 
ceive a bonus of two weeks’ salary, 
if earning $100 or less, this week, 
Year-end: salary’ bonus was an- 
nounced yesterday (Tues.).. Stipula- 
tion is that the two-week 
award, based on amount 
shall not exceed $50. 


eW'S, 


wage 





earned, 


] 

| Home office foreign department 
| employes received .an added surprise 
in the nature of a personal gift from 
| Arthur Loew, head of that 
iment. It consisted of one week's 
salary plus $25 given each for 
| Christmas dinner. This was. in addi- 
| tion to regular company bonus. 

| UA is 
lall of its 


depart- 





week's salary 
including in 


giving. one 
employees 


| home office and the field. taking in 
'all branch workers besides others. 
|} A total of around 750 people will 
| benefit. 

| Twentieth-Fox, which last Xmas 
| handed out the best bonuses of all, 
| is considering something this year 


| but no decision has vet been reached. 
Warner Bros. and Universal did not 
pay any bonuses last yeer and are 
| less likely to do so this Christmas. 


Bonuses by theatre chains, de- 
clared in some cases last year, are 
expected to be passed by virtually 


all operators this season due to un- 
settled conditions and the wisdom of 
hoiding onto surpluses in spite of the 
heavy tax that will have to be paid, 


Afga’s Yule Largesse 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Dr. Ernst Schwarz, prexy of 
Agfa Ansco Corp., announces that 


the company will push out $100,000 
Christmas bonus coin to its employes, 


All workers on the payroll before 
Nov. 1 participate, with amount 
handed out running from hali a 


week's pay to two weeks. 





Kincey & Wilby’s Bonus 


Atlanta, Dec. 21. 


of about 100 theatres which has 
headquarters here and _ picture 
houses throughout Tennessee, Ala- 
bama and both Carolinas, tossed his 
annual Xmas party for house man- 
agers in Birmingham last week. 
Managers were given a bonus of 
three weeks’ salary each, with in- 
structions for Christmas gifts for 
employees in all houses. Banquet 
was tossed at the Country Club, 
Birmingham. 

Wilby brought all managers and 
one guest, usually the wife or girl 


friend at his own expense. In ad- 
dition to the’ cuffo ride, he also 
stands hotel bills, etc. Meetings 


were held all day prior to the ban- 
quet, culminating in the celebration, 





ARRIVALS 


Guthrie McClintic, Katharine Cor- 
nell, Stuart Doyle, Otto Lehmann, 
Lotte Lehmann, Anita Loos, Edith 
Lorand, Sandra Gale, Mr. and Mrs. 
Maurice Eisenberg, Jack Curtis, 
Sonja Tomara, Victor McLaglen, 
Prian Donlevy, Ben Miggins, F. L. 
Harley, Irene Agai, Stephen Szekely, 
Endre de Toth Georges J. Enesco, 
Anita Dorfman, Claude Dampier, 
Billie Carlisle, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Pulitzer, Sam Smith, Lesser Samuels. 
Guila Bustabo, A. P. Herbert, Naialie 
Garson, Philips Holmes, Arthur 
Tracy, Mrs. Norman Thomas, Atf- 
rique, Ben Goetz, Gilbert Miller, 
Victor Saville, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 





Boyer (Pat Patterson), Jerome 
Knight, Mischa Elman. 





Other News of Pix Interest 





U. S. Pix off Jap screens for first 
British and N. S. W. quotas ..... 
Echoes of Mae West broadcast 


ASCAP’S $5,000,000 year 


seer eee 








: 


Shean-Kate Smith, Vallee varieties .. 


time ... Page 12 
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R. B. Wilby, manager of the chain ~ 
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H’WOOD SEES MORE TAXES 
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Odlum Huddles Spitz on Coast: 





Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Floyd Odlum, head of Atlas Corp., 
has arrived from the east for studio 
parleys with Leo Spitz, RKO chief. 

Pair will work over the holidays 
on a permanent studio setup and 
name a successor to Nate Blumberg 
as RKO theatre operations head. 

Bernard Fineman, who returned 
recently after producing in England, 
moves into RKO in a producer berth 





Jan, 3 

He will function as assistant to 
Lee Marcus on moderate budgei pic- 
tures. 

Although Sam Dembow, Jr., re- 


mains the most likely candidate to 
succeed Nate Blumberg as v. p. and 


general manager of RKO’s theatre 
chain, among others reported afte 
the post are Cliff Work, Charlie 
Koerner, Harry Kalmine, Si Fabian 
and Harold B. Franklin. Last- 
mentioned put in a bid for the job 
but is believed to be the longest 
shot of the field, as things stand. 


Any deal reached with Dembow 
would be expected to depend on 
terms as well whether a contract 
would be issued. 

It is possible, also, that although 
Dembow is declared to be seriously 
under consideration for the Blum- 
berg chair in RKO, based on his past 
experience, that the regime may 
favor a promotion from the ranks, 
this inclination on their part having 
been rumored. In that case, unless 
John O'Connor, chain's film buyer, 
moves up to succeed Blumberg, 
Work or Koerner may land. Work 
has long been with RKO but has al- 
ways confined his activities to the 
Pacific Coast. Koerner is highly re- 
garded through his knowledge of 
theatres in the east and because of 
his operating record in New England. 


Doubted that Kalmine would quit 
Warner Bros. to hop into RKO, al- 
though a deal for him might be at- 
tractive, nor is it expected that WB 
would let him go if the company 
could prevent it. He is presently 
operating the Pittsburgh zone of 64 
theatres and is very highly regarded 
‘within Warner ranks on the record 
shown, 


RKO Reorg Postponement 


Consideration of Special Master 
George W. Alger’s favorable report 
on RKO’s reorganization plan has 
been put off once more by consent of 
all parties associated or trying to be 
connected with the affair, when the 
matter was up for hearing yester- 
day (Tues.). The new hearing date 
is Jan, 24, at 3 p. m., before Federal 
Judge William O. Bondy. This puts 
off chances of RKO’s reorganization 
until after spring or nearly. 

If the U. S. government wishes to 
intervene because Fabian Realiy or 
others have raised the constitution- 
ality of the 77b provision of the 
bankruptcy act, Judge Bondy indi- 
cated the government would have 
to make its argument very brief and 
precise. This action of the court is 
indication of how much that alibi 
on the constitutional question may 
ight in the current proceed- 
ings. Edward Hickey, Washington 
resident, who first raised the ques- 
tion, wrote the court that he was 
withdrawing his squawk on those 
grounds. 

The RKO reorganization plan. 
pending an OK by N. Y. Federat 
Judge William Bondy, is illegal un- 
der the laws of Maryland under 
which state the corp. is chartered. 
according to a series of objections 
filed Thursday (16) by attorneys rep- 
resenting a group of Washington 
stockholders, 

Edward J. Hickey, attorney for the 
group, in his papers, alleges, also, 
that the findings of Special Masier 
George W. Alger were contrary to 
the 77B of the Federal bankrupicy 
act He also contends that 
Rockefeller claim was far in excess 





the 
|_a.‘misleading’ 


Picking Blumberg's s Successor 








Rapf, 13 — Metro 
Producer, Adds 3 More 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Harry Rapf, oldest producer in 
length of service on the Metro lot, 
draws a new three-year straight con- 
tract. He is soon to leave on a long 
vacation to South America. 

Rapf came to Metro in 1924 when 
Louis B. Mayer took over command. 


Hulburd Quits 
Goldwyn, Back 





To Satevepost 


follywood, Dec. 21. 


Merritt Hulburd, for three years 
an assistant producer in the Samuel 
Goldwyn organization, came to an 
amicable parting of the ways with 
Goldwyn last Saturday (18) and re- 
signed, effective immediately. He 
returns to his former employers, the 
Saturday Evening Post, in an upped 
executive capacity under Editor-in- 
Chief Wesley Winans Stout. 

Hulburd’s ticket had three and a 
half years to run. Although his pic 
earnings far exceeded his take as an 
editor, he told Goldwyn that when 
it came to making a decision where 
to cast his lifework, he found the 
pull of literature too potent to re- 
sist. He said he reached that con- 
clusion on a trip to Europe from 
which he has just returned, 

During Hulburd's tie with Gold- 
wyn he was assistant in the produc- 
tion of ‘Stella Dallas,’ ‘Dead End’ 
and ‘The Hurricane.’ 


UA BOARD MEETING 
SLATED FOR DEC. 27 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


The first board meeting of United 
Artists after the return of Douglas 
Fairbanks is set for Dec. 27. Ses- 
sion on following day (Tuesday) will 
take up tax mattters and company 
commitments. 

Alexander Korda and Murray Sil- 
verstone plan to leave here Dec. 31 
to sail for London Jan 4, 

Return of Fairbanks to attend the 
UA meeting caused postponement of 
Samuel Goldwyn’s Honolulu sailing. 











Fairbanks 
from abroad 
for the Coast. 


got in Tuesday (21) 
and entrained pronto 


London, Dec. 21. 

Douglas Fairbanks sailed for the 
U. S. last Saturday ‘18) to endeavor 
to arrange a new deal with Alexan- 
der Korda for the laiter’s buy into 
United Artists: Will also confer with 
David O. Selznick regarding the! 
producer staying with UA in pref- | 
erence to a switch to Metro. 


Korda and Murray Silverstone re- | 
main in the U. S. awaiting the actor’s | 


arrival. 


of what it should be and that the | contact in the New 


plan is in violation of the Federal 
law pertaining to the seizure of prop- 
erty without due process of law. 
The Independent Protective Com- | 
mittee of Common Stockholders 
its objections charged that the Rocke- 
feller claim should only amount to 
$55,000 instead of the $9,000,000 sug- 
fested. The committee c'aims the 
plan is based on error, and that the 
Music Hall and the Center thea re 
leases are of no value to RKO as 
claimed by the plan. The committee 
also claims that the records of asses 
and liabilities of RKO were 
fashion. 


kept in| 


AAP AT PERSONAL 
HOLDING CORPS. 


Gov’t Feelers Among Top- 
Bracketed Pix Group— 
U. S. Wants All the Dope 


NO HOLDOUTS 





Hollywood. Dec. 21. 

Looks like a‘higher income tax 
slap at picture people, whose yearly 
earnings are in six figures, is in the 
cards unless the Coast has misin- 
terpreted Government feelers that 
reached Hollywood this week. 

A letter from the Treasury 
partment requests those in 
pay brackets not only 
their respective incomes and ex- 
emptions but to file additional re- 
turns on holdings in tax exempt 
securities, real estate, foreign stocks, 
non-business property partnership 
interests and holdings in business 
from which no income is derived. 

Film execs. smell an opening 
wedge in a drive against holding 
companies’ which many picture 
people formed to ease the Federal 
tax nick, 

Studio execs and top. salaried 
players have instructed their busi- 
ness managers to lay it all out for 
the Government to peruse. 

Behind this move also is seen an 
effort by the government to uncover 
probable manipulation of company 
stocks by officers and directors 
through foreign holding companies. 


SELZNICK-MG 
STATUS QUO 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

With David O. Selznick taking a 
10-day layoff at Palm _ Springs, 
negotiations for the contemplated 
switchover of Selznick-International 
from United Artists to Metro release 
came to a standstill last week. Deal 
chilled temporarily due to a releas- 
ing impasse. 

Selznick said he would talk no 
deals during his siesta and had no 
commitments to chin with Al 
Lichtman. 


So many story difficulties have 
come up over David O. Selznick’s 
idea of making a production based 
on the Associated Press that the 
project seems likely to be abandoned 
completely, especially in view of the 
fact that this feature is Selznick’s 
own venture and not specifically 
owed to United Artists. UA con- 
tract calls for any two pictures that 
Selznick may designate. 

Gene Fowler, Edward Chodorov 
and some others have had cracks at 
the AP yarn with nothing jelling 
from their efforts. 

Chodorov has returned to the Metro 
writing fold following a loanout to 
Selznick. Scrib is now awaiting as- 
i 


De- 
hiaher | 
to report on 








CHAQUREAUX HOSTS 
FOR SELZNICK INN. Y. 








Myron Selznick’s agency's social 
York office is 
Julien St. Charles (betier known as 


Jack) Chagureaux. He's Social Reg- 


ister, etc., but not new to the agenc oi 
| field, having been around the 10°, 
in | biz for some time. 
| Social contacting to squire visit- 
| ing Selznick clients is the least of it. 


however, as he’!l also ass 
| Bernie, new N.Y. manager, on | 
| radio, etc. 
| Danny Winkler from the Holly- 
wood office will continue east until 
Feb. 1 or thereabouts. 

Another Park avenoo 10% er is} 
Bruce Powell of Wilson, Powell & 
+ Heyward agency, chiety on radia. 








t Herman | 


+> 





Bogart Rogers Made 
| Paramount Producer 





Hollywood, Dec. 21 
Bogart Rogers has been 
producer at Paramount. He served 
Par as story aide to William LeBaron 
before boost. 
Writer was a producer once before 
for 20th-Fox before joining Par lot 


Par Sales Meet 
To Coincide With 


‘Buccaneer Preem 


made a 














Paramount will hold a mid- 
season’s sales meeting New 
Orleans the first week in January. 
timing it in connection with the 
world premiere at the Saenger there 
of ‘The Buccaneer,’ slated for Jan. 7. 
Present plans also call for the con- 


verging at New Orleans of various 
Paramount thea.vre operating execu- 


in 


the south. 

Additionally, Par is hosting repre- 
sentatives of the press and others on 
a trip from New York to catch the 
‘Buccaneer’ opening, reservations be- 
ing planned for departure from 
N. Y. by train Jan. 5. 

In addition to the 11 district sales 
managers who will attend sales ses- 
sions in New Orleans, distribution 
executives from the h. o. will go 
down, including Neil F. Agnew, who 
will preside at meetings, Charlie 
Reagan, Joe Unger, Herman Lorber. 
Arthur Dunne, Jr., Bob Giliham and 
possibly J. B. G. Frawley. 

Plans for Par’s annual theatre con- 
vention, to be held later in the win- 
ter or early spring, have not yet 
been set. 





New Orleans, Dec. 21. 

Paramount associate 
producer, will arrive here on Dec. 
26 to make arrangements for the 
world premiere of ‘The Buccaneer.’ 
Cecil B. DeMille will plane in the 
following week and is scheduled for 
several luncheon addresses as well 
as a network broadcast from here. 
He will then take command for the 
opening at the Saenger on Jan. 7 

Akim Tamiroff is expected to be 
on hand. Dorothy Lamour, local 
girl who made good, is also ex- 
pected to attend pre-em, 


EIGHT COS. FORK OVER 


Bill Pine, 








Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


City and county tax bite for six 
months on eight picture companies 
amounted to $598,204. Metro paid 
top coin, $178,468, with 20th-Fox sec- 
ond with $163,440. Columbia kicked 
in with $89,334. 





Others forked over as follows: 
Paramount, $29,868; RKO, $59,949: 
Universal, $46,635; Harold Lloyd 
productions, $19,564. 


Total 


$2,000,000. 








WB Slate: Reelected 
All officers of Warner Bros., head- 
|}ed by Harry M. Warner as president, 
| were re-elected for another yea 
| esterday (Tues.) at a meeting of the 
board, 
| Al-o re-elected were all 
the Stanley Co. 


officers ot 
of Ameritas. 


$598,204 IN TAXES 





tives and partners, notably those ir | 








tap, exclusive of state and | 
federal tax, expected to hit around | 
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Metro's Insistence on % Is Holding 
Down Its Midwest Contract Total 


Chicago, Dec. 21 
Survey of the picture contracts 
signatured since the beginning of the 
film selling season reveals that in a 


single 


season Metro went from first 


position to last, in the number of 
accounts signatured by this time. 


Taking its place at the head of the 
sales procession is 20th Century-Fox, 
which has been sold out completely 
for several weeks, Fox is consider- 
ably ahead of its nearest rival on the 
number of possibilities sold at this 
time 

This follows the excellent box-of- 
fice results of the 20th-Fox pictures 


this past season, especially in the 
neighborhoods, and the fact that 
20th, for the most part, was content 


to signature deals on practically the 
same terms as last season. 

Following closely on the number 
of deals sold are Paramount and 
Warner Bros. both of whom are run- 
ning about the same pace they set 
last year. Bunched beneath these 
are United Artists (which is doing 
exceptionally well this season in 
sales), Universal and Columbia with 
RIXKO and Metro towards the rear in 


the number of accounts, 
Metro is experiencing difficulty 
due to its continued insistence on 


percentage flickers, asking for 25% 
sharing arrangements on pictures, 
Also is refusing to swerve much 
from its deals made last year, which 
were admittedly the highest general 
contract deals ever made around 
here on season's contracts for any 
product. Exhibs are generally hold- 
ing off from Metro on that basis. 

None of the other exchanges gets 
percentages in the Chicago metro- 
politan area, except for one or two 
pictures in isolated instances. For 
the most part, they’re all straight 
rental deals with the local exhibs 
still determinedly fighting percent- 
age arrangements as much as pos- 
sible, 
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‘Chi Indies Favor 1% Tax Rap 
Cn the Gross Receipts So That 
Big i Houses Bear the Brunt of It 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Indications of a court battle re- 
sulting from the present city coun- 
cil’s evident plan to impose a 1% 
gross tax on theatre business loom 
in Chicago, with the big theatres, 
especially Balaban & Katz, battling 
to prevent such a tax arrangement. 
Imposition of a 1% gross tax on the- 
atre business would zoom taxes for 
the big houses. 

Theatre licenses in Chicago now 
range from $200 to some $1,200 a 
year. Under the 1% setup it would 
send the license fee on some houses, 


+ 





ANOTHER MONUMENT 





Colorado Springs, Dec. 21. 
Spencer Penrose, local capitalist, 
will build a domed, windowless | 
Pantheon on Cheyenne gery 

alongside the Will Rogers Shri 
of the Sun, dedicated last Labor | 
Day. 
Rogers’ 
the oval 


life will be painted eres | 
structure. Mementoes of 





such as the B. & K. Chicago, to 


cago theatre grosses an average of 
$30,000 a week, which means a tax | 
license fee of $300 per week. B. & K 
circuit grosses an average of better 
than $200,000 weekly, which means 
that the circuit will be paying a 
minimum of $2,000 a week or $104,- | 
000 annually for license fees. 

Independent exhibitors are gener- 
ally in favor of this new percentage | 
license setup, even though it wil 
mean the added license charge of a | 
couple of hundred dollars annually | 
to each of them. But they seem to} 
be willing to take on this added 
load if only that the burden on the 
big circuit houses is so much greater. | 

Whether such a percentage license 
fee is legal is the question now be- 
fore the big theatres, which are now 
beginning to claim that such a li- 
cense arrangement cannot be im- 
posed on theatres without being im- 
posed on all businesses alike, and 
that to make the theatres pay 
through such an arrangement with- 
out making all Chicago mercantile 
establishments pay through an iden- 
tical percentage arrangement is dis- 


| comedian, 


hibited in cabinets. 


maybe $15,000 a year or more. Chi- | Plans now being drawn also call 


for the building of a 50-car auto 
parking space on the mountainside 


‘ad the landscaping of a sanctuary | 
‘| park area at the site of the Shrine | 


of the Sun, 


Hollywood, Dec. 21 


Members of the commission to 


|supervise the erection of a ranch 


|house memorial for Will Rogers, 
near Tulsa, conferred here over the 
| week-end with his widow on various 
details. 

State of Oklahoma set aside $200,- 
000 for site to house personal be- 
longings and relics of the cowboy- 
and to serve as a state 
museum, 





Jock Lawrence’s London 


Puff-Up for Goldwyn 





Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


TO LATE WILL ROGERS 


Frescoes depicting scenes from | 


fered by Rogers’ friends will be ex- | 





Ben Goetz’ Coast Vacash 


London, Dec. 21. 

Ben Goetz, Metro production exec, 
sailed for New York last Saturday 
(18) and on arrival there will fly to 
Hollywood to spend Christmas and 
New Year's. Returns immediately to 
London to resume production activi- 
ties, 
| Exee took with him the negative 
| of ‘A Yank at Oxford’ for an 0.0. by 
|Metro heads in Hollywood. Film 
j}had a sneak preview at Luton, 30 
miles from here, one night without 
even the director knowing until an 
hour beforehand where it would be 


shown, 





REELS, UNIONS 


LABOR BATTLE 


Old-fashioned dog fight is brew- 
ing between newsreels and the N. Y. 
photographers’ union, with which 
the newsreels have a_ long-term, 
wage-hour pact. Union holds that 
the newsreels have been careless in 
deciding how far _ jurisdiction of 
union applies to cameramen, and 
newsreels reply that the union has 
been too harsh in laying out ap- 
prenticeship rules for rookie photog- 
raphers. 

Biggest point of controversy is that 
of jurisdiction. Newsreels are in- 
clined to rate a free-lance photog- 
rapher as an independent producer 
when certain shots are obtained from 
him. Union contends that their juris- 
diction over photographers makes 
it compulsory for newsreels always 
to use union lensmen, no matter 
what the subject. 

When newsreels signatured wage- 
hour pact with photographers union 
they inserted an apprenticeship 
clause, believing that 10 years from 
|}now they would need new camera- 


| men though none is required now. 


Sam Goldwyn is sending his pub- | | Present apprenticeship requirement 


licity director, Jock Lawrence, to | 
England to hop up campaigns on 





crimination against one 


the federal courts. 

Twentieth-Fox is splurging on the 
advertising and exploitation cam- 
paign to cover roadshowing of ‘Chi- 
cago,’ the cost to cover advance and 
premiere on the New York run to 
cost $50,000 alone. Campaign for 
New York will serve as a style for 
dates in other cities, as they are set. 

Darryl F. Zanuck is coming east 
to attend the opening. He will be 
feted at a cocktail party the after- 
noon of Jan. 4, hosted by S. R. Kent, 
who is inviting executives of other 
film companies, members of the press 
and friends, and the following eve- 
ning (5) will give a dinner party in 
honor of Zanuck. Tyrone Power and 
Alice Faye, co-stars of ‘Chicago,’ will 
be east at the same time. 

As substitute for the City Coun- 
cil’s demand for tax levy of 1°) on 
admissions, picture operators Sun- 
day formulated plan which would 
increase license fees approximately 
50%. This plan was presented to 


business. | 
This is the question that may go to | 


‘Hurricane, ‘Goldwyn Follies’ and 
‘Adventures of Marco Polo.’ 
Al Vaughan will sit in as head 


j}abroad. Accompanied by his missus, 
Lawrence sails Dec, 25 from N. Y. 


Turn Scribs Loose On 


Par’s Devil’s Island 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Paramount has set ‘Song of Hell,’ 
a story written around the French 
penal colony, ‘Devil’s Island,’ off the 
Guiana coast, with George Raft, 
Georges Rigaud and Akim Tamiroff 
to be featured. 

Story is an original by M. Jean, 
French scrib, and Kurt Siedmak and 
Thomas Monroe are screen playing. 
William LeBaron will be in direct 
charge of production, 


Del Rio-Col. Suit Off 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 














aldermen yesterday (Monday). City 
has asked that the theatres increase 
taxes so that a sum of $120,000 may 


be added to help balance current | 


budget, and this one will give city 
half that sum. Will increase licenses 
from 25% for smaller houses, to 75% 
for big ones. 

Agreement was reached at five- 
hour conference between Aaron Sap- 
erstein, representing the independ- 
ents, John Balaban, of Balaban and 
Katz, and Morrris Leonard, repre- 
senting exhibitors’ association, and | 
two aldermen, William A. Rowan | 
and James J. Grealis. 





Coast Campus Quest 


San Francisco, Dec. 21. 
California, Stanford, St. 


ents in the bay area, along with 
outstanding dramatic talent from! 
local radio. stations, were inter- 


viewed over the weekend by Charle: 


Richards of Selznick-International | 
and Jack Votion of NBC Artists 
Service. 

Richards and Votion are. still 


searching promising screen material | 


for ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
views were conducted at the 
studios. 


Inter- 
NBC 





Al Altman, Metro’s talent execu- 
tive, was in Chicago first of this 
week looking over new faces from 
radio, stage and operatic field, 
up by reps in that city during the 
past five months. Altman is due 
back in N. Y. today (Wednesday ). 

- , 


Mary’s. 
Santa Clara and other campus tal- | 


dug | 


Dolores del Rio and Columbia 
| have settled the studio’s $10,000 suit 
against the player out of court. 

Columbia claimed two _ features 
,;due from Miss del Rio under a con- 
tract, 


| THE CONVINCER 


Marion Davies’ Name Omitted from 
WB Contract List 








Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
New contract list of Warner Bros. 
|omits the name of Marion Davies, 
| confirming reports that the actress is 
; giving up her screen career. 


| Not likely that she will drop out | 


of show business entirely, since it is 
| said that she is now interested in a 
stage play. 





| Benatzky’s Metro Plans 


Vienna, Dec. 14. 
Before proceeding to Hollywood 
to fill his Metro contract, 
| Benatzky will direct ‘His Majesty— 
Private’ for preeming at the The- 
atre an der Wien. 
Although his contract calls for 


an annual European vacation, Ben- 
atzky 


Says he doesn’t intend to 
ake it, at least not next summer. | 
He and Mrs. Benatzky sail for | 
America in January. 





| ‘BANNERS’ TO UNFURL 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Edmund Goulding will direct 
‘White Banners’ at Warners. 


' Preduction is slated to roll Jan. 10. 





Ralph | 


is for five years at $40 per week. 
Many newsreels feel that they 
can't afford to carry a $40 per week 


| helper for anything like that period 
of time. 
| studio puffer during Lawrence’s stay | 


The. rookies can’t make a 
story; hence they are rated only as 
| helpers learning the trade. News- 
| reels say if the limitations were low- 
ered to 12-18 months, or two years 
at the most, this apprenticeship 
clause could be enforced. 

Another thing that burns the union 
is alleged exchange of newsreel clips 
between the five reels though the 
latter deny this practice as a general 
habit. Iocal’s slant, of course, is that 
when one or two cameramen da the 
work of five newsreels by this ex- 
change of clips method, their mem- 
ber photographers miss out on get- 
ting full compensation since suck 
a practice naturally keeps some 
cameramen idle. 

Move to unionize soundmen on 
newsreel crews is just another ember 
tossed on the brewing fire between 
the local and newsreel companies. 


FLAGGING PERLBERG 
BACK TO HOLLYWOOD 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
With production problems piling 
up, Harry Cohn dispatched an S.O.S. 
to William Perlberg for his quick 
return from Europe. 
Perlberg was not due at the stu- 
i} dio until mid-January. 











RKO Laying It On 


Heavy for Disney Pic 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
RKO is putting on the most inten- 
sive publicity and exploitation cam- 
| paign of the season to put over the 
Walt Disney feature, ‘Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs,’ with Ralph 
| Rolan in charge from New York. 
| Eddie Olmstead, studio exploiteer; 
Gregory Dickson, of the Disney or- 
ganization, and 50% of Perry 
Lieber’s crew of flacks are working 
yn the job. 


Ghosting His Own 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Warden Lewis E. Lawes of Sing 
Sing prison was revealed last week 
{as author of ‘Over the Wall,’ just 
completed at Warners. 

Also the scrib’ on ‘20,000 Years in 
Sing Sing.’ Lawes is understood to 
nave exacted an agreement that his 

name would not be used on the new 
pi icture until he had seen and oked 
jit, which was done last week, 





Hollywood Moppets Much Relieved 
As Child-Labor Bill Is Pigeonholed 





Washington, Dec. 2}. 
Government regulation of wages 
and hours was knifed, probably for 
another year, after the motion pic- 


ture industry had dithered about 
possible ban on employment of 
Shirley Temple, Our Gang, Jane 
Withers, Freddie Bartholomew and 
other moppets. 

Heated five-day discussion over 
numerous details, as well as funda- 
mental principles, reached a sensa- 


tional climax Friday night (17) when 
the revised Black-Connery bill 
was shunted back to the House 
Labor Committee. 





before 1939 and. many 
fear it is dead forever. 

Consideration of the measure was 
characterized by incessant wrangling 
which caused widespread confusion 
about what actually was in the bill 
and what industries would be hit. 
Application of the proposed law to 
film business was one of the mosi 
important issues. 

A specific exemption for kid actors 
was written into the bill before the 
tomahawking occurred. After adopt- 
ing several admendments to the 
child labor provisions, the House 
eventually agreed to allow motion 
picture producers to make use of 
youthful talent without regard for 
the restrictions originally suggesied. 
The bill as it came to the House floor 


PENNSY EXHIBITORS 
PROTEST CHAIN TAX 


Philadelphia, Dec. 

Pennsy’s three major. circuits 
joined with owners of chain stores 
throughout the State 








21. 


last week in 
arguing before Dauphin County 
Court, Harrisburg, the illegality of 


the Commonwealth's 
tax rap. 

Biz firms, repped by George Ross 
Hull, chief counsel for American 
Stores Co., maintained that chain 
stores and theatres were not legally 
different from single units operated 
by corporations and were unconsti- 
tutionally singled out by the legis- 
lature, 

State introed Byron P. Parry, in- 
vestigator for Federal Trade Com- 
mish, who testified as an expert wit- 
ness that differences existed between 
chain firms and other enterprises. 
He averred legislature was justified 
in imposing chain tax. 


s new chain-store 





Canton, O., Dec. 21. 
From inside legislative sources, 
understood that a bill about to be in- 
troduced would increase the admis- 
sion tax to 5%. 
Fxhibitors are ready to fight this 
or any similar move, 


Wlmington, Dec. 21. 

Theatre Employes Union, compris- 
ing service workers in houses here, 
named Bayard J. Barnes prez at an- 
nual meeting. Barnes is assistant 
manager of the Aldine. Other officers 
chosen are vice-prez, Hugh Kipp; 
secretary-treasurer, Lawrence To- 
selli; recording secretary, Josephine 
Fritz; biz agent, Merritt Pragg. Jr.: 
exec committee, Margaret Toselli 
and James Jennings: trustees, Frank 
Young, Marie Chalmers and Stanley 
Zebrowsky, 


Kosloff Heads Outfit 
To Produce Pic Tuners 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 





Formation of Maurice’ Kosloff, 
|Inc., headed by the former film 
}actor, was announced last weck, 


with the new corporation planning 
to make pictures on the Universal 
lot backed by local capital. 
Program is not set, but it is said 
will consist of remakes of important 
musical successes. Charles Gould and 
Phil Karlstein will be production ex- 
ecutives in addition to Kosloff. 





Enright Megs Diggers’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Sam Bischoff is slated to roll ‘Gold 
| Diggers in Paris,’ the Warners’ Rudy 
| Vallee vehicle, Jan. 15, and has nom- 
jinated Ray Enright to direct. 

| Scripting job is being handled by 
| Richard Macaulay, Jerry 
| Maurice Leo, 








Even friends of | 
the legislation doubt it wil] come out | 
suppor.ers | 








|; measure was being weighed by 





Wald and | 


had clauses which would have forced 
studios to get specific permission of 
the Labor Department every time 
production was scheduled in which 
a performer under 16 would appear. 

The legislation, which has been a 
sore spot since it first was unveiled 
last spring, is generally believed to 
have been put on the shelf to stay. 


| This outlook results from ‘analysis of 


the 216 to 198 vote by which the 
House recommitted the proposish. 


With party lines sundered, old-line 
Democrats and Republicans linked 
arms with American Federation of 
Labor adherents in support of the 
motion to pigeonhole. Bitterness of 
the fight was so great that Adminis- 
tration leaders are unlikely to risk 
another blowoff with this particular 
measure, 

The setback did not come as a sure 
prise, although New Deal ward heel- 
ers had been confident they would 
be able, on the crucial test, to 
mobilize ample votes to save the bill. 
Ever since last June, when the 
the 
factions 


Labor Committee, various 


|and blocs have been ganging up.on 


miscellaneous features, with the ulti- 
mate idea of killing the legislation if 
their desires were not fulfilled. The 
split between the C.I.O. and the 
A.F. L. intensified the controversy 
and undermined the Administration's 
hold on the huge Democratic ma- 
jority. When a substitute measure, 
backed by the Federation, was ashe 
canned, all of the A.F. L. syme- 
pathizers turned against the Admin- 
istration measure. 





H’wood Breathes Easier 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Film colony was considerably and 
unfeignedly relieved with the de- 
feat of the Black-Connery wages and 
hours bill. Passage of the admin- 
istration measure would have de- 
stroyed at one stroke star properties 
worth literally millions to pie biz 
and huge sums to exhibitors not 
only in this country but throughout 
the world. 

Hollywood was jittery while the 
final battle was in progress in the 
House, not knowing which way the 
cat would jump. Everyone knew 
that all possible measures were bee 
ing taken to save the careers of 
such moppets as Shirley Temple, 
Freddie Bartholomew, Sybil Jason, 
Ronald Sinclair, Jane Withers, and 
many others. 

Charles R. Rogers at Universal had 
a shiver when he realized that the 
Black-Connery bill, as_ originally 
framed, would have snatched away 
his company’s top meal ticket, Dean- 
na Durbin, who entered her 15th 
year only a couple of weeks ago. 

Blow at Future Talent 

Industry leaders agreed that de- 
priving the youngsters of the right 
to work in pictures not only would 
entail a direct monetary loss of a 
vast sum yearly but also would 
strike a worse blow by tending to 
destroy the future talent supply of 
the biz at the source, preventing the 
development of budding talent and 
thus bottling up entertainment in a 
legislative policy really meant to 
produce an entirely different result. 

Hollywood did its part in beating 
back the threat. A flood of tele- 
grams raced back to Washington, to 
California representatives and_ to 
Senator McAdoo demanding at least 
amendments that would protect film 
biz. Louis B. Mayer, it turned out, 
hit the nail on the head when the 
first scare stories came from Wash- 
ington that Congress was going to set 
the age limit on all child labor at 
16 in no matter what industry. 
Mayer said then, ‘Congress will 
never stand for this. Congress has a 
neart and is not going to kill off the 
careers of these aspiring youngsters 
and I feel this result will come out 
at the right time.” 

Their Own Best Defense 

Mayer added that, ‘Probably if a 
trainload of these moppets were to 
be sent on as an exhibit to the law- 
makers, to shaw their health and 
intelligence, this demonstration 
would plead their cause better than 
we could do it ourselves or any 
other agency could. Congress would 
be quick to realize the injustice of 
the planned policy.’ 

He said the solons‘would look 
upon healthy, bright, intelligent 
young Americans, geniuses among 
them, the finest specimens of boy- 
hood and girlhood to be found anv- 
where, being given every educational 


land cultural advantage under the 
most carefully supervised = sur- 
roundings.’ 
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Joan Bennett-Critic Feuding 





Told She Should Have Stayed in Hollywood, Actress 


Sends Cleveland Reviewer Bouquet 


— _ 
Cleveland, Dec. 21. 
Hectic feud developed here last 
week beiween Joan Bennett and 


Windsor Feench, drama crick of the 
Cleveland Press, over the latter’s re- 
view of ‘Stage Door,’ in which the 
actress is star. Scrap reminded play- 
goers with long memories of the tiffs 
carried on with reviewers by Rich- 
ard Bennett, father of the actress. 

French panned both the play and 
Miss Bennett unmercifully, saying 
the star should have stayed in Hol- 
lywood and that she didn’t compare 
with Margaret Sullavan, who created 
the part. Followed up two days of 
pans by writing a piece that the 
actress had demanded a private ele- 
vator at her hotel. 

Miss Bennett sent French a scath- 
ing letter, calling him, among othe1 
the world’s worst critic. He 
prinied it. Last day of the engage- 
ment the ‘Door’ company gave the 
reviewer a farewell salvo by sending 
him a huge basket of posies, which 
the boy carried through 
the crowded city room. 


things. 


messenger 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 
of rebelling in silence at 
damaging newspaper reviews, one 
Pitisburgh exhibitor, John Goring, 
manager of Shea-Hyde Fulton, has 
taken bull by horns to counteract 
opinions local critics. He buys 
extra newspaper advertising space 
in the same sheet in which the 
notice appears to lampasie the no- 
tices. 


This 


Instead 


of 


reissue of 
of the Big House, 
goring burned at review of Harold 
W. Cohen Post-Gazette that said 
‘picture was a stodgy museum piece 
that was good for only one thing, 
and that was to demonstrate how 
much progress Hollywood has made 
in the last few. years.’ Following 
diay. he tripled usual’ space in same 
paper and in bold face wrote: 

. ‘“‘It’s easier to be critical than cor- 
rect’—Disraeli. Read Harold W. 
Cohen's ‘review’ in the Post- 
Gazette, then see ‘Ladies of the Big 


VM eek, 


Par’s ‘Ladies 


playing 


in 


House’ and you will realize how 
asinine newspaper reviews. often 
are.” 


It’s not the first time Goring has 
lambasted the local reviewers with 
paid advertising space. Few months 
a29 he took issue with Florence 
Fisher Parry, of Press, and called 
her to task for an unfavorable re- 
port. Not so long ago he also 
threatened to pull all of his ads out 
% Hearst’s Sun-Telegraph because, 
he charged, Fulton wasn’t getting 
enough art and publicity breaks. 


WB TOPPERS TO MAKE 
PIX AT ENGLISH PLANT 


Hollywood, Dec, 21. 

Following confabs at the Burbank 
studio, decision has been announced 
by Warners to dispatch a number of 
important contract players to the 
Teddington plant with selection of 
those who are to go to be made later. 

Conferences were participated in 
by Jack L. Warner, Sam E. Morris, 
Vice-prez in charge of foreign dis- 
tribution, and Irving Asher, head of 
the Teddington lot. 


Robert Taylor Yawned 


Copenhagen, Dec. 11. 
he reported that Robert 

vawned at her, Columnist 
Henrik Clemmesen is being 
by Alice O’Fredericks, Danish 
Hvectress, on. the 
ridiculing her 

In a Satirical yarn, Clemmesen 
wruie that during a recent visit to 
Ciro, the new Danish night club. 
Taylor was buttonholed by 
directress who gave him a long spiel 
*bout local film conditions. Accord- 


Box 1USs2 
Tavloi 
Carl 
stied 


film 


ring to the columnist's story, Taylor 


ducing a pause turned to a com- 
Ppanion and asked, ‘Who's the blond 
dy who talks so much?’) Whole 
low: 


t laughed at the crack. 


charge of | 


the pic | 


Calling Out the Guard 
Holly _— 
Jeff Lazarus has been 


Dec 


handed 


9} 


produciion assignment on ‘Give Me 


a Sailor’ at Paramount, featuring 
Martha Rave, Bob Hope and the 


United States Army, Navy and Ma- 
rine Corps. 

Elliott Nugent will direct. 
starting date set for March 4 


with 


LIST PIX COS. 
USING PVT. 
SLEUTHS 


Washington, Dec. 21. 
Two major producers were inc!ud- 


ed today in list of several 


hundred | 


j 
| 


| 


the 


; come 


employers emploving detective agen- | 


cies to combat unionization. Catalog 
of clients of prominent film services 
embraced Warner Bros.. 
ban & Katz, and Colonial 
Burlington, N. C. 


theatre, 


No indication of the amounts spent 
for protection, 
breaking. 


espionage or 


Warners 
and RKO 


hired Pinkertons, 
used Burns men, 
North Carolina theatre 
tomer of the Railway 
spection Co 


B&K 
and 
was a 


Audit 


Cus- 


& In- 


RKO, Bala- | 


_+ 


FEVER 
Jf oTOAlts 


acquisition 





tal 











Eastern Story Editors Knoc 


Worrying About Bein 
Scooped—lIt’s All a Bi 
Gamble 


INSIDE STUFF 


By ROBERT REINHART 
Efforts on the part of picture c 
to 


tT 
panies scoop 
of rights 
and plays has developed 
point that 
editors in major 
largely a 
headaches. 

different. on 


other 
to 
to 


eacn 
the book 


such 


companies 
continual 
Situation is 
the Coast. 


series 
not 
This 


mu 


is re 


in the 


a 
Themselves Out More by | 
g 


s 


the job of eastern stors 
has be 


vealed by ex-story editors, in N. Y.. 


who state that scoops, which hay 


e 


no bearing on the intrinsic merit ol 


a story, became almost more in 


portant than the story itself. Easte1 


first than anything else, pictures be 


ing practically the only market 
the world in which the buyer scel 
the seller. It’s even been known fi 


\- 
n 


story editors may meet a lot of in- 
teresting folk, but they have a har- 
| rowing job. 

It’s more important to get there 


in 


yr 


agents to complain about the con- 
stant attention paid them by the 


| Hollywood editors, 


strike- | 


the 


The situation is brought about } 
the desperate need for fiction mat 


rial, major companies being well or- | 


ganized for 

duction 

turns up, nearly all going after 
(Continued on page 21) 


sifting the entire 


Vv 


e- 


pro- | 
and when something good | 


it 


UTING JITTERS 


— 











i ‘Jezebel’ Flagged In 


Hollywood, Dec. 
Wyler will 


21 


William 


‘Jezebel’ 


bring in 
this at War- 
weeks’ shooting, 

Picture has conjured up com- 
parisons among critics with David 
| Selznick’s ‘Gone With the Wind’ due 
to similarity of lead character. 


end of 


ners after 14 


weck 


5 IN WORK, 5 
READY AT 
0-FOX 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
With the start of ‘Six Girls’ under 
|} direction of Norman Foster last 


Thursday (16), 20th-Fox now has six 
features before the cameras and five 
more readied to roll Christmas weck 
studio’s heaviest production — thi’ 
year, 

In now besides ‘Girls’ are 
| ‘Gypsy,’ ‘Shanghai Deadline,’ ‘Sally. 
Irene and Mary, ‘The Baroness and 
the Butler’ and ‘Headline Huntress. 
Others to go this month include ‘Jo- 
sette, Simone Simon starrer with 
Don Ameche; ‘Kentucky Moonshine. 
with the Ritz Bros.; ‘Charlie Chan at 
the Ringside,’ with Warner Oland 
and Keye Luke; ‘Passport Husband,’ 
also un untitled Victor McLaglen- 
Brian Donlevy feature and an un- 
‘ tilled Jones Family film. 


work 
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Writers Guild Retains Entire Slate 
Headed by Prez Nichols; Peace Reigns 


Hollywood, Dec. 21 

Bickering that threatened to de- 
velop over control of the Screen 
Writers Guild fizzled completely at 
the annual election last week and 
the entire slate of officers was re- 
elected, Dudley Nichols emerging 
the unanimous choice for the presi- 
dency. Around 300 SWG members 
voted. 

Session balloted also to continue 
the old executive board and alter- 
nates in office. All reelections were 
by acclaim, with the scribs, afier get- 
ting of] to a tart that prom ed 
some acrimony, untling in a noisy 
love feast 

Charles Brackett remains as vice- 
president, John Grey as treasurer, 


and Frances Goodrich, secretary 


Executive board includes Nichols, 
3rackeit, Grey, Miss Goodrich, Al- 
bert Hackett, Sheridan Gibney, 
Dashiell Hammett, Lillian Hellman, 


Brian Marlow, Jane Murfin, Dorothy 
Parker, Samson Raphaelson, Morrie 
tyskind, Donald Ogden Stewart and 
Edwin Justus Mayer. 
Philip Dunne, Borris Ring 
Lardner, Jr., Frank Partos, Tristram 
Tupper and Anthony Veiller. 
Following the 


Alternates are 
Ingster, 


meeting, members 


of both the conservative and left- 
wing grouvs in SWG insisted that 
periect harmony rules in the body 


and that a united front be presented 
when the various wriler squabbles 
pending before the producers come 
up to be ironed out. Basic 
ment which the scribs will 
is fast nearing completion, Ralph 
Block, code commiitee chairman, 
told his colleagues, adding that the 
clause to which most importance is 
attached is that calling for the Guild 
shop. 


agree- 
demand 


Frank Tuttle, attending as repre- 
sentative of the Screen Directors 
Guild in the absence of Frank 
Capra, told the writers that the meg- 
gers will gladly act in ‘concert with 
SWG in obtaining what both are 
principally after, producer recogni- 
tion. Robert Montgomery, president 
of the Screen Actors Guild, sent a 
telegram also pledging cooperation 
toward common objectives. 

Members were handed synopses of 
the proposed amended constitution 
of the Authors League of America 
providing for completing SWG au- 
tonomy, with SWG operating ‘as a 
separate independent unit under its 


own name,’ also the per canita anu- 


nual tax halved from $10 to $5. 


Ted Healy Dies of A 


Heart Attack on Coast; 
Was Suddenly Stricken 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Ted Healy, of stage and screen, 
died suddenly early yesterday morne- 
ing (21) of a heart attack at his 
Beverly Is home, efforts to revive 
him with oxygen tanks failint. He 
had apparently been in good health 
He was around 45 and leaves a 
widow as well as a son born to the 


| Healys only last Friday (17) 


Healy, under contract to M ‘tro, 
had recently completed a role in 
‘Love Is Headache’ for that studio. 

| He came to Metro in 1933 afier a 


prior feature, ‘Soup to Nuts’ for an- 


other studio and appearances in two- 


reel comedies for Hal Roach. Since 
joining Metro, Healy had played 
comedy parts in 13 pictures. 
| Born in Houston, Tex., Healv re- 
| ceived his’ education in New York 
but instead of taking up law. fer 
Which he had studied. he went on 
the vaudeville stave Discovered by 
| Paul Demovsey in an obscure vouve 
cate in Brooklyn. he later ber e 
1 headliner on Keith and other cire- 
cults, booked throuvh the Fronk 
| Evans office with which Demneev 
vas a ciated Healv is credited 
with be nga pioreer in the develon.- 


} 


| 


| ment of stoores. In addition to vaude- 


ville and pictures, the comedian a 


De 
peared in numerous legit shows 
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Lefty Advs. SRO When New Seats 








Don't Arrive; Spies’ Eyes Bulge’ 





By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., Dee. 21. 


Dear Joe: 


Those two guys are still hanging around town like a couple of holly 
wreaths and they avoid me like I was the income tax collector. There 
is no doubt they are looking for a spot for an opposition theatre to us, 
because they still got that sneaky look that only an exhibitor has when 
he is talking to a checker or planning something. 


I don’t mind telling vou 
orried and I can’t even sleep when it’s time to get up. 

talk with Aggie and she said the only thing we can do is 
theatre and put in good shows so that if they open up they 
So I ordered new seats; ours were almost worn out 
sitting through the 


they got me \ 

I had a long 
to tix 
won't have a chance. 
from the patrons 
we've been having. 

I took out the seats and the salesman told me they would have the 
seats in that day. Well, they didn’t arrive so all I could do was to put 
up a sien, ‘Sianding room only.’ You shoulda seen the look on those two 
guys’ faces when they saw that. At that I don’t think the people would 
have minded standing up if the pictures were any good. 

They scnd me piciures full of whimsy. Aggie sez what the pictures 
need is whamcy instead of whimsy. I ran a technicolor picture; that is, 
it once was a technicolor but by the time I got it the only color in it was 
in the title. The exchange told me it was a sleeper; well all I can say 
is that it should never have been awakened. Everybody walked out on it; 
the only ones left in the theatre were me and the cat, and the cat had to 
The kittens are lucky they haven't 


up out 
h 


squirming in ’em while pictures 


new 


because she just hed some kittens. 
got the:r evcs open yet. 

Everybody around the place is nice to me these days—Vic, Florence. 
Beulah, Fred and Aggie. It’s the Christmas spirit in the air; anything I 
say they laugh at and never get sore. They remind me of a lot of deck 
hands on pack-up night. Even Herman, the operator, spends more time 
in the lobby with me than he usually does. 

Aggie is knitting gloves and mufflers for all the boys. 
ber of Commerce don’t hear about it because they claim there's 


siay 


I hope the Cham- 
never 


| cates of Universal Corp., which con- 


no cold weather out here: well, I'd like to show ‘em my box office this | 


weck, it’s frozen. Aggie is planning on giving the girls big boxes of candy 

which we have left over from Country Store Night. I always say candy is 

dandy but liquor is quicker, but, of course, I don’t say that to Aggie. 
The Xmas Headache 

I don't know what to get Aggie for Christmas. You know if vou give a 
gal like her something like a quilted jacket or an electric pad or camel- 
lined slippers they feel you got ‘em down as an old lady. I would like to 
give her a swell diamond ring or a sunburst like I gave her one season 
on the Sun Time, only not as yellow, but I can’t afford it. I got a good 
price on a swell leather chair. The one we got now which I all 
worn out. We originally bought it second hand and the people ahead of 
us got plenty of mileage out of it, but if I get it Aggie won't feel like it’s 
a present for her. 

It's funny, last Christmas I thought of a dozen things I should get her 
and didn't have the dough to do it with, and now I can't think of a thing. 
I once sent her a poem and she said I should be waxing floors instead of 
waxing poetic, but I know she liked it. She likes anything that rhymes. 
Dames go for poetry, but not as a Christmas present. I also thought of 
giving her 20 bucks in new pennies, it makes a big flash, but it looks like 
you robbed a kid’s bank. I think I'll get her a new keyster; it will come 
in handy if those two muggs open opposition to us, because we'll do some 
traveling. 

Give our best to our pals on Mazda Lane; and Aggie and me hope that 
Santa Claus brings ’em all a hunk of three, four or even five-a-day vaude- 
ville. and give ‘em a chance to take the rust off their routines, sez 

Your pal, LEFTY. 
William Gaxton sez, ‘The labor question today is, is it 6 o'clock 


use is 


P. &.: 
yet?’ 


Cliarnas iin WB West, 
Moss’ Son Runs N.Y. Crit. 


Dunphy Being Spotted By 





| Sheaffer of Philadelphia, a holding | 


Selling out his 50% interest in the Christopher J. Dunphy. who has | 
Criterion. N. Y.. to B. S. Moss, his | resigned as assistant to Adolph Zukor 
partner in that operation, Harry |at the studio, is due east after the 
Charnas left yesterday (Tues.) for | holidays to take up a post in the Bu- 


chanan agency which handles the 
Paramount account. Details of the 
post have not as yet been worked 
out but presumably it will concern 
matters for the agency which affect 
Par. 


Florida to spend the holidays, after 
which he will shift to the Coast in a 
production capacity, plans for which 
were recently laid. He is reported 
joining the Warner studio west. 
Charnas is a brother-in-law of Harry 
M. Warner. 

Charnas, when going into the Crit 
with Moégs, was said to have invested later shifted 


| partment. Dunphy 


the Coast in charge of ads and pub- 





$50,000 in the venture. Moss, now ne 
controlling it 100%, has installed his |licity at the studio. He was ap- 
son, Charles, in charge of operation, | pointed aide to Zukor about two 


Moss declares he has no plans at this | Months ago. 
time to try stage shows, reported | 
now and then since the house was | 
opened two vears ago. 
Moss’ house at 49th and Broadway, | 
which becomes the new home of the | 
Broadway Trans-Lux. is scheduled to 
open next Tuesday +28). Under the 


Mrs. Palmer Injured 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 
Mrs. A. Mitchell Palmer, chairman 


. “ip of Pennsy Censor Board as i. 
dev) with T-L, Moss will participate ne + eden 
; ° - jured in a collision of a Washington 
in the operation and profits. as ; 

_ : | taxi in which she was riding last 


| Saturday. She is 
‘ington hospital in 
a broken rib. 
Chief pic ganderer had returned 
to U. S. from Sweden only two days 


ve y in George Wash- 
Stone Rolls Own the capital with 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


Andrew L. Stone got started last 


weck on the Cirection of his original before the crash. She went abroad 
yarn, ‘Stolen Heaven,’ at Paramount. with the party of Governor George 
Cast toppers are Gene Raymond | H. Earle, of Pennsy. She is wife of 


and Olyampe Bradna. wartime U. S. Attorney General. 


SCULLY’S VACASH BEFORE U 
William A. Scully, who steps into 


E. V.’s Daughter to Wed 


Showmen from all over the coun- 


Universal as general sales manager try, friends and business associates 
Jan. 1, is clearing up departure de- of E. V. Richards. are expected to 
tails at Metro so that he can take a so to Ne Orleans for one of th 
vacation over the holidays before’ south’: hie t weddings when E 
checking into U. V.s dau Lula Ellenor Richords, 
He has made no appointments) marries Elwood Rog Clay Date 
pending his induction into the U of the wedding h:; been et a 
sales post nor has he any in mind, Jan. 3. 
he states. It is understood no one Many Paramountites will be in 
goes with him from Metro excepting |N. O. around that time for ‘Ths 


his private secretary, Frances Levin. | Buccaneer’ premiere. 


WLS Barn Dance Show 
May Go Into Par Pic 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Negotiations are 
|tween Paramount and WLS to use 











'WLS Barn Dance crew in forth- 
;coming Paramount picture. Station 
is asking $25,000 for the gang’s 
part in the production, and best 
picture company has offered so | 
far is $10,000. 

Reason for’ difference is two 
ideas on how much the Barn Dance 
should do. Paramount says a bit 
not over a few minutes long, and 


station says a couple reels or even | 


a whole feature. 

Uncle Ezra ‘(Pat Barrett), Lulu 
Belle, and Hoosier Hotshots are to 
be included in the bundle, if and 


when. 


Par and U Tradings 


Washington, Dec. 21. 
Sale of 200 shares of 
Pic.vures common by Duncan 
Harris, New York banker-director of 
the film company, was reported be- 
latedly by the Securities & Exchange 
Commission last week. Wiping out 
his common holdings, Harris picked 
up 400 shares of 6% 
seccnd preferred in three batches. 
Only other transactions by a film 
company insider spotlighted in the 
semi-monthly government 
was sale of 1,060 voting trust certifi- 





trols Universal Pictures. Daniel M. 
company director, sliced his v.t.c. 
wad to 12,700. Standard Capital Co.., 
in which he has a stake, was shown 
to have 26,500 certificates plus 111,- 
283 warrants. 

Payment of 10c. extra dividend last 
week brings the total that Trans- 
Lux Corp. stockholders will receive 
in 1937 to 30c. Special divvy is pay- 
ible Dec. 24 to stocksolders on 
‘ecord Dec. 21. Previously there has 
been two 10c. declarations. 

Net earnings of United Artists 
Theatre Circuit, Inc., for the fiscal 
year ended Aug. 31 totalled $364,973 
as compared with $167,845 
vious fiscal year. 
listed at $485,883. Year's statement 
included two months’ earnings from 
Robb & Rowley circuit of Texas, in 
which U.A. circuit obtained 50° in- 
terest last July 1. 

Consolidated Film Industries, Inc.. 
paid first dividend on its preferred 


since the $1 paid in December last | 


year when last week it voted a pry- 
ment of 50c on the $2 preference is- 
sue. It is payable Dec. 27. 

‘Previous to 1937, company had 
been making regular quarterly pay- 


; ments on this class of stock and had | 


Par in Buchanan Agcy. 


|; week declared 


cleared up some arrears. 
Columbia Pictures directors last 
ihe usual quarterly 


dividend of 25c on the common and | 
certificates for same, payable Jan. 3 | 


next year to stock on record Dec. 


22. No action was taken on the usual | 


2% s.ock dividend. However, an- 
nouncement by manave.sent wes 
that uncertainties regarding the fed- 
eral surtax on undistributed profits 


|! and chance that it might be repealed 


Formerly in the east, in Bob Gill- | 
|ham’s advertising and publicity de- | 
to | 


prompted such «ction. 
Company naturally would like to 
conserve its reserve if there is a 


possibility that the surtax may be re- | 
| pealed, 
| year ending in June, company would | 


And with Columbia's fiscal 


be penalized by having to pay a 
heavy tax while awaiting final con- 
gressional action on the tax. 
Present plan is to discuss the stock 
dividend late next spring. presum- 


ably before the close of the fiscal | 


year in June. 


‘Ted O’Shea Officially 


‘eastern district manager for Metro, | 


Inducted in M-G Post 


Officially inducted into the post of 


with headquarters at the New York 
exchange, Ted O’Shea will function 
with the staff left by William A. 
Scully, whom he succeeds. He is 
bringing no one in from the Buffalo 
exchange, not even a secretary. 
O’Shea leaves tomorrow (Thurs.) 
or Friday for Buffalo to spend the 


holidays with his family, returning 
to N. Y. immediately after New 
Year's. 


Hie plans moving the missus and 
his three children from Buffalo 
round Feb. as 


METRO RETIES STEWART 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


James 


Siewart has drawn a new 
iicket at Metro. 
Player follows his current ‘Made- | 
ion with ‘Three Comrades.’ 


in progress be- | 


Paramount | 
G. | 


convertible | 


review | 


splendor. 


in pre- | 
Cash on hand was | 


The Girls’ Eye View 


By Marian Squire 


| 
| 





Screen Waits Between Arias 

A number of capable performers are required to hold endless conversa- 
tions, resurrect gags that J. Miller would have scorned, and be just too 
; cute for anything in Grace Moore's latest, ‘I'll Take Romance.” Moore 
| addicts will undoubtedly go for it, since there is plenty of both Miss Moore 
and her celebrated voice. Since the_idea apparently is to exhibit both, 
why couldn't the rest of those nice people like Melvyn Douglas, Helen 
Westley and Margaret Hamilton have gone golfing or night-clubbing or 
something, instead of hanging around the set for the purpose of stalling 
between arias” 

Melvyn Douglas is a grandee from Buenos Aires, he is pretending 
to be. The point remains vague and so does Stuart Erwin’s status. He's 
impersonating a cabalerro o1 somMf ning Latin, but why, is never cleared 
up. The sole purpose seems to be to drag in a few laughs by the hair of 
their ancient heads. 

Miss Moore represents a jeunne fille, under the jailer-like espionage of 
her dominant aunt, Helen Westley. For such a young sheltered girl, Miss 
Moore displays an astonishingly mature poise. Her ‘cute’ scenes with 
Douglas are performed with an air of inward superiority...a sort of gentle, 
motherly, naughty, naughty attitude toward the Douglas impetuosity. To 
the delight of her public, Miss Moore sings on the slightest provocation, 
| and when there is none, obligingly sings anyway. 

A black coat dress with white lace revers, and a long fitted gown with 
bell skirt and metal cloth sash, are becoming. Some of her other costumes 
are downright unfortunate. A black evening dress with a profusion of 
white zig-zag lines is unkind to the silhouette and hard on the eyes. A 





| 


or 


chunky, hip-length wrap having fur sleeves and perpendicular lines of 
fur around the bottom has the graceful lines of a sawed-off box car. And 


|; someone was dozing when a large flower was placed right on top of Miss 

Moore’s head, adding several inches to the length of her face. A black 

net would have been nice if they had stopped with ruching over the shoul- 

ders and around the hem, but gobs of the stuff were draped about the hips. 
A Super-Colossal ‘Nativity’ 

The Music Hall stage show is just this side of stupendous, and a little 
| wearying for any but a professional flagpole sitter, as splendor follows 
It’s in two parts, with The Nativity presented all over the stage 
and up the curving side stairs, followed by a three-part, ballet pantomime. 

The pantomime starts with the ballet making merry in bright red, blue 
and yellow peasant costumes with bandannas and red kid boots. George 
Prentice’s Punch and Judy show precedes a toy shop scene, and the re- 
volving called into play, somewhat rumblingly, to display the 
interior of the toy shop. 

Poor Eleanor Tennis, who takes the place of the doll in the window, 
must sit still in yards of cloudy pink tulle and a blue sash while all the 
‘toys’ are brought to life for a succession of specialties. After quite a time 
Miss Tennis is also allowed to come to life and finish the dance she started 
with Andre Eglevsky. 

The Rockettes’ finale costumes are tops in novelty and gorgeousness. In 
tiered tinsel outfits with tall cone hats, the girls light up into individual 


stage Is 


| Christmas trees with the dimming of the bright lights, and then in groups 


standing on different levels, form three huge trees. A real sleigh. drawn 
by a genuine white horse ‘which has a hard time walking on the slippery 
stage) is the finishing touch of the final scene. 

Carele Lombard Telegraphs 

‘True Confession’ ranks high among the crop of 
pix—but surely Carole Lombard gets to do enough clowning 
she could have toned down that exaggerated tongue-in-cheek facial 
contortion which telegraphs the birth of another outrageous lie. Even 
the 12-year-old mind, popularly supposed to be Hollywood's guidepost, 
can get the idea without Miss Lombard looking like she was trying to 
swallow a lollypop. 

Rarely is an actor privileged to enjoy himself hugely as John 
Barrymore does, in the role of the wacky amateur criminologist. Barry- 
more’s characterization is aided by whimsical musical accompaniments 
to his entrances and exits. As the bartender of the gin mill where the 
impoverished J. B. spends his leisure moments, Lynne Overman is 
nothing less than perfect. 

Miss Lombard wears simple wardrobe while getting herself and her 
lawyer-husband in and out of jams. She starts the maze of lies, wear- 
ing an epen crown turban and summer dress with full blouse and ume 
brella skirt with stitched-down pleats. Tailored black with buttoned 
basque and little-boy, white collar sees her through a murder trial, 
and neat pajamas topped by an ankle length coat take care of the finish. 

Fred MacMurray, still attractive in spite of the unfamiliar mustache, 
is Miss Lombard’s long suffering husband. 





Too Much 
pixilated 
that 


season's 


SO 


as 


| Una Merkel is trimly tailored as the helpless but loyal girl friend. 
| Snappiest of her oufits is a light bolero jacketed suit, having a black 
' blouse with a fat bow under the chin. 

| Toby Wing and another blonde, unprogramed, appear in heaps of 


blonde curls, big black hats and lavishly furred and rhinestoned chiffon 
street dresses—outfits chosen suitable for shorthand-less ‘secretaries’ 
of a wealthy business man, 

‘True Confession’ is utterly incredible, but no carping on that score— 
you aren't supposed to believe a word of it. 

Eddie Garr’s Tephole Takeoffs 

Eddie Garr, current toppe: of the Paramount stage bill, is enough to 
make other impersonators ask ‘Why was I born?’ He's one impressionist 
who doesn't have to announce ‘I now give you that beloved star cf, 
ete —’ for the audience to get the idea. 

Russ Morgan's dignified white tie and tails were inclined to chill the 
rowdy opening day crowd until he broke it up with the hot trombone. 
The youngsters then forgave the soup and fish. 

The feminine half of the sepian Chilton and Thomas sings. dances and 
plays piano, wearing a short bell skirted flesh chiffon dress which aec- 
unnecessarily) the northern portion of her silhouette. 

Bernice Parks, the Russ Morgan band vocalist, carols in an unusual 
| black velvet gown. It’s backless, low and square in front and the swirl- 
ing skirt is decorated with huge appliqued red roses at the knee, green 
stems twining to the hem. 

The Ghezzis. acrobatic veterans of the twice-a-day, complete the bill. 
The understanding Ghezzi's thatch is a bit sparser, but outside of that 
it's the same finished routine that appeared regularly at the Palace 
| when—. The G's could put more today in the act by changing their 
| upside down Black Bottom to a Shag or Big Apple. They're too good to 
have the change in music throw them, 


as 


cents ‘(quite 


| 


If They Call It ‘Mist,’ | HERTA DREY TESTS 
This Is Just a Zephyr. Afier only two months in Amer- 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. | ica, Herta Drey, young Viennese ac- 

High velocity winds on Monday | tress. is being readied for a 20th-Fox 

(20) cost the studios thousands of! screen test. Also reported being 

j ars ‘ 70e¢ . o Poe a ‘ . . ‘c z 

| oy ai ~ damages to outdoor sets, considered for the legit piay. ‘Sun- 

jete., and one casualty when a grip | up to Sundown,’ if she can master 
was blown from the top of a build- ! the language in time 


} ing at Metro. Actress has been in pictures in 
‘ = — : , . , 

Shooting schedules were inter- England for Franco-London Films. 

rupted at all studios with exteriors | and played at the Scala theatre and 


ts. 
jin works. 


| in Germany. 
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WB-MUSICIANS 
QUICK PHILLY 
ACCORD 


Philadelphia, Dec, 21. 

Warner Bros. Circuit and Mu- 
sicians’ Local came to quick agree- 
ment on termer for pit tooters for 
next year at confab last Thursday 
Much to of everyone, in- 
cluding majority of union member- 
ship, contract was inked without so 
much as a hint of a picket. Agree- 
sides not 
Thev 
statement declaring. 


surprise 


ment was made by both 


to reveal contents of binder 


issued a joint 
‘A satisfactory agreement on a con- 
tract for next yeas was reached to- 
day between committees headed by 
A. A. Tomei, for the Union, and Ted 
Schlanger, for Warner Bros. 

It was learned, however, that con- 
tract provides for terms similar to 
those of present year. Musicians will 
return to the Fox, from which they 
were withdrawn at expiration of con- 
tract early this month; will continue 
at the Earle; and will go back two 
days a week into numerous nabe 
houses, as heretofore, 

Fox clause is an innovation in that 
it provides for 20 men at $70 a week 
to play the show and 15 men at $30 
for overturés only. Last contract 
was also for 35 men, but circuit had 
privilege of reducing the number 
during three summer months to 15. 
New contract is for a whole year. 

Fox hasn't had vaude since last 
spring. It wasn’t resumed after usual 
summer layoff. Whether or not there 
will be a return to flesh will be de- 
cided in New York today (Tues) at 
a powwow of Schlanger, local WB 
chief, and h.o. heads. From terms 
of new pact and poor biz at the 
house recently, it appears likely 
there'll be a revival of the vaude to 
hypo matters. 

Earle, at which flesh is sheer 
necessity, will continue with 25 men 
at $62, Nabe contracts are for 35 
weeks only. They are for five or six 
men at $18 to $20, depending on 
admish. 

Speed with 
signed caused 


which binder was 

surprise because 
parties had such difficulty getting 
together last year. Union pulled 
tooters out of the Earle and picketed 
all WB downtown houses before an 
agreement was reached, 


AFTER UPPING, D. C. 
HOUSES NOW CUTTING 





Washington, Dec. 21. 

Washington's two vaude houses, 
which upped prices along with city- 
wide hike Sept. 3, will cut admishs 
again on Dec. 24. Earle, which took 
biggest jump, will revert to exact 
scale it used before increase. Capi- 
tol management has announced it 
will meet Earle scale dime for dime. 
Move will bring back 25c. ’til 1 p.m. 
price and mark revival of balcony 
differential, wiped out all over town 
at time tariffs were raised. 

Opinion is split on whether price 

changes figured in the cause, but fact 
remains that sharp drop in b.o. be- 
gan with increase in admission 
charges. Earle had been selling 40c. 
balcony ever since it opened and 
gave in to Capitol’s argument that 
it could do more with straight 66c. 
all over house at night, which was 
Cap’s traditional price. Plan didn’t 
work out, especially since Earle had 
depended heavily on mob trade on 
upper floor. When Earle was forced 
to return to old scale, Cap took at- 
titude it was driven to follow suit. 
New scales for both spots will be 25c. 
to 1 pm., 35c. to 5:30 p.m., and 66c. 
at night. Earle will sell 77c. loge 
and Capitol, although still undecided 
is expected to follow. 
Two straight pie spots specializing 
in second runs, which wiped out 25c. 
balconies to make it 40c. all over at 
night, will hold on. Nabes, which 
figured in general rise with 5c. jumps 
on all night prices, also are sticking 
Oy their guns. 





vv 
Agent’s Wall St. Pard | 
Ul. 
Hollywood, Dec. 21, 

Arthur M. Landau announced " 
formation of Artists and Authors 
Corp. of America to handle actors, J 
writers and directors. He recently 
pulled out of the Small-Landau | 
agency and enters the new venture | oy aie 


with Al J. Leeds, formerly of Wall 
Street, as partner, 


Outfit will erect its own building 
in Beverly Hills. Leeds is a} 


brother-in-law of 
Warner, 


Major Albert 


Org. by Eastern 
Agents Already 


Having Trouble 


Attorney Louis P. Randell, reor- 
ganizing the defunct Artists Manag- 
ers’ Association, will get together 
with William Morris office, Lyons & 
Lyons, Selznick-Bernie Music Corp. 
of America and other large agencies 
this week to form the nucleus of a 


drive to consolidate the agents. Move | 


is planned as a_ counter-balance 
against growth of talent unions and 


to thwart possible legislation, Rep 
already has the backing of indies 


such as George Wood, Harry Bestry, 
Jack Bertell, et al., but will not and 
says he cannot proceed minus the 
support of the majors. Latter have 


made no move to get into the picture | 


yet. 

Pros and cons of the setup are al- 
ready cropping up with the various 
agency feuds being one of the things 
necessary to iron out. It is believed, 
however, that like actors and studios, 
etc., all of which have their protec- 
tive organizations, that 
likewise must bury the 
common good. 

Question of finances is another 
problem. While lessers are willing 
to furnish small funds, it is consid- 
ered doubtful that the major outfits 
will part with heavy coin. Since 
most of the smallies, lacking Coast 
and out-of-town facilities, must deal 
through majors and thus are being 


hatchet for 


gradually eased out of the biz, it is) 


thought on the other hand that aid 
now will ultimately benefit all, 





Morton Van Praag Files 


Bankruptcy; Owes $90,451 


Placing his debts, owed chiefly to 
people connected with the film in- 
dustry, at $90,451 with no assets ex- 


cept insurance policies, Morton Van} 


Praag, describing himself as an ‘un- 
employed salesman,’ filed a petition 

Y. Federal 
In the sched- 
Van 


in bankruptey in N, 
Court, Monday (20). 
ule filed with the 
Praag, the majority of 
debts as ‘loans.’ He gave 440 West 
End avenue, N. Y., as his address. 
His biggest creditor is Hyman Zwick, 
of Chicago, for $30,000. The schedule 
contains the following 
amounts due: 

David M. Loew, Culver City, Cal., 
$1,400: Sam Moross, United Artists, 
$350; Monroe Greenthal, also of UA, 
$200; George Ross, National Screen 
Service Corp., $700; Ralph Williams, 
RKO Film Exchange, Oklahoma City, 
$350; Leo Abrams. Big U Film Ex- 
change. $2.400; William Yoost, Chalo- 
ner theatre, N. Y., $695; J. Louis 
Rome, Rialto’ theatre, 


petition, 
designated 


names 


Gloversville, N. Y., $2,600; W. P. Mo- 
ran, Moran & Isely Theatre Corp., 
Oklahoma City. $2,387: George Le- 
vine, Universal Film Exchange, Mil- 
waukee, $980: J. Garrison, Universal 
Film Exchange. St. Louis, $600; Har- 
ry Milstein, National Screen Service, 


$434: Jack Osserman, RKO Film Ex-| 


change, Chicago, $810; V. Carrick, 
Universal Film Exchange, Philadel- 


phia, $700; Morris Joseph, Universal 
Film Exchange, New Haven, $410; 
Nate Sauber, Universal Film Ex- 


change, Buffalo, $650, and $11,900 to} 


Harry Robbins and Toby Gruen, of 
630 Ninth avenue, N. Y. 


the agents | 


and |} 


Baltimore, | 
$675; J. M. Schine, Schine’s theatre, | 











|Growing Fast in the Mid- 
| west Houses— Being a 
Skull - Practice Game, 
Foresee No Legal 
dles 
Awards—Pyramid Prizes, 
However, a la Banknite, 
Jackpot, Etc. 


SWITCH ON RADIO 





Chicago, Dec. 21. 


| has been ostracized, theatres are 
| turning tables on radio, and adapting 
| radio’s Quiz programs for their own 
| purposes, using them both with and 
| without station cooperation. Credit 
| for using idea first is given to M. M. 
{Rubens who put into the Rialto, 
Joliet, house belonging to Great 
| States circuit. After b. o. click there, 
a couple other operators began try- 
|ing it, and now Quiz is rapidly be- 
|coming the biggest drawing card in 
ithe midwest. 

| In fact, it has become so big that 
|Lou Morgan is already in business 


furnishing the necessary setup, which | 


includes exploitation material and 
masters of ceremonies, 

When used in theatres, the Quiz 
differs comparatively little from its 
| radio presentation, except that it has 
jto be called by some other name. 
| Question - Downs, Question - Bees, 
| Question-Airs and Question and An- 
swer are being used at the present 
time. 

Method of procedure is to have 
| everybody coming into a house drop 
|}a question, with name and address, 
into a barrel. When time for the 
contest, m.c. asks for volunteers from 
audience, and first 10 people reach- 
ing stage form the teams, 

There are two different ways the 
| thing is carried on from here. One 
is to work it on a point system, 
with three prizes, $25, $15, and $10 
going to the ranking contestants. The 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


on each question drawn from barrel 
before he looks at it. There are 
usually five $1 and $2 questions, one 
$10, and one $25. 

When the latter system is used, 
there is only one chance for each 
question to be answered, If answered 
wrong, the money is carried over 
until the next week. Some houses 
are endeavoring to build up big 
purses by this method as they did In 
Bank Nights. 

While some of these contests are 
run by the theatre alone, many are 
in cooperation with local radio sta- 
tions, some going on air sustaining, 
and others commercially sponsored. 

Non-commercials have theatre fur- 
nishing all prizes, and station paying 
cost of actual broadcast only. Com- 
mercials have sponsor buying time, 
paying the m.c., and furnishing all 
cash prizes. Here, the first prize only 
is cash, and all others merchandise. 
In every case, the writers of 
| questions get either a buck or some 
merchandise. 

As yet, nobody’s been able to find 
jan angle to call it illegal, anothet 
| reason why it’s on its way to rivaling 
Bank Night. 








| Lincoln, Dec. 21. 
| Several Nebraska theatres 
get biz ideas. now that the radio has 
| pretty well hired all their boxoffice 
| personalities. Latest idea, in the 
| frenzied search to find a replace- 
|ment for the magnetic influence of 
; bank night (now 
| Professor Quiz. 

| All patrons at the theatre on given 
nights are asked if they'll partici- 
pate in a question session, those 
okaying the idea being called to the 
stage. Winners can take home from 
}$1 to $15 for appearing. Something 


illegal), is to 


| In search of something to replace | 
| Bank Nights in territories where it | 


other is by the m.c. setting a price | 


the | 


have | 
| 
gone over to steal from the radio to | 


gO | 
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The Roxy, N. Y.. has committed 
| itself to play a minimum of 14 Uni- 
| versal pictures this season, vhese in- 
|cluding the two that have already 
| played the theatre, ‘100 Men and 
|Girl and ‘Merry-Go-Round of 38, 
jas well as ‘You're a Sweetheart,’ 
| which opens Friday (24). 


Under the contract, the Roxy has 
a call on any U pictures over and 
j}above the 14 it must play, if addi- 
j} tionals are wanted. 


SINGER CHAIN 
39% AHEAD 
OF LAST YR. 


| 
| 











Minneapolis, Dec. 21. 





The ‘recession’ may be handing | 
| grosses generally a hard jolt, but 
ithe Mort H. Singer circuit of the- 


atres continues to prosper, according 
|to Morgan Ames, its general man- 
|jager. Here to inspect the Orpheum 
| theatre, Ames says the circuit, as a 
| whole, is approximately 35% ahead 


| of last year in its volume of busi- 
; Ness. 
‘Several spots have been badly 


| off, but the circuit in its entirety 
| shows a 35% gain in grosses,’ Ames 
|declared. ‘There has been a falling 
| off for the first time during the past 
several weeks, and December is run- 
ning behind the same 1936 month. 
Yet this December is about on a 
par with the corresponding 1935 and 
1934 periods. And the fact that our 
theatres had a stronger lineup of at- 
tractions last December may be the 





principal reason for the current 
drop.’ 
With this theatre chain causing 


i him no worry as yet. Singer himself 
|left this week for California to spend 
the holidays with his family. 


‘Tippett Wins Point 
| In Suit Vs. Con. Film 


Consolidated Film Industries, 
| through its officials, will be examined 
| Jan. 4, before trial of the $600,000 
| contract breach and conspiracy suit 
| brought by the John D. Tippett 
Corp. N. Y. Supreme Court Justice 
McLaughlin directed a partial ex- 
amination of Consolidated in con- 
nection with the suit which also in- 
volves Universal Pictures Corp., Car] 
Laemmle, Jules E. Brulatour, J. E. 
Brulatour, Inc.. and the Eastman Ko- 
dak Co., as defendants. 


The Tippett Corp., alleges the de- 





| fendants, besides Laemmle, induced 
| the latter to run out on a contract 
| to furnish Universal with raw film 


material. 


’ 
3 Stooges’ Repeat 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 
Three Stooges coming 
;}month to open another 


east next 
personal ap- 
pearance tour here at Stanley Jan. 


1.0. ON THE B.0. 


Guild to Make Demand on Producers 
For Extras Closed Shop, Trim Mob: 
Test Suit Over Free Radio Shows 


4 
U's 14 Into Roxy, N. Y. 
Hur- | seciiuie 
to the Cash Prize) 


Hollywood 
Actors Guild e 


to lay before the producers 


Dec. 21 


Screen xpects soon 


mal demand for a closed shop for 


extras, with the immediate result in 
prospect, following approvai thereof, 
a gradual slashing in the number of 


extras until a workable level of 4,- 
500 to 5,000 available players has 
been reached. 

Method of pruning extra ranks 
will be to cut from SAG member- 
ship all failing to pay their quar- 
terly dues. Included in the revised 
extra ranks would be all types re- 





| 


quired for pictures, including atmos- 





phere and racial groups, and at the 
same time would provide a margin 
of safety so that if a number of 
studios should require an unusually 
large group on any one day, the 
necessary people would be available. 

Under this system, SAG figures 
all extras will be able tuo earn a 
good livelihood. 

Rep Averts Picket Line 

General strike was averted at Re- 
public last week when studio man- 
ager E. H. Goldstein ordered Rob- 
ert Riggs and Harry Refer reinstat- 
ed following their discharge a few 
days previously by Ralph Oberg, 
labor superintendent, who said they 
had been caught smoking on duty. 

Demands for their reinstatement 
were refused, whereupon strike 


threats were made by labor organi- 
zations and threat of surrounding the 


| 

| studio with picket lines also came 
lin. As soon as word of the status 
| reached Goldstein he at once or- 
dered the men back to their jobs 


and paid them for the week they had 
been idle. 


First six months under operation 
of the Guild shop agreement showed 
that extras were paid $249,382 more 
than in the corresponding six months 
of 1936, the increase being 23°). 
Most increases were in the higher 
paid brackets. 

Knockout blow to hopes of the 
Committee for Industrial Organiza- 
tion to invade the studios came with 
the resignation of Rudy Kohl as CIO 
organizer and his return to Painters 
Local 644. Painters adopted a reso- 
lution urging the American Fedecra- 
tion of Labor to get together with 
the CIO and end union labor war- 
fare, 


Radio Tiffing 
Likelihood has grown here recent- 
ly that the SAG may file a test suit 
against some of the major film out- 
fits in an effort to block the demand 


that stars appear on studio radio 
programs without additional com- 
pensation. SAG and other affiliates 


of the Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America have banned this prac- 
tice, but studios have invoked 
tract clauses providing that talent 
must appear on radio programs in 
order to exploit their pictures. 

Main beef is against Metro, which 
recently launched its own radio 
show, planning to use top talent on 
its contract list, with talent claiming 
that such gratis appearances cuts 
into their earnings. 


cone 





Under the Guild shop contract 
signatured last week between pro- 
ducers and the Society of Motion 
Picture Interior Decorators, latter 
will receive minimum pay of $100 
| weekly. 


Association of Motion Picture Pro- 





| 14 It'll be comics’ second engage- | ducers nixed the piea that the indus- 
ment at same spot within six months. | try officially get behind the move of 
Pallowing week Wh deleuee gets | downtown Los Angeles biz interests 
Hal Kemp's band. pggtee seas “ar b acesigge of 

é ithe anti-labor L. A. Times, for a 

Wayne King date, originally set!arive aa . loses ) 

for January, has been postponed rly neo gr a - — Z — 
again and booking is now indefinite. | : agg rea Raa nee 


, House has held contract with King 
for 


he’s a phantom. 
' 

— ————ae || 
j like the old-fashioned spelling bee 
jand its going very well, even in 


the pre-Xmas slump. 


more than two year ) § | 
ri i years now and | jabor, 
management is beginning to suspect | 


ithe fact that 


industry recent!y 
shop 


pic 


|signatured closed pacts with 


George Browne. 
ne 


president of the 
Alliance of Theatrical 


Stage Employees, was expected on 
|} the Coast this week with his per- 
|sonal representative, William Bioff, 


to hand over autonomy to four stu- 
| dio locals affiliated with IATSE. 
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L. A. Laughs Off Bugaboo 
‘Honeymoon’ 196, Truth’ Big 4th Wk; 
Zola’ in Runs, 18G; ‘Confession 136 


+ 


Los Angeles, Dec. 21. | 

First run biz holding surprisingly | 

strong for that proverbial bugaboo, | 

the week before Christmas, so oner- 

ators are not doing great amount of 
squawking. 

Surprising is strength displayed by | 


*“Awful Truth’ now winding up its} 
fovrih profitable week at the day- 
date Pantages and RKO. ‘Zola’ on 
ho'dovers also very good. Moveover 
of the Garbo pic, ‘Conquest,’ for con- | 


tinued first run at the Wilshire and | 
United Artists holds little comfort. 
Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Cirele (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- 
$1.10-$1.65 )—‘Hurricane’ (UA) (7th- 
final week. Wound up (19) afier 
sixih week and three days, grabbing 
fair $4.500 on sixth stanza, and an- 
other two grand on the last three 
days. Disney’s ‘Snow White and 
Dwarfs’ debuis two-a-day (21). 

Chinese «Grauman) (2,024; 30-40- 
55-.5)—‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th) 
and ‘Laneer Spy’ ¢20th), ducal. Boule- 
vard trade off a bit, but at $9,200 
will be satisfactory, considering the 
holiday shopping turmoil. Last week 
*Conquesi’ (MG) and ‘Thoroughbreds’ 
(MG), slightly below early estimate 
for so-so $9,800. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—Zola’ (WB). Figured to hold 
sirong with downtown audiences, and 
will likely hit $9,300. Last week, 
‘First Lady’ (WB) and ‘Manhattan 
Merry-Go-Round’ (Rep), disappoint- 
ing $7,000. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 40-55) — 
*Cloistered’ ‘indie). Only mild in- 
terest displayed in this picturization 
of life in a nunnery, so will have to 
be content with weak $1,000. Last 
weelk, 4th, ‘Victoria’ (RKO), held 
surprisingly strong for oke $800. 

-Hollyweod (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Zola’ «WB). Following its re- 
cent successful two-a-day roadshow 
at Carthay Circle, Muni opus comes 
at opportune time to bolster week 
before Xmas slump and looks head- 
ed for likelv $9,000. Last week, ‘First 
Lady’ (WB) and ‘Merry-Go-Round’ 
(Repo), okay $7,200. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
*“Awful Truth’ (Col) (4th week) and 
*Paid to Dance’ (Col) ducl. Continues 
to run neck and neck with its down- 
town day-dater on final stanza for 
pienty good $6500. Third week 
ended with excellent $9,000. 

Paramount ‘Partmar) (3.595; 30- 
40-55) —‘True Confession’ (Par) and 
siote show. Lombard-MacMurray 
combo very weak at $13,000 but 
holds for Xmas. Last week, ‘Live, 
Love and Learn’ (MG), just hit 
$15,000, as indicated. 

RKO (2.872: 30-40-55) — ‘Awful 
Truth’ (Col) (4th week) and ‘Paid to 
Dance’ (Col) dual. Col’s prize com- 
ecy package of the vear holding re- 
markably strong on fourth and final 
stanza with smart $6,500 in sight for 
Jast stanza. Third week held to ex- 
petations with excellent $8,800. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75 —‘Second Honeymoon’ (26th) and 
*“Loncer Spy’ (20th), dual. Trade 
holding about same as last week. and, 
everything considered, will likely 
finish with oke $10.000. Last week. 
*Corauest’ (MG) and ‘Thoroughbreds’ 
(MG). so-so $10,200. 


United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
30-40-55) —‘Concuest’?’ (MG) and 
*Troroughbreds’ (MG), dual. Garbo 


draw more of a disappointment on 
th's downtown movecover. with slim 
$2100 likely. Last week ‘Nothing 
Srrred’ (UA) and ‘Beg. Borrow’ 
(MG), oke $3,700, little better than 
an‘icinated. 

Witshire (Fox) (2.296: 30-40-55-65 ) 
—Corauest’ (MG) end ‘Thorouch- 
Poets’ (MG), duel. Swank Bevhills 
mo disnlavin’ only mild interest on 
moveover, with probable $4.500 ton. 
Lost weelr. ‘Nothine Sacred’ (UA) 
end ‘Beg, Berrow’ (20th), very good 
$7,400. 


N.T.G. Unit Clicks Despite 
Indpls. Slump, Big $9,300 


Indianapolis, Dee. 21. 
Bus‘ness continues to be about one- 
fourth below normal in the first runs 


here. N. T. G. and his stage revue 
ai tne Lyric, with little aid from 
. ‘ing Witnesses.’ is the leader of 


the downtown theatres with a good 
#ioss in the face of the pre-Xmas re- 
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Week With 





and ‘Portia on Trial’ (Rep), not so! 
forte $4,500. } 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.100: 25-40) | 

and 
| 


— True Confession’ (Par) 
‘Daughter of Shanghai’ (Par). Large | 
assist ads used on former, and take | 
s moderate at $5,200 Last week 
second for ‘Stage Door’ ‘RKO) 
which was forced, due to lack of 
product, finished at $3.500, poo1 
Keith’s (Kane) (1.500; 15-20-25) 
‘Ecstasy’ and ‘Atlantic Flight 
| (Mono). Foregoing usual cheap |} 
vaude policy to play second run of 


sex picture here is not proving suc- 
cessful. Gross, $1.300, dismal. Lasi 
week, ‘County Fair’ ‘Mono? and 
vaude, poor $1,700. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2.400; 25-40)— | 
‘Stand In’ (UA) and ‘Thoroughbreds | 
Don’t Cry’ (MG). Faring mildly at | 
$5,000. Last week. ‘52d Street’ (UA) | 
and ‘Navy Blues’ (MG), $7,000, good, | 
when other houses were fad:n«. | 
Lyric (Olson) (2.000: 25-30-40 )— | 
‘Missing Witnesses’ (WB) and N.T.G. | 
revue on stage. Latter widely ex- | 
ploited and advertised, and house is 
doing $9,300, dandy. Last week. ‘Ex- | 
pensive’ Husbands’ (WB) and ‘Play | 
Girls’ revue on stage, $6.000, weak. | 








DOOR’ DUAL 96 
IN DULL BOSTON 


Boston, Dec. 21. 


Although the Christmas dent in | 
business has. arrived, ‘52 St. and} 
‘Thoroughbreds Don't Cry,’ dualing | 
at the Orph and State, are showing | 
satisfactory strength. 
‘Stage Door,’ on dual bill, holds for 
fourth frame at the Memorial. Other- 
wise the town is uninteresting. 
Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (25-35-55 )—“lrrouble 
at Midnight’ «U) and vaude toppea 
by Red Skelton. Okay in view of 
seasonal depresh; around $14,000 on 
the way. Last week, pale $14.500 for 
‘High Flyers’ (RKO) and vaude. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-55 )— 
‘Daughter ot Shanghai’ (Par) and 
‘Love on the Air’ (WB) double. Limp 
$3,560. Last week ‘Blossoms on 
Broidway’ (Par) (lst run) and ‘Ebb 
Tide’ (Par) (2d run), dual, okay, 
7,000 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55)—‘Stage Door’ (RKO) (4th 
week) and ‘Love from a Siranger’ 
(UA) (2d week), dual. Tapering off 
holdover with about $9,000. Last 
week ‘Stage Door’ and ‘Love from 
Stranger (UA) (list weeks, double, 
okay $13,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4.300: 25-40- 





65)—‘Manhaitan Merry-Go-Round’ 
(Rep) and Major Bowes unit on 
stage. Tepid $16,000. Last week 


‘Sub D-1’ (FN) and Bunny Berigan 
band on stage; very good $23.800. 

Orpheum ‘Loew) (2,900: 25-35-40- 
55)—‘52d St.2 (UA) and ‘Thorough- 
breds Don’t Cry’ (MG), dual. Pleas- 
ing at $14,000 pace. Last week ‘Navy 
Blue and Gold’ (MG) and ‘Stand-In’ 
(UA), dual, okay $14,400. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35-55) 
—‘Love on Air” (WB) and ‘Daughter 
of Shanghai’ (Par), dual. Limp $6.,- 
500 indicated. Last week ‘Broadway 
Blossoms’ (Par) (1st run) and ‘Ebb 
Tide’ (Par) (2d run), dual, very good 
$9,600. 

Scollay (M&P) (2.700: 25-35-40-50) 
—Ebb Tide’ (Par) (3d run) and 
‘Gangway’ (GB) (‘lst run?, double. 
Looks like okay $6,000 for eight 
days. Last week ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ 
(UA) and ‘Love I'm Afier” (WB) 
(both 2d run), dual, soft $5,500. 

State (Loew) (3,300: 25-30-35-40- 
55)—52d St. (UA) and ‘Thorough- 
breds Don’t Cry” (MG), double. Sat- 
isfaciory $12,000 gait. Last week 
‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (MG) end 
‘Stand-In’ (UA), dual. okay $12,000. 


B’KLYN HOLDS UP 
Syn’ Dual Nifty $15,000 in 
3d Week 


‘Dr. 


Brooklyn, Dec. 21. 
Downtown flicker emporiums are 





ecss on. 

‘True Confession,’ at the Indiana, is 
do.as fairly well in the siraight film 
hovees to hold down the runner-up 
position. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apcllo ‘Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-40- 
—‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) (re- 
vival) and ‘Madame X’ (MG). Play- 
int up Gable, Loy and Powell as 
winners of popularity poll in the 
former vic. Results are fairly good 
at $3,500. L-<t week, return date of 
‘Ebb Tide’ «Par) and ‘There Goes 
Grvm’ (RKO), poor at $1.800. 

Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2.800; 25-40)— 
*Victoria’ (RKO). Not getting any 
witontion at $3.400, noor. Last week 
Wianhattan Merry Go-Round’ (Rep) 


sporting satisfactory shows and get- 
ting okay results at b.o.’s despite 
| heavy Xmes shopping. Weather has 
|been extraordinarily mild, almost 
springish over weekend. 

Fabian Fox sprung surprise and 
's holding ‘Awful Truth’ and ‘Dr 
Syn’ for third week to good results. 
Paramount came in Monday with 
‘Ebb Tide’ and ‘Blossoms on Proad- 


! 
| 
' 





First Runs on B’way 





(Subject to Change) 
Week of Dec. 23 
‘Hurricane’ 


Aster (UA) 
(ith wk). 

Capitol — ‘Navy Blue 
Gold’ (MGM). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 17) 


and 


Criterion — ‘Daughter of 
Shanghai’ (Par) (24). 

Glebe — ‘Federal Bullets’ 
(25). 

(Review in VARIETY, ———) 


Music Hall — ‘I'll Take Ro- 
mance’ (Col) (2d wk). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 20) 

Paramount ‘True Contes- 
sion’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto ‘Sh, 
(WB) 

(Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 


the Octopus’ 


8) 
Rivoli—‘Hitting a New High’ 
(RKO) - (25). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 1) 
Roxy — ‘You're a Sweetheart’ 
(U) 124). 
«Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 15) 
Strand — ‘First Lady’ (WB) 


©» \ 
{La , 


(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 1) 


Week of Dec. 30 
Astor — ‘Hurricane’ (UA) 
(8th wk). 
Capitol — ‘Rosalie’ (MGM) 


(Reviewed in current Varirry) 
Criterion—‘'Manhattan Merry- 
Go-Round’ (Rep) (31). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 16) 
Music Hall—Tovarich’ (WB). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 8) 
Paramount — ‘Wells Fargo’ 
(Par) (29). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 8) 
Rialto — ‘You're Only Young 
Once’ (MGM) (30). 
Rivoli—‘Hitting a New High’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). 
Roxy — ‘Love 
(20th) (31). 
(Reviewed in current VARIETY) 
Strand — ‘Submarine D-l’ 
(WB) .(29), 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 17) 


and Hisses’ 











Truth’ (Col) and ‘Dr. Syn’ (GB) 
‘Sd wk). Combo very strong; will 
draw nifty $15,000. Last week same 
pair got $18,000, splendid. 

Met (2,400; 25-35-55)—‘Stand In’ 
(UA) and ‘Trouble at Midnight’ (U). 
Will get okay $16,000. Last week 
‘Live, Love, Learn’ (MG) and ‘Thor- 
oughbreds’ (MG), quiet $14,000. 
Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Ebb 
Tide’ ‘Par) and ‘Blossoms on Broad- 
wey’ (Par). Opened Monday (20). 
Last week ‘Zola’ (WB) and ‘Life Be- 
gins’ (20th) (3d wk), got swell $12,- 
000. ‘Zola’ had total run of 19 days 
and got $56,000. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-55)—‘Love on 
Toast’ (Par) and ‘Texas Trail’ (Par). 
Peaceful $5,000 in view. Last week 
‘High Flyers’ (RKO) and ‘Young 
Dynamite’ (Ind), received quiet $5,- 
000. 


Rialto, in L'ville, 
Points to $14,000 


For ‘Confession 








Louisville, Dec. 21. 
Bright spot this week is at the 
Rialto, where ‘True Confessions’ is 
doing phenomenal biz. It is expected 
to garner $14,000. Screen fare other- 
wise is rather ordinary. 

Unusually icy weather, necessitat- 
ing closing the schools for two days, 
praciically stopped spending. Now 
ihe pentup buying power is being 
felt in a concentrated dynamic form. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave - Loew’s)— 
‘Last Gangster’ (MG) and ‘Happened 

» Hollywood’ (Col). After move- 
over from Loew’s, just loping along 
io tale $2,100. Last week ‘Ebb Tide’ 


‘Par) and ‘Hold ’Em Navy’ (Par) 
iit fair $2,500. 
Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 


‘100 Men and a Girl’ (20th) and ‘Back 
1 Circulation’ (U), dual. Extended 
io full seven days, weak $1,800. Last 
week ‘Life Begins in College’ (20th) 
and ‘High, Wide and Handsom~* 
(Par), dual, split with ‘Scarfec» 
‘UA) ‘reissue) and ‘40 
Girls’ (RKO), fair $2,100. 

Loew's State (3,000; 15-30-40)— 
‘Thoroughbreds Don't Cry’ (MG) 
dualed 
‘Col). Holiday shopping hurting; 
iair $5,800. Last week ‘Last Gang- 
ser’ (MG) and ‘Happened in Holly- 
.00d’ (Col), fine $7,500, and moved 
io Brown. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) 
15-30-40)—"West of Shanghai’ (WB) 
Maired with ‘Octopus’ (WB). Firs. 
Gual program at this house in many 
months, but no dice; $2,500. 

eek ‘First Lady’ (WB) big $5.000. 








way’ and will keep pair until Nev. 
Year's Eve. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (2,500: 25-25-55) — ‘Merrvy- 
Go-Round” (U) and ‘45 Fathers’ 
(20th). Doing okay $15.500 Las? 
weck, ‘Fight Lady’ ‘t(RKO) = and 
‘Danger Patrol’ (RKO), satisfactory 
$12,000. : 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55) — ‘Awful 


Ohio ‘Settos) (900; 15)—‘Secret 


with ‘Trapped by G-Men’ | 


(1,000: | 


Last | 





Seattle B. 0.’s in the Doghouse: 
‘Sub’-Flyers $8,200, Lombard $7,800 





| Bride’ (WB) and ‘Dames’ (WB), 
dual, split with ‘Smart Blonde’ (WB) 
and ‘Love Letters of a Star’ (U), 
dual. Sub-average $1,300. Last 
week, ‘Here Is My Heart’ (Par) and 
‘One Way Passage’ (WB), split with 
‘Man I Marry’ (WB) and ‘Notorious 
But Nice’ (Chesterfield). fair $1,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave). (3,000; 15-30- 
40—True Confession’ (Par) and 
|*‘Daughter of Shanghai’ (Par), dual, 
Former pic heavy campaign, and re- 





|sponding with $14,000 mark. Last 
iweek ‘Manhaitan Merry-Go-Round’ 
(Rep) and ‘Portia on Trial (Rep), 


dual’ topped the town at $8,000. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15- 
30-40)—"45 Fathers’ (20th) and ‘Big 
Town Girl (20th), dual. Pointing 
to fair $3,300. Last week ‘Fight for 
Your Lady’ (RKO) and ‘High Fly- 
ers’ (RKO), dual, disappointing at 
$2,900, 


SANTA GIVING 
PITT THE GO-BY 


Pitisburgh, Dec. 21. 

Rock bottom being reached this 
week, with everybody taking it on 
the chin—and pleniy. Terrible 
weather, heavy downpours threaten- 
ing another flood for a time, killed 
trade all over at getaway and usual 
slump few days before Xmas com- 
plete the grief. 

Stanley's worst stanza in several 
months in prospect with ‘Angel’ and 
Red Norvo-Mildred Bailey combo, 
jand at the Penn not even the 
marquee lure of Leslie Howard and 
Bette Davis in ‘It's Love I'm After’ 


seems to be enough to overcome 
generally bad conditions. Brace of 
| successive bank nites helping ‘Dr. 


| Syn’ and ‘45 Fathers’ 
Alvin. It’s the 


moderately at 
‘recession,’ too, at 
Warner, where ‘My Dear Miss Al- 
drich’ and ‘West of Shanghai’ are 
stumbling along to practically noth- 
| ing. 

Estimates for This Week 





Alvin ‘Harris) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
Dr. Syn’ (GB) and ‘45 Fathers’ 
(20th). Banknites all that’s saving 


this dual, despite fact that a lot of 
kind words were said about it, in- 
cluding ‘one of best twinners house 
has ever had.’ Should finish up 
around $5,700, fair enough at this 
time of year. Last week, third of 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col), great at more 
than $8,000 ($37,000 on run) and 
could have held again easily, but 
house had other pix commitments to 
get out of way before first of year. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) and 
‘That's My Story’ (U). Reissue 
rapped and house followed up with 
crick-baiting ads in an effort to 
draw attention. This helped enough 
to tilt take to $4.300, O.K. Last week 
‘Portia’ (Rep) got almost nothing 
first two days, and ‘Hollywood 
Round-Up’ (Col), Buck Jones west- 
ern, added for remainder of ses- 
sion; about $2,600, terrible. 

Penn ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Love I'm After’ (WB). Well- 
liked comedy and couple of good 
marquee names in its favor, but this 


is a week nothing can help. May 
hit $10.000, but it’s doubtful. Last 
week ‘Damsel in Distress’ (RKO) 


fell off to almost nothing following 
fair start and wound up miserably 
at $9,000, worst take here in almost 
a year. 

Stanlev (WB) (3.600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Angel’ (Par) and Norvo-Bailey and 
Eddie Peabody. Dietrich has never 
meant anything here; Norvo can 
hardly be construed a stage name, 
add week before Xmas to that and 
result spells blah. Little likelihood 
of going bevond $13.000, awful. Last 
week ‘First Lady’ (WB) and Henry 
Busse not much better at $15,000. 

Warner (WB) ‘2,000; 25-40 )—‘Miss 
Aldrich’ (MG) and ‘West of Shang- 
nail’ (WB). Good dual, but even the 





best won't work these days. Simply 
marking time unti] after holidays 
jand hoping against hove, maybe 


|$3.300. Last week ‘This Way. Please’ 
| (Par) and ‘She’s No Lady’ (Par) in 
| eight days preity good at $4,600, 


Out of the Jungles 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

| Dorothy Lamour and Ray Milland 
are teamed agein in Paramount’s 
‘Ensenada.’ which siarts soon after 
the first of the year. Players were 
together in ‘Her Jungle Love,’ still in 


Naughty | 


| production, and ‘The Jungle Prin- 
| cess, 
Arthur Hornblow. Jr. produces 


with Theodore Reed 
screenplay by Don Hart- 
man and Frank Butler, and cast that 
also. includes Maviha Raye, Bob 
Burns and Tite Guizar. 


! 
| ‘Ensenada’ 
| directing, 


a —— 


Seattle, Dec. 21 

Showmen are more concerned with 
their holiday bills opening this week- 
end, than with the present weck’s 
fare, which is dragging. ‘Ebb Tide’ 
wins a move from the Paramount to 
B. M.; Fifth Avenue holds ‘2d Honey- 
moon’ and ‘First Lady’; Liberty holds 
‘Truth’ into fifth week; MB gets 
‘Gangster’ in move from Orpheum, 
and the general doings are very 
tepid. No fire any place. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Everypreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—Ebb Tide’ ¢Par), 
and ‘Big Town Girl’ (20th), dual 
dicated $3,000, okay. Last week, 
‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (MGM) soli- 
taire, slow at $2.000. 

Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Prisoner Zenda’ 
(UA) and ‘My Dear Aldrich’ 
(MGM), dual. Headed for $2,800, 
fair. .Last week, ‘Bride Wore Red’ 
(MGM) and ‘Knight Without Armor’ 
(UA), dual, nice $3,200. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850: 10-21 )—‘I 
Cover Chinatown’ (Ind) and ‘*Holly- 
wood Roundup’ (Col), .dual. Ex- 
pected moderate $2,000. Last week, 
‘African Holiday’ (Ind) and ‘Round- 
up Time in Texas’ (Rep), dual, $2,500, 
big. 


¢ 
1 


Miss 


(2.400; 32-37-42)—‘2d Honeymoon’ 
(20th) and ‘First Lady’ (WB), dual 
(2d week). Possibly. $5.200, fair. 
Last week, same films, $7.400, good 
enough. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1.900: 21-32-42)— 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col) «5th week). 
Looks like $5,000, okay. Last week, 
same film, $6,500, great. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(200)—‘Last Gangster’ (MGM) and 
‘Girl with Ideas’ (U), dual. Moved 
from Orpheum, $1,800 for five days 
and yanked. Last week, ‘Love I'm 
After’ «WB) and ‘This Wav. Plea: 2’ 
(Par), dual, nine days, $3.100, ckav. 

Ornvheum (Hamrick-Evergreen } 
(2.700; 32-37-42)—‘Cubmarine D-1’ 
(FN) and ‘High Flyers’ (RKO), 
dual. Big $8.200 anticipated. Last 
week, ‘Last Gangster’ (MGM) and 
‘Girl wit) Ideas’ (U), dual, held ten 
days, $9,000, rreat. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1.350: 16-27- 
37)—Bulldog Drummond Comes 
Back’ (Par) and ‘Mr. Boggs Steps 
Out’ (GN), dual, and vaude. Indi- 


cated slow $2,600. Last week, ‘Flight 
from Glory’ (RKO), and ‘Love on 
Air’ (FN), dual, and vaude, okay at 
$3.000. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,106; 32-37-42)—‘True Confession’ 
(Par) and “Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry’ 
(MGM). dual, nice campaign aiding 
fcr $7,800, good. Last week, ‘Ebb 
Tide’ (Par) and ‘Big Town Girl’ 
(20th), dual, £6,800, strong 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850: 21-32)-—~ 
‘Emile Zola’ (WB) and ‘Life of Party’ 
(RKO). dual. Anticipated fair $2.- 
500. ‘That Certain Woman’ 
and ‘Something to Sine About’ «GN), 
dual, moderate at $2.600. 


PORTLAND, ORE., DOWN; 
‘CONFESSION’ N.G. $5,300 


oe, Portland, Ore., Dec. 21. 
This is the worst b.o. week in the 








falling flat. Hamrick-Evergreen Par- 
amount put in its Christmas booking, 
‘True Confession,’ seven days in ad- 
vance to zip up a little extra trade, 
thus getting the best play in town. 

Parker Theatres preferred to 
splurge advance bally on ‘Hurricane’ 
and ‘Rosalie,’ which are set for the 
Broadway and UA next week. 
Broadway surrendered one day's 
grosses by giving free admish all 
yesterday (Monday) to anyone 
bringing an item of groceries for 
Christmas charity. Lobby was piled 
with merchandise, but no cash for 
ducats. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2.000: 30-55) 


‘Magnificent Obsession’ (MG) (reic- 
sue). Dull $3,800. Last week ‘52nd 
Street? (UA) and ‘Octopus’ (FN) 
closed for fair $4,500. 

i Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) ().- 
500; 30-55)—Awful Truth’ «Col) and 
‘45 Fathers’ (20th), fourth week, 
good enouch $2,500. Third week $3.- 
200, following two good weeks at the 
Paramount. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.000; 30-55)—Ebb Tide’ (Par) and 
‘First Lady’ (WB) held second week 
for poor $3,500. First week just an 
average score with $5.000. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3.000; 30-55)—'True Confession’ 
(Par) and ‘Big Town Girl’ (20th). 
Disappointing $5,300. Last week ‘The 


Barrier’ ‘Par) and ‘Danver. Love at 
Work’ (20th) six days for weak 
$4.000. 


United Artists (Parker) (1.000: 20- 
55)—'They Won't Forget’ (FN) and 
‘Thorobreds Don't Cry’ «MG) get- 
ting sad $3,700. Last week ‘The Last 
Gangster’ (MG) and ‘Some Blondes 
Are Dangerous’ (U) did about the 
briskest trade in town wiih okay 
$5,500. 





Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 


(FN). 


year, with all attempts to hep it up ° 


—‘Beg, Borrow or Sieal’ (MG) and * 





¢ 
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True Confession Fairish 


73000 


Despite the Season in Chicago; 


Ted Lewis Hypes ‘Gal to $18,000 








Chicago, Dec. 21. 


Christmas is getting closer and 
business is getting no better. It’s 


just the question of sticking it out| 
and tearing off the pages of the cal-| 
endar each day until Dec. 25 rolls 
’round. : 
Couple of the theatres are ignoring 
the pre-Xmas week axiom, however, 
and are really doing their best to}; 
drum up trade, even stepping out} 
attractions which would be| 
box-office in a normal 





powerful 
week. Balaban & 
white-haired spot of the circuit, giv- 
ing the house “True Confession’ cur- | 
rently in an attempt to hold up that 
house’s gross, no matter what the 
rest of the loop circuit may do. 
Over at the Palace they have Ted 
Lewis gang on the stage for thi 
week, which also is a genuine effori 
to cope with the situation and put 
the house’s best foot forward. Both 
ef these spots are responding to thi 
treatment and are getting better than 





the average take currenily. 

‘Awful Truth’ holds on at _ the| 
Apollo, going into its fourth loop} 
gallop on plenty of strength, There's | 
ection film at the Oriental, Roose- 
velt and State-Lake, with the Gar-| 
rick trying for the femmes with| 
"First Lady.’ | 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Awful Truth’ (Col). Fourth week | 
jn loop and still holding to $4,509. | 
Last week was good with $6,000. 

‘Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )- 
*True Confession’ (Par) and stage 
show. Lombard name here now coin, 
following ‘Nothing Sacred’ click only | 
a fortnight ago at Roosevelt but | 
$23,000 on the session just fairly 
200d for this week. Last week ‘I'll | 
Boke Romance’ (Col) faded to] 
meagre $21,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) | 
—'‘First Lady’ (WB). Only for the 
femmes and they’re too busy shop- 
ping currently to pay much atten- 





tion to pietures. Holding this one 
down to $5,000 at most, fair. Last 
week, ‘Danger — Love at Work’ 


(20th) suffered from same reason and 
pulled weakish $4,500. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75 )— 
“Navy Blue’ (MG) and vaude. Action 
egnte getting the children and men, 
yut the femmes don’t want any part 
eof it. Distributors yowling for book- 
{ngs in this theatre due to its excel- 
ent spotting and capacity, yet B. & 
<. keeps juggling its top pictures out 
of the house. Currently maybe 
815,000, not what house should ordi- 
marily gross. Last week not any bet- 
fer with ‘52nd St.’ (UA) at $15,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
-— ‘Girl With Ideas’ (U) and vaude. 
Ted Lewis orchestra headlining and 
accounting for all the business, which 
ts okay currently at $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Dinner At Ritz’ (20th) folded 
to soggy $13,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75) — ‘Thoroughbreds’ (MG). Strug- 
gling along and won't be around for 
much longer. For second week woe- 
ful $3,500. Last week, its opener. 
was draggy with $7,500. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35-45- 
85) —- ‘West of Shanghai’ (WB) and 


vaude. Good action stuff for this 
house, but this family trade is a 
great respecter of pre-Xmas, with 
the result that the house will settle 
down with a $11,000, lower than 


house has done in some time, but 
still all right under the conditions. 
Last week, ‘Girl Said No’ (GN) was 
okay with $12,300. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75 )—‘Firefly’ (MG). Opened 
in midweek but getting no pnarticular 
play at the b.o. much weaker than 
previous Jeanette MacDonald flick- 
ers. Indications for $12,500 for open- 
er. Last week, ‘Conquest’ (MG). fin- 
ished second week to flabby $8,509. 





‘Angel’-Bowes Unit, 
Fair $4,500 in Okie. 


Oklahoma City, Dec. 21. 
Holiday biz holding up well con- 








sidering the season. 
Estimates for This Week | 


Criterion (Standard) (1,700: 10-35- | 
40)— ‘Angel’ (Par) Bowes Interna- 
tional Unit on stage. Probably fair 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Certain Woman’ 
(FN) with Keys Quadruplets on 
Stage, $3,400, blah. 

Liberty (Standard) (1,500: 10-20- 
25) — ‘Flight From Glory’ (RKO) 
and ‘Adventurous Blonde’ (FN) first 
half, with ‘Bad Guy’ (MG) and ‘Idol 
ot Crowds’ (U) next. Looks an aver- 
age $2,500. Last week. ‘Women Men 
Marry’ (MG) with stage show did 
$2,200, and ‘Wild Money’ (Par) with 
she’s No Lady’ (Par), second half 
week did slightly above average fo 
$2.800. : 

Midwest (Standard) (1,500: 10-20-| 


40) — ‘Navy Blue’ (MG), bit under| ‘When in Love’ 


—— > 


‘Submarine D-l’ (FN), took $4,700, 
good. 

State (Noble) (1.400; 10-25-40) — 
‘Dr. Svn’ (GB) with ‘Boots and Sad- 
dies’ (Rep). About $3,000 for nine- 
day spread, not quite average. Last | 
week, ‘Portia’ (Rep) brutal at $1,800 

To (1,100; 10-25-35) 


wer (Standard) 

ms on Broadway’ 
better than $1,800, poor. Last 
‘First Lady’ (WB) flop at $1,700. 


‘Bl ) ) 


BAND TOPS IN 
DET, $17,000 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 
Blotto is the word for grosses as 


boys await Santa’s annual peregri- 


| nation 


No spot getting by unscathed, with 
dragging down 
totals, like ‘Something to 
Sing About,’ plus Count Basie’s band, 
at the Fox, will get top coin. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-50) 
‘Hell Divers’ (Col) (revival) plus 
‘Life Begins with Love’ (Par), dual. 
Getting okay $4,300. Last stanza over 
58.500, best in weeks, on ‘Awful 
Truth’ (Col) (re-run) and ‘Outlaws 
of Orient’ (Col), former moved here 
after disappointing session at Fox. 


coupla  holdovers 


but looks 


Fox (Indie) (5,000; 40-50-75) — 
‘Something to Sing About’ (RKO) 
with Count Basie band on stage. 


Nothing to warble about at $17,000. 
Last week worse, at $15,000, on 
‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U) and Will 
Osborne bahd on stage. 

Madison (United Detroit) (2,000: 
40-50-75 )—‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA) (3d 


week). Held for third session, worth 
around $6,000, better than second 
week’s $5,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-50-75)—‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) 
plus stage show. Brutal biz at 
$9,500. Okay last stanza, at $19,000 
tor ‘Submarine D-l’ (WB) and 
‘American Dance Revue’ on stage. 


Palms-Siate (United Detroit) 
(3.000; 30-40-50)—‘They Won’t For- 
get’ (WB) plus ‘Thunder Trail’ (Rep), 
dual. Okay $7,000. Last session about 
$9,000 on ‘52nd Street’ (UA) and 
‘Murder on Diamond Row’ (UA), 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-50-75) —‘Last Gangster’ 
(MG) (2d week). Should get about 
96,000, fair, following first stanza’s 
$9,300, pretty good. 


Garbo-Boyer Cold 
In Lincoln, $2,000 


Lincoln, Dec. 21. 

Xmas prostrated grosses will bare- 
ly pay for the lights this week, al- 
most every house being bruised. 

Vaude at the Orph is holding up, 
though not up to par. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kiva (Westland) (440; 10-15-20-25) 
—Tt’s All Yours’ (Col). Light $800. 
Last week, ‘Something to Sing 
About’ (GN). $700 

Liberty (LTC) 
‘Lonely Valley’ (U) 
(20th), split with 
(U) and ‘Small Town Girl’ (MG). 
Just fair, $800. Last week, ‘Youth on 
Parole’ (Rep) and ‘Prairie Thunder’ 
(WB), split with ‘Partners in Crime’ 
(Par) and ‘Love on Run’ (MG), 
same $3800. 

Lincoln (LTC) 10-20-25 )— 
‘Make a. Wish’ (RKO). Moderate 

Breen here: 


pace, no likee 
possible and weak. Last week, ‘Wide 
(Par) and ‘Love at 





(1,200; 10-15)— 
and ‘50 Roads’ 
‘Adventures End’ 


(1,600; 


and Handsome’ 
Work’ (20th), on a 10-day split, aver- 
age $3,600. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1.350: 
25-40)—"Westland Case’ 
‘Hollywood Sketchbook Revue,’ split 
with ‘Bengal Lancer’ (Par) and 
‘There Goes Groom’ (RKO). Okay 
$2,000 Last week, ‘West of Shang- 
hai’ (WB) and ‘Great Garrick’ (WB). 
around $1,000, stage show missed. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900: 10-25-49)~— 
‘Conquest’ (MG). 
set $2.000, worst take in many a day. 
Last week, ‘Stage Door’ (RKO), slim 
$3,000 

Varsity 


10-15-20- 
(U) and 


(Westland) (1,100; 10-15) 
—Strangers on Honeymoon’ (WB) 
ind “Riders of Rockies’ (GN), split 


with “Gangway’ (GB) and ‘Headin’ 





week, | 


i 

é | 6 3 

Katz continues to} a 

pamper its Chicago theatre as th 


$1,900 | 


Will be lucky to} 


| 


Bast’ .(Col). Average. $900 Last | 

eek, ‘Promise ,to Pay’ (Col) and} 
‘Wyoming Trail’ (Col), split with 
(Col) and ‘Shadow’ 


average for about $4,000. Last week. (Col), slow $900, 





DENVER IN SNOWDRIFT; 


‘NAVY BLUE’-KING 106 


Denver, Dec. 21. 
Snowstorm and Christmas shop- 
ping are denting the grosses here this 
week. First runs have been taking 
it on the chin, except the Orpheum. 
where ‘Navy Blue and Gold’ and ‘Fit 
for a King’ are rating a holdover. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,500: 25-40)—‘*The 


Perfect Specimen’ (FN) (2d run). 
Fair $2,500. Last week ‘Nothing 
Sacred’ (UA) (2d run), nice $3,700. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40) 
‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA) (3d run) 

(Par). No} Strong $2,500. Last week ‘Cloistered 

(Inde), nice $3,000 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35 
w. Daughter of Shanghai’ (Par) 
| Poor $2,300. Last week ‘Lives of a 
Bengal Lancer’ (Par), fair $5,000 

Denver (fox) (2,500; 25-35-90)— 
‘Love I’m After’ (WB) and ‘Forty- 
fite Fathers’ (20th). Fair $7,000. 
Last week ‘Perfect Specimen’ (FN) 
good enough $8,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Navy Blue’ (MG) and ‘Fit for a 
King’ (RKO). Nice $10,000. [ast 


week ‘Conquest’ (MG) and ‘Live, 
Love and Learn’ (MG). Strong $8,509. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40) 
‘They Won't Forget’ (FN) and ‘Gans- 





i days, ending last 


way’ (GB). Fair $2,500. Last week 

‘Merry-Go-Round of 1938’ (U) and 

‘Westland Case’ (U), good $4,090 
Rialto (Fox) (900; 25-40)—‘Second | 


(20th) (2d run) 
End’ (U). Moderate 
$1,500. Last week ‘Awful Truth 
(Col) (8d run) and ‘The Man Who 
Crief Wolf” (U), good $2,000. 


Honeymoon’ 
‘Adventures 


‘CONFESSION 


18¢ BEST IN 
BRUTAL Sk 


San Francisco, Dec. 21 
Exhibs here will breathe a sigh of 


7 
ana | 





relief when this week is out of the | 


wav. Best of the newcomers 1s ‘True 
Confession’ at the Fox 
playing with ‘Thoroughbreds Don't 
Cry,’ which is better than the usual 
run of pictures occupying the lower 
half of the bill at this house. Fred 
MacMurray made a p.a. opening day, 
and biz looks o.k. 
Estimates for This Week 

Embassy (Cohen) (1,512; 35-55-75) 
—Street Scene’ (UA) and ‘Three 
Broadway Girls’ (UA). Failure of 
‘52nd Street’ to hold up in its hold- 
over stanza responsible for these two 


oldies being dug up. ‘Three Broad- 
way Girls’ was formerly _ titled 
‘Greeks Had a Word for Them. 


Expect very mild $3,000 on this pair. 
Last week (2nd) ‘52nd Street’ and 
‘Action for Slander’ (UA) nosedived 
to poor $3,500. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘True Confession’ (Par) and ‘Thor- 
oughbreds’ (MG). Fex brought this 
in several weeks before opening of 
‘Nothing Sacred,’ the Carole Lom- 
bard starrer for United Artists, 
presumably in the hopes of taking 
the edge off that picture. Both thea- 
tres are giving Lombard pictures 
terrific campaigns. Both pictures are 
pretty much the same type and 
natural competitors. All sorts of de- 


vices are being practiced by ace 


publicists from Par and Selznick or- | 


Sanizations. Considering that the 
playing time for ‘Confession’ is dur- 
ing the worst week in show biz here 


Fox can’t complain at take of $18,000 
dh de 
4 


Last week ‘It’s Love I'm After’ (WB) 


and ‘Big Town Girl’ (20th) mild 
$14,000. A 
Golden Gate (RKO) 


(2,850 
yy and 


75)—Fit for King’ (RK¢ \ ; 
ville. Joe E. Brown picture will be 
lucky to get fair $14,500. Last 
week ‘Victoria’ (RKO) and vaude- 


ville managec $13.500, fair ; 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 25-55-79) 
—‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ (U) 
and ‘Greenwich Village’ (Col) (2nd 


week). Several previews thrown in. 
and advai. ‘age taken of absence ot 
customers to install new n yuee: 


mav dip below $5,000. Last 
$8,000, same bill. 
Paramount (F-WC) (2.740; 35-55- 
75)—‘First Lady’ (WB) and ‘Blossor 
(J 


on Broadway’ ar) Parat 1 
sneaked in the Edv 1A ld pic- 
ture, local crix Lady’ b I 
notices of the two. Have hope yf 


getting $11,000. Last week ‘Bai 
(Par) and 
did poor $12,000 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1.47 


75)—‘Love I’m After’ (WB) and ‘Big 
Town Girl’ (20th) (2nd v » Onl 
reason f ) oving this pair over 
from the Fo ; that nothing will lo | 
any biz at this house this week and] 
theatre saves some money by USIMg | 
pair from another house; looks very | 
weak $4,000. Last week ‘Submarine’ 
(WB) and ‘Octopus’ (WB) (3rd 
we-k) managed fair enough $5,000. 
United Artists ‘Cohen’ (1,200; 35- | 
55-75 \—*Zenda’ (UA) (5th week). Has | 
overstayed its welcome, during the | 


ere it is| 
where | while 





| 


‘Th Way Please’ (Pan ) | 


| (20th) (1st 


a = mm 


Bway Has Pre-Xmas Blues, Excent 
or True Confession’-Russ Morgan, 


Big $52,000, and Grace Moore's 836 


It’s the week before Christmas and | Morgan orchestra, plus Eddie Garr. 


all through Broadway nothing is | 


stirring he Music Hall and 
two theatres 


except at 


Paramount. These 


are 


loing exceptionally well in opposi- | 

tion to Ki Kringle and the stores 

The rest are sore at Santa right 

LOM’ 
‘True Confession’ is a Christma 

Dp ent ivance for t) Par that 

has ’em thinking there must be a 


Santa after all On the first seven | 


night (Tues.), this | 


picture, together with the Ru Mor- | 
gan orchestra, pulled most of the 
loose business to be found, scoring | 
a mighty $52,000. The rest of what | 


this week goes to the Hall, where 


its 
little b.o. spending money is around 
| 
the Grace Moore draught is bringing } 


a very satisfying $83,000 for ‘I'll | 
Take Romance.’ Picture goes a sec- | 
ond week, ‘Tovarich’ to open. Thurs- 
iy (30) for New Year’s. ‘Confes- | 
ion’ also holds another week, Pa | 
bringing in ‘Wells Fargo’ and Fred | 
Waring Wednesday (29). 

‘Charlie Chan at Monte Carlo,’ at | 


the Roxy, is one of the poorer of | 
four other new pictures battling the | 
pre-Xmas jinx. ‘Chan’ will be deep | 
carmen at under $22,000. Two others 
hat are equally bad are ‘Bulldog 
Drummond's Revenge,’ Criterion im 


cumbent, $5,800 tops, and ‘Under 
Suspicion,’ which will not get as 


much as a sour $4,000 for the Globe. 
Some overflow from the Par is prob- 


ably helping the Rialto to a fair 
$6.500 with ‘The Shadow.’ 
Several current holdovers§ are 


very lymphatic, led by ‘Last Gang- 
ster’ on its second (current) week at 
the Capitol. The receipts will be 
only around $15,000. Rivoli’s fourth 
week of ‘Damsel in Distress’ is very 
distressing at only about $6,500, 
while the fourth (final) Strand week 
of ‘Zola,’ ending last night, totaled 
to around $14,000. lLast-mentioned 
isn’t so bad, considering. ‘First Lady’ 
comes into the Strand today (Wed.), 
the Riv debuts Friday (24) 
with ‘Hitting a New High.’ 

‘Hurricane,’ on its sixth week end- 
ing Monday night (20) was $10,600. 
It continues through the holidays, 
closing the night of Jan. 2. 20th-Fox 
takes house for ‘Old Chicago,’ which 
has its premiere Jan. 6. Company is 
spending $50,000 on the advance 
campaign for the New York run. 

A 35c morning price at the Roxy, 
recently attempted, against 25c at 
opposition houses with stage shows 
such as the Paramount and State, 
plus straight film first runs, was be- 
lieved to have hurt a. m. business, 
and return to two bits is scheduled 
for house effective Friday (24) with 
opening of ‘You’re a Sweetheart.’ 

State (2d run) is among houses 
suffering from Xmas shopping. It 
probably will not get more than 
$18,000 with ‘Conquest’ and a vaude 
bill headed by the Noble Sissle or- 
chestra and team of Shaw and Lee. 
Palace, dualer, also down, but could 
be worse than $7,500 this particular 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Hurricane’ (UA) (7th week). Slid 
to $10,600 last week (6th) but sticks 
through holidays for that hypo and 
closes down Sunday night (2). ‘Old | 
Chicago’ (20th) debuts Thursday | 
night, Jan. 6. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
Last Gangster’ (MG)  (2d-final) 
week. Lost ground badly on hold- 
over, looking only around $15,000 for 
econd (final) week. First seven 
days tallied close to $30,000. ‘Navy 

‘ue and Gold’ (MG) tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Drum- 
mond’s Revenge’ (Par). Too manv 





Drummond pictures lately may be 
confusing audience factor; however, 
bad at $5,800 tops. Last week, ‘Miss- 
ing Witness’ ‘WB) also missed, only | 
around $6,500. B. S. Moss now has | 
100°, control of house, having bought 
out Harry Charnas’ 50% interest 

Globe (1,274: 25-40-55-65)—‘Under 
Suspicion’ (Col). Anything doing a 
badly as this picture should be un- 
der suspicion: less than $4,000 indi- 
cated Last wee k, ‘Big Town Girl’ 
(20°:) a all-shot grosser, only 
round $3569 ; 
Palace (1,700: 25-35-55)—‘Second 
Honeyvmo (20th) (2d run) and 
‘Adventurou Blonde’ 

no), dualed. 3Zusiness slow on this 
pair but could be worse, $7.500. L~- t 
week’s twin bill of ‘Heidi’ (20th) (2d 
run) and ‘Danger, Love at Work’ 
run), $7,200. 

Paramount (3.664; 25-35-55-85-99 )— 
‘True Confession’ (Par) and Russ 


a 





$4,900. Last week $7,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
—‘Firefly’ (MG) (3rd week). 
bad $7,000 in sight. Last week did 


$9,000, fair. 


| ‘West of Shanghai’ 


(WB) (1st! 


“he surprise of all time for the week 
before Christmas; $52,000 first week 
ending last night (Tues.) very big, 
and holds a_ second. Last week, 
‘Thrill of Lifetime (Par) and the 
George Hall orchestra, $33,000, plenty 
profit 

Radio City 
60-85-99-$1.65) 


Musie Hall 


‘Lil Lake 


(5,980; 40- 


, ’ 
hOomance 


(Col) and iage v. Grace Moore 
musical doing very well for the week 
ahead of Xma it $83,000 and stays 
a second through Ch tma: Last 
week third for ‘No ng Sacred’ 
(UA), $62,000, a litile weak put profit. 
Rialto (750; 25-40-55 he Shad- 
ow’ (Col), They fall in here regard- 
less, probably around $6,500 this 
week, fair enough. Last week, ‘Beg, 
30rrow or Steal’ (MG), $6,000. 
Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99 — 
}‘Damsel in Distr (RKO) (4th 
week ), A forced run, this week 
(4th) meaning only 00 after a 
third week’s slide to around $10,000 
House brings in ‘Hitting a New High’ 


(RKO) Friday (24) 
Roxy (5,836; 35-55-75) 
Monte Carlo’ (20th) an 


‘Chan at 


i stage show. 


Snake cyes came up on the dice, 
house ing rto red at this side of 
$22,000, bad. Last week, ‘45 Fathers’ 
(20th) was a little better, but also 


carmen at $23,000. 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75 )—Zola’ 
(WB) A4th-final week). Off quite 
harply t. $14,000 on final week end- 
ing last night (Tues.) but on 28-day 
run very profitable. Third week was 


close to $22,000. ‘First Lady’ (WB) 
op. 1s today (Wed.). 
State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Conquest’ 


(MG) (2d run) and vaude headed by 
Noble Sissle orchestra and team of 
Shaw and Lee. This week the gross 
looks pretty shabby at under $18,000, 
Last week, ‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG) 
and the Leith Stevens orchestra also 
suffered, under $20,000. 


‘LADY’ LEADING 
CINCY WiTH 
39,000 


Cincinnati, Dec. 21. 
Lady’ is the b. o. topper 
currently for $9,500 at the Albee. 
Keith’s is exceeding expectations 
with a $5,000 tag on ‘West of Shang- 
hai.’ 

Disappointing is the trade on ‘45 
Fathers’ at the Palace. Pic will be 
in for only six days. Take for that 
period is tabbed at $5,000, a dismal 
figure for the Palace. Lyric is okay 
with $4,500 on ‘High Flyers.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Abbee (RKO) (3,300: 35-42)—‘First 
Lady’ (WB). All right, $9,500. Last 
week, ‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ 
(Rep), $8,000, fair. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42 )—‘Last 
Gangster’ (MG). Transferred from 
Palace for second week, poor, $3,500. 





‘First 


Last week, ‘Angel’ (Par), $3,000, 
brutal. 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 


‘Game That Kills’ (Col), ‘Happened 
in Hollywood’ (Col), ‘Behind the 
Mike’ (U), singly. Okay, $2.300. Ditto 
last week with ‘Westland Case’ (U), 
‘Shadow Strikes’ (GN), ‘Women Men 
Love’ (MG). 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—‘Navy 
3lue and Gold’ (MG). Broucht back 
for third downtown week. All right, 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Awful Truth’ 
(Col) (5th week), $3,000. good. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1.500; 25-40)— 
(WB). Surpris- 
ingly strong, $5.000. Last week. ‘Sub- 


|; marine D-1l’ (WB) (2d week), $4,500, 


| good. 
| Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Hich 
| Flyers’ (RKO). Okay. $4,500. Last 


week, ‘Hold ’Em, Navy’ (Par), $4,000, 
fair. 
Palace 
Fathers’ (20th), 
$5,000. Last 
(MG). $10.000 
Shubert 
‘Victoria 


$4,000. 


(RKO) (2,600: 35-42 )—‘45 
Six day Terrible, 
week, ‘Last Gangster’ 
g od. 

(RKO) (2,150: 35-42)— 
the Great’ (RKO) Fail 
Last week, ‘I'll Take Ro- 


|} mance’ (Col), $5,500, good. 


| he became a Hollywood we 
| has ret 


final nine days of its run only about | 





Tex Ritter Home Towning 

: Houston, Dec. 21 

Tex Ritter, former radio singer 
and choir director in Hous‘on before 
tern star, 
a urned home for the Christmas 
holida; 

Tex made a personal 


at the Pasadena 


appearance 
theatre Sunday, 
his films was being 


re one ol 


screened, 


a ee 
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Film Grosses Fall in Xmas-Hit Philly: 
‘Sacred 446 for Month, ‘Fargo’ Up 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 
Philly film grosses this week are 


very slim. Usual Xmas shave has 
left town suffering. 

Even ‘Nothing Sacred,’ which 
acquired distinction of being first 
pic of the season to merit fou weeks 


h. o., hardly showing itself worthy 
of the honor. It’s just limping to 
$6,000 for final stanza and goes out 


tomorrow, although it did nicely for 
the month, $44,000. 
Handsome notices from the pro 


ganderers helping to push ‘Wells 
Fargo’ at « e Stanley is the brightest 
point in town. It’s soaring to lusty 
$16,500 and looks certain to be set 
for at least one more sesh. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1.200; 40-55-75)— 
‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA) (4th week). 
One of season’s niftiest comedies, 
clicked extra special in Philly, al- 
though bogged final week with n. s. 
h. $6,000. Last stanza knocked off 
favorable $8,700. Averaged nil vy 
$11.0C0 for while here. ‘Hurrieane’ 
in Thursday. 

Arcadia (Segall-Sablosky) (600; 
35-40-50)—‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ 
(Par). Not even so-so on this re- 
issue; $1,250 for six days. ‘Barrier’ 
(Par) came in today for second run 
in Philly. 

Boyd (WB) (2,400; 40-55-65)— 
‘First Lady’ (WB). This can be 
hardly a lady at $10.300, Xmas or 
not. Last week, ‘I'll Take Romance’ 
took little else with $10,400. ‘To- 
varich’ comes in Friday in an at- 
tempt to recoup. 


Earle (WB) (3.000; 25-40-55) 
"Paid io Dance’ (Col). Veloz and 
Yolane: fleshing. With house de- 


pending on vaude to build fancy 
b. 0.’s, unvity dance team lacks as 
marquee hypo; $18,000 not so bad, 
nevertheless. Last week, ‘Married an 
Artist’ (Col) and Ina Ray Hutton and 
Hal LeRoy on stage snared oke 
$20,200. 

Fox (WB) (2,300; 40-55-65 )—‘Beg, 
Borrow’ (MG). Pretty sick with $9,- 
500. ‘Merry-Go-Round’ (Rep) last 
week . dicsappointer at punk $9,900. 
Should move right along or Friday. 
though, when ‘Love and Hisses’ 
comes to town. 

Kariton (WB) (1,100; 40-50)— 
Dinner at Ritz’ (20th). Out of usual 
order of things to shoot first-run 
into this house and this one just 
about making the grade with $4,000. 
Second run of ‘Submarine D-1’ (WB) 
last week not much better at $4,300. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,400; 40-50)—‘Navy 
Blue’ (MG) (2d run). Considering 
trade elsewhere, this one really 
amazingly big with $5,100. Last ses- 
sion, ‘Damsel in Distress’ (RKO) «2d 
run) in need of a lifesaver $4,100. 

Stanley (WB) (3,000; 40-55-65)— 
*Wells l‘argo’ (Par). Pleasure to be- 
hold after rest of the crop, this 
hypoed horse opry lassoing nifty 
$16,500 and good for another week. 
Last stanza, ‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) thumbs 
down with $13,000, despite pleasant 
reaction from press o. 0.-ers. 

? Stanton (WB) (1.700; 30-40-50)— 

‘Riding on Air’ (RKO). Joe E. 
Brown, heretofore inevitable Earle 
fare, being experimented with at 
action-loving Stanton and not mak- 
ing the grade at $4,400. Last week. 
‘Night Club Scandal’ (Par) fair t» 
middlin’ $4,700. 


Omaha Cryin’; ‘Ebb Tide’ 
Dual Only Fair $6,500 


Omaha, Dec. 21, 

Pre-Christmas week sees annual 
slump in force on theatre row here. 
Considering downward trend of past 
few weeks, managers are expressing 
faint measure of satisfaction that biz 
has not dropped more than it has. 

Nothing outstanding in way of at- 
fractions at any house, but Omaha 
probably has edge on quality of pro- 
gram, with ‘Ebb Tide’ the reason and 
Jane Withers as second feature 
drawing kids who are out of school. 
= bill here, and strongest 

iz. 





Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Fight Lady’ «RKO) and 
‘Fit for King’ (RKO). Biz slow, but 
could be worse. May reach $4.000, 
okay for pre-Christmas week. Last 
week ‘Circulation’ (FN) and ‘Groom’ 
(RKO). fair $4,300. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 10-25-40)— 
‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) and ‘45 Fathers’ 
(20th). Color pie given first billing, 
but Withers big reason for biz hold- 
ing up in face of Christmas shop- 
ping; $6,500, fair. Last week ‘Angel’ 
(Par) and ‘Hold 'Em, Navy’ (Par), 
dualled for a slow week; $6,100 low- 
est figure in months. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 10-25-40) 
—‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U) and ‘First 
Lady’ (WB). Equal billing given 
here and program holds for eight 
days. With midnight show Saturday 
on Big Apple and extra day will hit 
$9000, fair. Last week 


Mice $8,500 in seven days. 


Baia nie 


| Chrisimas 


| mediocre, 


‘Barrier’ 
(Par) and ‘Love I'm After’ (WB) hii 





The Riffle Is Out 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Cardplaying is among the 
nixed amusements hereafter on 
film sets following difficulty on 
a Warner location when certain 
bit players and extras enjoying 
a contest refused to stop when 
they were needed. 

New ruling has been promul- 
gated by the Screen Actors 
Guild with fines due to be laid 
on offenders. 


No Pix, No Biz in Prov.; 
‘Navy Blue’ Poor $2,500, 
Unit Supports ‘Holsters’ 

















Providence, Dec. 21. 


stands engulfed by  pre- 
lull. Attractions are 


Most 


‘Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry,’ on a 
dueler at Loew’s, leads the pack 
with so-so $8,000, while Empire has 
the edge on rival combo house with 
stage show, ‘Red Hot and Beauti- 
ful,’ drawing them in. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Blondes Are Dangerous’ (U) and 
‘Quick Money’ (RKO). Poor $4,000. 
Last week ‘Damsel in Distress’ 
(RKO) and ‘Danger Patrol’ (RKO), 
petered out to so-so $6,800. 
Carlton (Fay-Loew's) (1,400: 25- 
35-50)—‘Navy Blue’ (MG) and ‘Mur- 
der on Diamond Row’ (UA). No 
more than $2,500 indicated, poor. 
Last week ‘Nothing Sacred’ ‘UA) 
and ‘Murder in Greenwich Village’ 
(Col); weak $3,200 in second week. 
Er:pire (Spitz) (1.600; 25-35-40)— 
‘Empty Holsters’ (WB) and stage 
show. Latter being largely respon- 
sible for activity around this spot; 
looks like nice $6,000. Last week 
‘Sweetheart of Navy’ (Rep) and 
vaude; oke $5,100. 

Fay’s (2,000: 25-35-50)—‘Micsing 
Witnesses’ (WB) and vaude. Pace 
just so-so; stage show not forte 
enough to take natives’ minds off 

ikely to go over $5.- 


shopping: not 
500, so-so. Last week ‘Sub D-1’ 
second week not bad with 


(WB), 
$5,200. 

Loew’s State (3.200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Thoroughbreds’ (MG) and ‘Beg, 
Borrow’ (MG). Leading the field, 
but $8,000 is only so-so. Last week 
‘Navy Blue’ (MG) and ‘Murder on 
Diamond Row’ (UA). good $11,500. 
Maiestic (Fav) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Big Town Girl’ (20th) and ‘Idol of 
the Crowds’ (Ind). Taking it on the 
chin with the rest of them. No more 
than poor $4,000. Last week ‘Gar- 
rick’ (WB) and ‘Alcatraz’ (WB), 
skidded to poor $5,600. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200: 25-35-50)— 
‘Texas Trail’ (Par) and ‘Night Club 
Seandal’ (Par). About the weakest 
biJl in these parts. Probably $4.000, 
very noor. Last week ‘Barrier’ (Par) 
and “Partners in Crime’ (Par), poor 








EMIL JANNINGS WELL 
Stockholm, Dec. 13. 

Emil Jannings, who was critically 
ill here, has recovered, He has re- 
turned to Germany. 

During his visit, the actor told an 
interviewer that foreign stars in Hol- 
lywood would be better actors if 
they stayed in their own countries. 
He said he respected the U. S. film 
city, however. 


| Smith of British Lion 
Huddling Rep. in N. Y. 


Sam Smith, managing director of 
| British Lion Film Co., distributors of 
| Republic Pictures in England, arrives 
l¢omorrow (Thursday) for a year-end 
confab with Republic executives. 

Smith probably will confer with 
Herbert Yates during his stay in 
N. Y. relative to current and future 
product prospects. 


BALTO REVUE, 
‘ARTIST $12,006 





Baltimore, Dec. 21. 


Usual pre-holiday slump here, 


| with the exception of the combo Hip- 


podrome, with ‘Baltimore Follies,’ a 
local talent revue. Coupled with 
‘She Married An Artist’ (Col) the 
twin bill is way ahead of rest of 
town with a bango $12,000 indicated. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century ‘(Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
95-35-40-55 )—‘Live, Love and Learn’ 
(MG). Getting fairish $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (MG) 
built steadily to $11,300. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘Married An Art- 
ist’ (Col) getting plenty of support 
from ‘Baltimore Follies,’ local talent 
revue and leading the parade with 
rousing $12,000. Last week “There 
Goes Groom’ (RKO) and ‘Hollywood 
Hotel Revue’ on stage, not much at 
$9,900. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—‘Girl With Ideas’ (U). 
No more than $3,000. Last week ‘52d 
Street’ (UA), good $6,100. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30-40- 
55)—‘Manhaitan Merry - Go - Round’ 


(Rep). Poor $2,700 in sight. Last 
week ‘Lancer Spy’ (20th) so-so 
$3.200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-30-40- 


55)—This Way, Please’ (Par). Bare 
$3,500. Last week (second) of ‘Sub- 
marine D-1, (WB), $5,900, after open- 
er $15,800. 


Ariiss, $6,000, Okay 
In Mont’l; H. 0.’s Draw 


Montreal, Dec. 21. 











All houses in the dumps currently. 
Palace, with ‘Dr. Syn,’ is the likeliest 
high. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty's (CT) (1,600; $1- 
$2.50). Dark. Last week, ‘Leaning 
on Letty’ legit, not encouraging at 
$3,500. 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Dr. Syn’ 


(G-B) and ‘All In’ (G-B). Arliss, 
locally popular, may gross $6,000, 
very good for season. Last week, 


repeat of ‘Conquest’ (MG), fair $5,- 
000. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)— ‘Ebb 
Tide’ (Par) (2d wk). Should gross 
around $4,500 after good $6,000 in 
first week. 

Loew’s (M.T.Co.) (3,200; 50)—‘Aw- 
ful Truth’ (Col) and ‘Roaring Tim- 
ber’ (Col) (4th wk). Still getting 
play and may gross gees $4,000 after 
good $5,000 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Cloi- 
stered’ (Emp). In this Catholic city 
this church pic may get away with 
$4,500, nice. Last week ‘Navy Blue’ 
(MG) and ‘Love at Work’ (20th), 
fair $4,000. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600 50) ‘Les Hommes Nouveaux’ 
and ‘Une Femme a | 'Interim.’ Should 
get around $2,500, good. Last week, 
fourth repeat of ‘Un Carnet de Bail,’ 
$1,500, good. 

St. Denis ‘(France-Film) (2,300; 34) 
—‘Marius et Fanny.’ An old standby 
that always goes well here and may 
get as high as $4,000, very good. Last 





week, ‘La Porte de Village’ and ‘Ma 
Petite Marquise,’ good $3.500. 





Panic On in Wash.; 


‘Sd St. Plus Pro 


Gridders Poor 136, ‘Barrier’ N. 6. 96 





Washington, Dec. 21, 
Pre-Christmas slump, piled on top 
of worst two months pic houses have 


suffered in years, is brutal this week. 
Not one of the first runs is within 
20% of its average, and total take is 
off considerably more than _ that. 
Capitol is leading with ‘52d Street’ 
and couple of grid stars on stage 
from local pro team, world’s cham- 
pion Redskins. 

All houses took sharp nosedive un- 
der estimates last week, drop setting 
in on Monday and increasing each 
day. Earle pushed to a new low with 
‘She Married an Artist.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424: 35-66)— 
‘52d Street’ (U) and vaude. Cross 
and Dunn top regular stage bill, with 
added interest centering on clever 
p.a. of Cliff Battles and Charlie Ma- 
lone. star pro-gridders of town’s new 
vorld champion Redskins, Even so, 





week won't better floppo $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) and 
Mitzi Mayfair on stage, went steadily 
down to iight $18,000. 

Columbia ‘Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Double Wedding’ (MG) (2d run). 
Should see good $5,000. Last week, 
‘Navy Bive’ «MG). light $3,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,244; 35-66)—‘Bar- 
rier’ (Par) and vaude, Hefty bally 
”» Mary Dees as Harlow double and 
Monte Blue as old pix star helping. 
but can’t top brutal $9,000. Last 
week ‘She Married Artist’ (Col) 
nushed to new low for house with 
pathetic $7,000. 

Keith’s «‘RKO) (1.830; 35-55)— 
‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ (Rep). 
If it sticks it'll wallow with sickly 
4.000. Last week ‘Stage Door’ 
(RKO) (3d week), oke $6,300. 

Palace (Loew) (2.363: 35-55)— 
‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA) (2d week) 
Light $6,500. Last week. same pic 
slipped to under-average $14,000. 








Mpls. Brutal, ‘Specimen’ $5,000, 
Truth; $5,200, ‘Live, Love’ $4,000 





Minneapolis, Dec. 21. 

Although boxoffice conditions have 
been terrible here lately, surprise 
performers are ‘The Awful Truth’ 
and ‘The Girl Said No.’ ‘The Perfect 
Specimen’ also gives promise of turn- 
ing in an acceptable take. 

Remaining for a fifth downtown 
week, ‘The Awful Truth’ continues 
to amaze by its box-office virility. 
This is the first time in local film 
history that any picture has run for 


more than three weeks in Publix 
loop theatres. 

‘The Girl Said No’ goes into its 
second week at the World and is 


giving that house its greatest pros- 
perity in months. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
— ‘Adventurous Blonde’ (FN) and 
‘Carnival Girl’ (U) dual, split with 
‘Born to West’ (Par) and ‘Borrow- 
ing Trouble’ (20th) dual. Fair $800 
indicated. Last week, ‘Glory’ (RKO) 
and ‘Behind the Mike’ (U), dual. 
split with ‘Roll Cowboy’ (20th) and 
‘Murder in Greenwich Village’ (Col), 
fair $1,000, 


Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 
25-35-40) — ‘It’s All Your's’ (Col) 
split with ‘Fight for Your Lady’ 
(RKO). Brutal $2,000 indicated. Last 





week, ‘52nd Street’ (UA), pulled 
after five days and terrible $1,500. 

Minnesota ‘(Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
25-35-55) — ‘Live, Love and Learn’ 
(MG). Title and cast names bring- 
ing in some trade, but heading 
toward bad $4,000. Last week, Zenda’ 
(UA), $8,000 for eight days, fair. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 
25-35-40 )—‘Perfect Specimen’ (WB). 
Despite favorable comment, heading 
for $5,000, poor. Last week, ‘Gang- 
ster’ (MG), $5,800, light. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
55)—‘Awful Truth’ (Col) (5th week). 
Nothing seems to affect this adverse- 
ly; likely to top swell $5,200. Last 
week, $5,900, making around $40,000 
for four weeks, 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25) — 
‘Springtime in Rockies’ (Rep). This 
Gene Autry picture going into sec- 
ond week with satisfactory $600 in- 
dicated. First week, fair $700. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35) — 
‘Ali Baba Goes to Town’ (20th). First 
nabe showing. Light $2,000 in pros- 
pect. Last week, ‘Double Wedding’ 
(MG), $2,500, fair. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—Girl Said No’ (GN) (2d week). 
Gilbert-Sullivan angle pulling class 
trade. Looks like good $1,500. Did 
fine $2,000 first week instead of $1,000 
previously reported. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 





Efforts by the Screen Actors’ Guild to establish a central casting agency 
in New York will not be undertaken until after the first of the year, 
according to Florence Marston, executive secretary of SAG. 

Mrs. Marston stated this week that so many other routine matters were 
taking her attention that she could not undertake to approach the studios 
on this matter until after Jan. 1. Intends to send out a circular letter at that 


time. 


Screen Actors’ Guild now has about 500 members in New York, about 
300 of these paid up, the others being Equity members in good sianding 


during the current dues period, 





Hays office ban imposed on fanmags and all other outlets regarding leg 
art has had the effect of cutting by more than 50% the proportion of 


obscene fan letters received by the femme stars. 


Used to be that nearly 


all objectionable screeds of the pornographic or psychopathic type en- 
closed fotos of gam and torso art scissored from the salacious mags. How- 
ever, these letters never reach the star for whom they are intended, being 


carefully winnowed through secretarial sieves. 


In many cases letters have 


been turned over to postal inspectors resulting in not a few arrests of 


flagrant offenders. 


One per cent of all letters to stars contain proposals 


of marriage, whereas around 80% ask for coin, 





If Hemphill-Noyes, downtown stock house, has any investment in the 
RKO situation, it is probably not a very large investment, despite ac- 


counts to the contrary. 


There was a time when this stock house might 


have had as much as $25,000 worth of RKO debentures and possibly 2,000- 
3,000 shares of RKO common, but whether the firm has any of these se- 
curities still en folio is open. Brokerage houses generally hold for specu- 


lation rather than investment. 


Stanton Griffis, chairman of the executive 


committee of Paramount, is head of the brokerage firm, and that’s as far 
as his connection with RKO, directly or indirectly, can go, apparently, 





Arthur Richman, who wrote ‘Awful Truth,’ from which Columbia proe 
duced its current smash hit, was telling Pittsburgh newspapermen that 


saddest writer in Hollywood these days is Dwight Taylor. 


Seems that 


Taylor had been assigned to colloborate with Vina Delmar on screen play 


of ‘Truth’ and ran into Richman on Coast. 


He apologized to playwright, 


saying he wasn't responsible for adaptation and adding that he felt sure 
flicker would be a flop and had asked studio to eliminate his name from 
credits. Col did, giving Miss Delmar solo billing. Now Taylor, says Rich- 
man, is biting his fingernails all over Hollywood, 





Upping Sonja Henie to $125,000 a picture for three pictures next year 


levels off low figure collected by the skater on three to date. 


Though 


last two brought her $80,000 each, her first stopped at $50,000 and in 


terms of cost was the best money-maker for 20th Century-Fox. 


Star 


herself didn’t want to make three next year figuring that would crowd 
her populariy and, worse, put her in for a heavy tax rap, but studio 
salesmen said there was a shortage of her product and exhibs needed 


more badly. 





Metro crew that went abroad to make ‘A Yank at Oxford’ was sur- 
prised and pained when they learned that shooting footage within the 
hallowed, ivyclad walls of the old school came under the heading of things 


simply not being done. 


Result was that the company had to build its own 


Oxford sets, which could have been better done at Culver City in the first 


place, 





Norma Shearer, trying to get into atmosphere for her forthcoming 


for her, 


Broke the Plains.’ 


picture, ‘Alcatraz.’ 





‘Marie-Antoinette,’ is ogling all the French pix she can get hold of. Wants 
period pix for costume and gesture ideas and any kind of French stuff to 
get that Gallic feel. Metro foreign dept. is digging up every available print 





Paramount releasing the government-made documentary film, ‘The 
River,’ in cooperation with the Dept. of the Interior, 
out by Pare Lorentz, who also produced the U. S.-sponsored, ‘Plow That 
‘River’ has already been shown in Washington, New 
Orleans and Chicago on engagements directly arranged. 


Picture was turned 





When the picture, ‘Hawaii Calls,’ is shown on the screens of the country, 
the title sheet will carry a credit new to the film biz, 
ment, ‘title inspired by Radio KBMB,’ the picture tag having been the 
signature of the Hawaiian station for years. 
Sol Lesser in return for clearance on the title, 


It is an acknowledg- 


Screen credit was given by 





Escape of two convicts from Alcatrax prison caused a flurry of excite- 
ment among Coast exhibitors and.exchanges for rebooking of the Warner . 
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Wanna Bet? 200 L. 


Flourish for Suckers Accommodation 


_ 





Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 


With the approach of the Santa 
Anita racing season, metropolitan 
L.A., including a population of 
around 2,000,000 has gone completely 
daffy with Hollywood probably run- 
ning the highest fever. 

Take of the legalized bookies in 
the town and environs is estimated 
to run $250,000 a day, this despite 
the 10% bite that the bookies grab 
from the suckers, making this town 
4 virtual paradise for gentry who 
wax fat on horse players. 

Right now ‘horse stores,’ as the 
booking establishments are called, 
have sprung up in some of the 
choicest locations, in the residential 
downtown and in Holly- 
woed. One store on Holty wood 
boulevard, close to Vine street, is 
operated by a former character ac- 
tor, who gets a play of around $2,000 
daily, a tenth of which is clear 
profit no matter whether the bet- 
tors win or lose. 

Owing to short price prevailing 
on favorites at Tanforan, and earlier 
at Bay Meadows, where most of the 
play goes, the ‘herse stores’ are 
generally believed to be reaping a 
harvest. When Santa Anita opens 
on Christmas Day, the betting fever, 
according to insiders, will rapidly 
reach its height with the take leap- 
ing probably to quadruple the cur- 
rent aggregate. 


sections, 


De Luxe with Salens 


Investigation shows that around 
200 of the legalized betting parlors 
are now in operation, One de luxe 
deadfall in the heart of Hollywood 
has separate salons for men and 
women, with direct wire service to 
the tracks. There’s a heavy play 
on all races. The 200. establishments 
employ from a dozen to two dozen 
men each and are crowded all after- 
noon with a milling mob of bettors 
studying tip sheets, etc. One news- 
dealer in Hollywood said he would 
have te go out of business except 
for the terrific play that ‘tip sheets 
are getting from the sucker popu- 
lace, who shell out two bits each 
for practically any oracle publica- 
tion that pretends to have feedbox 
info on the ponies, 


Joker in the bookie biz is that 
bettors are supposed to wire wagers 
to the tracks where it is laid on the 
line but insiders know that this is 
so much hooey, that the local tal- 
ent merely pockets the coin, saving 
wire charges and remaining calmly 
confident in the truth of -the old 
saying that ‘all race horse players 
must die broke.’ 


That this faith is not misplaced is 
evidenced in the experience of one 
bettor last week who played $2 
across the board on the fave nag in 
each of eight races at Tanforan, pay- 
ing the 10% bite or $6.60 for each 
$6 wagered. He won four out of 
eight races—still wound up behind 
the eight ball, 

Situation’ is wide open all over 
the area. All suckers are handed 
the welcome sign, even the gawkers 
who come merely to glom the setup 
and do no wagering, Jernts are 
kept pretty clean, all tonsilwash be- 
ing barred. On more than one oc- 
casion, stooges and touts for bottle 
trade have been tossed out on their 
ears. 

_. ,  Flout State Track 

Interpretation of the law,'as pro- 
mulgated by sharps, holds that legal 
bookies in the state may accept bets 
on races at California tracks onby. 
However, the plush and sawdust 
parlors ignore this proviso pretty 
completely, displaying prices on all 
tracks operating in the country and 
openly soliciting wagers on every 
race. Odds-layers themselves are 
uniformly pleased with. the new 
setup, announce that they are in the 
biz to stick, but wondering how soon 
the squawk is going. to come. Up 
to now, test cases in court have all 
come out in favor of the bookies. 
So discouraged have local prosecu- 
tors become that, at this writing, an 
ordinance is being prepared that 
would definitely legalize 60 ‘horse 
stores,’ permitting them to operate 
under license fees. ‘Other’ munici- 
palities in the county, outside L.A. 
are said to be considering even more 
stringent measures of control, us- 
Ing as their guide the ruling of At- 
torney General Webb that bets are 
okay as long as they are actually 
forwarded to the track and laid 


there. 
A few horse parlors are foregoing 
the 10° commission on bets and 


charging a straight admission tariff 


PICTURES 


VARIETY il 








A. ‘Horse Stores’ 








HAVANA’S SEX PIX 


One a Mop-Up—the Other Doesn't | 
Fare Se Well 





Havana, Dec. 21. 
Quickest b.o. film here in years has 
been ‘Como se nace y come se muere’ 
(How We are Born and How We 








Pix Nags 





Santa Anita, Dec. 21. 
Thirteen nominations have 
come from the picture crowd 
for the Santa Anita Handicap, 


$100,000 race for 3-year-olds, 
which will close local racing 
season, March 5. Bing Crosby 


leads off with three—Ligaroti, 
Olimpo and Sabuesco. 

William Goetz has entered 
King Royale; H. C. Hatch, King 
Kong; Harry Cohn, Invermark 
and Handle Cross; William Le 
Baron, Brown Jade; Myron 
Selznick, Can’t Wait and Pasha, 





Die’), shown in almost every house | 
around town and in the sticks until | 
finally there were so many com- | 
plaints that police confiscated it, | 


fined the distributor and sent to jail | 
the Censor’s Bureau man who gave | 


the permit for adult showing only, 
when it was supposed to be shown to 
medical students only. 


Almost all naborhood houses 
around here played it in extra show- 
ings at midnight. Film, purely 
scientific, was too raw for general 
showing as it was a non-censored 


flicker showing several birth action 
cases, and alse all about sexual ail- 
ments and their consequences. It is 
estimated the distributor cleaned up 
more than $50,000 in about a month 
of showing, which sets a new record, 
at 30c. top. 

Cashing in on the publicity Ernesto 
Smith advertised ‘El Misterio de los 
Sexos’ (‘Sex Mysteries’) for men 
only at Campoamor, Encanto and 
Alkazar, and for femmes at Neptuno 
for two days. As the film was greatly 
ballyhooed, the stag theatres were 
packed at a midnight performance 
yesterday, but there was a general 
protest from the customers who con- 
sidered themselves cheated and at 


Campoamor there was a near riot | 


from the cash dispensers who wanted 
their money returned. 


Kreisler’s Big Apple 





and Raoul Walsh, Grand Mani- 
tou and Frexo. 


Altogether 93 horses were 
nominated including such fa- 
vorites as Jack Gunn’s Sea- 


biscuit and Sam Riddle’s War 
Admiral. 











‘Amb Pix Fights 
Lab's Move To 
Liquidate Films 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Seeking to retain control of film 
properties valued at $300,000, Am- 
bassador Pictures, Inc., has a peti- 
tion on file in Federal court seeking 
an. order to prevent .the Malcolm 
Laboratories Corp. of New York and 
Malcolm & Marks Trading Corp. 
from disposing of negatives held by 
them as security on a $50,000 prom- 
} issory note. 
| Ambassador claims that the de- 
fendants are attempting to dispose 
of the pledged properties at much 
less than their worth, especially 
mentioning the negative on ‘Swing 
| It, Professor,’ Pinky Tomlin musical 








Misha ‘ Br k | which, it is claimed, will bring in 
Pp; onen Arm) >: least $60,000, with other pledged 





Washington, Dec. 21. 

B. Bernard Kreisler, former Gov- 
ernment rep on the, Motion Picture 
Code Board in Hollywood, broke his 
left arm when he slipped on a waxed 
floor, here last week. 

Kreisler is here as special repre- 
sentative for Paramount and had 
been on a trip through the south. 
Upon his return he was demon- 
strating an original ‘Big Apple’ step 
to a Par Newsreel cameraman when 
the slippery floor betrayed him. 
Crashed down on the left wing and 
it snapped at the elbow. Kreisler 
now gives credence to the old ‘Apple 
a Day’ axiom and inserts a word to 
fit his situation. Says ‘A real apple 
a day keeps the doctor away.’ 


Regular Hays Meet Held 


Regular quarterly meeting of Hays 
office directors was held yesterday 
(Tues.) after several postponements. 
Routine business connected with 
Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors Assn. handled, with no 
official announcement made on any 
action taken. 

Directors attending included Will 
Hays, Barney Balaban, Harry Buck- 
ley, R. H. Cochrane, Jack Cohn, E. 
W. Hammons, Ed Hatrick, Sidney 
Kent, Albert Warner and Nick 
Schenck. 











Putnam’s Travelog 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Party headed by George Palmer 
Putnam, husband of Amelia Earhart, 
started last week for the Galapagos 
Islands in Tay Garnett’s yacht, 
Athene, in search of rare fauna, flora 
and fish in the interest of the Cali- 
fornia Zoological society. 

Voyagers will be gone 
months and expect to shoot a lot of 
travel footage. Stops are to be made 
at Panama and Guayaquil. 





of 40c, breaking a lot better than 
even on that basis. 





Chicago, Dec. 21. 


Determined effort of Mayor Kelly | 


and City Council to legalize bookie 
spots has theatre operators worried 


as to what effect such action will 
have on matinees. Plans under 
consideration would. call for $5,000 


annual license fee, a limit of from | 


five to ten spots per ward, and none 
with first floor locations. 


Worry of some theatre men is dis- | 


counted by others who can't see) 
how making the already present 
beokies pay a license fee will change 
matinee situation at all, 


three | 


films making up the balance of the 
$300,000, sufficient to clear all of 
Ambassador’s obligations under the 
77B reorganization plan. 

Ambassador was given a delay un- 
til Jan. 15 to report on whether it 
may be advisable to reject any con- 
tracts now held with players and 
others. Some of these players are 
May Robson, Frankie Darro, Lyle 
Talbot, Grace Bradley, Gene Austin, 
Stepin Fetchit, Jack LaRue, Donald 
Novis and Wynne Gibson, most of 
their contracts being due for option 
exercise by Jan. 15. 


Selzer WB Trailer Chief 


Hollywood, Dec, 21. — 
Edward Selzer moves in as head 
of the trailer department, appointed 
by Jack L. Warner. Sandy Abra- 
hams, formerly in charge of the de- 
partment, remains an assistant ‘to 
Selzer. 
Selzer, after leaving the studio 
press chief post, worked with Bryan 
Foy on ‘B’ pix. 


Haley Starts New 


Contract in ‘Alex’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Snaring a renewed contract at 
20th-Fox, Jack Haley has been as- 
signed a featured part in ‘Alexan- 
der’s Ragtime Band,’ to start earty in 
January. , 
Role will be Haley’s first under the 
new ticket, 














Hepburn’s Next 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Next Katharine Hepburn feature 
at RKO will be “The Mad Miss Man- 
ton,’ to be produced by Pandro S. 
Berman. 
| Wilson 
story, 





Collison — scribbed the 





In‘on the Launching 
Hollywood, Dee. 21. 

Gladvs Swarthout arnmved from 
New York last Friday (17) to attend 
the premiere of her Paramount star- 
rer, ‘Romance in the Dark,’ in which 
she appears with John Barrymore 
and John Boles. 

Husband, Frank Chapman, accom- 
panied, 





Preducer Gifts His Star 
Hollywood, Dee. 21. 

Jane Withers was handed a new 
streamlined trailer fully equipped 
for de luxe journeys as a Christmas 
present from her producer, Sot M. 
Wurtzel. 

Moppet will use the outfit as a 
dressing room and study hall while 
at work. 





|} ham is 





| he can hardly recognize a fireside 
chat when he meets it in its own) 
home. 
The road, Joe found, has picked | 
| 





Cunningham Gets a Closeup on Seams! 


US. Lowdown, En Route from H’wood 


By FRANK SCULLY 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
(Next-To-Closing) Cunning- 
back in Hollywood after a 
tour of the country in which he 
all but hiteh-hiked through 18 
states in order to keep one speaking 


Joe 


| because in 





date at the Variety Club of Pitts- 
burgh. The result was an educa- 
tion for the father of the Four Cun- | 
ninghams. 

He wouldn’t have passed the trip 
up for worlds, even if it did kick 
his old viewpoint around so badly 





up. Only it’s not the road Chauncey 
Olcott knew. It’s 
bindle-stiff, carrying his all in a 
newspaper which in turn carries 
half a dozen columns of film gos- 
sip, Broadway boloney and some 
local sex murders. 


the road of the 


Half America is roaming to some 
other place. No place in particular. 
Just some place less fleabitten than 
where they are. They all are in- 
terested in Hollywood. They want 
to know if the place is the mad- 
house ‘Boy Meets Girl’ makes it 
out to be. Are they all as crazy 
as that? Everybody from the guy 
behind the hamburger joint to the| 
reporter looking for a feature all 
wanted to know. 

Joe usually gave that one a deft 
runaround. After all, he’s a writer 
who’s acting between pictures and 
even when stopping over in a YMCA 
in Kansas he’s still planning to go 
back to Hollywood and doesn’t want 
to be exiled to an air-chatterer’s 
routine when he does. So he usually 
sidestepped shat one by telling the 
peasantry, ‘It’s a circus and a circus 
is a very serious business, and you 
don’t judge its seriousness by the 
clewns.’ 

It sounds all right when you say 
it in Hollywood, said Joe, but. in 
the interior the peasants thought he 
was giving them the double-talk. 

The next thing they wanted to 
know was if the picture people 
really made all the dough credited 
to them or did they stuff their in- 
ceme tax returns for effect. Re- 
porters wanted to know if high- 
priced writers sat around studios 
for months doing nothing. 


Spewacks Started Semething 


Well, Joe didn't know if they did 
now, but when he was a writer he 
put in a year in solitary and had 
nothing to show for it. Still, he 
mollified the scribes in the hinter- 
land, the Spewacks who wrote ‘Boy 
Meets Girl’ work hard and so do 
Towne and Baker, the writers the 
Spewacks satirized in ‘Boy Meets 
Girl.’ 

Towne and Baker, he was at pains 
to explain, are showmen and when 
they work on a script stripped to 
to the waist like a couple of stokers 
that’s showmanship.’ They're always 
kidding, but most of their kidding 
is on the level and as it pays them 
$4,000 a week “it must mean some- 
thing at the box office, too. 

It didn’t seem to mean it to a little 
2 by 4 town in Nebraska. At least it 
didn’t seem to mean it at the boo. 
There Joe looked in on a double fea- 
ture and the admish was IIc. for kids 
and l6c. for adults with banknite 
thrown in. 

Out that way they don’t blame 
Hollywood for bad pix. They blame 
the exhibber. They go right up to 
him after the show and tell how to 








make better pix and he tries hard to 
play the role of producer, only it! 
doesn’t quite come off because he’s | 
very humble and anxious to learn, | 
which would show anybody coming! 
from Hollywood that he not only | 
never was a producer but never will | 
be one. | 

The exhibs told Joe that biz was}! 
poor and it would be worse, because 
due to higher film rentals, prices at 
the box office are in for a high-jack- 
ing. After that will come shopping 
for pix, and after that staying away 
from them altogether and then the 
biz will be back where it was in 1933. 

Amateur Marco Polos, Joe ob- 
served, are already preferring life 
to any Hollywood transcription of it. 
Any hot dog stand or tourist camp 
will show more guys going some- 
where else looking for work than 
looking at marquees. 


Net Too Rapid Transit 


If they're still in the money they 
grab a bus or pick up a ‘share-the- 
expense’ partner who has a car but 





not gas money. Those who have 


just enough to eat hitch-hike or ride 
the rods. 

That ride-the-rods, Joe fotind, was 
merely a romantic figure of speech, 
most of the states the 
road mob or newborn hoboes, many 
of them just out of college, are al- 
lowed to ride the freights in comfort 
as long as they keep on riding. 


They get into trouble when they 
try to park in one of the towns along 
ithe right of way. As a result the 
jungles are again in full bloom. 
These open air hotels or al fresco 
rest camps where Mulligan stew is 


still the big dish are more often 
found at the edge of mining camps 
and industrial cities, where the 
touch is easier, because this new 
type of hobo is a moocher and a 
phoney who carries a union card 
(stolen or forged in most cases) and 
panhandiecs from brothers in over- 
alls who happen to be working. 

Gambling, Joe found, was as open 
as plumbing in most places and in 
Las Vegas, Nevada, in better con- 
dition. The whole interior is lousy 
with sales-tax tokens, from copper in 
Arizona to milk-bottle tops in Mis- 
souri. Tax goes down to one mill. 
One toll bridge on which the toll had 
been removed was nicking tourists 
10c. ‘for the relief fund.’ 

In Phoenix, Ariz., parking space 
for cars was a nickel an hour on the 
city streets and Joe watched some 
moochers make three trips around 
the block looking for some guy td 
pull out so they could park free on 
his unexpired time. 

Drifters in the main are between 
18 and 22, but Joe ran into one old 
bird with a flock of traps wrapped in 
a blanket who was trying to thumb 
a ride from Denver to Michigan. He 
figured to pick up some muskrats and 
catfish in Missouri if the rides were 
short. He had enough to eat, but 
nothing left over for bus fare, so he 
was thumbing in the modern man- 
ner. 

He was the only one who showed 
no interest in pix and wasn’t figur- 
ing on how to run the frontier inte 
California so he could crash a studio 
for a supervisor’s job. 

When he got to Pittsburgh they 
put Marco Cunningham up in a steel 
magnate’s house, but by then Joe had 
seen everything and was only too 
giad to seram back to his home in 
Holly wood, 





Savant’s New Lamp; 
To Displace Kleigs? 


San Francisco, Dec. 21. 

Meeting of Coast physicists at 
Stanford University disclosed devel- 
opment of high-pressure arc lamp 
which may be boomed to replace 
Kleigs in studios. Gadget, developed 
by Stanford’s Prof. Cornelius Bol, has 
match-sized quartz tube, containing 
drop of mercury and two sealed-in 
wire terminals. Uses 1% amps at 
1,060 volts, and throws light of more 
than one-billion candlepower. 

Experiments show invention lights 
faces without causing heat discom- 
fort as with Kleigs. Also expected to 
be useful in television. 








Looks Tough for Those 
Roxy Reorganization Fees 


That the allowances demanded by 
the various committees representing 
bond and stockholders, their lawyers, 
accountants and what have you, con- 
nected with the Roxy Theatre re- 
organization will be cut was indi- 
eated Thursday (16) when N. Y. 
Federal Judge Francis G. Caffey 
turned down tie $5,000 bid made by 
the Tipton Committee of bond- 
holders, the most vigorous opponents. 
to the plan, but which later filed its 
acceptances. 

In denying the allowance, Judge 
Caffey held that the committee had 
profited to the extent of $2,160 by 
‘trafficking’ in Roxy bonds and that 


.under the federal law it was not en- 


titled to compensation in reorgan- 
ization proceedings. The Court did 
allow the committee $361 in disburse- 
ments. « 





From Out of the Past 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Metro last week rolled ‘Life in 
Sometown, U. S. A.’, with Francis X. 
Bushman and Betty Blythe topping 
cast. 
Buster Keaton directs the short. 
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Added French Censor Headaches; 


New ‘Reasons,’ Pre-Production Nix 


Dec, 12. 

again in 
France for the 
Americans as well as to give rise to 
Is- 
sucd under the joint banner of the 
Ministry of National Education, the 
Depariment of Arts and the 
Film Censor Board over the signature ! 


of Edmond See, chief censor, the new 


Poris, 


Censor has stepped in 


to cause irritation 


indignation in local film circles. 


Fine 


law gives the censors power to refuse 
visas to films for several new rea- 
sons and, fer the home industry, cre- 
ate whet is called a ‘precensorship. | 

Censors now have the right to nix | 
the following types of films: 

Those having a tendency to ridi- 
cule the army or diminish its pres- 
tige; those liable to shock national 
sentiments of foreign nations and 
thereby bring about diplomatic in- 
cidents, and ones showing armed at- 
tacks thold-ups), burglaries with 
housebreaking and any similar crim- | 
inal aitempts. 

Visas will be exceptionally 
granted, however, fur war or spy 
films, which have had a tendency to 
increace in number recently; films 
based on military or police stories 
other than those mentioned above. 
French pix may be banned before 
production. 

Gangstcr and bandit pictures as 
such were banned by decree in April 
of this year when the censors turned 
thumbs down on ‘Biack Legion,’ 
since allowed to be shown after cut- 
ting. But the new law takes in a 
much widcr scope and establishes 
the censor’s right to ban pics on a 
great many new counts. Although 
the mew law is primarily aimed at 
the French industry, and is especial- 
ly severe in establishing the ‘pre- 
censorship,’ it is easily seen how it 
cen catch American producers in 
m-"e ways than one. 

Certain section of the French in- 
dustry can’t say enough against the 





new decree. Weekly ‘Cinemonde’ 
summed up much of this reaction in 
an article saying the law was 


nothing but a policy of ‘kick me 
acain,’ adding that if the minister of 
national education follows his inten- 
tion of cleaning up the French film 
industry he had best begin with the 
censorship board, 

Mag says the law will deprive the 
country of such pics as ‘La Grande 
lilusion’ and ‘La Kermesse Hero- 
ique, cut off all possible competition 
with a certain type of successful 
films in which the Americans excel 
and calls it an affront to the entire 
French industry. 


Reject $1,315,000 Profit 
Renori; to Investigate 
Union Cinema Accts. 


London, Dec. 21. 

New board of directors of Union 
Cinemes, headed by John Maxwell. 
hes refused to accept the report and 
azcovniing prepared by the former 
board headed by Fred Bernhard. 
A#A-counting shows a profit balance of 
$:.515000, but no allowance for 
avr ortization, depreciation or re- 
6c 





“es 
Feord headed by Maxwell con- 
s'“ccs theaires and principal assets 
of comneny heavily overvalued and 
hes ordered a complete investigation 
jin‘o the company’s affairs 2s of com- 


int Dee. 31, and an independent 
v-'uation of complete assets. Con- 
s°*'‘-‘cd statement issued by the 
1 boord shows a bank overdraft 


oi over $7,560,000. 


4 





Sound Effects 


Copenhagen, Dec, 15. 

Several prominent local busi- 
ness men were among those ex- 
pel'ed at the premiere last week 
of ‘Nederlazet’ Defeat’), a so- 
cialist drama at the Danish Na- 
tional Theatre. 

One of the local papers com- 
mented that and the 
bird should be permitted in the 
house as the only way 
liven the dull performances al- 
ways given there. 


hissing 


to en- 











German Film Attendance 
Up 50% Over 1933; More 


Foreign Product Shown 


Re~lin, Dec. 14. 
Film attendance is steadily in- 
creasing here and grosses’ have 


jumped way up. Figures released | 
by the Institute for Economical Re- | 
search do not state the increase over 
last year, but put the attendance 
rise over 1933 at 50%. With the 
decrease in unemployment in the 
last few years, more expensive seats 
are being bought, which contributes 
to the b.o. rise. 

While the decrease in local pro- 
duction gives the single film a bet- 
ter chance of profit, production costs 
have mounted so much the gain is 
about nullified. Ratio of foreign pix 
being shown in Berlin is put at just 
over 53% for the first quarter of 
the new film year from July 1 to 
Sept. 30. Total number of features 
during the period was 56 as against 


38 in the corresponding time in the} 


preceding year. 


SPANISH LOYALISTS’ 
THEATRE PROPAGANDA 


Valencia, Dec. 9. 

Spanish Loyalist government has 
set up a Central Theatre Council to 
redeem the Spanish theatre from its 
previous strictly commercial aspect 
and use it as an instrument of propa- 
ganda for winning the civil war. No 
oerformance may be held that is 
contrary to the interest of the Peo- 
ple’s front. Edict will be strictly 
enforced by police to insure its ef- 
fectiveness, 

Theatre company, directed by 
Maria Teresa Leon, native play- 
wright and producer, has performed 
for soldiers defending sectors near 
Madrid. Dialog is often punctuated 
by thud of bursting shells and rattle 
of machine guns but the men follow 
the play with rapt attention. 

Members of the Vaudeville Artists’ 
Association of Madrid, fighting for 
the Peoples’ front, have suffered 
heavy losses while in action in Uni- 
versity City. Among casualties are 





has also raised 4,000,000 pesetas in 
benefits for war needs. 





Capt. Irigay, a magician, and | 
Augustin Becerra, dancer, both of 
whom were killed in action. VAA 


NEW B. A. JUVENILE 
| ADMISSION MEASURE 





Buenos Aires, Dec. 14. 
New regulations that children un- 


der five years of age may not attend | 


‘any theatrical or cinema functions, 
and that only those over 12 will be 
admitted at night performances go 
into force today. Theatre and cinema 


| managers will be required to obtain | 
la special permit for the admittance | 


of children under 12, and unless the 
plays or films are regarded as sult- 
able, no child may enter, whatever 
the time of day. 

Permits will be issued by two sub- 
committees acting under the orders 
of the Direction of Maternity and In- 
fancy, and the examination of films 
| will take place eight days 


and cinema bills and programs musi 
clearly indicate whether the various 
items are or not suitable for 


of the committees mentioned. 

As regards the attendance of chil- 
dren under five, an exception is made 
in favor of circuses, puppet shows 


|and similar displays, provided they | 


are arranged specially for children 
and take place in daytime. 


‘ROOM SERVICE 
CLICKS IN 
LONDON 


London, Dec. 21. 
‘Room Service’ preemed at the 
| Strand theatre (15) and was up- 
| roariously received. American farce 
comedy with a Yank cast looks set 
for success here despite the illness 











and a one-hour notice substitution. 

Audience was divided on the merit 
of the players as compared to the 
| original Broadway cast. Some think 
the new ones are better than those 
they saw in N. Y. Reference to 
VARIETY was appreciated by the 
| brated ‘Stix Nix Hix Pix’ caption, 

Libraries bought $30,000 worth of 
tickets for a nine week advance im- 
| mediately after the bow. 
very big for a farce. 

‘Choose Your Time,’ which opens 
at the Piccadilly theatre today (21) 
saw a cast change with retirement of 
Frances Day. Florence Desmond re- 
| placed the ill singer. Being produced 
by Firth Shephard, with Claude Gur- 
ney supervising. Show is a combina- 
tion of acts and short play, with both 
to be changed fortnightly. 





Jap ‘Good Earth’ 
Tokyo, Dec. 8. 


Reported here that because of the 
recent success of Metro’s ‘The Good 
Earth,’ Shochiku is planning on ‘bor- 








|rowing’ the theme for a stage pro- | 


duction. Yobun Kaneko, w.k. Jap 
|dramatist, has been assigned to 
| preparation of the stage version. 

| Masso Inouye will take the male 
| lead. 





For Local, 





Maxwel,’s 10% on Common 





London, Dee. 21. 





Ink All Danish Pacts, 
Result of Exhib Suit 


Copenhagen, Dec. 13. 
Old practice of verbal contract be- 
tv.ccn Danish film officials has been 
ju c'ed and all] agreements are being 


pui in writing as a result of a d's- | 
p 2 over the exhibition rights to the | 


F.-nch pic, ‘Kermesse Heroique.’ 

€-rep has gotten into the courts. 
wiih Urban Gad, exhib, suing Mrs. 
Philipsen, distrib, for $2,000 on the 
ccarse she gave the pic to another 
t-eatre after promising it to him. 
*IZ-rmesse’ drew approximately 100,- 
000 attendance at the Scala Bio, 
which usually shows American 
crime films. 


Associated British (Maxwell) an- 
nounced a half-year dividend of 10° 
}on ordinary stock, less tax. Com- 


|} pares with 7% during the same pe- | 


| Fiod last year. Full dividend for 12 
months to March 31 last was 18%. 
| Board announced profits of the 
corporation were fully maintained. 





| 


| Mex Show Center 
Mexico City, Dec. 21. 
Government and a committee of 


business men are co-operating on 
plans for construction of a combo 
entertainment center here. Building 
will house levit and picture the- 


atres, a nitery and other recreational 
facilities. 
Purpose is to attract tourists. ’ 


RKO Plans Argentine Production 


World Distribution 


‘ 


| Buenos Aires, Dec. 15. 
| Plan to produce pictures in Argen- 
|tina for world distribution is being 
| worked out by the local RKO office. 
| Final decision is waiting the arrival 
lof Phil Reisman, RKO’'s foreign 
|chief, who is expected here in Jan- 
uary, but meanwhile preliminary 
preparations are being made. Prin- 
cipal idea is to obviate aciual pref- 
erence of local exhibitors for home- 
spun product. 
Project was 
(14) by Nat 
|manager of RKO in Argentina. 


yesterday 
general 
He 


revealed 
Liebeskind, 


lis just back from an extended trip) 


| 

| 

{through South America after a home 
office visit in N. Y. For the local 
business, RKO is trying out a new 
distribution method, replacing the 
| blockbooking system by separate sale 
at individual prices. Liebeskind’s 
opinion is that this plan will raise 
| distribution profits to a higher ex- 
tent, specially for the top pictures. 


betore 
ihey are shown. For plays, the period | 
| has been fixed at 20 days. Theatre 


chil- | 
dren, in accordance with the decision | 


of one of the cast on opening night, | 


| smart audience which heard the cele- | 


Figure is| 


| 





Picture That 





Copenhagen, Dec. 13. 

With the local legitimate the- 
atre at an all-time low, the 
Danish Actor Assn, is giving a 
series of midnight benefit shows 
to aid its members. 

Headline attraction is invari- 
ably a foreign picture. 


‘U.S. Pix Off Jap Screens 
Ist Time, Replaced By 
European; German NSG 











Tokyo, Dec. 8. 

| For the first time since pix have 
| been imported to Japan, American 
| films last week completely 
'shut out of release here by Euro- 
pean product. Shochiku’s Imperial 
|\booked the French subject ‘Les 

Bas-Fonds’ and Korda’s ‘Dark Jour- 
ney,’ Toho’s Nippon Gekijo had 
| Tobis’ “Truxa’ while Toho's other re- 
| lease spot, Hibiya Gekijo, ran Tobis’ 
\‘Ich war Jack Montimer.’ Even 
| Cinema Ginza, downtown § second- 
run, passed up American product in 
| favor of Tobis’ ‘Verrater.’ 
| One American distrib explained 
|that Americans deliberately passed 
up dates, preferring to hold their 
product for release after the first of 
the year. Best explanation seems to 
be a desire of the exhibs to take ad- 
vantage of last week's hullabaloo 
connected with celebration of the Ist 
anniversary of the German-Japanese 
anti-Comintern pact. 

Although public went overboard in 
paying tribute to Germany, at pub- 
lic meetings, ete., houses sowing 
Germen flickers showed a drop in 
attendance. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 


were 








38 ITALIAN PIX COST 
$5,000,000 LAST YEAR 


Rome, Dec. 11. 

Italian film industry in the 1936-7 
season turned out 38 pix, on which 
it spent a total of about $5,000,000. 
over twice as much as had been 
spent on production the preceding 
season. During this time Italy im- 
ported 245 foreign films and export- 
ed 75. For the foreign films import- 
ed the country paid altogether a lit- 
tle over $50,000. 

Italian-produced films at home 
|}earned from a minimum of $50,000 
jup to a maximum of $300,000 each. 
Italian films abroad went to about 
40 different countries; but the 75 
| films exported saw only 125 show- 
| ings—not even two per pic. It musi 
be noted that the figures on costs 
include the two largest productions, 
‘Condottieri’ and ‘Scipio, the Afri- 
can,’ while the figures on returns do 
not include them. 

‘Scipio’ has been showing in Italy 
|for about a month and exhibitors 
report b.o. returns way above aver- 
age. Majority report ‘Scipio’ has 
passed their record b.o. returns for 
;any film to date. Barberini theatre 
|in Rome cashed in $2,600 in one 
| day's showing, $500 more than had 
ever been made in one day before. 





| 














| 
‘Himalaya Survivor 
| To Show Pix of Trip 


Berlin, Dec. 14.. 

Films of the disastrous expedition 
| to Nanga Parbat in Thibet, salvaged 
| by the lone German survivor, are 
nearly edited and will be shown for 
the first time next month. Explorers 
were on the last lap up the mountain 
when they were killed, so the pic is 
virtually a complete record of the 
ascent. 

According to advance dope, the 
film is expected to be on a par with 
that of the Scott expedition to the 
South Pole. Release title will be 
‘Kamnf um den Himalaja (‘Battle of 
the Himalayas.’), 














A. A. DAFF’S TOKYO OP. 
Tokyo, Dec. 8. 

| A. A. Daff, Universal manager 
| here, is in St. Luke’s hospital recov- 
lering from an appendectomy. 

| Condition reported as satisfaciory. 





‘Another Tobis Reorg Tightens 
| Nazi Grip on Film Industry 


Berlin, Dec. 14. 

Major shakeup in Tobis has re- 
sulted in a cledn split in the lineup 
of the organization. Tobis itself 
has gone back to its original busi- 
ness and is again concentrating ex- 
clusively on its monopolizing sound 
patents and license holdings, which 
it pushed before branching out into 
film production nearly a decade 
ago. Its film production, distribu- 
tion, releasing interests have banded 
together under another heading, 
Tobis Filmkunst, G.m.b.H.. and _ is 
starting out with 100% government 
support, 

Backed by the most powerful 
financial institute in the realm to- 
day, the enigmatic, government 
controlled Bureau Winkler, Tobis 
Filmkunst stepped into life with a 
clean slate and an initial capital 
of supposedly $3,225,000. All liabili- 
ties incurred by the former or- 
ganization up to and including Nov. 
30, the day before the split went 
into effect, have remained to be 
settled up in the hands of the origi- 
nal Tobis. 


Called to the new board of di- 
rectors are Paul Lehmann, Ufa as- 
sociate, who here takes over finan- 
cial and administrative duties; Gus- 
tav Berloger, who will handle the 
distributing department; Franz Vo- 
gel, to control all economic angles 
of the production, while Hans H. 
Zerlett is artistic director. 

Separate Artistic Committee, al- 
ready a fixture in German film 
companies, is headed by Emil Jan- 
nings, with the directors Willi Forst 
and Veit Harlan also on the ros- 
trum. Arnold Raether slides into 
place in his capacity as exec mem- 
ber of the Nazi Party. His pres- 
ence assures the films’ proper po- 
litical color. 

With this secession of Tobis 
Filmkunst another vital chapter in 
the development of the German film 
toward a Nazi-owned industry has 
begun. Through the person of Dr. 
Joseph Goebbels, minister of propa- 
ganda and public enlightenment, 
the German state has steadily 
aimed at this goal. Prior develop- 
ments and chiefly the rounding up 
of all film production under two 
sources, Ufa and Tob's, clearly 
showed the gradual tightening up. 

Now there is only one other juicy 
morsel left, Ufa. This staid insti- 
tute has safely weathered the shift 
from silent to sound and will come 
out unshaken by spectrums and 
plastics. Although under severe gov- 
ernment restrictions already, ié still 
continues its autonomy backed by a 
strongly fortified bureaucratic 
tem. Knocking against this stout 
kernel may crack un again the 
whole German film industry into 
its integral parts. And who wants 
to piece a puzzle the second time? 


STAR ASSAULTED, CUT 
IN JAP STUDIO FEUD 


Tokyo, Dec. &. 

Feud between the Toho and Shoc- 
kiku film companies took a violent 
turn last week when Chojiro Ha- 
vashi, leading Jap film actor, was at- 
tacked by a ruffian near the Toho 
Kyoto studio entrance. Serious cuts 
about the face may force the star's 
retirement. 

Trouble reportedly arose from the 
recent action of Toho in luring Ha- 
yashi away from the Shockiku stu- 
dio. Police accuse Masaichi Nagata, 
head of Shinko (Shockiku subsid), of 
instigating the attack becauce of re- 
sentment at the actor’s shift to the 
rival studio. 


sys- 








New Copenhagen Theatre 


Copenhagen, Dec. 11. 
Palladium, skedded to open here 
in a few weeks, will be the most ex- 
pensive film house in Scandanavia. 
Will seat 1,500 and besides having 
the first big Wurlitzer organ in Den- 
mark, will have a restaurant, read- 
ing room, nursery fer children whose 
mothers are attending a perform- 
ance, room for dogs, besides other 
features. Will be the only major 
house in Copenhagen to run con- 
tinuously from 2 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
Director Svend Nielson plans to 
open with ‘Three Smart Girls’ «U), 
which he will rent from his brother, 
Tage Nielson, new local manager for 
Universal. Compeny has hitherto 
not been represented in Denmark. 
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QUOTA ADJOURNS TO FEB. 











Of Pic Com; 


Tokyo, Dec. 20. 
Remaining hope of foreign com- 
here that the Government 


panies 
might ease the restrictions on export 
of money has been blasted by a 
Finance Office announcement of im- 
pending tis shtening of the bars. At 
aeaenel remittances of $300 can be 
made without securing permit. New 
regulation will cut that down to $150 
per month for any one company. 
While accurate figures on the amount 
of American coin now stymied are 
not available, one Ameftican distrib 
estimates that by the end of Decem- 
ber close to $500,000 will be sleep- 
ing here. 

Considering the large number of 
troops being sent to the front and 
the many patriotic meetings being 
held daily, pix grosses have held up 
remarkably well here although 
dewntown spots are beginning to 
drop. Legit spots have been hit 
hardest because of higher admish. 
Newsreelers are proving gold 
mines and queues hold right up te 
the last show. 

Jap producers are desperately try- 
ing to lift the standard of their films, 
in an anticipation of a foreign prod- 
uct shortage early next spring, but 
skimpy budgets and lack of experi - 
ence are apparently defeating the 
idea. Fixst two productions of the 
so-called improved type, ‘Kaze- 
nonaka no Kodemo’ (Shochiku) and 
‘Kagiri Naki Zenshin’ (Nikkatsu), 
were previewed last week by Jap 
crix and drew generally unfavorable 
comment. 

Cemplete evacuation of the Man- 
chukuo territory was effected last 
week by all American pix outfits, all 
offices having been closed and prod- 
uct withdrawn. In most cases, all 
film on hand was destroyed because 
of the ruling that if shipped back to 
Japan, import duty would have to 
be paid. Understood that Manchukuo 
Monopoly is now offering European 
producers to pay royalties for both 
Manchukuo and Japan; idea being 
to release first in Manchukuo and 
later ship films to Japan when 
Japanese import restrictions are re- 
moved, No takers as yet. 

Wave of anti-British feeling, now 
sweeping the country, is making it 
difficult for British subjects to se- 
cure bookings. 


SHOWDOWN SEEN NEAR 





IN S. A. PICTURES SUIT 





The old restraint of trade suit, still 


pending in courts of Argentina, 
against U. S. distributor representa- 
tives is nearing a showdown. Dr. A. 
Satanowsky, attorney for the film 


board of trade in Buenos Aires, ar- 
rived in N. Y¥. Monday (20) after a 
hurried plane flight from Argentina. 
He will confer with Hays office exec- 
utives and major Officials since he 
represents the major distributors in 
the controversy. 

Basic contention in suit against dis- 
tributors was that 50% of the money 
obtained on film rentals and shipped 
to U. S. was profit. Each of sore 
16 distributors in Argentina was fined 
$4,000, with an alternative of com- 
pulsory bail. Action stands at this 
point, distribution companies con- 
tending that they only were subject 
to moderate fines even if found 
guilty. Charge regarding such a high 
percentage of profit also has been 
denied elie $888 by distributors. 


Yoo Hoo, Greta! 


Copenhagen, Dec. 14. 
‘Garbo, I Wish I Were You’ is the 
title of a new song written by Karen 
Jonsson, young Danish composer, 
pianist, singer and film star. 
Local Metro office is using the 


tune to ballyhoo ‘Conquest.’ 


CAMMACK IN FROM S. A. 
Ben Y. Cammack, Latin American 
sales representative for RKO-Radio, 
is in N. Y. home office confabs. 
Probably will remain until just be- 
fore the year-end holidays. 





- 





iffens Ban on Export 


$500,000 Now Tied 


Maybe It Was 





Copenhagen, Dec. 14 

Ludvig Brandstrup, leading 
Scandanavian revue comedian 
neted for his habit of bawling 
out audiences, caught a toughie 
at the Norrebro theatre here 
last week. 

Seeing someone coming down 
the aisle during his song, he 
stopped, walked to the edge of 


the stage and told the man, 
‘You are late.’ 

‘No, I’m too early,’ the 
stranger replied, ‘I thought your 


turn was over.’ 


BRIT. LAYOFFS 
$10,000 FEATURE 











Dec. 
Gaumont British announces com- 
pletion of ‘Derelict,’ five-reel feature 
costing around $10,000, directed and 
acted by unemployed British film 
artists, and produced at GB studios 
with aid of GB technicians. Feature 
is to be first of series of six to be 
thus produced, for release through 
GB in regular theatre channels, pro- 
ceeds going cooperatively to unem- 
ployed artists who worked on films 
as well as to benefit funds for all 
unemployed in British film industry. 
GB angle on the set-up is. that big 
British studio feels it can learn good 
deal about economizing on produc- 
tion through experiments of un- 
employed in turning out cheapies. 


GAINSBOROUGH’S YEAR 


London, 21. 





LOSS $277,000 MORE 


London, Dec. 21. 


Gainsborough Pictures, Gaumont 
British affiliate, shows a trading loss 
fer the year ending June 30, last, of 
$277,000. Figure brings its total 
debit balance up to $3,182,225. 

Board of directors attributes the 
losses incurred in the last year to 
films completed in the earlier part 
of the season. Pictures made by 
Gainsborough by arrangement with 
G-B and General Films are not in- 
cluded in year under review. 





Par’s Ist B. A. Convensh 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 15. 

Paramount's B.A. sales convention 
took place last weekend, headed by 
John B. Nathan, 
Par in Argentina and Uruguay, and 
in the presence of all Argentine and 
Uruguayian execs and the sales man- 
ager of the company. Nathan an- 
nounced the 1938 distribution pro- 
gram, which includes 30 pictures to 
be released on the local market, and 
short supply consisting of 24 Max 
Fleischer cartoons, six color classics, 
six musicals and 52 issues of Para- 
mount News with, for the first time, 


Spanish sound explanation. 
At the convention were screened 
‘Souls at Sea,’ ‘Angel,’ ‘Ebb Tide,’ 


and a Mexican production, 
jel Camino.’ Parts of ‘Buccaneer’ and 
‘Wells Fargo’ had been sent from 
Hollywood specially for the conven- 
tion and shown to the Paramount 
people, 


‘Amapola 


AUSTRIA 0.K.’S ‘PASTURES’ 
Vienna, Dec. 21, 
‘Green Pastures’ (WB) finally has 
been passed by censors for showing 
throughout Austria. Had been held 
up presumably on religious grounds. 
Distributor 


representatives now 
hope to get prime minister in Italy 
to okay ‘Zola.’ which was turned 


dewn by censors there. 


general manager of 





LOOKS LIKE 
BRAK FOR Uo. 


| British R. ject Quality Clause | 


Proposed in Place of Cost 
Test—Move by American 
Companies to Get 
Conditions Clarifies 


Fair 


Wedge 


DAWDLING HIT 


Dec. 21. 
considering 


London, 


Standing committee 


new English quota measures ad- 
jeourned today until Feb. 3. Means 
that all censideration of the pro- 


posed law will be delayed for about 
40 days. Amendment to introduce 
the quality test for all British pic- 
tures instead of the cost test was 
rejected in today’s session. Commit- 
tee will resume consideration at 


Clause 26. 


This is the section on which Oliver 
Stanley has an important amend- 
ment to introduce pertaining to the 
quality safeguard where pictures 


are not considered of entertainment 


value. Clause as it stands is re- 
garded by all producers and dis- 
tributors as placing all production 
in jeopardy, since no money would 
be advanced fer production if they 
could be rejected ultimately on the 
entertainment value basis. Twenty 
clauses remain to be considered. 
Move last week by U. S. film com- 
panies to get a fair quota law be- 
fore the new trade treaty between | 
U. S. and England is okayed ap- 
parently has considerably clarified 
the atmosphere. May force definite 


action on disputed points and give 


American distributors a fair shake 
in the new quota. 

Though reports from the U. S.| 
previously had indicated that the 


American film interests would strive 
to have quota discussions included 
or settled before a trade pact was 
signatured, last week was the first 
time the subject had come up of- 
ficially. Overtures were made by 
U. S. companies through trade 
representatives here and _ through 
British embassy in Washington to 
have the film situation included in 
the Anglo-American trade pact dis- 
cussions. 

Because of popularity of the trade 
agreement with the masses here, 
there was every indication that a 
satisfactory quota law might result. 
While threat to withhold American 


films from British theatres was 
viewed here as the well-known 
squeeze play and not likely to 


transpire, exhibitors 
suddenly were confronted with this 
possibility and admittedly did not 
savor the prospect. 

Oliver Stanley, head of Board of 
Trade, is really perturbed over the 
slowness with which the standing 
committee is considering quota 
measure, May be only three ses- 
sions in 1938 before the bill comes 
before the House of Commons for 
final approval. His idea is that un- 


less more speed is shown, the 
measure won't be ready for final 
vote when present quota law ex- | 
pires next March, thereby leaving 
the British industry with no quota 
requirements. 


There is a 
will strive ‘for 
guarantee revision 
time in order to ke 
dustry Geveropments 


Cheerful Sylvia Sidney 


chance that Stanley 
big enough powers to 
of the act at 

ep step with 


any 
in- 


Cope mhage n, Dec. 13. 
All Danish records for length of 
run. for either native or foreign pix. 
have been broken by the Danish 
musical, ‘Millie, Marie and I It 
played 17 weeks first-run in Copen- 
hagen and is’ cracking previous 


marks in the provinces. 
Film stars Marguerite Viby, a sort 


of Sylvia Sidney-with-a-cheerful- 
disposition. She will make a Swed- 
ish- version which her husband, 


Emanuel Gregers will direct. 


At-| 
mosphere—Trade Pact a 


| Vow of Two Peoples,’ 
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Film Distribution Quota Reduced 79, 
By Legislation in New South Wales: 





Say It Ain’t So 


‘True Confession’ (Par) has 
been passed by the Canadian 
censors only after the dis- 


tributing company 
use this sub-title: 
‘Courtroom scenes herein de- 
picted should be construed as 
fiction only and could net oecur 
in a Canadian court of justice.’ 


agreed to 











MORE GERMAN, 


JAPANESE TIES 


Tokyo, Dec. 7. 

Sepp Rist, German actor, arrived 
last week to take part in a joint 
German-Jap production to be made 
by Cocco Film-Nippon A.G., Jap- 
,anese representative of German 
| Tobis. Pic is tentatively tagged ‘A 
intended for 
export. Richard Angst, German 
cameraman now here, will handle 
the photography. 

Towa Shoji has also announced 
plans for another joint German-Jap 





production with a Sino-Jap war 
|background. Jukichi Suzuki, for- 
| merly with Shinko here, will direct. 
Crew is now in China taking back- 
| ground shots. Name selected for the 
subject, ‘The Path for Oriental 
Peace,’ has all the earmarks of a 
propaganda piece. 


- 





| 
Berlin, Dec. 12. 

Agreement has just been signed 
between the German Reich's Film 
Chamber and the Japanese Institute 
for Cultivating International Rela- 
tions by which the two countries can 
exchange their educational films. 
First showing of Jap pix has just 
taken place. 








| cial backing is necessary for 


| Garcia 


; larity 


| product, 


MEXICO NAMES GROUP 





Mexico City, Dec. 21. 
Government has announced the 
appointment of a congressional com- 
mittee to determine how much finan- 
home 


film production. It is latest move in 


drive to boost the country’s outpt 
nevertheless | ys output. 


Congressman Ismael Falcon’s bill 


make their 
is seen 


importation prohibitive, 
forcing foreign 
panies to do their producing here. 
Picture studio-laboratory will be es- 
tablished next month by Gabriel 
Moreno with $50,000 
of American equipment. 


Nazis Taboo 5 Mere 


as 





‘Non-Aryan’ Pix; 3 Hits. 
? | ture abroad on terms returning the 
| native producer $40,000, the distribu- 


Berlin, Dec. 14. 
Five German pix, three of which 
are former b.o. smashes, have been 
withdrawn by the government. No 
reason has been announced, but it’s 
considered significant that» non- 
Aryans were associated with their 


production. 

Erich Pommer’s ‘Congress Dances’ 
tops the list. Even the local popu- 
of the ‘Congress’ star, Lilian 
Harvey, couldn't save the pic, 
which was in addition directed by 
Eric Charell. Another 


Station,’ likewise got the axe. ‘Ein 
Lied geht um die Welt.’ in which 
the Jewish tenor, Joseph Schmidt, | 
chirps the songs, also was with- | 
(drawn, as were ‘The Laughing | 
Hairs’ and ‘Jim, the Man With the 
Scar.’ 


TO PROBE FILM NEEDS 





| quota 


na , and 
calling for the raising of duties on | 
all alien films to such a level as to | 


| tors must 
com- | 


worth | 


Pommer | 
‘The Three From the Gas | 


Measure Challenges U. S. Firms 


Passage of new 
for New South 
states making 
Australia, 


tor 


quota legislation 
Wales, one of six 
up commonwealth of 
reduces the film distribu- 
quota requirement from 10% to 
3° and clarifies the language so that 


distribution companies have no al- 
ternative but that of living up to 
the quota. Location of Sydney, a 


city of 1,500,000, in New South Wale s, 
naturally makes the new quota setup 
of intense interest to U. S. distribs. 

Sir Victor Wilson, president of the 
Motion Picture Distributors Assn. in 
Australia, has advised the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors 
Assn. to defer action until full de- 
tails of latest quota are received in 
N. Y. by mail. Outline of act was 
wired to the Hays office. 


As far as can be learned, the 
latest quota definitely means that 
American companies will have to 


either employ producers or actually 
set up producing units in Australia 
in order to live u,, 40 requirements. 
Since it applies to only one state, 
this means two features must be ob- 
tained in Australia even for the 


| company distributing the maximum 


of 60 films in a year. 

Implications of latest quota mea- 
sure is what worries U. S. film com- 
panies because they recognize the 
threat of spreading to other of the 
six Australian states, and possibly 
to New Zealand. They also fear the 
quota habit may spread to other na- 
tiens as the urge to force U. S. 
producers into film-making develops, 

Based on reports received in N. Y., 
new quota measure in New South 
Wales promises to develop into a 
bitter battle between Greater Union 
Theatres (circuit of 16 houses) and 
Hoyt’s chain. 

Norman Rydge, chairman of 
G.U.T., already has issued a writ 
against the premier in his fight to 
protect the company’s stockholders. 
Hoyt’s is credited with having 20th- 
Fox product solid and apparently 
other major U. S. company features. 

Metro product has been obtained 
for some G.U.T. houses, but M-G-M 
holds no interest in this chain nor 
has evidenced any desire to secure 
holdings. M-G-M already has five 
theatres in Australia, two in Sydney, 
one in Melbourne and two in Bris- 
bane. 





Sydney, Dec. 21. 

New quota legislation passed by 
New South Wales government, cov- 
ering 1938-39, provides distributors’ 
quota of 3% instead of 10% in old 
law, with wording clarified 
all loopholes seemingly elimi- 
nated. New exhibitor quota is 244%. 

Old quota law said that distribu- 
‘acquire’ quota credit pic- 
tures but there were no Australian 
pictures to be acquired. Hence, dis- 
tribution companies never lived up 
to the old measure. Latest legisla- 
tion states that if unable to secure 
sufficient Australian. pictures for 
quota credits, distribution companies 
must produce or hire producers to 


| fulfill quota -stipulations. 


Alternative is that if a film com- 


pany can place an Australian pic- 


tion company may count this 
as a quota credit picture. 
Australian exhibitors 
tion rights on foreign pictures and 
permits the government to control 
theatre erection starting in March. 

Officials of Greater Union foucht 


film 
Act gives 


1242% rejec- 


bitterly to prevent rejection richts 
| legislation, advising the government 


that Hoyt’s circuit, allegedly holding 
majority of American product, would 
benefit greatly. 


G.U.T. officials claimed their or- 
ganization faced a picture shortage 
from U. S. companies. They also 
held that it would be impossible to 


operate their circuit with rejections 
from others and would seek protec- 
tion for their Australian stockhold- 
ers. Norman Rydge, chairman, has 
issued a $40,000 writ against the 
premier; cause of action not given. 
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Warners Have Hit The 


BIG IDEA 


In Musicals, Again! 


Just when you're wondering where and when you'll really 
get something different in a musical attraction the boys 
from Burbank step out with a trend-starting theme as big 
as ‘42nd Street's’ was! You'll get the idea and the 60-million 
weekly listeners of ‘Hollywood Hotel’ when you get.... 
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This Grand Line-Up of Headliners 
Makes It the Gayest Thing on Earth! 


tt "i y*-4 ROSEMARY LANE 
HUGH HERBERT 


TED HEALY 


GLENDA FARRELL 
LOLA LANE 
JOHNNIE DAVIS 
ALAN MOWBRAY 


MABEL TODD - ALLYN JOSLYN * EDGAR KENNEDY 
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Direct from the 
‘Orchid Room’ of the Air 


THE HOLLYWOOD 
HOTEL PROGRAM 


LOUELLA PARSONS 


FRANGES LANGFORD - JERRY COOPER 
KEN NILES > DUANE THOMPSON 
RAYMOND PAIGE & HIS ORCHESTRA 


————— 


BENNY GOODMAN 


And 


Ft : , ‘ 
Re ; ‘ : ¥ 
Pe 
. B: 
ee 
be os 
SH: te 
igo 7 
oR, ae & ; 
~ Be 
ss 4 Ne 
ry 








ccesese ea aca 








DIRECTED BY BUSBY BERKELEY 


Screen Play by Jerry Wald, Maurice Leo & Richard Macauley 
Original Story by Jerry Wald and Maurice Leo 
4 NEW SONGS BY DICK WHITING AND JOHNNY MERCER 
A First National Picture 
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VYLL TAKE ROMANCE 


(WITH SONGS) 
Columbia production and = reles , 
Grace. Moore; features Melvyn Douglas, 
Hlelon Westley, Stuart Erwin. Direeted by 
Edward H. Griffith. Story by Stephen 
Moyefiouse Avery; adaptation, George Onp- 
penheimer, Jane Murfin; camers, Lucien 
Andriot; song, Oscar Hammerstein 2d and 
Ben Oakland At Radio City Musie Hall, 
.. Y., week Dec. 16, "37. Running time, 
&> mins 

Elsa Terry. 

James Guthrie 
Madame Della 
“Fancho’ Brow P...<oe- 
Margot eg i 

William Kane Walter Kingsford 
Rudi + " : Richard ¢ 


4 S€ Stars 


+ Grace Moore 
Melvyn Douglas 
.. Helen Westley 
.. stuart Erwin 
rgiret Hamilton 


Paméla fsther Mut 


SONOS BMONteS. ..ccicces --T.ucio Vil 


Bondini.... ; iennar« (ure! 
Henri... ‘ Marek Windheim 


‘I'll Take Romance’ holds close t 
the Grace Moore formula and sums 
up‘.as pretty good entertainment 
Miss Moore sings lots of grand opera 
excerpts in this one, with the arias 
not making themselves too obtrusive 


during the unwinding of a nice little | 


romance. Again- she’s being pur- 
sued... As the guy that does the pur- 
suing Melvyn Douglas plies the light 


comedy touch expertly and ingra- 
tiatingly. The Grace Moore fans 


now know what to expect from her 


pictures, and this one should send 
"em away satisfred and give the box- 
office a bit of a sparkpluggin 

Story itself isn’t of the sock sort, 
but it serves as a passable peg on 


which to hang the divers and devi- 
ous doings of a diva. Even though 
the arid moments aren’t negligible, 
there is enough comedy material for 
the cast to chew over and keep the 
unreeling studded with laughs and 
giggles. Part assigned to Stuart Er- 
win finds him up the right alley and 
ccllecting handsomely, while Helen 
Westley, cast as the diva’s shrewish 
duenna and mentor, punts 
gas line solidly over the bar. 

Repertoire strung together for 
Miss Moore is happily diversified 
and easily within the general ken. 
The quality of voice and interpreta- 
tion leave nothing wanting, and the 
stagixg of the operatic nuggets deft- 
ly meet the requirements of the 
medium. The selection. are from ‘La 
Traviata,” ‘Martha,’ ‘Manon’ and 
‘Madame __— Butterfly.’ What _iwill 
likely take the best toll on the popu- 
lar ear is Miss Moore's treatment of 
the Massenet score’s ‘Gavotte.’ The 
film’s themer, co-authored by Oscar 
Hammerstein II and Ben Oakland, 


is catchily interpolated for three 
hearings. Also tossed into the | 


musical pot is a hillbilly ditty, ‘She’ll 
Be Comin’ Around the Mountain,’ 
with the sharp contrast in general 
accounting for one of the picture’s 
more pleasing interludes. 

Production keeps itself consistent- 
lv ‘pitched in the bleery-eyed mood 
that it affects from the start. Doug- 
las steps around sprvly in word and 
situation, making the most of a 
character concept that ha: become 
as standardized in recent films as 
was the old mustachioed- heavy. He 
even indulges in slapstick, but with 
only one prattfall and no pie-stop- 
ping. Erwin plays Douglas’ man. 
Friday with the flipness of one who 
has been through many similar rou- 
tines before, and compounds plenty 
midsectors. One of the standout 
laugh bits of the film takes place 
during one of the operatic sessions. 
The bored Erwin resorts to fondling 
a pair of dice across his printed pro- 
gram. Douglas. auietly slips out a 
b'tl and nudges it over toward the 
dice. Erwin is shocked out his 
drowsy agreement to cover the bet 
when a dowager sitting on the other 
side of him slides over a challenging 
benknote of her own. 

Narartive stews over the efforts of 
an American resident of Buenos 
Aires to get the diva to fulfill a con- 
tract she had made for some opera 
engazements in Argentine. She had 
decided to sidetrack this date be- 
cause of a better offer subsequently 
reeeived from Paris. - After much 
chasing on Douglas’ part and dodg- 
ing by the soprano, the former 
finally tricks himself into her pres- 
ence. What follows pivots around 
hith-pressure wooing, a make-be- 
lieve kidnapping aboard a ship and 
another from the Buenos Aires 
o~-". house to Douglas’ hacienda, 
m -eollaneous misunderstandings, 
and the eventual clinch. Odec. 


Every Day’s a Holiday 


tle |} morally conservative—but then, she 
Moensieur Ginurd oe | rolttsehalk | - 


many a| 





| aiiaas the acting career of Mae 
West, it never shall be said that she 
was ever dull. And her new film, 
|‘Every Day's a Holiday,’ written by 
lherself, is a lively, innocuously 
|bawdy and rowdy entertainment, | 
more typical of the star of ‘She Done | 
Him Wrong’ than her other recent 
vehicles. At the present moment 
Miss West's public relations are 
somewhat entangled by criticisms of 
a recent national broadcast. Such 
protests are likely to have a com- 
| mercial influence, for good or ill, on 
| the exhibitions of her latest picture. 
‘It is certain she will not attract the 


Miniature Reviews 


Tl Take Romance’ (Col). 
Amply diverting fable about a 
diva who is romarced into ful- 
filling an operatic date. Grace 
Moore starred. Studded with 
arias of surefire popular appeal. 

‘Every Day’s a Holiday’ (Par). 
Mae West in a return to the 
Bowery of 1900. Good support 
from Edmund Lowe, Charles 
Butterworth, Charles Winninger 
and Walter Catlett. 





! 


never did. 


a. 2 + tala get oh See eee ‘Rosalie’ (MG) Nelson Ed- 
O'Day. one time actress of the 90's. dv, Eleanor Powell, Frank Mor- 
Whereas Diamond Lil, despite cer- gan, Edna May Oliver, Ray 
tain shortcomings, possessed a heart Bolger and others in an elab- 
of gold, Peaches O’Day is a con-girl, orate musical extravaganza. Has 


with liberal views on the subject of 
larceny. She is not disinclined to 
teal from her men friends, and she 
always is in trouble with the police. 
| Lil was amusing, Peaches much less 
so, and rather dangerous besides. 


entertaining features despite its 
massiveness. Runs over two 
hours. 

‘Hollywood Hotel’ (WB). Sock 
musical comedy, 





Most action of the story takes ‘Mannequin’ (MG). Joan 
|place in New York on New Year’s, mt Cye “mei ha 
| 1900, when there was much gayety Crawford and Spencer Tracy 


teamed. Frank Borzage directs 
skillfully, and film should coak 
back to boxoffices the big Craw- 
ford following. 


incidental to the start of a new cen- 
tury which promised permanent 
| peace and uninterrupted prosperity. 
Peaches has been absent from such 


|joints as ‘Trigger’ Mike's, but the ‘Love and  Hisses’ (20th). 
urge for some innocent fun brings Winchell, Bernie and Simone 
her back to town, after she trims a ‘ d : . : 
nel ac ( L » € Sin Lanata ic sine 
: Simon impregnate this musical 
$200. In her moe pilin att , re 


yokel foi finery, re- 
deemed from a pawn shop, she steps 
uptown to see the excitement. Her 
presence soon is known to the police, 
| but not until after she has caught 


for big b.o, value. 

‘Charlie Chan at Mente Carlo’ 
(20th). Warner Oland’s 16th in 
last six years, somewhat under 


ja new victim for shakedown, the average in series, but o.k. for 
leader of the reform ees tit . duals and nabes. 

Under threat of arrest Peaches ‘Bulldog Drummond’s Re- 
takes the boat to Boston, hoping that 9 (har ‘/ debestins 
time will assuage the criminal com- 6 vests 


fiction that will get by in 
smaller houses and on duals. 
‘Love on Toast’ (Par). Hokey, 


plaint. Then she disguises as Mlle. 
| Fifi, and returns to Broadway as a 
French music hall singer. Her dis- 


j; guise is’ good, although not good slapstick comedy that serves 
|}enough to deceive Capt. McCarey, principally to show possibilities 


ichief of detectives. She wins his 
|confidence when she entices the po- 
litical boss. With the assistance of 


of Stella Ardler; for after por- 
tion of dualers. 


the reform group she successfully | ‘Prescription ror Romance’ 
manages to get McCarey elected|| (‘U). Mischa Auer, Wendy 
mayor of the city. |! Barrie and Kent Taylor in so-so 
| Through all this Miss West sways dualer. 


|her hips and tosses her plumes in 


jher inimitable manner. She sings Tale about a horse (which wins 
a not very naughty song by Sam 


; ie the Grand National, his master 
|Coslow. It is somewhat reminiscent | wie wine the colonste death 
of her earlier conception and lacks | J h a ; 8 

surprise and novelty. The men char- || ter, and the colonel, who loses a 


‘Sergeant Murphy’ (Warners). 








| acters in the film are broadly drawn. | bet. Brisk fare. 

Edmund Lowe is the police hero and | ‘Under Suspicion’ (Col.). 
fives a good account of himself. Stars Jack Holt in a murder 
There is substantial comedy relief | meller which makes a good 
supplied by Charles Winninger, as dualler 

the blustering chairman of the re- | ‘ 





a regiment for the military escort, 
The newlywed couple probable have 
15 bridal suites. 

William Anthony McGuire, who 
wrote ‘The Great Ziegfeld,’ is author- 
producer of ‘Rosalie, and W. S. Van 
Dyke (Thin Man’ and ‘San Francis- 
co’) is the director. Cole Porter has 
writen new music and lyrics. Be- 
tween them they have concocted a 
remarkable entertainment, much too 
tong, but not without its high spots 
of enjoyment. ‘These are not in the 
extravaganza passages, impressive as 
they are, although overproduced and 
ill-suited to the romantic libretto. 
he intimate bits are excellent. Mor- 
gan is very funny in a running gag 
with a ‘Charlie McCarthy,’ and Billy 
Gilbert is amusing as an airport of- 
ficial. 

There is interest in the first screen 
appearance in America of Ilona Mas- 
sey, whom Metro has been grooming 
for two years. She is a very attrac- 
tive young woman, possessing con- 
siderable self-assurance and a voice 
of wide range. She is at a disadvan- 
tage in an unsympathetic part, but 
seems to have talent, in addition to 
looks. 

Ray Bolger, a good comedian and 
rated tops among legit dancers, is the 
real discovery in ‘Rosalie.’ His humor 
is clean, unforced and spontaneous. 
His only dance is a flash. Probably 
there was no room for any — 

th. 


HOLLYWOOD HOTEL 


(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


Warner Bros, release of First National 
production Features Dick Powell, tose- 
mary Lane, Hugh Herbert, Ted Healy, 
Glenda Farrell, Directed by Busby Berkeley. 
Storv by Jerry Wald and Maurice Leo; 
screen play by Wald, Leo and Richard 
Macauley; songs Dick Whiting and 
Johnny Merce: camera Charles Rosher. 
Previewed at WR's Hollywood, Dec, 2, 
‘37. Running time, 100 mins, 

Ronnie BowerAn...ccssccccecesss Dick Powell 
Mona Marahall....csccsccccess .. Lola Lane 
Fuzzy zi TRIT Ore LS Ted Healy 


sedeoeedeasen Johnnie Davis 
Alan Mowbray 


Georgia . 
Alexander Dupre 


Alice as :¢edceeuue Frances Langford 
See PURIOR. . ccccesiccreseegse .. Ken Niles 
Bernie Walton. .....-eeeees Allyn Joslyn 


bl ST erereerirrc yr Ts Edgur Kennedy 








formers; Charles Butterworth, his | 


| butler and political adviser; Walter | , 

| |and cyclopic—except the box-office 
| Saeeeets play producer, and Lloyd | values. These consist of Nelson Eddy, 
Nolan, the crooked boss. |as a line-plunging West Point cadet- 





There are lesser parts capably | baritone: Eleanor Pow 
. >; Eleanor Powell, > 
played by Roger Imhof, Herman . well, a dancing 


Balkan princess; Frank Morgan and 
Edna May Oliver, amusing musical 
comedy king and queen, and a light 
operetta story which is presented on 
the scale of ‘Cibiria.’ Ready for hol- 
iday release, it is aimed at the kid- 
dies, provided they can he tied into 
their seats for two hours without a 
trip up the aisle. 

There is a tipoff in the first 100 
feet that, whatever else ‘Rosalie’ is 
going to be, it is out to smash all rec- 
ords for size. Opening shots (from 
the newsreels) show 80,000 cheering 
maniacs at an Army-Navy football 
game. Down on the field Nelson 
tddy is doubling for the cadet who 
wears ‘45’ on his shirt. Ray Bolger 
(more later) gets into the game long 
enough to fumble. the Navy into a 
touchdown, and then Eddy intercepts 
a pass, changes his pace, dodges a 
tackler and scores for Army. There 
is no try for point, so the game ends 
six-all, which should satisfy the ex- 
hibitors in Baltimore. 

Scene changes to a Vassar dormi- 
tory, where Miss Powell is telling 
her classmates that Eddy is a con- 


Bing and Chester Conklin. Louis 
Armstrong leads his band in a street 
parade. George Rector appears in a 
short seauence laid ‘in a replica of 
his one-time restaurant. Miss West 
carries all the feminine interest, as 
there are no other women in the 
cast. 

Film has been given a good pro- 
duction by Emanuel Cohen. and A. 
Edward Sutherland's direction suc- 
ceeds in high-lighting the comedy 
incidents. Some of the gags are 
overdone, such as the oldtime seltzer 
bottle spray and the theft of some 
costumes from a store window, with 
the inevitable substitution of the 
thief for one of the wax models. 

The Westian dialog is pungent, 
sometimes funny, consistently bright, 
with plenty of double entendre. none 
of which is objectionable. Flin. 


ROSALIE 


(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of William 
Antaony McGuire's production. Stars Nel- 





oon Keddy wand Eleanor Powell: features ceited young man whom she never 
Frank Morgan, Ray Bolger, Billy Gilbert, wishes to see again, Soon, however, 
Edna Mal Oliver, Nona Massey and Regi-|she hears his voice in a serenade. 


nald Owen. Directed by W. S. Van Dyke. 
Frem stage play by William Anthony Me- 
Guire .nd Guy Bolton: sereenplay by Me- 
Guire; words and music by Cole Porter: 
musical director, Herbert Stouthart: musi- 
cal presentation, Merrill Wye: dances, Al- 


They make a date to meet at festival 
time in the Balkan capital, come next 
spring. It’s a bit far away from 
Poughkeepsie, but Eddy has an air- 
bertina Rasch; musical conductor, George plane, and what Lindbergh did he 
Stoll; arrangements, Roger Edens: vocal can do. And does. 

and orchestra arrangements, Leo Arneud, | It is in the festival scenes that 
wens Cutter, = "7 eee aul Mar- | ‘Rosalie’ really shows its cinematic 
Slavke ‘Verkapich; film wiltor, Manche | girth. Setting for the peasant’s folk 
Sewell, Previewed at Village theatre West- | dances seems as big as Soldiers 
wood, Dee. 16, ‘37. Running 123 | Field, Chicago, which means there 





time, 





, : j tins, lare hundreds of Alberti 
(WITH SONGS) > ee Netson Rady [SFO Nundnens of Albertine Rasch 
Hollywood. Dec. 21 | feosalle Sicat Powel) | @ancers, thousands of costumed ex- 
. ’ 2 P PCOSUTLO. weer eer eenereeseseres Bbeanor ow a 

Paramocnt release of Mmaneel Cohen's | King...... .))..*.*’ eet all sated tras and innumerable others. In the 
Droliction. Stars Mae West. Directed by | Queen..........sseseeees- Kdna May Oliver | midst of this ensemble Miss Powell 
te  M owe "Vesauntien tuamenoe, ire ayia lee pacbape ioe Phen perl does an acrobatic tap atop some mas- 
Jor Nudol: film editor, Ray Curtiss; camera, = Faia ae ee a re see | Sive drums which must have been 
Kyrl Struss; special effects, Gordon Jens | Chancellor... ccc ccsccceceeee Reeinald Owen | Very difficult even if it is not very 

a ay ge al np i oN peso Stoll; | Prince gt errr rere ‘Tom Ruthefurd graceful. , 
os : =I ween Baty d a aemmides™  fameoe Ca PER DOR NOT 6 oi 6 6ce 540046 Clay Clement | While the gayety is at its height, 
Y 4 an - we . hirect dai E ; Rettin Mary Callahan . Virginia Grey i the red menace of revolution breaks 
i 1%. ASSs1i an ce spe hae As ‘ rhe. | General eS er rere George Fucco| . A = 
Previewed at Alexander theatre, Glendale, | Wr qatlahan..... (way O'Sho, | OUt. The royal family and household 
Pp 18 FT ae arie time, SO _- > DORMNI Sire oo ete os faat jerry Colonna | escape to America by steamship. 
ANNI*. Fifi sink sana ped * OE TARGE, stb cscessvccesias Janet Beecher | Eddy decides to fly back to West 
c in MeCarey........«- ..Edmund T.owe | a _ |Point in his airplane. Bolger (more 
GEV. ecco sees . Charles Butterworth | Super-musical extravaganza is later) goes by boat. The distin- 
Van Reichle Van snaps ha < oe | Rosalie, the most lavish. ornate. tin- guished visitors are entertained at 
exif Pate wate Catiere |S¢led and glittering production which | the Academy, where Miss Powell 


*HLonest’ John Quade...... ..L! sd Nolan 
ER ish Armstrong 


»t Leader, 


has come from Hollywood. A stage | masquerades as a cadet. 


The lovers 
play once confined within the liberal 


iare reunited, military_authorities for- 





. ; _ltector. cocteseneeseey/ (aces iMeeeee proscenium of the New Amsterdam | give Eddy for breaking the rules by 
oF wert Mike. ** Roger ‘imho | eatre (N. Y.), w here Marilyn Mil- | making an Atlantic aerial round trip 
RRC i cad ee ae Chester Conklin | ler seintillated for the Ziegfeld man- | without permission, and the wedding 
D1 the --...s.. Lucien Prival | agement, it breaks throuch the | day is set. The old Palisades, which 
A nt 1 ice ¢ ; or At +g ee | chrysallis of celluloid asa maramoth | have seen plenty, never viewed such 
" ig “Fidneis, MeDonald | fantasy. It is a 250-pound elf, a mas- | nuptials. There are 10 massive or- 
3: ...John Indrisane | tiff Dlavying with a ball of twine. an 


By whatever 


standard posterity j thing about it is gigantic. gargantuan!) foot’ V; 


gan keyboards for musi¢, scores of 
jelephant doing a toe dance. Every-| lovely bridesmaids in candled 40- 
ilentines for Aecorafions, and 


— 


|} Director Kelton..... 


Drees Desigmer. ...ccsccccecvcess Curt Bois 
CAMErFAMAN .....-cccccceces Eddie Acuff 
Mrs. Muarehall eeeeeee Sarah Edwards 
Asst. Director Drew.......... Wally Maher 
2 a a era Se Presets Libby Taylor 
Bramwell Terran, Paul Irving 
a ere ee rae Rosemary Lane 
Chester Marshall. .....c.0-« Hugh Herbert 
Jonesy , worry Tiree: Glenda Farrell 
Louella Parsons. ...cccccces:s louella Parsons 
Dot Marshull .......e+ceee-++-Mabel Todd 
SOCTE COODGRS cecescccsvies ....Jerry Cooper 
Duane Thompson........ Duane Thompson 
a Ras. POs 0 k6 caeeese Grant Mitchell 
yy ee eer ee ...Fritz Feld 
Perc Westmore.......... Pere Westmore 


COeeted BEAM, ..cciccesese Clinton Rosemond 


.»... William Davidson 


Seamstress ..... sueewse% Georgia Cooper 
Cf eee ° , ... doe Romantini 
Raymond Paige and His Orchestra 
Benny Goodman and His Orchestra 


It was bound to happen sooner or 
later; the films have taken one of the 
better known radio programs and 
have reversed the picture preview 
idea by filming the ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
air hour. It’s a smash musical enter- 
tainment, with a livety and amusing 
story and some popular song num- 
bers. There's box office draw in this 
one for all theatres, from first runs 
to the smallest houses. 


Warners has assembled an excel- 
lent cast, not the least interesting 
of whom is Louella O. Parsons, news- 
paper columnist, who makes an ef- 
fective debut as an actress 

Her performance is not likely to 
disturb Katharine Cornell or Helen 
Hayes and the positions they occupy 
in the theatre, but Miss Parsons is 
herself on the screen, and that’s 
news. She gets away with it. 

Production is elaborate, and Busby 
Berkeley's direction keeps the play- 
ers going at top speed: In leading 
roles are Dick Powell, Rosemary and 
Lola Lane, .Hugh Herbert, Ted 
Healey, Glenda Farrell, Alan Mow- 
bray, Duane Thompson, Grant 
Mitchell and Edgar Kennedy. Spe- 
cial orchestra numbers are supplied 
by Benny Goodman and Raymond 
Paige. 

Hollywood film studios and broad- 
casting are the basis of a farcical 
story which pokes fun at both the 
picture-making business and_ the 
radio industry. Story is by Jerry 
Wald and Maurice Leo, who have 
developed a satire which is original 
and humorous. Eight musical num- 
bers are by Whiting and Mercer, best 
of which are ‘I'm Like a Fish Out of 
Water’ and ‘Silhoueted in the Moon- 
light... These and perhaps several 
others are likely to get numerous 
airings. 

All the better known Hollywood 
places of interest are shown in the 
picture, including the exterior of the 
Hollywood Hotel on Hollywood 
Blvd., now a not-too-prominent hos- 
telry. Once the cameras enter the 
door considerable license has been 
taken with the interiors, which are 
a combination of the Waldorf lobby 
and the Mme. DuBarry boudoir, 
Even the film studios have been bur- 
lesqued. One of them boasts a huge 
sign which says ‘Miracle Pictures: 
If It’s a Good Picture, It’s a Miracle.’ 
That's been a trade gag in the east 
for some time, but first time given 
such wide usage. 

Lane sisters, Rosemary and Lola. 
turn in good performances, and Ted 
Healy and Hugh Herbert have some 
very funny material. Dick Powell's 
song numbers are first rate. 

‘Hollywood Hotel’ will be a busi- 
ness stimulator and is well timed to 
follow right in after the holiday 





buildup, Flin, 


MANNEQUIN 


(WITH SONG) 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Joseph 
I.. Mankiewicz production. Stars . Jean 
Crawford, Spencer Tracy; features) Alin 
Curtis... Ralph Morgan. Directed by Frank 
Borzage. Story by Katherine Brush; screens 
play by Lawrence Hazard; musical score 
by Edward Ward; camera, George Folsey; 
editor, Frederick Y. Smith; song, ‘Always 
and Always.’ by Edward Ward, Bob Wright 
and Chet Forrest, Previewed at) Villise 





theatre, Westwood, Calif... Dee. 14, ‘37. 
Running time, 92 mins. 
Jessie Cassidy.....cecsseseses Toan Crawford 
Joha L. Hennessey........- Spencer Tracy 
Eddie Miller. ..cccccccececes: Alan Curtis 
Briggs. .cccccccceseccesseeces Ralph Morean 
yj AERTS e.eeee Marv Phillips 
*"Pa’ Cossidy..ccccsececses ..Osear O'Shea 
Mra, CaSsiGy.ccsccecececs Elizabeth Risdon 
CUMROFG. -csases Reeecess Sex Leo CGorcey 
One of the best Joan Crawford 


starring pictures in several seasons, 
‘Mannequin’ is a down to earth story, 
interestingly related, excellently di- 
rected by Frank Borzage, and splen- 
didly acted by Miss Crawford, Spen- 
cer Tracy, ¥ 0 is co-starred, and a 
hand-picked cast. Among the sup- 
porting players is a newcomer of 
prospects, Alan Curtis, heretofore a 
small bit actor, ‘who has his big 
chance and makes the most of it. 
Film is pointed to substantial box 
office receipts and will revive the 
Crawford fan following. 

There is nothing wrong and every- 
thing right about ‘Mannequin.’ It is 
based on a sound story by Katherine 
Brush which has been deftly adapted 
by Lawrence Hazard. Yarn touches 
some of the current economic prob< 
lems, but the treatment of the cap- 
ital-labor issue is. whollv incidental 
to the romantic angles. There is no 
preachment or inclusion of contro- 
versial text. Borzage excels in this 
kind of story, which deals with the 
emotional reflexes of metropolitan 
men and women. His characters are 
shrewdly drawn, his backgrounds aus 
thentic and real. ; 

The Crawford-Tracy combination 
is good showmanship. It is their 
first joint appearance, and because 
they are distinctly opposite types, 


the story. 

It’s the old standby plot of the girl 
of the tenements: who forces herself 
from her environment and climbs in 
the world. New aspect is that. the 
world has changed, and the men she 
meets and the conditions encoune 
tered are modern. 

Borzage unfolds a_ discouraging 
view of present-day. tenement dwell- 
ers, their dwarfed viewpoints, the in- 
equalities of the domestic and eco- 
nomic setup, and the depressing ef- 
fect of Government relief, and what 
it costs in self-respect. 

Daughter of a Hester street family 
marries a chap from uptown hoping 
thereby to escape from her surround- 
ings. The boy she marries, who poses 
as a manager of prize-fighters. turns 
out to be a lazy, good-for-nothing. 
She leaves him after he proposes she 
help him in a blackmail scheme. 

Then she meets a rough, successful 
operator of a line of harbor tuge 
boats, a chap who is uncouth but, 
like herself, has set a mark of dee 
cency and strives to attain it. They 
are married, travel to Europe for a 
honeymoon, and return to New York 
at the moment when labor troubles 
destroy the husband's. business. At 
the same time, husband No.1, still 
intent on blackmail, annoys the girl. 
The ending, somewhat involved, is 
developed satisfactorily. 

Girl’s role is closer to the kind of 
characterization which won Miss 
Crawford her earlier big following 
than she has had in some time. Cur- 
tis is the ne’er do well and gives a 
properly villainous performance, best 
feature of which is a gradual insight 
of the despicable side of his nature. 
He never overdoes his stuff. and be- 
cause he has youth, six feet of heft 
and some looks, he is likely,to be a 
valuable adjunct to the M-G stock 
players. Tracy, as the self-made tuge- 
boat capitalist, has his. serious mo- 
ments and gives a convincing per- 
formance. 

But the film is primarily Borzage’s. 
Without the atmosphere he creates 
and the movement. of his characters 
through believable situations, ‘Man- 
nequin’ would be routine entertain- 
ment. He has highly capable assist- 
ance, particularly from Elizabeth 
Risdon, mother of the tenement fam- 
ily, and Osear O’Shea, defeated father 
who makes speeches about the meth- 
ods of the. Washington administra- 
tion. Leo Gorcey, one of the orig- 
inal ‘Dead End’ boys, is inclined to 
overplay a kid brother. Ralph Mor- 
gan provides a smooth foil for Tracy. 

Everything of production help has 
been furnished by Joseph L. Man- 
kiewicz. Miss Crawford croons a8 
song entitled, ‘Always and Always.’ 
which has a catchy air, and all the 
mechanical features are first rate. 

‘Mannequin’ should re-establish 
Miss Crawford as an important ex- 
hibitor asset. Ares Flin, 





YOUNG GRANDPOP 
C. N. O'Dell, attached to the Par- 
amount home office publicity depart- 
ment, is one of the younger grand- 
pops in the industry with birth Sun- 
day (12) of a daughter, Ann. to the 
Ralph A. Elliotts in Washington. 





O'Deil is in his 40s. ‘ 
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LOVE AND HISSES 


(MUSICAL) 

ah Century-Fox release of Kenneth 
MacGowan production, Stars Walter Win- 
iell, Ben Bernie, Simone Simon. Fea- 
tures Bert Lahr, Joan Davis, Dick Bald- 
wir, Ruth Terry, Douglas Fowley, Chie} 
ch indler. Directed by Sidney Lanfield, 
s-reen play by Curtis Kenyon and Art 
"arthur from story by Art Arthur. Songs 
by Mack Gordon and Harry Revel, Low 
Pollack and Sydney PD, Mitchell, Raymond 
S-ott, Nerman Zeno and: Will Irwin; 
dances, Nick Castle and Geneva Sawyer; 
film editor, William Forsyth; camera, Rob- 
et Plank. Reviewed in Projection Roo, 


N. Y., Dec. 20, ‘87. Ruuning time, 85 


nis. 

W alior Winchell. ..ccccsccccecsececrsimaelt 
Fen Bernie... ceresecees eeevdsveese Himself 
Yvette Guerin. ...ccccccccees Simone Simon 
*Sngar’ BoleS.cccccoccccsescoce ..Bert Lahr 
J» in paren aes PPT TCT PTULiLTri ye Joan Davis 
S:even Nelson..... .- Dick Baldwin 
ByeciaityV. caccceccesasceccsece ...-Ruth Terry 
M sbster ‘ wETET Tart Douglas Fowley 
Sidney Hoffman....cercee, Chick Chandler 
1 ing Skolskv..... Charles Williams 


Count Pierre Raoul Guerin........... 
Georges Renavent 


Snectalties: Chilton and Thomas, Peiers 
Sisters. Brewster Twins. 

Announcers: Rush Hughes, Gnarv Brectner 

Clerk in Music Siore....... Hal K. Dawson 

OSCR. ccccocecvcsscscosceccs Charles Jude! 

ProtWeer. vcevcsacscevtoesesvnss Harry Stubbs 

Gangster... cccvcccccssceere «- Robert Batiier 
This second teaming of Walter 


Winchell and Ben Bernie in a fea- 
ture won't be as signally embraced 
as was the first, ‘Wake Up and Live.’ 
It will benefit from hefty publicity 
measures which will sparkle up the 
b.o. statements, but word-o’-mouth 
is certain to brand it a notch below 
the lofty standard the W-B combo 
scaled to in their first pairing. 
Simone Simon, the third member of 
the stellar triumvirate, debuts her 
singing pipes in ‘Love and Hisses,’ 
and in view of the fact her warbling 
ability was unsuspected this long, 
she'll, on performance as well as 
name, be a b.o. boon to help buoy up 
the boys. 

As a musical, it is not pretentious 
and certainly doesn’t appear a cosily 
production, At times it limps 
in the telling of its story, chiefly be- 
cause the romantic angle is decidedly 
aged-ankled. The only alternative 
is playing up the feuding and cross- 
ribbing Winchell and Bernie, play- 
ing themselves, indulge in. 

Simple yarn has nitery band- 
batoneer Bernie importing from 
France a warbler billed ‘Eugenie,’ 
whom Winchell at once brands a 
phoney. As a stunt, Bernie plants 
her as the dotter of a French consul 
striving for a stage career against 
her parents’ wishes. Winchell then 
tries to ‘sell’ her ability as a singer 
ts Bernie and practically all the 
other bonifaces. Everyone but the 
columnist is in on the gag, and his 
efforts are unavailing till he plants 
her. on an air program, night before 
she’s to open at Bernie's cafe. Plenty 
Praise-puffing in the column has 
made the girl known. 

When Winchell discovers the ruse 
which has ribbed and used him, he 
frames Bernie by having him kid- 
naped and told he’s about to be blot- 
ted out. Bernie’s pleading for his 
lite is the climax and the ribbing the 
high-heave of the whole film. It’s a 
grand hoax and will find the film- 
Svers as gullible as Bernie. 


Romantic aspect of the yarn fs an- 
other and very pale treatment of the 
June Moon’ mooncalfing. As a 
bumpkin songwriter fresh from 
Idaho, Dick Baldwin is a little too 
intense. but, then, his part is rather 
colorless. 

Humor won't impress generallv. 
Give-and-take lines 'tween Winchell 
and Bernie have been swapped by 
the pair often before for the most 
part, and what is fresh is frail. Bert 
Lahr as Bernie’s yessing stooze 
mounds up the best impression. Joan 
Davis, playing the columnisi’s secre- 
tary with a pash for Lahr, has only 
her gawks and grimaces to abet her: 
her lines are lean as bamboo sprouts. 

Too, the fount of fun supplied by 
the ribbing is colloquially Broadway 
in a large measure and too entre 
nous much of the way for full ap- 
preciation in the hinterland. All the 
Times Square practical joking, ex- 
cepting the hot-foot, is admin- 
istered; the repartee is of the sort 
heard around only three places— 
Broadway, Vine street and the show- 
biz slice of Chi’s Loop. 

On the trouping side, Winchell is 
Winchell, and, if anything, he is more 
certain of himself before the camera. 
Bernie took acting lessons from the 
Theatre Guild’s Philip Locb in prep- 
aration for his labor in ‘Hisses,’ and 
he, too, seems to have gained poise 
and acts less jerkily than heretofore. 
Playing, themselves seemingly isn’t 
hard on the boys. 

_Miss Simon can stard pat on her 
pives. For a classy showplate she 
tries the tonsils at the ‘Bell Song.’ 
from the overa ‘Lakme,’ and rather 
feels her way too cautiously for com- 
fort or much enjoyment. She doe: 
manate the high scalines fairlv ac- 
centably, even though her voice i 
shallow and reveals no training or 
technique. On the Gordon and Reve! 
pop numbers she is good: her big 
burst. and nrettv impressive, is the 
finale rendition of ‘Little Love, Little 

wes 

Chick Chandler and Charles Wit- 
liams have little to do but follow 
Bernie around in the roles of a 
CouUNTa of Erlamnicte named Sidvyea: 
Homan and Irving Skolsky, Peters 





Sisters, three hefty colored harmony 
howl-and-hoofers who impressed in 
‘Ali Baba Goes to Town,’ repeat their 
bit to good advantage again. Chil- 
ton and Thomas, mixed colored team 
of fast dancers, standard for years 
in vaude and niteries, are o.k. in a 
specialty, as are the Brewster Twins, 
two girls who harmonize briefly. 
Making her pie debut, 18-year- 
young contralto Ruth Terry bats over 
a big boif for herself when chanting 
before the line girls in the only pro- 
duction number in the film. This is 
graced around the song ‘Broadway's 
Gone Hawaii,’ and Miss Terry's work 


spanks some breeze into the sails. 
when otherwise they come near 
hanging. Number was not too happy 
a choice for the sole production 
spread. Broadway did assume a 
Honolulu hue, but it rather passed 


away with last summer. The hit tune 
of the pic, ‘Wanna Be in Winchell’s 
Column,’ could have been used to 
drape the production routine on, but. 
unfortunately, the ‘Column’ song gets 
only short shrift, with Baldwin sing- 
ing only a couple of verses, and then 
it’s forgotten early in the reelage. 

Other ouistander, ‘Sweet Someone,’ 
gets the prime play, with several re- 
vrises after Miss Simon sings it. All 
the other songs fit in. but none looks 
to shine as sheet sellers nor bright 
beis for broadcasts. 

Direction let the pace lag at sev- 
eral points, and also failed on 
other matters as pointed out above. 
Camera work not up to snuff gener- 
ally, for such a pic. with outdoor 
shots much finer than most of the 
interiors, several of which were 
really spotty. 

Production restrained itself and 
was happily realistic, especially in 
reproducing Lindy’s Times Square 
eatery. (Spot gets so many plugs 
with six or so scenes showing it, pic 
could well have been tagged ‘Love 
and Hisses in Lindy’s’). Only glar- 
ing discrepancy is denicting Winch- 
ell’s mill in the N. Y. Mirror as being 
somethint akin to a pulp reader's 
dream of it. Knee-deen carvets and 
*lass-brick walls, eh? Then Winchell 
has gone Hollywood. Bert. 


Chan at Monte Carlo 


28sih Century-Fox 
production, 


Stone 
Keye 
Kay 
Kent. 
the 
Farl 


release of John 
Features Warner Oland, 
iuke, Harold Huber, Virginia Field, 
Iinaker, Sidney Blackmer, Robert 
Directed by Eugene Forde. sjused on 
character ‘Charlie Chan,’ created bv 
Derr Biggers; screen play by Charles Bel- 
den and Jerry Cady, from siory by Robert 
Miis and Helen Logan: camera. Daniel B. 
Clark. At Roxy, N. Y., week Dec. 17, ’37. 
Running time, 71 mins. 


ee ae Wamer Oland 
Ee Sere Seer errs Keye lake 
bat Ges Pee eee ee ee . Virginia Field 
Victor Karno®. .ccecacces sidney BRlackmer 
Fe 6 eee Tee eee ee Harold Iluber 
PO BRO 5406s 6eneas ois eae Kay T.inaker 
CordoneCRale..cccccccces .... Robert Kent 
read) GEVATIN. 6660s .Edward Ragquello 
RE POOMOOW G bic 66:464-0 04004608688 George Lynn 
UE  DOPAVOR 6 0:6.6:6:4.049-600605345 louis Mercier 
Penile ebedeaunds twee vaden George Davis 
CWI 6 co 56:6:6:65 65005000460 000008 John Bleifer 


i | eerrrrr rrr rrr Tee Georges Renavent 


Possibly Hollywood's nearest ap- 
proach to achieving perpetual mo- 
tion is the regularity with which 
‘Charlie Chan’ cop-chase-crook mell- 
ers are milled out. 

Finding the Chinese detective ‘at 
Monte Carlo’ also finds Warner Oland 
in his 16th feature as Chan in the 
last six years. Pic, obviously aimed 
at the duals, should do o.k. on popu- 
larity already built up and stream- 
lined. But it’s a bit under average 
for Chan celluloiders. 

Culprit who commits the murders 
is very well concealed; in fact, too 
well. Not enough clues are strewn 


about for the audience to have any 
chance of nailing the one in advance 
through deduction. That’s rather un- 
fair ana weakens the eflect of the pic 
as a whole. 

Plot finds ‘Chan’ passing through 
Monaco for a gander at the gambling 
casino. He is detained at departure 
when his taxi breaks down and he 
discovers a murder and a theft of 
$1,000,000 worth of bonds. The usual 
several adjunctive murders follow.. ° 

Suspects include almost all the cast 
characters, but motives for the 
crimes are too vaguely established 


fand the progression of plot moves 


too haltingly. 

‘Chan’ seems to be running out of 
bon mots derived from ‘Old Chinese 
proverbs’ to sum up situations. His 
25-year-old son (Keye Luke) supplies 
rather lightweight humor by his 
bumbling when trying to indenen- 
dently track down the villain. Har- 
old Huber is swell source of humor 
as a gesticulating, anolozetic chief of 
Monaco’s police. It’s an abrupt de- 
narture from the heavy characteriza- 
tions which Huber has alwavs done 
in the past, and reveals him as an 
actor with more facets than sus- 
pected. 

There’s no real romantic side to the 
yarn, which proves something of an 
oversight, in view of the general ploi 
weaknesses, Also poor judgment was 
having so much dialog couched in 
French, whole scenes being thus ne- 
gaied for Yankee audiences. 

rest of the cast about o.k.. with 
Sidney Blackmer and Edward Ra- 
quello in sood form as smoothies, Jn 
a bit, Louis Mercier scores as a mut- 
tering, clov-craninmed hack driver. 

Direction might hove sneceded the 
varn more’ camera didn't set t' 
fT tov well, Bert. 
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Drummond’s Revenge 


Paramount production ani release. Fea 
tures John Barrymore, John Howard, Louise 


Campbell, feginald Penny, KF Kk. Cire 
Directed by Louis King. Based on siory 
by H. C. (Sapper) MeNeile; adaptation, Ed- 


Ward T. Lowe; eamera, Harry Fischbeck; 
film editor, Arthur Schmidt. At Criterion, 
N Y., week Dec, 17, ‘37 Fiunning time, 
45 mins. 

Col, Nielson ......... John Barrymore 


Phyllis Clavering . Louise Campbell 


Capt. Drummond ...-Jotn Howard 
yi! RP ee ee eke & eaales .. B. EB. Clive 
Algy Longworth .iteginali Denn, 
Draven Nogais ...... ....hrank Puglia 


Gwen Longworth . Nedia Westinan 
Hardeasile ..... ToC eer ttovert Cleckler 
Mats MORIN. cs ceaiess --Lucien Litilefield 

Here’s another around the charac- 
ter of Bulldog Drummond, at which 
nearly everyone has taken a crack 
It is detective fiction in the ‘B’ 
brackets that will serve suitably 
enough in houses of less imporiance 
singly and, for others, on double bills. 

Seemingly, there isn’t enough spac- 
ing on Drummond stories, this mak- 
ing three the past six monihs dealing 
with the sleuth. This is likely to con- 
fuse audiences. Under the tiile of 
simply ‘Bulldog Drummond,’ the ex- 
ploits of the amateur dick came to 
attention in a Hodkinson production 
released in 1922. The same story was 
done later by Sam Goldwyn, in 1929, 
as a talker, while in 1934 Fox made 
‘Bulldog Drummond Strikes Again.’ 
Republic last July released ‘Bulldog 
Drummond at Bay’ and Par in Sep- 
tember sent out ‘Bulldog Drummond 
Comes Back.’ Now Par is out with 
another. 

Current effort to perpetuate Drum- 
mond is none too promising for: the 
future of the well established gum- 
shoer, although the action is suffi- 
ciently exciting, with some comedy 
to spice and assist it over the usual 
bumps. In some instances the com- 
edy relief is a bit forced. The gab- 
biness of Nydia Westman is no help 
in that direction, either. 

Dialog lacks strengih and flash, 
leaving it to the action and suspense 
to maintain interest. Plot concerns 
the theft of the formula of a new 
explosive developed in England and 
the efforts of John Howard, finally 
successful, in tracking down those 
responsible. Howard does well with 
material that was light, but in Louise 
Campbell has a weak opposite. John 
Barrymore, as a Scotland Yard 
colonel, and E. E. Clive, playing a 
valet, both do much toward making 
this one in the Drummond series 
passable entertainment. Reginald 
Denny bears the most of the comedy 


load, doing fairly with it. Frank 
Puglia is forced to play a female 
impersonator and it wouldn’t take 
much of a cop to stop him from 
getting away with it. 

Shortness of the picture helps 
make it desirable for turnover on 
dual bills. Char, 


LOVE ON TOAST 


(WITH SONGS) 


Paramount release of EMimanual Cohen 


production, Features Stella Ardler, John 
Payne, Isabet Jewell and tlwis Alberni 
Directed by In. A, Dupont, Screenplay by 
Richard Connell, Jane Siorm and Doris 
Malloy; camera, Charles Schoeenbaum, 
songs, Sam Caslow, LBurion  tane. At 
Strand, Brooklyn, startling Dee 16, °3%, 
dual bill, Running time, 65 mins 
POee MODs 6c kcaeeeserceses ..Johin Parne 
Linda. Cravett..cc.ccces: ‘ Stella Ardler 
BOO: FiO 6 cat cgssedeceeas loiis Alberni 
bert... vO ITTECERer eee jewuny Baker 
Polly Marr.........Katherine ‘Sugar’ Kane 
Clark Sanford. iccccccescses Granw Richards 
SESE PUUEOED 6 b.08 660 sccacceses Isabel Jewell 
SODWE]) . cccccccccccccesss... Giward Robhins 
Jonathan... .ccccccccesesss Willitm Davidson 
FInley..ccccccsccccoees Krankivn Pangborn 
Hyacinth... ..ccssee isevsctveceiay BuUilert 
This slapsticky comedy serves as 


testing ground for Stella Ardler, nee 
Adler, and John Payne in featured 
film roles, though the former has 
sufficiently impressed on the stage to 
eliminate having to undergo such 
initial screen ordeal as offered here. 
Picture might have been far more 
impressive if farcical scenes had 
been built up instead of falling for 
the temptation to toss pastry and in- 
ject roughhouse methods. These de- 
tract from what chances it had at 
double-picture window. 

Miss Ardler, from legit stage, not 
only looks well despite faulty make- 
up but fits into the cinema acting 
scene whenever given opportunity. 
An outstandingly strong actress, she 
shines despite the grotesque hokum. 
John Payne, from WPA Theatre 
Project to screen, also shows promise 
and is credited with warbling one of 
two tunes. 

Scripting is an instance of too 
many cooks dipping into the broth. 
This shows the efforts of a feminine 
publicity expert to put over a na- 
tion-wide contest for her advertiser 
(a soup company? in locating a Mr, 
Manhattan and a Miss Brooklyn, a 
beauty contestant he must pick and 
then marry. Soda clerk. chosen for 
this male role, is obdurate but 
sulkinaly is persuaded to help after 
tossing a cake foremust onto public- 
ity woman's phiz. 


He selects the last girl in line for 
Miss Brooklyn part. She's ‘Sugar 
Kane, of radio, who can sing the 


film’s other song. Free-for-all ring 
battle staged for soun salesmen drags 
entire banquet hall into a mass bat- 
tle. That’s sunnosed t» furiher the 
plot. A sensible romantic sequence 
is followed by a pastry slinging con- 
test in the drug store which ends the 
feature. 


‘I'd Like to Play a Love Scene.’ by 


Sam Coslow, and ‘I Want a New 
Romance,’ by Coslow and Burton 
Lane, are lilting musical number 


that are. smotheyed ia bh yacn. 


yoy 
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Latter gets greatest break, and has} 


best chance. 

Besides Miss Ardler’s stellar per- 
formance, Katherine (Sugar) Kane, 
from radio, indicates promise as Miss 
Brooklyn, Her ballading is oke. 
Isabel Jewell is stifled in a secondary 
role. Luis Alberni struggles to get 
laughs out of the material. Beniy 
Baker, Grant Richards, Edward 
Robins and Daisy Buffert satisiy in 
support. 

Lavish sets and costly costuming 
is background for mawkish fable. 
Direction of E. A. Dupont is neithei 
even nor effective. Dialog is betici 
than story. Wear. 





Night Club Scandal 


Paramount production and releas 


tures John Barrymore lynne Overunmn 
Charles Bickford Louise Campbell Ii- 
rected by Ralph Murphy. s en pla 
Lillie Howard, from pla by Paniel N 
Rubin; camera Leo Vover 4 Mis , 
N. Y.. dual, Dec. 17-19, ‘37 hKiunning 
time, 72 mins 

Dr. Ernest Tindal..... Tohn Barrymore 
Russell Kirk. ee Lanne Over in 
Vere’ PEGS <i scae lou (anepbell 
Capt. McKinley....... Charles HK ford 
Frank Marsh...... Hars Steohens 
ei | er sevcecsceds. Carral Naish 
Julia Reed... » Bren 


Mrs. Elvira Ward.. 


Paterson 


Mra. Alvin... .cccssceces Ceeil Cunningham 
Doctor Sully..... we eee Barlowe Borland 
PES bsescteeensass ‘ 4 John Sheehan 
GOON cecscuscases ‘i ' ..Georee Guhl 
Alcott Pree r Tre rrr ... Frank O'Conno 
Dr. GoodMan..ccceccecccs Leonard Willey 


with transparent action. The old 
formula about dumb cops and smart 
newspaper guys following 
selves around through a 
murder case. And in the customary, 
lazy film fashion, the only way to 
solve the first death is by compelling 
the culprit to commit another. The 


love stuff is pretty shallow. 

Lynne Overman is the newshoun 1 
who swings on a corkscrew and he 
probably never has had a toughei 


them- 


simple 


time making pat phrases twist into a | 


chuckle or two. Without him there’: 
no picture. 

Charles Bickford is the burly 
nolice detective who couldnt solve 
a whiskey smell. Barrymore is a 
pre-ordained character who marche: 
with heavy dramatic tread through a 
couple of killings. He murders his 
wife and helps put the blame on her 
lover, then he murders the racketeer 
nite club owner and only man who 
knows the secret. Overman and 
Louise Campbell are an incongruous 
vair of love birds who aid in bring- 
ing the real murderer to justice. But 
there’s no clinch at the finish be- 
cause Miss Campbell loves some still 
nhoto, a bird neither seen nor heard 
in the story. How the fans will take 
that kind of a romance is tough to 
answer. 

Miss Campbell hasn’t much to do 
in the film but she perks a sweet 


phiz and = charming personality. 
demonstrating she deserves better 
treatment than herein given. Bick- 


ford is the same as a cop as he is a 
blacksmith or a cowboy or anything 
else. He’s just a tough brain guy. 
The camera work is okay, and the 
nite club set is only a background of 
apparent sumptuousness, not fitting 
into the scheme of the plot. 
Shan. 





Prescription for Romance 


Universal release of Edmund Grainger 


production, Directed by 38. Ssivan Simen., 
Features Mischa Auer, Wenly Barrie, 
Kent Tavlor. Screen play, Jaines Mul- 
hauser, Robert T. Shannon, Albert R. Vers 
kins; original story, John Reinhardt, Kol- 
ert Neville; camera, Milton Krasner; film 
editor, Paul Landres, Previewed in Prea- 
jeciion Room, N. Y., Dec. 17, ‘37. Ruan- 
ning time, 70 mins, 

COE BONGNG sc 6 Fic cecnsccscss Mischa Auer 
or, Valerie Wilson... Wendy Borrie 
PGUG BORCT 5 60.6566060466600868 Kent Taylor 
TOla Cartell.crccesee coocse..- Dorothea Kent 
ea: PPE coccocecccces Prank Jenks 
Kenneth Barton..ccccececsas Henry TWunte 
Dr. Panl Azarny oone -<Gresor Chive 
Major Goddard...... eseee Samuel S. Hinds 
SORBET... che. cetess cccoccecs Prank Reicher 
hen 0 LEE UTT Te coosee Hirgh S, Shreriday 
ot ee ee eee eee William TLammdigan 
Officer’s sweetheart....... Constance Moore 
ONGC COl 6 00.0660 e640 sd creecee Chiistian Rul 





Romance, intrigue and a Conti- 
nental aura embellish this Universal 
dualer with considerable to be de- 
sired. 

The pic’s features are Wendy Bar- 
rie as Dr. Valerie Wilson, Kent Tay- 
lor as the sleuthing Steve Macy and 
Mischa Auer as the penniless, comic 
Count Sandor. 


When Henny Hunter absconds a 


half million and flees Uncle Sam for | 


Budansest, he is tailed by Kent Tovy- 
lor, a forsaken girl friend and 
nolice of half a dozen countries. 
finds a refuge with the woman 
medico, Wendy Barrie, an old friend. 
who hides him out, thinking that he 
is innocent. 

The chase leads through several 
auestionable episodes, where Taylor 
and Miss Barrte are thrown to- 
‘ether. Therein is the start of the 
romance. It ends that way, too. 

Throush the combined efforts of 
Taylor. Frank Jenks and the irre- 
nressible Count Sandor (Auer), 
Hunter is finally apprehended. Miss 


Barrie does a disconsolate act for 
harboring a criminal, but not for 
lon’. Detective Steve changes that. 


Auer deserves particular mention 
‘or his usual scene-nilfering contri- 
butions. He romps through the film 
with sav abandon. It is not one of 
his best. but then again the medi- 
oerity of the pic serves to stife him 
a bit. 
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SERGEANT MURPHY 


DI- 


Screenplay, 


Warner Bros, 
rected by B. 


production and release. 


Reeves Lason 


William Jacobs; story, Cy Uartlett; camera, 
tei MeCord, editor, James Gibbon Pre- 
viewed in Projection Room, N, Y., Dec. 17%, 
ay & Running time, 57 mins. 

vivate Dennis Murphy..... Ronald Reagan 
Mary Lou Cuarruthers.........Mary Maguire 
Col. Carretera... ccccccsccceses Donald Ctisp 
Ores FEO ds 645466006085 Bem Hendricks 
Major Gruff..... esseoeess William Davidson 
Sergeant Coonors.........Max Hoffman, J: 

iewt: DWheOM. .6ccces ccennus David Newell 
MBIGY BUC: cccccesvcesaess Iemmett Vogan 
POBRRs s. cccecrcccesccctctencas Tracey Lane 
NGJWIAN . cccccseccesecccasees Edmund Cobb 
FORD i occ ceeeae ke éeeneN es eueess Ellen Clancy 
ADIGA. wcccccces Vecsweieeerive Rosella Towne 
FRORR cea 6eaerdsoenseeeedeuse Helen Valkis 

HOULY s i6eserceseeicndees .Sam MecDaniels 


Man’s love for his horse in stir- 
ringly told in this Warner Bros. 
dualer. Story of an army soldier and 
his equine buddy, Sergeant Murphy, 
should be among the pace-setters of 
this variety. Picture deals with the 
adventures encountered by Private 
Dennis Murphy and the ‘Sarge,’ 
whose temperament makes him unfit 
for army duty. Splendid animal, he 
eventually justifies his master’s faith, 
along with that of. Mary Lou Car- 
ruthers, the colonel’s daughter, by 
winning the Grand National at Ain- 
tree after being mustered out of the 
service, 

Film moves briskly, aided compe- 
tently by the trio of feature players, 
Ronald Reagan as the soldier, Mary 
Maguire as Mary Lou and Donald 
Crisp as the said Col. Carruthers, 
Mary Lou’s father. 

teagan and Miss Maguire, a win- 
same 18-year-old from Australia, 
loom as another of Hollywood's bal- 
Ivhooed romantic teams by their 
vouthful zest and fresh interpreta- 
Lions 

There are some grand shots of the 
spacious, carefully groomed Santa 
Anita track in the Grand National 
sequences, which give the pic a touch 
of spice. 


UNDER SUSPICION 





Columbia production ,and release. Stars 
lack Holt, features Katherine DeMille 
lsirected by Lewis D, Collins. Adapted by 


loconh Ploffmon and Jefferson Parker from 
Philip Wylie’s story; camera, James 8. 
ttreown, Jr.p editor, Dwight Caldwell. At 


Globe, N. Y., week Dec. 18, ‘37. Running 
time, 6 mins, 

K ‘bert fasten — iebccebateecuee Jack Holt 
\inry Brookhart......-- Katherine De Mille 
F' WPPPeeey errr rr ier Luis Alberni 
TOMA ciccesesacs 5acees.eteedse Rosalind Keith 
ROTPTS. wc cccee de eecseneeeeose Purnell Pratt 
PRvfOh. . ccc eevee secsecceees Maurice Murphy 
MACELOEBON. ccscccsecceccecs Morgan Wallace 
K. Y. Mitchell. .cc-cecsccees Granville Bates 
Nelson Dudley. ccccccsccccce Craig Revnolds 
Mr. Walters..... ee. Robert Emmett Keane 
Mya, Walhers. .coceccccesecs farvoret Irving 
WIAI@, . cc cccccescoecerecsressess Clyde Dilson 
i) ep rrr ree re George Anderson 
T"raNCeB. corces rerrerre rere: ese Esther Muir 





Wel! constructed murder mystery 
adapted into a very satisfactory who- 
dunit pic. Everybody looks mighty 
euilty but the gunmen, which is the 
idea. of course. Film will make a 
«ood filler-inner and is a _ strong 
dualer. 

Jack Holt plays the leading role as 
the philanthropist half a dozen peo- 
yle are trying to murder, apparently 
to keep him from giving away his 
stock in an auto factory to his em- 
nlovees. There’s no social m tiva- 
tion behind this, other than the fact 
that he’s tired of making money and 
wants time for hunting. None -f the 
susnects is guilty of anything. excent 
trying to chanze his mind, the guilty 
party being his own attorney, a 
minor character who wants the 
executor’s and trustee’s fees, which 
accrue to him if Robert Bailey (Holt) 
dies, 

Katherine De Mille, who is fea- 
tured, doesn’t do much but look sus- 
vicious and alluring. Luis Alberni 
nrovides some comedy as the chef. 
Others featured in the cast are 
Esther Muir and Rosalind Keith. 
Supvorting cast is okay and per- 
formances throughout satisfactory. 


YOUNG PUSHKIN 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
Amkino release of 
Deatures Va 


production 
Mazin, I. 


Lenfilr 
Litovsky, L. 


Peramonov, V. Gardin and V. Ivasheva, 
Directed by Aready Naroditsky, Story 


tn adaptation, Alexander Slonitosky; 
usieal scove, Yurl Kochurov. At Cameo, 
N. Y.. week Dec, 17, '37, Running time, 
Sto mins. 
Alexander Pusbkit.sccccccccses V. Litovsky 
Te DIMOVIRE 5 6 65 0:60686.60.000066060008 lL. Mazin 
Patt COTOCHOR sc ccc ecseensadees I, Paramonov 
CM NMECHEM . 2 5000 PTUTURIT TTI \. Maruzin 
Fa*.aviev .cces bOb0060000680046068 K. Smirnov 
PAlVIZ.. cose CS Cees ecneecsvevceodss Oo. Linkin 
FOGIT ve wha dewesceseetas (, Sushkovitch 
Pivtoy ec sedvecesedenesescssveas V. Gardin 
PERO 5 6655.06 00800480 4006008 Vv. Ivasheva 


(In Russian, with English Titles) 

Exceedingly tiresome screen mat- 
ter in the Muscovite manner, ‘Young 
Pushkin’ is not fit for the American 
market, nor probably for others. It 
has nothing more than some fairly 
good backgrounds and a few flashes 
of acting ability, notably on the part 
of V. Litovsky, a youth. 

Inevitable and inescapable in Rus- 
sian-made pictures the propagandic 
vublicity which the Soviet appears to 
demand in its film is again in evi- 
dence though in this case it is some- 
what buried. The question of free- 
thinking is tossed in where it dcesn’t 
belong, however, but there simply 
nust be something there along these 
lines and the producers have seen to 
ihrt. 

The story is different but that 
loesn't heln it. Virtually all of the 

(Continued on page 24) 
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“TRUE CONFESSION 


“Paramount’s ‘True Confession’ has completed the biggest pre-holiday week in the 
history of the Paramount Theatre, smashing all records for this time of year and doing 


a real ‘holiday’ business. Audience reaction is terrific and word-of-mouth is pulling 
— Robert M. Weitman 


them in by the thousands.” 


“TRUE CONFESSION” is also knocking ‘em over in Miami, Los Angeles 
and Chicago. The pre-Christmas business has been outstanding in the 


annals of all houses in which this picture has played. 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, V aniery presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing conepanies fag if 
the current quarterly persod. Date of the reviews as given tn Vaniety and the running time of prints are snciuded.) : 
COPYRIGHT. 1937. BY VARIETY. INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED | om 
— en moma —8 i. 
WEEE \. oan i. 
or TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED j ! 
BELEASS MINS. BY VARIETY } 
_—— a a 
‘28/37 THE AWFUL TRUTH Everett Riskin Col Comedy i. Dunne-Cary Grant Leo McCarey 908 10/20 | ie 
wa 10/38, KING OF SIERRAS M. H. Hoffman GN Western Rex-Sheik (horses) Arthur Rosson . 
HERE’S FLASH CASEY M.& A. Alexander GN Comedy E. Linden-B. Mallory Lynn Shores 87 10/20 | 
LIVE, LOVE AND LEARN H. Rapf MGM Com-Dr RB. Montgomery-R. Russell G. Fitzmaurice 78 10/20 
THUNDER TRAIL Par Par Western Marsha Hunt-Gilbert Roland Chas. Barton Ly) v/28 
BREAKFAST FOR TWO Edw. Kaufman RKO Rom-Dr B. Stanwyck-H. Marshall Alfred Santell 67 11/24 
CHARLIE CHAN ON BROADWAY John Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-Joan Marsh Eugene Forde 40 9/22 
STAND-IN W. Wangzger UA Comedy L. Howard-Joan Blondell Tay Garnett 90 10/6 
THE PERFECT SPECIMEN H. J. Brown WwB Com-Rom E. Flynn-Joan Plondell Michae! Curtiz a4 9/29 
‘37 TRAPPED BY G MEN Col Col Melodrama Jack Holt-Wynne Gibson Louis D. Collins 63 11/10 
10/20 rex RAVES wiTht BUY SCOUTS E. Finney GN Western ‘Pex Nitter Ray Taylor 6e 11/3 : 
CONQUEST B. H. Hyman MGM Hist-Rom Garbo-Charles Boyer Clarence Brown 115 10/27 t 
FEDERAL BULLETS Lon Young Mone Drama M. Stone-T. Walker Karl Brown 61 10/27 ig 
THIS WAY, PLEASE Mel Shauer Par Musical Buddy Rogers-B. Grable Robt. Florey i 9/15 Ag 
THERE GUES THE GRUOM A. Lewis RKO Com-Dr B. Meredith-Ann Sothera Joseph Santley 64 10/13 
RIDIN’ THE LONE TRAIL A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele Sam Newfield 58 11/3 
ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN L. Schwab 26th Musical Cantor-T. Martin-J. Lang David Butler a9 10/20 
WESTLAND CASE L. Fox-S. Starr U Mystery P. Foster-Carol Hughes C. Cabanne ae 10/6 
THE GREAT GARRICK M. LeRoy WwB Drama Brian Aherne-de Haviland James Whale 95 9/29 
11/5/37 SWING IT, SAILOR D. Diamond GN Com-Dr W. Ford-J. Jewell Ray Cannon 63 11/10 5 
THE FIREFLY H. Stromberg MGM Musical J. MacDonald-A. Jones R. Z. Leonard 148 7/28 i 
DANGER VALLEY R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
HOLD ’EM, NAVY Par Par Football Lew Ayres-M. Carlisle K. Neumann 423 al/10 ) 
FIGHT FOR YOUR LADY A. Lewis RKO Com-Rom J. Boles-I, Lupino Ben Stoloff 67 10/20 : 
PORTIA ON TRIAL A. E. Levoy Rep Rom-Dr W. Abel-F. Inescort G Nicholas, Jr. 72 11/10 
DANGER, LOVE AT WORK H. Wilson 20th Com-Rom A. Sothern-J. Haley O. L. Preminger Bt 12/1 . 
GIRL WITH IDEAS Ed. Grainger U Com-Rom W. Pidgeon-W. Barrle Svlvan Simon 78 11/3 
ALCATRAZ ISLAND Cosmo WwB Melodrama John Litel-A. Sheridan Wm. McGann 64 10/13 i 
a 11/12/37 MR. BOGGS STEPS OUT Ben Pivar GN Com-Dr S. Erwin-H. Chandler G. Wiles 67 
THE LAST GANGSTER MGM MGM Drama EK. G. Robinson-R. Stradner E. Ludwig 81 11/10 
THE BARRIER H Sherman Par Outdoor L. Carrillo-J. Parker Les Selander Ty) 11/3 
LIVING ON LOVE M. Cohen RKO Com-Rom W. Bourne-J. Dunn Lew Landers ae 11/3 
SPRINGTIME IN ROCKIES S. C. Siegel Rep Western G. Autry-P. Rawles Joe Kane 69 11/24 
DANGEROUSLY YOURS Sol Wurtzel 25th Rom-Dr C. Romero-P. Brooks M. St. Clair it) 10/20 
MURDER IN DIAMOND ROW A. Korda UA Melodrama EE. Lowe-S. Shaw-A. Todd W. K. Howard 15 11/17 
MERRY-GO-ROUND OF '38 B. G. DeSylva U Musical B. Lahr-B. House-Auer Irv. Cummings 90 10/27 
ADVENTUROUS BLONDE Brvan Foy WB Com-Rom G. Farrell-B. MacLane F. McDonald 69 13/1 
11/19/37 HOLLYWOOD ROUNDUP Col Col Western Buck Jones Ewing Scott 
FRONTIER TOWN Fd Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 
NAVY BLUE AND GOLD S. Zimbalist MGM Football BR. Young-L. Barrymore Sam Wood 95 1/17 
NIGHT CLUB SCANDAL Par Par Mystery J. Barrymore-Overman Ralph Murphy 72 2/22 
DAMSEL IN DISTRESS P. S. Berman RKO Musical Astaire-Burns and Allen Geo. Stevens 108 11/24 
THE GUN RANGER A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-E. Stewart S. Newfield 
THE DUKE COMES BACK H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr A. Lane-H. Angel-G. Tobin I. Pichel 64 12/8 
SECOND HONEYMOON R. Griffith 2ot Com-Rom T. Power-L. Young Walter Lang 1 11/10 
52ND STREET W. Wanger UA Musical K. Baker-P. Patterson-Carrille H. Young 88 10/6 
IT’S LOVE I'M AFTER H. J. Brown ws Comedy L. Howard-B. Davis Archie Mayo 90 7/21 
11/26/37 SHE MARRIED AN ARTIST S. Buchman Col Comedy Boles-Luli Deste M. Gering 
, THOROUGHBREDS DON’T CBY H. Rapf MGM Com-Rom R. Sinclair-M. Rooney J. W. Rubin rT 11/17 
COUNTY FAIR E. B. Derr Mone Rom-Com J. F. MacDonald-M. L. Lender’ H. Bretherton ri | 11/24 
EBB TIDE L. Hubbard Par Drama O. Homolka-F. Farmer Jas. Hogan 91 10/13 
TEXAS TRAIL Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-J. Allen Dave Se'lman 58 12/22 
a. HIGH FLYERS Lee Marcus RKO Comedy Wheeler-Woolsey Eddie Cline 708 11/10 
a WILD HORSE RODEO S. C. Siegel Rep Western 3 Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman 
45 FATHERS John Stone 20th Comedy J. Withers-T. Beck Jas. Tinling vi | 12/15 
DINNER AT THE RITZ R. T. Kane 20th Rom-Dr Annabella-P. Lukas H. D. Schuster 73 11/10 
NOTHING SACRED D. O. Selznick UA Comedy Lombard-F. March Wm. Wellman 15 12/1 | 
SOME BLONDES ARE DANGEROOUS E. M. Asher U Com-Dr W. Gargan-D. Kent Milt Carruth 65 1/10 } 
SUBMARINE D-1 1. Edelman ws Rom-Com P. O’Brien-D. Weston Lloyd Bacon 100 11/17 | 
12/3/37 ALL-AMERICAN SWEETHFART W. MacDonald Col Rom-Com S. Colton-P. Farr L. Hillyer 62 12/8 
plies -BEG, BORROW OR STEAL Joe Cohn MGM Comedy J. Beal-F, Rice-F. Morgan W. Thiele 73 12/1 
BLOSSOMS ON BROADWAY B. P. Schulberg Par Com-Rom E. Arnold-S. Ross-Trent Richard Wr'lace 83 1/17 
TAKING THE TOWN M. Cohen RKO Comedy Fred Stone-D. Vaughan Fdw. Killy 
GLAMOROUS NIGHT W.C. Mycroft Rep Musical M. Ellis-O. Kruger B. D. Hurst : 
BIG TOWN GIRL Milton Feld 20th Melodrama C. Trevor-D. Woods Alfred Werker ae 11/10 
PRESCRIPTION FOR ROMANCE E. Grainger U Com-Rom W. Barrie-K. Taylor S. S. Simon 6% 13/22 i 
FIRST LADY H. J. Brown wa Rom-Com K. Francis-P. Foster Stan Logan 82 9/1 
12 10/37 HEADIN’ EAST L. G. Leonard Col Western Buck Jones Ewine Scott 66 | 
THE SHADOW W. MacDonald Col Melodrama BR. Hayworti-C. Quigley Cc. C. Coleman. Jr. 57 12/22 i 
YOU'RE ONLY YOUNG ONCE Harrv Rapf MGM Comedy L.. Stone-C. Parker C. Dorian 80 
LOVE ON TOAST E. Cohen Par Rom-Com J. Payne-S. Ardler FE. A. Dupont 65 12/22 
DANGER PATROL Maury Cohen RKO Melodrama S. Eilers-J. Beal Lew Landers 59 11/24 
BORROWING TROUBLE Max Golden 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Frank Straver 63 1/17 
ADVENTURE’S END U U Snectacle J, Wavne-D. Gibson Arthur Lubin 63 11/17 
MISSING WITNESSES Bryan Foy WwB Melodrama J. Litel-J. Dale Wm. Clemens 60 12/15 
12/17/37 UNDER SUSPICION Col Col Melodrama J. Holt-K. DeMille L. D. Collins 61 12/22 
: NON-STOP NEW YORK GB GB Rom-Mel Anna Lee-J. Loder R. Stevenson 12 9 29 
ROMANCE OF ROCKIES R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Tom Keene-B. Wallace R. N. Bradbury 
- : BORN TO THE WEST Par Par Western J. Wayne-J. M. Brown Chas. Barton 
‘ COLORADO KID A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-M. Weldon Sam Newfield 
SHE LOVED A FIREMAN Bryan Foy ws Com-Dr D. Foran-A. Sheridan John Farrow 57 11/17 
12/24/37 I'LL TAKE ROMANCE E. Riskin Col Musical Grace Moore-M. Douglas Edw. Griffith $5 42/22 
LOOK OUT FOR LOVE Herb Wilcox GB Rom-Dr A. Neagle-T. Carminati H. Wilcox 
ROSALIE Wm. A. McGuire MGM Musical N. Eddv-E. Powell-Bolger W.S. Van Dyke 123 12/22 
TELEPHONE OPERATOR Lon Young Mono Rom-Dr J. Allen-G. Withers S. Pembroke 
TRUE CONFESSION Albert Lewin Par Comedy Cc. Lombard-MacMurrayv Weslev Ruevles a5 11/24 
HITTING A NEW HIGH J. L. Lasky RKO Musical L. Pons-J. Howard-Oakie Raoul Walsh a4 B/i 
THANK YOU, MR. MOTO Sol Wurtzel 20th Mvstery P. Lorre-J. Regan Norman Foster as 
THE HURRICANE S. Goldwvn UA Drama Jon Hall-D. Lamour-M. Astor John Ford 14 11/10 
YOU'RE A SWEETHEART B. G. DeSylva U Musical A. Fave-G. Murphy David Butler 97 19/15 
TOVARICH Robt. Lord WwsB Drama C. Colbert-C. Bover Anatole Litvak bo | 129 
12/31 /37 OUTLAWS OF PRAIRIE H. L. Decker Col Western (. Starrett-i. Meredith Sam Nelson 
WOMEN IN PRISON W. MacDonald Col Meller W. Cahoon-S. Colton Lam Hiliver 
BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE Harry Rapf MGM Football J. Stewart-R. Young J W. Rubin 
WELLS FARGO Frank Lloyd Par Rom-Dr J. McCrea-B. Burns-F. Dee Frank Lloyd 115 12/8 
WISE GIRL Edw. Kaufman RKO Rom-NDr. M. Hopkins-R. Milland Leigh Jason 
LADY, BEHAVE! A. E. Levoy Rep Rom-Dr S. Eilers-N. Hamilton Liovd Corriran 64% 
LOVE AND HISSFS K. MacGowan 20th Musical Winchell-Berni+-Simon Sid Lanfleld 99 12/22 
INTERNATIONAL SPY Trem Carr U Meller Wm. Hall-F. Ralston J. Lewis 
THE SPY RING Trem Carr U Mvstery W. Hall-J. Wyman-J. Carlton J. Lewis 
SERGEANT MURPHY Brvan Foy WB Drama R. Regan-M. Macuire B. R. Eason 62 12/22 
L 1, 7/38 MAN-PROOF L. D. Lighton MGM Com-Dr. Loyv-R. Russell-Tone R. Thorpe so 12/15 
re) BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S REVENGE Par Par Mystery J. Barrymore-L. Campbell Louis King 53 19/99 
CRASHING HOLLYWOOD Chi! Reid RKO Comedy Lee Tracv-J. Woodbury Lew Landers 
SHANGHAT DEADLINE 20th 20th Drama C. Romero-V. Field-J. Lang E. Forde 
TARZAN’S REVENGE Sol Lesser 20th Outdoor G. Morris-F. Holm D. R. Lederman 
1/14/38 NO TIME TO MARRY Nat Terris Col Com-Rom M. Astor-R. Arlen Harry Langdon = 
THREE MEN IN THE SNOW S. Zimbalist MGM Comedy F. Morzan-F. Rice-R. Young Eddie Buzzel! 
EVERY DAY”S A HOLIDAY E. Cohen Par Comedy Mae West-E. Lowe A. E.. Sutherland 8% 12/22 
EVERYBODY’S DOIN’ IT Wm. Sistrom RKO Rom-Com P. Foster-S. Eilers C. Cobanne 
HEADLINE HUNTRESS Sol Wurizel 20th Rom-Com G. Stuart-M. Whalen Jas. Tinling 
HAWAIIAN BUCKAROO Sol Lesser 20th Outdoor Smith Ballew D. R. Lederman 
ACTION FOR SLANDER A. Korda UA Drama C. Brook-M. Scott-A. Todd Tim Whelan 
THE JURY’S SECRET EF. Grainger U Meller Ff. Wrav-K. Taylor Ted Sloman 
HOLLYWOOD HOTEL Sam Bischoff ws Musical D. Powell-F. Langford Pusbv Berkeley 199 12°99 
t 21/38 LITTLE MISS ROUGHNECK W. MacDonald Col Com-Rom E. Fellows-L. Carrillo Aubrey Scotto ge 
START CHEERING Nat Perrin Col Musical W. Connolly-J. Durante A. S. Rogell 
SAILING ALONE GB GB Musical J. Matthews-J. Whitinz Sonnie Hale 
EVERYBODY SING Harry Ranf MGM Musical F. Brice-A. Jones-3. Garland E. L. Marin 
Le THRILL OF A LIFETIME Miss Fanchon Par Musical J. Canova-Yacht Club Boys G. Archainbaud 72 11/19 
“ PAROLED TO DIE A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steels-K. Eliot Sam Newfield 
SALLY, IRENE AND MARY Gene Markes 20th Musical A. Wave-¥, Allen-J. Lang Wm. Seiter 
STORM IN A TEACUP A. Korda UA Comedy V. Leigh-R. Harrison Victor Saville 84 99 
BORDERTOWN (REISSUE) Robt. Lord we Drama P. Muni-B. Davis Archie Mave 
A STRANGE HONEYMOON Bryan Fos we Drama B. Karloif-M. Wilson John Farrow 
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Unlike the book publishing business, 
scripts are submitted simultaneous- 
ly which brings quick results for 
the authors, who usually get a de- 
cision within a fortnight on a book 
or mss. In publishing it takes from 
six to 18 months to place a story, 
sometimes even longer. 

~ Books have to be judged long be- 
fore they come out and are reviewed 
as to their commercial and picture 
possibilities. This results, according 
ex-editor 


to one 
judgments being based largely on 
fear. In fact, it’s stated that very | 


few judgments are made on any 
ether basis than the fear that some- 
one will get ahead. 


Pointed out that if a story is 
bought by another company, it’s 
bound to have repercussions, One 


such editor was almost fired for 


turning down a story which turned | 


out to be a best seller. Later when 
the company which made the pic 


had trouble with it, and lost money, | 


the editor’s judgment came in for 
praise. 

And so it goes, 
company for nearly 15 years made 
thousands of recommendations. 
all that time, 
were made by the Coast producers 
from all those submitted. 

Insecurity of the Job 

Idea of most eastern story editors, 
who realize that, 
is only temporary, is to run up a rec- 
ord based on scoops and acquisitions. 
They are not selected as a general 
rule from the ranks of readers who 
do most of the work, but because of 
their contacts with writers, agents 
and publishers. Name editors count, 
and it’s this which leads picture 
companies to set them for short term 
contracts usually not more than a 
year in which none of them feel se- 
cure. 

Extent to 
companies go 
literary product -is familiar to pro- 
ducers and story editors whose job 
it is, but inside on coverage is not 
common knowledge to those in other 
branches in the trade. 

Big companies divide their read- 
ing departments, which are the origi- 
nal source of many pictures produced, 
into two general departments—fic- 
tion and plays. Fiction covers 
magazine and book fields, as well as 
Oviginals. Latter, however, are not 
read unless submitted by a name au- 


which major picture 


thor or submitted by a reputable 
literary agent. Otherwise, unpub- 
lished books are never read. 
Books 
Books are divided into three 
classes. First are those which are 


important commercially, by such au- 
thors as Fannie Hurst, Sinclair 
Lewis, etc. Second are those which 
are unimportant commercially, but 
are highly recommended by personal 
enthusiasm by an agent or interested 
party. The third group are those 
authors whose works have previously 
been sold to pictures. The fiction 
department rarely reads an unpub- 
lished book, but attempts to see the 
galleys or manuscript of book to be 
published, as far in advance as pos- 
sible. 


Competition for scripts is very 
strong due to the intensiveness of | 
coverage and demand. All material 


is subjected to the corps of readers 
for synopsizing. In contrast to the 
book field, where unpublished books 
are not read, the play department 
which divides its material into plays, 
produced and unproduced, also reads 


interviewed, in| 


One editor with a| 


In | 
only four selections | 


at best, the job| 


to cover the world’s} 


the | 


is not recessarily due to stupidity of 
picture companies as often assumed, 
or to the fact that all Hollywood is 
screwey, but often is brought about 
because the reason for purchasing 
the book in the first place no longer 


using it for one star or director may 
be dropped when the personality for 
whom it was intended shifts to an- 
other studio. 





Other reasons for dropping scripts 


which may affect the foreign market, 
and inability to extract a screen 
play from a story. Recent instance 
of this was the dropping by Selz- 
nick of the attempt to make a screen 
play out of the story of the Asso- 
ciated Press which was to have been 
| titled ‘Freedom of the Press.’ 





| 
: : : 

This explains why picture com-! 
| panies prefer to take options on 
| stories rather than to buy them. | 
| 


Options can be dropped, but agents, 
|who are aware of this, always try 
|; to sell their material outright with- 
out options. One company makes a 


practice of taking options to hold up | 


others until a decision is reached. 
All major companies have mutual 
interchange of synopses 
| their east and west offices. The same 
setup exists in Continental Europe. 
The Slicks and the Pulps 
More attention is now being paid 


|to slick paper mags which are all 
|read as are the majority of pulp 
| mags. The pulps are emerging more 
and more as the source of melo- 
dramas and B program material. 
They are also scouted for new 
writers. 


A permanent record is kept of out- 
| standing stories and their 
The success of a story editor is 
gauged in terms of story selection, 
plus guess work on esmmercial pos- 
sibilities. He has to make up 
j the book appears and is reviewed. 
| Books are bought blindly. 

In contrast, unproduced plays are 
seldom bought. There is no criterion 
for judging a book, but there is on a 
play. This results in the huge sums 
which are frequently paid picture 
rights for smash hits. 

It appeared several years ago as 
though there was a trend for pub- 
|lishers to become merely a part of 
; the entertainment industry, but this 





| has not become the case. Publishers 
|}are sticking more to publishing 
than it was suspected they would, 


and are more concerned with sales 
of their books, than in picture rights. 


name authors who are powerful 
enough to retain 100% picture rights 
in their books. Some firms take no 
interest in picture rights whatever, 
Readers 

Staff of readers for picture com- 
panies is of two kinds. There is a 
salaried group which works 
the story editor and a freelance 
group which is paid from $3 to $7 
a book. Job which demands more 
literary and cultural background 
than many others, is usually a lowly 
paid one. There was some agitation 
to form a Screen Readers’ Guild 
about eight months ago, but nothing 
| seems to have come of it. Readers 
are a loose group and very difficult 
to get at. 

Another contrast to the publishing 
business between a story editor and 





exists. There is a constant shifting 
of personalities in studies, and a 
story Lought with the intention of | 


are international political situations | 


between | 


disposal. | 


his | 
mind on the latter point long before | 


Percentage from picture rights to 
publishers varies from 10% to 50%. | 
Publishers get nothing from big 


under | 


a magazine or newspaper editor, or | 


‘CROSS-PICKETING NO 


|| HELP TO RUSSE PIC 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 

Pickets and pickets picketing ihe 
pickets marched in front of the Pop- 
lar theatre here, where ‘Tsar to 
Lenin’ opened Sunday. Six trampers 
| toted signs asking that patrons stay 
away from the pie because it favuis 
| Leon Tretsky and is Fascistic. Four 
anti-pickets recommended film as a 
‘true history of the Russian Revolu- 
tion.’ 

Flick, which ran six weeks in New 
York, is compilation of newsreel and 
amateur shots taken in Russia from 
1912 to 1924. Principal crew of pick- 
ets, allegedly Communists, claims i! 
unfairly plays up Trotsky as hero oi 
the revolution. They’re particularly 
hot because editor and commentator 
is Max Eastman, personal friend of 
| the expatriated Red and translato1 
lof one of his books. 

Biz, n.s-h. anyway, wasn’t hypoed 
by pickets. 


$45,000. Brokerage 


Commish Trial On 


Major Leslie E. Thompson, 
dent of Trans-Lux Corp., was a wit- 
ness Monday (20) in the trial of the 
suit brought against the corporation 
by Abe Felt, theatre building broker, 
| to recover $45,000 in commissions he 
| claims is due in connection with the 
deal made in 1936 for a theatre site 
obtained by Trans-Lux in Washing- 
ton. Maj. Thompson, called by 
Harold R. Medina, counsel for the 
| defense, denied Felt’s claim. that 
Trans-Lux officials had ‘double- 
| crossed’ him in the deal after enter- 
ing an agreement in 1934. 








presi- 


| 
| 
| 


Another witness was Hardie 
| Meakin, manager of Keith’s Wash- 
|ington theatre, who the defense 


claims was responsible for negotiating 
the deal, also testified. He told Judge 
Inch and a 


jury that after ne- 
| gotiations lasting over a period of 
| . e 

two years with Major Thompson 


| and other officials of Trans-Lux, the 
latter in April, 1936, placed a long 
term lease on property at H Street 
and 14th Street. 





READE’S 53 


|2 More Open This Week—Plans 6 
More in 1938 








Walter Reade’s theatre chain in- 
creases to 53 houses with opening of 
two more this week, the Community, 
Morristown, N. J., which goes into 
action tomorrow (Thurs.) and the 
Community, Hudson, N. Y.. opening 
Friday (24). Each seats 1,500 and the 


policy will be single features, two 
changes weekly. 55c. top. The new 


houses make seven that Reade has 
built and opened this year. He has 
plans for six more theatres during 
| 1938, first of which will be at 
Beacon, N. Y. 

| Already opening during this year 
| have been intimate houses in Sara- 
| toga, Toms River, N. J., New Bruns- 
| wick, East Trenton and Naugatuck, 
Conn. Last-mentioned marks Reade’s 
first in Connecticut, operations for- 
merly being restricted to New Jersey 
and New York. 


Coastites’ Charity 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Former N. Y. residents and those 





| plain, sane business sense. 
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| 
| 
| 
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Philly Decides Game Co.s Profit 
Alone, So They're Ousting Gimmicks 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 
Games and giveaways are on the 
downzrade in Philly. And, despite} 
numerous protests and legal opinions. 
it's neither public sentiment nor the! 
kaw that’s yanking the Quaker City 
out of the land of gimmicks. It’s just | 


Exhibs have suddenly awakened to 
the fact that if a house on Market | 
street pulls ‘em in with bingo and | 
the compciish on Broad street tries 
the same, both theatres are spending 
money and neither has gained any 
advantage. Most sections of Philly | 
now are so deep in the games that’s 
just the situash. 

Latest and most important move | 
to date to clear the new form of 
numbers racket sut locally has been 
taken by South Philly exhibs. Six- | 
teen of them, representing 25 houses, | 
will pit up $1,000 forfeiture bonds. | 
Anyone installing gimmicks auto- 
matically loses his coin, by terms of 
an accord now in process of forma- 


tion. This includes Warner Bros. 
Similar pacts are being discussed 


in Northeast and West Philadeiphia. 


Exhibs in each case will deposit 
notes for the designated forfeiture 
sum with George P. Aarons, secre- 


tary and counsel for the United Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners. 

Gentlemen's agreement to keep | 
games out of South Philly has been | 
in effect for several weeks now, with | 
everyone reported highly pleased. | 
New angle is the strength given the 
accord by the bonds. 

Always fairly clear of games, ex- 
hibs in the territory got together | 
when they began to creep in. It was} 
figured if everyone used them the | 
only people who'd get any gravy | 
would be the game companies. An 
example of what impended if the re- 
juvenated lotto got a foothold was 
seen at the Southern and Dante. | 
Each house kept adding game nights | 
to get an advantage over the other 
until they both were dishing out coin | 
six nights a week. They’ve stopped 
under the new agreement and both 
are happy. 


| 








Mo. Appeal on Banke 


St. Louis, Dec. 21. 
of the Missouri state 
on Friday (17) that 
‘banknite’ methods used by opera- 
tors of six houses in the state are 
a lottery and a violation of the} 
statutes will be appealed to U. S.| 
Supreme Court according to George | 
McKean, Granite City, Ill, represen- 
tative in Eastern Missouri and 
Southern Illinois for the Distributors 
Enterprises, Inec., Denver, Colo., 
which owns banko, 

Thirty operators of pix houses in 
St. Louis County, adjoining this burg, 


| 
The decision | 


supreme court 


| 





will be affected by the ruling as | 
previously no attempt was made by | 
the authorities to stop the practise. | 
Fred Wehrenberg, owner chain of 
nabes and pres. of the MPTOA of | 
Eastern Missouri and Southern IIli- | 
nois, said virtually every house in! 
the county was using the banko or 
similar drawing as a b.o. stimulant. 


New Orleans, Dec. 21. 


Although local newspapers have | 
refused to advertise Bank Nights 
all other giveaways here, an- 
nouncements are blared openly on 


billboards, street signs, marquees and | 


and 








coupons given with the purchase of 
groceries or admission tickets. 


Cedar Rapids, Ia., Dec. 21. 
‘Bank nicht.’ as it is being carried 


on in many Iowa theatres, will be 
out the window when the 48th gen- 
jeral assembly of Iowa again meets, 
if county attorneys of the state have 
| their way 

Meeting this week in Des Moines 
in their 10th annual conference, the 


county defenders of the public weal 
went on record state 
legislative act to prohibit ‘bank 
night and all other trade schemes 
and so-called gift enterprises.’ They 
urged R. F. Mitchell, attorney gen- 
eral, to draft such a bill for the con- 
sideration of the legislaiure. 


as favoring a 


In a test case some time ago the 
supreme court of Iowa ruled that 
bank night was not illegal so long 
as theatres did not require those who 
desired to sign an attendance card 
without buying an admission ticket 
were permitted to do so 

Cleveland, Dec. 21. 

Bank nites and bingo are being 
washed up kere by police, who won 
several test ca but the sharp- 
| shooters are still trying to sell them 


under a new wrapping 

Small nitery tagged the Unity Club 
attempted to get around the bingo 
ban by staging ‘charity’ game ‘under 
auspices of a bird protective league.’ 
Members had to donate one bushel of 
grain or its equivalent in cash of 
$1 for the ‘care of worthy birds.’ 

Cops checked up on the house’s 
cut on bingo pots, decided promoters 
were the only birds getting fed, and 
promptly closed the jernt up. 


$3,642 STOLEN FROM 
2 DETROIT THEATRES 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 

Police are hunting two brothers, 
employes of United Detroit theatres, 
ia connection with the disappearance 
of $3,642 in receipts of the Michigan 
ard Madison theatres. 

The brothers, Charles and 
Yates, who cellected spots’ daily 
receipts and put them in bags ready 
for delivery to bank, disappeared last 
Saturday after placing the bags 
aboard an armored car. When Bob 
Corbin, manaver of Michigan, opened 
bags Monday he found ’em filled 
with stripped paper and a few coins. 


Allen 


Oklahoma City, Dec. 21. 
Paul Townsend, Liberty manager, 
was beaten over the head and robbed 
of $95 by a bandit who entered his 
office on the mezzanine floor at 8:30 


p.m. With apology, * I hate to do 
this, buddy, but I’ve got to make a 
living,’ the bandit forced Townsend 


to face the wall and hit him on the 
head with a gun. The bandit fled 
across the mezzanine and disap- 
peared down the fire escape. 


Patsy Ruth Scripting 
Holly ‘emi Dec. 21: 


Patsy Ruth Miller, a featured play. 
er for years, has joined the Metro 
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Nelson Eddy + Eleanor Powell in “Rosalie” featuring Frank Morgan + Edna May Oliver - Ray Bolger - Iona Massey 
Billy Gilbert « Reginald Owen + Screen Play Written and Produced by William Anthony McGuire 
Cole Porter Song Hits + Directed by W S. Van Dyke II 
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EXPLOITATION :-: By Epes W. Sargent 
Something New | hell Game 

One of the few really original | Leon J. Bamberger, of RKO-Radio, 
notes sounded in promotion 1s; winds up an aggressive year of di- 
‘Snoop,’ produced for Paramount by | rect mail campaigning with a vari- 
Bob Gillham’s department. It's all jant on the old capsule idea, but using 


selling stuff, but so attractively pre- 


tMmstead of the ‘gelatine a 











‘COURT CHIDES CHURCH 
FOR UPHOLDING BINGO 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 
Camden, N. J. 
tosses regular 


Here's One Chain Exhib Who's Not 
Cryin’ B. 0. Blues; lowa-Okla. OK 


{ 
| 
priest whose eee | 
| 


weekly 
| publicly defended 


bingo binges 


games this week | 


Dec. 21 
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only such office on the entire Pacific 
coast. It worked, so this year Frank 
Newman, president of Hamrick- | 
Evergreen, asked managers in other | 
towns in this state to do likewise. 
‘he theatre postoffice is open until 
11:30 evenings, which beats Uncle | 
Sam's time by five or six hours, and | 
so proves real convenience to citi- 
zenry. Patrons do not have to buy 
ticket to make mailing, but they 
usually do, or say they are reg pa- 
trons when they take advantage of 
this mailing service and are passed 
freely through the door. Those at 
postoffice say the public is honest, 
too, and when mailing parcels al- 
ways move out, unless they had | 
bought tickets. This idea is building | 
good will. 

Paramount theatre, for “True Con- 
fessions’ (Par) has tie-in with the 
magazine, displaying placards at 
newstands, and putting out 5,000 
miniature “True Confession’ mags 
with the story at Paramount appear- | 
ing therein. Returns oke judging | 
from nice opening. 


No Dearth of Ideas | 


Jean Dearth, the sign confector of | 
Warner's Memphis, went on one of | 
his mechanical sprees for the Christ- | 
mas lobby. He’s a shark on anima- 
tion and below the Christmas tree 
he had a number of moving displays, 
an electric train, a Santa Claus, a 
crossing watchman for the railroad 
and other ideas, mostly worked out 
with toys from the dime store in- | 
stead of the usual elaborate me- 
chanical trains. 

Kept people busy looking, and got 
a mention in the local paper that 
would have swelled his head were it | 
not that the pate is | 
Nothing like an animation to draw 





the crowd, and he had a dozen going | 
at once. | 
Timely ‘Hit | 

Salt Lake City. | 

Utah and Capitol, two of the | 


Inter- 
capi- 


largest houses operated by 
mountain Theatres, Inc., here, 
talized on two stunts. 

Charlie Pincus, Utah manager, set 
up a Yuletide decorated counter be- 
neath marquee, behind which a stalif 
of men attired in St. Nick costumes 
peddled ‘scrip’ books, coupon tickets 
okeh for admission at any of the 
theatres controlled by the chain in 
Salt Lake. 

Two burly-appearing men, dressed 
in striped suits and chained together, 
marched through downtown streets 
to plug ‘Aleatraz,’ which opened Fri- 
day (17). A sign, attached on backs | 
of the phoney convicts, read: ‘I es- 
caped from jail to see ‘Alcatraz,’ now 
showing at the Capitol.’ Theatre also | 
netted unusual interest with the hon- 
est-to-goodness escape by two no- 





torious bandits from the ‘rock’ | 
Thursday (16), - 
Combination Giveaway | 
Rochester. =| 
Comerford’s packed all five houses 
with giveaway of three autos on 
successive Wednesda: 1y nights, 
Three-way tieup with Whitin 5. 
tes Co., Noah's Ark stores and 


theatres giving out tickets with pro- 
VisO winner has to be in one of the 
five theatres to collect. Houses con- 
nected by public address system and 


drawing conducted on stage of RKO | 
> 4 fasonre 

Palace, Morden Buck of WHEC 
‘tes . 

a $5 aS m.c. tO announce winning 
cket 


|film. R. A. M. 


}consul in 


leall Betty 


| SOlidated house, 


war vets and other English groups to 


opening of ‘Victoria’ at the Boyd 
here, 
Tie-up was also made with wom- 


en's clubs and schools to plug the 
Hillyer, British vice- 
Philly, talked on WIP on 
his impression of the 
pic 


Call Betty 


Oklahoma City. 

Midwest here put two well-dressed 
girls on business streets passing out 
ards saying, ‘If it’s love you're after 
53-5124.’ Stationed four 
girls at desk in lobby of house. 

On first day 1,800 calls were re- 
ceived. on second day 1,300, and 
third day 1,700. 





Theatre Changes 





Denver. 

Dave Davis, Atlas theatre general 
manager, has made following 
changes: Frank Barnes, city man- 
ager at Lamar. Colo., moved to same 
job at Salida, Colo., succeeding Harry 
Moore, who bought interest in Salida 
Daily Mail. Barnes succeeded at 
Lamar by Raymond Lounsbury, his 
asst. Dick Jancke, newcomer, made 
manager of Gem, Golden, Colo., suc- 
ceeding Berlin Tanner. moved _ to 
Monte Vista, Colo., as asst. at 
Granada. 


Oklahoma City. 


made manager of the 
Fairfax; was formerly at | 


Fred Brewer 
F ao ix at 
Blackwell. 

Pat Duffy. owner 

alto in Mangum, has leased the Wig- 
wam at Altus. His son, Leo, will 
manage 

Floy« rd Gibble of Wichita now man- 
aging New theatre at Pond Creek. 

Ritz in Shickasha, formerly Con- 
now being managed 
by Southwestern Theatres, Inc., with 
C. B. Hudson in charge 


Boston. 
Loew’s, Inc., takes over operation 
of the Hub theatre here Dec. 24, with 
ee F. Tuohy as manager. 
M & P Theatres opens a new house 
soon in West Newton. 
Denver. 


Edward J. Peskay expected in 


Denver soon. to name successor to 
Irving Jacobs to manage the local | 
GN exchange. Jacobs resigned, and | 
| he idl his bride have left for New 


‘ork to continue their honeymoon. 


Oklahoma City. 
Fire which caused a $30,000 loss in 

_ a iness district Chelsea com- 

jestroyed the 


Lyric theatre 
~ > 
Seattle. 
Rov Cooper, resigning Jan. 1 as 
seneral manager of Sterling Chain. | 
|leaves at that time for San Fran- 


| cisco, to become division manager in 


S. F. for the Golden Gate Theatres. 
San Antonio. 

The Jack Pickens Theatres, Inc.. 

operating the Ma in San Marcos 


wid thenat: es in o th er South Texas 
towns, just pun se ed the Rialto and 
Rex New Bi ifels from Hall 
Cireuit. 


British-made | 


Temple and Ri- | 


churches and contributin 
tion plates, 


to collee- | the other hand, the farm 


better off 


population | ' 
financially then a year | Oklahoma B. O. Not Bad 





So, at any rate, alleges Rev. B.|ago, for the most part. In recent| , Oklahoma City, Dec. 21. 
Moore of the Negro Ministerial Al- | months there has been a big gain| While general biz seems to be 
liance here, who has asked city com-|in farm income and this should} W@Yer'ns here and there locally 
missioners to force two local Negro | help the show business after the turn | and over the state, with only re- 
theatres to discontinue the Jackpot | of the year, | tailing ringing the cash bells loud 
they are now operating because it| ‘Of course, it’s harder to get busi- and long, the local and state exhibs 
was keeping young folk ym. church ness because even the farmer andj ®™& watching b. 0. returns with a 
and ‘taking money from poor peo-|small-town business people with SUEECIIOR GOK, BOS, BOG BEUCOS See 


a dull month but first half receipts 
have been encouraging and it seems 
Mr. and Mrs. John Q. are taking in 


ple’s pockets.’ money are less inclined to spend it. 
But we are putting forth tremendou 


effort in connection with 


a managers’ 


B ist’ 2 l J irive and the results so far have| the shows along with their Xmas 
arrist S -In- aunt been excellent. shopping. : , 
a ‘All in all, this territory should| | There have been no whooping big 





grosses since Thankisgiving but re- 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. i suffer nearly so much as the been. better at 


larger industrial districts of the east,| C®!PtS have 


prac- 





Dave Barri st, w.k. exhib here, will | central states and south.’ itically all houses than expected; 
Aaeccnpcl porte a ore oii: | ager of the Publix circuit and man- | —- — Scorn dPomltind ta 
; ‘ . = ““-j ager of the old F. & R. chain before 


The- 


chairman ofl 


| Exee of United Motion Picture 


tarting his 
| atre Owners, he was 


circuit, 
circuit has inaugurated a 


own 


Par’s Operetta 


Field’s 


oo oe which actually ran plan to popularize film players be- | Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
oe fore they become stars, and it has} Paramount has taken Harry 
Understood he’ll seek a preacher 


helped the box office immeasurably, | Smith's ‘Sweetheart Time.’ 
Field says. ‘We make our own box! Arthur Hornblow will handle pro- 
office stars in addition to the lumin- duction. 


before sailing and make the vacash a 
honeymoon, too. 








U Branch Mgrs. |) i; ; ———___—— 


New York Theatres 


publicity under three administra-] 4 solenanaena 
sions and editor of long famed 














(Continued from page 2) 





ODEO) RET TPREEOPIMERER OS, 














‘ | 
house organ, Universal Weekly, quit | 
after Cochrane. He was one of the | 





founders of AMPA, 
| three times. He was brought to 
U by Joe Brandt, at that time gen- 
}eral manager of the company. 
Gulick broadcast one of first motion | 
picture programs over the radio, via 
WOR, a number of years ago, He| 
|also has appeared on other broad- | 
casts over N. Y. stations in behalf 
of Universal. Cochrane is going into 
the advertising agency biz. 

James Colligan, aide to Charlies 
Beahan, Universal's story and 


and president 














chief in east, also has quit, TIMES 
Devorah Singerman, reader, ot @ WAY PARAMOUN SQUARE 
Joe Weil also stepped down ‘2 Gist $F, —— HELD OVER 


10 years with Universal as exp! Sinaia 
tion head, . “True IN PERSON 
Confession” | Russ Morgan 


Garcia and His Band 
Pred oe, 


Joha Eddie Garr | 


He was executive Last Times—EDW. G- ROBINSON 

sistant to Carl Laemmle “THE LAST GANGSTER 
eta and abroad a 1 for two y ' Start'g ah aah et ly aa 

pages Nasal ‘ ant ‘NAV and G 

‘fas director dv-publicity for An M-G-M picture with Robt. Young, 
= ca ye on — James Stewart, Florence Rice, Tom 
Universal theatres. Harrys eee Gee tinal Ganeaen 
iton, another U vet, took ov 


| duties temporarils 








Lombard 
MacMurray 








Barrymore 




















$$$» 


“Y oy’ rea 
Sweetheari” 


—_—Oo— 
ALL <a e¢ TO ON THE STAGE 
1PM. NICK LUCAS 


th Av. & 50th St. 

Chicago, Dec. 21 
John Joseph, midwest dit I 
| publicity for RKO theatre for the 
past few years, and newly named |} 
publicity chief of Universal 
| joining RKO had been with Balaban | 
& Katz press department for several | 
years, 


TODAY 
BROADWAY 6 45rh STREET ONLY 
Garbo - Boyer in “CONQUEST” 
N able Sisste Orchestra 


CARY GRANT 
“THE AWFUL TRUTH” 
| RUDY VALLEE & Orchestra in Person 


IRENE DU NNE 











| re 











Lew Blaine, nephev rf 
Blumberg, takes over the Joseph “| PAY PRANGION RAD 
preening nga Berghe KAY FRANCIS cr” MUSIC HALL 


west. RKO theatres in the m ” 
have been dropping rapidly rec * Fir ft | d 
with RKO turning over the th | irs a ry 
to independent operation. Blais be T R A * D- ? 5c * 
been in the film booking coke’ 
‘| 


- B as * & omen teipm 
for RKO here. SER ERE 


HELD OVEK 


GRACE MOORE 


in “I'LL TAKE 
ROMANCE” 
Spectacular Stage Productions 
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YOUNG PUSHKIN 


(Continued from page 17) 





military 
boys, V. 


takes 
where 


place in a 
one of the 


action 
school 


Litovsky, becomes a minor problem | 


because of infractions of the rules, a 
predilection for disrespecting Czarist 
domination and a temperament that 
is hard to control. 

He has a flair for writing poetry. 
which audiences will be sorry about 
since reams of this is recited or im- 
posed in English titles. It is 
posed to convey, in part, the thought 


sud- 


of the film that youth early in the|* 
19th century was thinking of free-| 


dom or something. The director, 
Arcady Naroditsky, has sought to do 
the story in a poetical manner, which 
also doesn’t help. Result is nothing 
but a very talky, slow picture, run- 


ning time of which, 81 minuies, is | 


twice too long. ; 
Litovsky, who shows promises, 
plays the student who develons into 
a poet in the ‘A’ brackets. He also 
figures in a sappy love interest with 
a cow-eyed heroine on the other 
end, V. Ivasheva. She’s the serf that 
the son of aristocracy goes for, re- 
gardless. They separate in the end, 
however, making it a wonder they 
ever met in the first place. Char. 





Luck of Roaring Camp 


Monogram production and release. Fea- 
tures Owen Davis, Jr., Joan Woodbury, 
Charles Brokaw. Directed by I. V. Willat. 


screenplay and 
comera, Peul 


Harte; 
Gates; 


Original by Bret 
dialog by Harvey 


Ivano. At Gaiety, N. Y., dual, Dec. 15-16, 
Running time, €1 mins, 

DAVY sc ccccccccccevccses «og: Owen Davis, Jr. 
Elsie..... Soe ce cscecceress ».. Joan Woodbury 
od Serewererrs rere ..-Charles Brokaw 
Judge Brandt....ccccccccceces Ferris ‘layloi 
Tuba Bila. ic cccccccceve ere hy Bob Kortmen 
PE. 6 6.66600450054 0000858 Cherles King, Jr. 
ee ice eiresied Byron Foulger 
TuUttie. ccccccccvvcsccosece Robert McKenzie 





This saga of the California gold 
rush of the late 40’s and early 50's is 
drab entertainment. It is a slow, un- 
inspiring reproduction of the Bret 
Harte original. His name has always 
been associated with red-blooded ac- 
tion stories, but it is difficult to find 
any action in this. Theme, instead, 
deals more with the sympathetic 
story of an infant orphaned at birth, 
presumably for femme appeal. Owen 
Davis, Jr., is okay in the part of 
Davey, but remainder of cast is 
ordinary. Charles Brokaw from New 
York legit handles the part of Oak- 
hurst, a gambler, and Joan Wood- 
bury makes her debut as Elsie, an 
itinerant mining camp singer.. 

Dialog and action at times an- 
proach early nickelodeon melodrama, 
drawing titters from audience when 
caught. Camera work okay, as is 
sound. 


IL DOTTOR ANTONIO 


(‘Dr. Antonio’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 
Rome, Dec. 12. 
Mander Film production and_ release. 
Stars Meria Gambarelli. Directed by En- 
rico Guazzoni. Adapted by Gherardo Gher- 
ardi from Giovanni Ruffini’s novel of the 
same name; staged by Enrico Guazzoni, 
Gherardo Gherardi and Gino Talamo; cam- 
era, Massimo Terzano and Anchise Privzi. 
Dr. Antonio........+++.e....-mnnio Cerlesi 





TMCY. ccccccccteces eoeseees Maria Gambarelli 
Prospero...... Sevcececesosestses mame Dore 
Speranza...... TUTTTT o0eseeese Tina Zuechi 


eeeees Lamberto Picasso 
«eee Margherita Bagni 
Ermelli 
...- Vincenzo Sofia 


Sir Davenne....... 
Wiisabeth .:..cccccccs 
yi Pee cotececsscecess Cua 
, 3 Ree 


ee 





(In Italian) 

This is the much-heralded film 
starring the American actress, Maria 
Gambarelli; the film with which the 
Italians hoped to invade the Ameri- 
can market. Actually the rights to 
release the film in America have 
been sold to Metro. Pic is not to 
be dubbed in English, but will be 
shown only at the limited number of 
theatres that show foreign language 
films in the U. S. 

It is not a likely hit for the U. S., 
even if dubbed in English, for it is 
not an entertaining film. And it pre- 
supposes too much knowledge of 
Italian history at the time of the 
1848 uprisin?s, as well as too much 
knowledge of the novel, ‘Dottor An- 
tonio.” Apparently the novel is of 
the popular romanic variety that a!] 
Italian school girls and school bovs 
read. To them the characters of the 
story may seem familiar: but to an 
uninitiated American audience a 
number of the minor characiers 
would seem pretty sketchily drawn. 

Story is about an English girl, 
Lucy, who has her leg broken in an 
accident. falls in love with the young 
Italian doctor who cures her. Doc- 
tor belon“’s to a secret band of Sicil- 
jan patriots who want to free south- 
ern Italy from Austrian domination. 
He does a good deal of struggling 
with the temntation to devote him- 
self exclusively to Lucy, but finally 
gives himself to the cause of the pa- 
triots. Lucy, however, is not to be 
deunted by neovle’s devoting them- 
selves to causes; she hengs on to Dr. 
Antonio. In the end she bullies her 
father. Sir Neavenne. into anchoring 
his yacht off the fortress in which 
the doctor and the other Sicilian 
patriots are imprisoned, bribes doz- 
ens of Austrian suards, and eng!i- 
neers her heloved’s escape. 

Miss Gomborelli is pretty as Lucy, 


remains too sweet and clinging 
throughout, That may be partly the 
idirector’s fault and_ partly 
iseript’s. Latter is much too talky. 
|Ennio Cerlesi, as Dr. Antonio, lacks 
| warmth: he never seems to become 
la real person. 
characters overact. Scenes of the 
street fights between the patriots and 
the soldiers are well directed. And 
the shots of the countryside around 
the bay of Naples are enchanting. 
Otherwise the photography is often 
ll-defined, and at times just fuzzy. 
Most Italian critics tried to find 
something nice to say about the pic 
~such as that Guazzoni handled 
mass scenes well, etc. But the bou- 
levard sheet ‘Tevere’ came out flatly 


| by and engineers prison breaks she 
| ] 
{ 





wiih: ‘Technically, the picture was 
bed: the recitation was worse, the 
settings were too much like oil 
paintings, the actors were ill-chosen.’ 
Heln. 
(SERIAL) 
Columbia production and release. Stars 
Capt. Frank Hawks, ‘Directed by Spencer 


Gordon Bennett. Screen play, George Rose- 
rer wnd Geoige M. Merrick: cameramen, 
Fdward Linden and Herman Schonp; asso- 


ate producer, Louis Weiss. Reviewed in 

ojection room, N, Y¥., Dec. 16, '37. 
fim DPeorn.. Sec eerecusece Frank Hawks 
wOGT MeNBIN, .«s50060c00 Dorothy Sebastian 
RPS. cstenaetesescedadaguakes Rex Lease 
RTRs Si ok Veccteseceeess Guy Bates Post 
to ph, LEPEEEEE LOE PET Teer Kenneth Harlan 
ee CRETE ET Tere eee «+. Yakima Canutt 
Torosiafl. ...%< ineeiasees Frank Lackteen 
Cs caeskb event heneaeuaeeuee Robert Terry 
iy.) POORREL LTR UTE TT et ee George Rosener 
BEATEMR. «so 00 .-Clara Kimball Young 
PEG TOO 4s chet stasttvecees Harry Harvey 
A PEL CCPTrPereriiry Tom London 
Pree rrrarrt tree tre Ted Adams 
| ye PRET COPE PROT ee Te Earl Douglas 
Rover... ie cbaasheaeeem Robert Walker 
Pe rere ere ere Roger Williame 
WAVE DRCIURIRS 6o6osk0000es Esther Ralston 





Columbia had an idea here, but 
the result indicates the studio didn’t 


know it. Any film so rife with ex- 
ploitable possibilities should have 
had more production effort and 


money expended to make it accept- 
able adult product, which Holly- 
wood is currently ballyhooing. In- 
stead, it is hardly worthy of kid con- 
centration, as an expectant juve 
audience demonstrated. From a pro- 
duction standpoint, the serial has 
little to offer anybody if the first 
two reels are an example of the ILE 
chapters. But it does stand a chance 
because of the Hawks name and the 
exploitation angles in novel flying 
lessons which accompany’ each 
chapter. 

New in the serial field, Columbia 
adds nothing to the pack with its 
second try. All of the corniest sit- 
uations, dialog, phoney studio shots 
and kindred offenses go to make up 
this less than run-of-the-mill slicer. 
Money will no doubt come in and 
the Jnior Birdmen tieup will ac- 





count for plenty of it. Group has a 
hefty membership throughout coun- 
try. Airplane manipulation in three- 
minute lessons will also aid in snag- 
ging the kid trade. Interested adults 
will see the first installment (thanks 
to Hawks) and ignore the rest. 

For a supposed actioneer, ‘Pilot’ is 
found shy on thrills. Initial chapter 
ends with no climax for inducement. 
Dull air shots, a fight sequence and 
threats of more are all the punch 
to be found in the first stanza. 
Story is a trifie new. Has the Ca- 
nadian mounties in planes patrolling 
the more distant reaches. Adven- 
ture comes to the tall trees with a 
train murder, a fleeing girl, the be- 
wildered constabulary and a carload 
of menaces. Hawks plays a flying 
photographic expert. 

_Resurrection of a mob of old- 
timers doesn’t help, either. Almost 
entire cast has been knocking around 
for vears. Several have been ab- 
sent from the scene entirely too long 
to mean anything to the juves of to- 


day. Acting is better than the pic- 
ture. Hawks is about the best in 
the crew. Hurl. 





TEXAS TRAIL 


Poramount release of Harry Shermon pro- 
duction, Features William Boyd. Directed 
by Dave Selimin. From original story by 
Clarence E, Mulford; screenplay by Jack 
O'Donnell; added dialog, Harrison Jacobs; 
eamera, Russell Harlan. At Strand, Browk- 
lyn, week Dee, 16, "37, on double bill. Run- 
ring time, 58 mins, 


Honalong Cagsidy....ees.ee... Willlam Boyd 


Windy Halliday...... eooess.-George Hayes 
lucky Jenkins...... eoceees- Russell Hayden 
Barbara Allen...... Coecccevere Judith Allen 
Black Jack Carson...ce.. » Alexander Cross 
of a eet ee ree «-+e»Robert Kortman 
ing kc PERRET ERT Tee ere Billy Kine 
al PRR Pere er eer T ere »»-Rafael Bennett 
Major McCready...... 56640808 Karl Hackett 
ok ee er er ree eee. Jack Rockwell 
FOrGAN. .cccese eeeeeesPhilo MecCullough 
NN s 6.5 8b beeaenewee 6eeeesened John Beach 
FOUR. 6466660604600 40060-4 «+. John Judd 
RUNES «6 sete nceanevexeed eoeees- Ken Corbett 
Courier cocccccescccoocses(C hyde Kinney 
SMOURT sc scctdtieuarviacecsvate leo MacMahon 





Appears that this Hopalong Cas- 
sidy has finally hit its stride. Present 
effort is a workmanlike chore. For 
one thing, the film has a youngish 
supporting male to Bill Boyd, who 
looks and acts like a westerner. It 
has a persoriable heroine who is at 
home in the outdoor settings. And 
Jack O'Donnell, screen adapter, gets 
into the spirit of cactus episodes, 
vith Director Dave Sellman lending 
a helping hand. 





Though not a single cowboy sings. 


but she is not svited to the role: for | ‘Texas Trail’ generally moves along 


a person who orders yachts to stand 


ieee de 


“_ 


ea 


| with enough speed to satisfy most 


Most of the minor | 


| cavalry 
| 
| 


wild-eyed hoss opera fans. Film will 
go wetter in old spots where it won 
pookings. 

Moving theme is that the U. S. 
Army needs horses for the Spanish- 
American war, with yarn fitting that 
period in history. It’s needless to say 
| that Hopalong Cassidy, who had been 








the | srooming some Texas cowboy pals 


j into a troop of rough riders, gets the 
|assignment. There’s the usual cut- 
‘throat band of outlaws, the boy and 
girl leads, and final dash of army 
to see that Hoppy fulfills 
his duty. 

Hopalong role is in usual capable 
hands of William Boyd, who seem- 
ingly senses that he has valiant cast 
support. He’s more realistic than in 
recent vehicles of series. Such sup- 


| port includes Russell Hayden as the 


young romantic figure who fits into 
his cowboy role. Judith Allen is the 
capable actress in ranch garb, not 
weighted down with too much femi- 
nine sweetness. George Haves again 


|is the old-timer, this time as the vet 


| the 


who's trying to become a bugler for 


troops. His lighter moments are 


| neatly fitted into proceedings. Others 


include Billy King. as the kid hero- 
worshiper: Alexander Cross, as the 
heavy, and Robert Kortman. 

Picture slows down at some junc- 
tures, but pictorial outdoor beauty 
has been cleanly captured by Russell 
Herlen’s camera. Dialog is much 
crisper than usually uncorted in 


these epics. Wear. 
Boss of Lone Valley 
Universal release of a Buck Jones pro- 
duction. Stars Buck Jones, Directed by 
Ray Veylor. Screen play, Frances Ginhan; 
origiitc!] novel, Forrest Brown; camera, 


Allan Thompson end John Hickson, At Cen- 
tral, N. ¥., Dec. 17, °87. tunning time, 60 


mins, 

Steve HANGIN <6 2. ccsvccccccccses Buck Jones 
og a es eee Pee Muriel Evans 
BUM TAINON 6 cccccessscccedéivees Harvey Clark 
Jake Wagner TET Perr Walter Miller 
POOP Baris ccc cccvccccvescsocses Lee Phelps 
SHIM. «0. Odntecetndetndeeuwes Ted Adams 
it, PEREEPEET SEPTTRTIEPIT TITER Eee Silver 

. 


Lacking in cohesion, poorly direct- 
ed and acted, this latest of the Buck 
Jones horse oprys is sub-standard 
Youngsters, at show caught, cheered 
lustily when their gun-totin’, two- 
fisted Jones hero strode on the scene, 
but thereafter there was little to 
cheer about. 

Story deals with the chase for a 
forger and his cohorts, who make a 
habit of fraudulently obtaining the 
property of deceased persons. When 
Walter Miller and Lee Phelps work 
their shenanigans with Muriel Evans, 
Jones’ girl friend, she and her broth- 
er are forced from their ranch. 

However, Buck contrives by a 
questionable cinematic cunning to 
nab the culprits and their henchmen. 
Thereafter, everything ends okay; 
Buck wins the gal, the pseudo Har- 
vey Clark gets his prisoner and Sil- 
ver gets himself a coupla bins of 
oats. 


PETER THE FIRST 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 

Akimo relezsse of lLenfilm production. 
Features Nikolai Simonov. Directed by 
Viadimir Petrov. Story by Alexei Tolstoy 
and Viadimir Petrov from novel by Tol- 
stoy; music by M, Cherbetchev. Reviewed 
in Projection Room, N. Y., Dec. 20, ‘37. 
Ruprnring time, 26 mins, 





pit a PPPrrrerrerrer rt Nikolai Simonov 
Alexei..... PPrevererire s Nikolat Cherkassov 
CULT v6 6 0 600605504646805 60 Alla Tarasova 
POEMNOY 2c ccvsscescececs eoeeeeM, Zharov 
MMOPOINOLIOV, 6 <ccccceTiee eooeN. Tarkhanov 
PMMOONDY . cv cscccccacces eeee- K. Gibchman 
a Sree Pree eTee rs seeeeV. Bobrovolski 
DOMIGOV .ccodecccccisaces eoceeN. Rochefort 
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(In Russian, with English Titles) 

Russian producers have come a 
long ways from usual dramatic fea- 
tures to this present moving, action- 
ful screen epic of Peter the First, 
idol of Russian people. Several sin- 
cere portrayals, finely defined direc- 
tion of a virile story and bold pho- 
tographic strokes made up the sur- 
prisinely strong result. English titles 
probably will help the feature make 
a bid for arty theatre showing, and 
it’s a cinch in Russian-languagers. 

‘Peter the First’ in its present foot- 
age is a bit overboard in lenvth. It 
also doubtlessly will feel the censor 
shears as_ presently’ constituted. 
There are several bold touches in 
the affairs of Peter and some of his 


henchmen that are bound to be 
slashed. 
Production is of spectacular sort 


depicting the rise of the ambitious 
Peter, who never let up trying to 
advance his people even after he 
conouered his bitter foes. Some of 
the battle scenes possibly are sketch- 
ily drawn, but the vhotographic 
trickery helps cover these voids. 
Aside from the clear-cut charac- 
terizations by Nikolai Simonov, Nik- 
oJai Cherkassov, Alla Tarasova and 
M. Zharov, the picture boasts uni- 
formly excellent supporting players 
even down to the small bit artist. 
Tarasova as Catherine, would be 
rated too hefty in physical propor- 
tions for average-romantic U. S. film 
lead. but her thesnian ability over- 
shadows this possible lack of charm. 
Picture moves at a tempo far 
swifter than recent efforts from the 
Russian producers. It contains sev- 
eral smert twists, bogging down only 
when the more ‘romantic’ scenes 
grow too vivid. Production chief 
makes intelligent uce of backeround 
music to indicate moods of film. 





Wear, 


THE SHADOW 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures Charles Quigley, Rita Hayworth, Mare 
Lawrence, Directed by C. C., Coleman, Jr, 
Screenplay, Arthur TT. Horman; original 
story, Milton Ralson; camera, Lucien Bal- 
lard; editor, Byron Robinson, At Varsity, 
Lincoln, dual. Running time, 58 mins, 


Mary Gillespie.....c.cccccres Rita Hayworth 
Jim Quinn...... oseccies ----( harles Quigley 
Kid CroW..ccccccesccceccscemare Lawrence 
Sherif€ JackSun...cccscccccccceed Arthur Lo:t 
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Bein d0'o0+666600600600 0000858505 Bill Irving 
WOGET 6 ce ccccescedesescsae Eddie Fetherston 
SS SCPE SS PETRUCCI Sally St. Clair 
PROGR se cc ccccccocecsce peecnese sae Sa Clr 


Sawdust guesswho which will ap- 
pease the thrill taste. Detinitely con- 
structed for those theatre men anx- 
ious to have a second feature and not 
have it too long or draggy. Will fill 
out any program commendably, and 
especially the family trade spots. 
Highly probable it'll cut a bigger b.o. 
slice when getting to the nabes than 
when downtown. 

Houses of action bent are more or 
less familiar with both Charles Quig- 
ley and Rita Hayworth, both having 
been in a half-dozen or more flicks 
in the past six months, though not 
always together. Surrounding them 
with a circus backdrop enhanced the 
film’s exploitation and interest possi- 
bilities. ‘ 

Story finds a circus operated by the 
daughter of an old big-top vet, just 
died. Develops that the old man left 
a pile of debt, about 60Gs being bor- 
rowed from a riding act (which is a 
pile of money for any resin and 
horsehide gent to be able to loan). 
Equestrienne is in bad fav, a mean 
guy. and begs for a knife in his back, 
or the equivalent: When he gets it, 
everyone is supected, 

Rita Hayworth, the manager of the 
show, and Quigley, her press agent, 
both turn in good performances, the 
Hayworth girl turning in better work 
all the time. Even geis away with a 
show of high emotion occasionally, 
which is something for these femmes 
assigned to leads in films which con- 
sume less than a month from brain 
to can. 

Donald Kirke is the unfriendly 
backflipper who uses a hoss’ rump 
for his stage. The audience suspects 
Dwight Frve, his twistbacked horse 
handler; Mare Lawrence, a_ hot- 
headed circus hand; and Dick Curtis, 
who throws knives in the sideshow. 
Story takes out a laugh on house 
Sherlocks. however, when it turns 
out the Siamese twins are phoney— 
together not by nature but by hook 
and eye. 

Youngsters will find this film in 
their stride, and the oldsters won't 





mind. Will fit nicely in almost any 
program. Barn. 
Incorporations 
NEW YORK 
Albany. 


Les Amis de la Langue Francaise, Inc., 
Manhatten: motion pictures, ete.: canital 
stock, 820.900: $5 par value. Directors: 
Henry G. Renaud, 49 Wall street, Edward 
J. Grenier. 489 Fifth avenne, New York; 
Pierre J. Collinet, 30-74 48th street, Long 
Island City. 

Imported Pictures Corp., Menheattan: 
motion picture business: capital stock, 
°00 shares; no pa velne. irectors: 
Samvel Rosentool, 113-117 Wardour 
street, T.ondong Ene.: Cassrell Greenberg, 


25 MeClellan street. Bronx: M. Harris, 
146 E. 85th street. New York. (Fitelson 
& Meyers, 608 Fifth avenue, filing at- 


tornevs.) 

Robert Rockmore, IYInc., 
theatrical business: capital 
shores; no nar velue. Directors: Ann 
Teitman, Alice M. Hoekel, Furene V. 
Weissman, 19 E. 40th street, New York. 
(Barron, Rice & Rockmore, same ad- 
dress, filine attorneys.) 

Levar United Theatre Corp., Kines: 
theatrical business; capital stock, 114 
shares: 60 common, no per value. pnd 50 


New York: 
stock, 200 


preferred, $100 par velue. Directors: 
Stephen J. Toth, 4°82 Furmen pvenve, 
Bronx: David Ts, Stein, 494 Fourth eve- 
rue; Sally Lang, 255 W. 23rd street, 
New York. 

Leeda Musile Corp... Monhattan: mv- 
steal instruments: canital stock. 100 
sheres; no ner valve. Directors: Fannre 
Smith, Merertin ieodman, Fdward M, 


Ledden, 565 Fifth avenve, New York. 
New America Filme, Ine., New York: 
nietyre films, sound records, ete.; e*nital 
stock, 509 sheres: no par value. ° Direc- 
tors: Alfred Monn, Tsaane Roegen. 
Mrriel Ocofa. 179 Broadway, New York. 
Langroth Amusement Enterprises, Inc.. 
Oueens: motion nicture business; ennital 
stock, $°0.000; $100 ner volue.§ Diree- 
tors: T.eonald Rothschild, 487 Ft. Weeh- 
ineton pvenue: Otto Lens, 550 W. 186th 
etreet, New York: T.. Rohert Hitzlg, 74- 
05 Broadway. Jackson Heights, 
Richard Goldstaub, Ine., Yonbers: mo- 
tien pieture business; e*nital storl, 100 
ehares; no par value. Directors: Samvel 
Plack, Richard W. Motthews, Sid Ladder, 
20 Pine street, New York. 
Aullo Devices, Ine., Manhattan: audio 
and sound devices: capital stock, $10.9000; 


£100 par valve, Directors: Havrrd F 
Reeves, HH Prordwavyv: Frnest Ww, 
Franck, 283 Centrel Park West: Won. 
Speed, Hotel President. New York, 


Ultra Precision Instromenta Co., Tne.. 
Monhattan: wireless Instruments of pli 
kinds; canital stock, $290.000: $100 por 
value. Directors: Sidnev Keats, 270 
Rerordwayv. New York: Edith Friedman, 
1195 Jerome avenue: Svivia Leblang, 
1275 Rosenhel averne, Bronx, 


Magic Ear Radio Corp., Manhettan: 


renerol radio business; eapital stock, 
220.900: $190 nar valve, Directors: Rav 
Stotsky, Warold H. Fetn. 113 W. 42nd 
Street; Ervin Hf. Thompson, 2350 Fifth 


avenve, New Vork, 

Communteations Research, Ine., 
hattan; radio annarstus of all kinds: 
eanital stock, $500.000: 31 war value. 
Directors: Irving BR. Kendall. Teon J, 
Cohen. Touis Kaye, 120 W. 42nd street 
New York. 

Syndicate Amusements, Ine., Manhot- 
tra: capital stack, 100 


Man- 


shares: ro per 


valve, Directors: Helen "ipl Nugent 
2380 Grend avenne, Bronx: VWelen D. 
Cavey 25 Reshwiek papveane: Cheriatte 





Svigals, 135 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, 


(Goldwater & Flynn, 60 E, 42nd street, 
filing attorneys.) 
Fanchito and His La Conga Orchestra, 


Ine., New York; theatrical business; 
eapital stock, 100 shares: no par valve, 
Directors: Robert J. Feldman, Sylvia 


W. Merkin, Jessie S, 
Broadway, New York. 


Goldbach, 165 


Theatre Kestaurants, Ine., New York: 
restaurant business; canital stock, 209 
shares; no par value. Directors: tobert 


J. Burton, 370 Central Park West; M, 
Farrell, 251 W. 95th street, New York; 
B. Amerling, 312 Schenectady avenue, 


Brooklyn, 
Liat Productions, Ine., Manhattan: the- 
atrical business; capital stock, $6,000; 
$1 par value. Directors: Touis T.. 
rell, 200 Clinton street; Gertrude 
nick, 286 E. 63rd street; Jack 
127 Penn street, Brooklyn. 
Jaht Theatres Corp., Manhettan: 


Gar- 
Chope- 
Garrell, 


the. 


atrical business; capital stock, $20,000 
$100 par value. Directors: Jesse Lore. 
Michael Goldreyer, Sam Spachner, 139 
W. 44th street, New York. 


American Actors Company, Ine., \' 


an«- 


hattan: theatrical business; capital stork, 
200 shares: no par value, Directors 
Mary H. Sullivan, 337 E. 20th’) street 
Lucy Land, 265 W. 94th street: Virein 2 
Palmer, 231 W. 70th street, New York. 

A Nest of Scorpions, Ine.. New York: 
heatrieal business: canital stock, $25.000- 
$50 par value. Directors: Theodore T 
Jones, Starr West. 157 W. 43d street 
Isshe! Rose, Pawling. : 


United Recoating Co., Ine., Monhettan: 


washing and decoating motion picture 
film; capital stock, 100 sheres:. ro par 
value, Directors: Ray Handelsman, 
Renismin Spector, Semvel J. Ohringe r, 
299 Broadway. New York. 


Skoures Settlement Corp., 
disbursing ngent for corporations, et« 
eavitol stoek, 100 shares: no nar valne, 
Yirectors: G. P, Stourasc, A. Nadelmon 
RB. Goldenberg, 1501 Broadway, 
Yorks, 

W. 7°nd Street Theatre, Ine.. Manhet- 


New York; 


New 


ten: theatrical business; capitol stock, 
1.200 shares; no par value. Directors 
Ton Stoan, 420 Lexington avenue, New 
York: Lillipn Vienano, 1692 Grond Cone 
course, Bronx; Estelle E, Strayton, 4609 
E. “Ist street, Brooklyn. 

FE. Galizi Bros., Ine., Manhattan: mu- 
sfeel instrument: capital stock, $5.660; 
£°5 nar valve. Directors: Gino Cunide, 
Maria Cunido, Aurelio Cupido, 310 KE, 
116th street, New York, 

Dissolutions 


Oakta Theatre Company, Ine., War- 
saw, N.Y 


Changes of Capital 


Accordicns, Inc., New York, from 
$15,000, $100 par value, to 1.400 shares, 
400 at $100 par value, and 1,000 at no 


par value, 

Sam H. Grisman, Hudson theatre bnuild- 
ing, New York: has filed artictes of ine 
corporation of Jaht Theatres Corporation, 
Menhattan; canital stock, $20,000; par 
valve, $190 Directors: Jesse Long and 
Michael Col@reyer, holding two shares of 
stock, and Samvel Snechner, one share, 
acdress of all being 129 W. 44th street, 

News Pictures, Inc., Monhatton; canital 
stock, 10 shares: no par value. Direec- 
tors: Attorney Murray E. Lowenbraun, 
Elsie J. Gotkin and Helen J. Zupara 
1123 W. 42nd street. New York City. 

New York Sex Institute, Inec.: to en-« 
gare in the nublishing and printing busi- 
ness; canital stock, 100 shares: no par 
valve Directors: Mariano Pollina end 
Morton M. Friedman, 1265 Broadway, and 
Paul Frimko (attorney in incorporation 
proceedines), 1561 Broadway. 

Photo-History, Inc., Manhattan: to cone 
duct a publishing and printing business; 
canitel stock, $10.000: par value, $1600, 
Directors: Richard S. Childs, Sidney 
Polinstel and Frederick TT. Fisher, New 
Vork. Subscribers: <A. Goodwin Cooke, 
Jameg O'Malley, Jr., and John C. Pirie, 
31 Nassau street. 





CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento, 

Carnett-Putnam, Ine.: motion picture 
production: capital stock, 200 shares; ne 
par; permitted to Issue two shares. Tie 
rectors: Tay Garnett, George Palmer 
Putnam, Josenhine Berger Greer. 

Great Fuji Co.; motion picture produce 
tion; capital stock, 59 shares; par, $500; 


nermitted to issue all. Directors: , & 
Yamatoda, K. Tominaga, N. Maruyama, 
M. Suzuki, T. Matsumoto. 


Bert Wheeler, Inc.; 
stock, 190 shares; no par; permitted to 
issve all. Directors: David Kramer, 
Mvrrt Blum and Bert Wheeler. 

Famous Artista Corp; talent agenev: 
eapital storr, 1,000 preferred shares: par 
$1, end 1,000 common chares, no var; 
nermitted to issue all. Directors: W.. BE. 
Edington, Charles Kenneth Feldman, 
Frank Vincent, Ralph Blum. 


tailoring: eanital 


DELAWARE 
Wilmington. 
Fev Port Washington Corp.: conduct 
theatres, ete.; capital stoelr, $1.000. Di- 
rectors: Herold €. Vaughn, Joseph A, 
Donovan, Edwin E, Lindgren. New York 
Delaware Snorts Informant, Ine.: buy, 


sell anl distribute information on snorte 
ine and athletic events; canital stock, 
0 shares, Directors: Edward J, 
“wolek, Everett E. Borton, B. C. Kelley, 
Wi'minerton. 

Tindy’s Ine.: condyect cabarets, cafes, 
rectrvrants, night clubs; canital stock, 
£70,000, Directors: J. Vernon Pimm, 


Albert G. Bouer, Philadelphia; R. L. 
Sprrveon. Wilmineton. 

Atlas Rodin Distributine Corp.: deal in 
radio productions. shows, broadcasts, ete 3 
eonital stock, 500 shares: no war value, 
Directors: Arn Victor. Josenhine TLeng- 
felder. New York; Florence Abramson, 
Breok'vn, 

Northio Theatres Corn.: conduct the- 
atres; ecanital stock, 200 shares, ro par 
value, Directore: Arthrvr JTsreel, Jr, 
a Collyer, VanAlen Holloman, New 

ore, 

Boardwalk Properties, Ine.: deel tn 
real and personal nroperty of all kinds: 
canitel stock, $50.000. Directors: George 
1. Rebinson, Irvington-on-Hrdeon, N. ¥.; 
Marian Moervel, Rehoboth Beach, Del; 
James M. Tunneli, Jr... Ceoreretown, 

Increase in Capital 

Cosmorolor Corp;. $100,000 to $200,000; 

Jersey City. 


Pat Casey East 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Pat Casey hauled east Sunday (19) 
to pass the holidays. 
Also confers with Joseph M. 
Weber, AFM prexy, on studio musie 
problems. 








West Begins All Over 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Jack Randall’s fourth | starring 
galloping cleffer rolled at Monogram 
over the weekend with J. P. Mc- 
Gowan directing. 

Feature, ‘Where the West Begins,’ 
is supervised by Maurice Conn, Rob- 
ert Emmett doing the original and 





screenplay. 
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ACTORS SET PRICE SCALE 





Proposed AFRA Wage Scale 


EVENING COMMERCIALS 


Maximum Free 








Length of Program Minimum Wage Rehearsal 
15 minutes $25 2 hours 
30 minutes $50 4 hours 
1 hour $75 6 hours 
DAYTIME COMMERCIALS 
(Dramatic) 
30 minutes bead 1 hour 
1 hour $45 2 hours 


REBROADCASTS 


Half of the above scale. 


TRANSCRIPTIONS 


Three-fifths of the regular broadcast rates. 


OVERTIME 


Three-quarters of the regular scale. 


AUDITIONS 


Two-thirds of the regular broadcast rate. 


SUSTAINING PROGRAMS 


All classifications 10% less than the rate for commercials. 


TELEVISION 


$50 a performance, with four hours’ rehearsal for each broadcast. 





(Above scales are for dramatic players. 
erally about three-fourth of that scale.) 


802, NEW YORK 
5-DAY WEEK 
PLAN 


Rates for singers are gen- 











Lindbergh Case Chief | 


Goes on ‘Gangbusters’ | 


Phillips Lord has selected Col. |! 
Norman Schwartzkopf to succeed | 
him as commentator on ‘Gangbus- | 
ters’ program, when he steps out | 
of the show on Jan. 12. Lord will | 
concentrate on drawing up and pro- | 
ducing several new programs. 

Schwartzkopf will be making his 
debut as other than a program guest 
in radio. Was chief of the New 

Under the new contracts which the| Jersey State Police at the iime of | 
New York musicians union is offer-| the kidnaping of Charles Lindbergh, 
ing to local stations staff instrumen-| Jr. 








talists will be limited to five-day 
working weeks commencing March 4. Mark McGowan, added to engi- 
Idea behind this move is to have} neering staff of WOW, Omaha, | 


work distributed among a greater 


| AFRA 
|Same as were 


rehearsal. 


WEB BARGAININ 
THE NEXT MOVE 





$25 Is 


Hour 


Minimum Quarter- 
Rate 
Hours Rehearsal Included 
Rates 
rately Scaled 


—Singers’ Sepa- 


CLOSED MEETING 


Closed meeting of 
Federation of 


the American 
Radio Artists meeting 
in the Victoria hotel, N. Y., on Mon- 
day night (20) unanimously adopted 
minimum wage 
tors. Rates for 


scale for radio ac- 
singers were also 


| adopted. Seales are the same as were 
day by an} 


adopted earlier in the 
meeting in Chicago and the 
submitted to the Los 
Angeles AFRA membership meeting: 

Scale establishes a fixed minimum 
for broadcasts, maximum rehearsal 
time and overtime scale. On major 
network commercials, minimum rate 
for 15 minutes is $25 with two hours 
For 30 minutes, rate is 
$50 and four hours rehearsal, For 
hour programs rate is $75 and six 
hours rehearsal. In each case pro- 
visions are made for additional 
salaries for rebroadcasting. 

On dramatic broadcasts minimum 
rate for 30 minutes is $30 and one 
hour rehearsal. For one hour the 
minimum is $45. (Television rates 
are $50 a performance with four 


| hours rehearsal.) 


Sustaining program fees are 10% 


{less than commercials. 


Meeting was diyided into two sec- 
tions, actors in 
(Continued on page 30) 


with Two | 


one and singers in 











|Again Warn Radio Stations Against 


Unlicensed Off- 


= egrets 





Attention, Sponsors! 


Lancaster, Pa., Dec. 21. 

Marvelle O'Connell, WGAL 
warbler, finishes third year on 
the air (29). 

Singer, who operates a 
metic business of her own, is 
her own sponsor. She writes 
her own copy, arranges her own 
program and reads her own 
plugs. 


cos- 











Telegraphists Hand Out 
Notices on N.Y. Sidewalks 


Stating Union Plans: 


American Radio Te legraphists As- 
sociation yesterday (Tuesday) after- 
noon planted men at the street en- 
trances to the networks’ New York 
offices and had them hand _ out 
notices that the union planned to or- 
ganize all employees in the broad- 
casting biz not yet unionized. 

Handouts pledged to raise salaries 
and adjust working hours. Accom- 
panying each throwaway was an ap- 
plication blank inviting office help 
as well as workers in sales, sales 
promotion, press, stations relations. 
etc., to join. A mass meeting was 
promised in the near future, along 
with ARTA’s intention of organizing 
all help not already union-carded in 





NBC, CBS, Mutual and -all indie 
stations around N. Y. 

‘Little George’ Goebbel and the 
Kasper Sisters have left WDOD, 


Chattanooga, to join staff of KMOX, 
St. Louis, 





number of the union’s members and a ‘ wietegaat esianinine 





also establish the five-day week as 
a permanent thing in the broadcast- 
ing industry, 

Local 802 men with network or 
station connections have been work- 
ing for some time under a five-hours 
a day limit. Indications are that no 
attempt will be made to shave down 
this maximum. 


DAVIS ON OTHER SIDE, 
WARNS RADIO STATIONS 


Seattle, Dec. 21. 

Kenneth Davis, attorney who 
formerly represented Washington 
Broadcasters Assn., has notified. sta- 
tions in Washington, Oregon, Mon- 
tana and Idaho that he has been ap- 
pointed licensing agent in these 
states for the American Society of 
Recording Artists and that he was 
going to sue those outlets broadcast- 
ing phonograph records made by 
ASRA members unless they obtained 
the necessary licenses. 

His letter cited the decision ob- 
tained by. Fred Waring in Pennsyl- 
vania. Also the finding in the Asso- 
ciated Press vs. KVOS case. 











American Society of Recording 
Artists is not allied with the outfit 
which pressed Waring’s ‘test suit in 
the Pennsylvania courts. Latter was 
the National Association of Perform- 
ing Artists, with headquarters in | 
New York. 





Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 

Projected tour this.week of: Pennsy 
Stations using phonograph records | 
has ‘been postponed by Herbert 
Speiser, attorney for National Asso- 
ciation of Performing Artists, until 
after the new year, he said yester- 
day. 

With all Philly stations either 
signed with NAPA or eliminating 
wax, Speiser declared his next as- 
sault will be on Pittsburgh and Har- 
risburg, with the in-between kilo- 
watters following. Other Atlantic 
States will then be gone over, he 
said, 


NEW YORK 
154 W. 46th St. 





Ray Flemming, sales manager for 
WEW, St. Louis, has been upped to 
assistant general manager. 








HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St. 
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Variety Office 


LAST CALL! 


ANNIVERSARY NUMBER 


To Be Published Shortly 


Special Exploitation Advantages 


c 
~— 
= 
Ds 
re 
aa 
0 
< 
ie 
©] 
< 
” 
= 
Q) 
> « 
DH 
< 
tr 
~;r 
ry 
©) 
fry 
< 
‘e 
r 


Reservations and Copy May Be Sent to Any 


CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph St. 


os 


LONDON 
8 St. Martin's PI. 


the-Air Recordings 


Harry Fox, gen. mgr. of the Music 
Publishers Protective Association, 
yesterday (Tuesday) issued his 
ond warning in two months against 
the failure of radio stations to ob- 
tain licenses for off-the-air record- 
ings. His circular letter pointed out 
that the reproduction of copyrighted 


SCC. 


music without permission con- 
stitutes an infringement under the 
law, regardless of whether’ the 


transcriber has obtained a perform- 
ing license. Any form of. sten- 
cilling requires, he said, a license to 
manufacture, which has nothing to 
do with the right to perform. 

Fox said that his office has dis- 
covered that indie broadcasters 
| weren't taking programs off the air 
|/On wax or aluminum so much for 
| file purposes as to air these pro- 
|} grams at some later time. As trus- 
| tee and agent for copyright owners 
|he is concerned about letting this 
|right to manufacturer get out of 
| control and he states that drastic 
| action will be taken against such 
|non-licensees to curb the practice: 


JANUARY I5 
NEW PROGRAM 
MONTH 











Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 

WFIL -has designated January as 
‘new program’ month in aiming to 
get at least 25 new local shows on its 
ozone in the 31 days. Acquisition of 
a house band and completion of new 
studios cause of the sudden splurge. 

To facilitate accomplishment of the 
go2!, Don Withycomb, g.m., has 
named a program planning board 
consisting of Program Director John 
Clark, Production Chief Margaret 
Schaefer, Idea Man Jack Steck and 
Engineer Arnold Nygren, 

Weekly auditions for new talent 
will start shortly and public will be 
asked to send in its ideas. Eleven 
shows now in rehearsal, practically 
all with audience participation tie- 
ups. 


WAIT’LL THE MARINES HEAR 


Washington Reports Naval Academy 
Sending Squadren ef Dolls te NBC 











Washington, Dec. 21. 

Christmas spirit in the Nation’s 
Capital has involved the U. S. Naval 
Academy with NBC's drive for dolls 
Some 300 midshipmen at Annapolis 
—35 miles away—promised that an 
avalanche of dolls would reach 
Washington in time to fill the empty 
stockings of the needy. 

Gordon Hittenmark, who shivers 
through the pre- Christmas season 
in N.B.C.’s elaborate ‘doll house’ on 
a busy street-corner, reported that 
his company was sending 50 taxicabs 
on the 70-odd mile journey into 
nearby Maryland to pick up the mid- 
dies and their dollies. 








Disney on Mickey Show 


Hollywood, Dec. 

Walt Disney will medics dy aad 
side over the Mickey Mouse show for 
Pepsodent when it debuts Jan. 2. He 
| has placed the entire personnel of 
| the cartoon outfit at disposal of Lord 
| & Thomas producers. 

Only credits on the show will go 
; to Disney and Felix Mills, music 
| director. 


Casi. Hoff Goes On 


Carl Hoff orchestra on the Ford 
|Motor program on CBS has been 
| resignatured for a straight 52 weeks, 
| effective second week in January. 
Rumors that the show would shift 
| to Hollywood are unfounded. I 
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Mae West 


Skit Echoes 





Catholics Particularly Incensed—School Kids Return. 


Coffee Bags in Protest 


San Franc’sco, Dec. 21. 

Resentment against the Mae West 
contribution to the Dec. 12 Chase & 
Sanborn program reached a peak 
here over the past week-end wth 
the publication of a lengthy editorial 
in The Monitor, official organ of the 
Catholic Archdiocese of San Fran- 
cisco, under the heading, ‘Mae West 
Pollutes Homes.’ Following day rad o 
editor Darrell Donnell) of The Ex- 
aminer, Hearst morning daily, leaped 
to the defense of radio. 

‘Chase and Sanborn sponso’ed last 
Sunday evening a radio performance 
by Mae Wes: that carried into Ame-- 
ican homes a quality of humor only 
acceptable in the lowest types of 
burlesque theatres.” The Mon tor ed’- 
torial began. ‘Mae West with bawdy 
vulgarity burle-qued the _ biblical 
story of the fall from grace of Adam 
and Eve, and combined a tvaves:y 0° 


the doctrine of original sin with an 


indecent suegestion of sexuality.’ 
Donnell. in coming to rad‘o’s d- 


fense, asked, ‘Isn't it true that rado| 


so seldom errs in the matter cf sala- 
cious entertainment, that the few 
instances on record are instantly 
heralded as news?’ 

He pointed out that during the 
year to date, NBC has presented over 
18.000 hours of radio entertainment 
that morally, at lesst, was above re- 


proach, against the few minutes 
util'zed for the ‘Adam and Eve’ 
sketch. 


‘While admittedly justified,’ he de- 
clared, ‘the uproar which followed 
last Sunday’s coffee show appears to 
be, if the sponsor will pardon the 
fivure of speech, a tempest in a tea- 
pot.’ 





Children Stezmed Up 
Albany, Dec. 21. 

All the children in one Schenec- 
tady parochial school returned to 
Chase & Sanborn the wrappers 
which they had teen saving for the 
air-offered Charlie McCarthy ‘cut- 
out, with a notation on each bag- 
front that they ‘wanted no more to 
do with e‘ther the Bergen dummy or 
the ‘dated’ coffee if that (the Mae 
West-Don Ameche Adam and Eve 
sketch) were to be the tyve of pro- 
gram offered.’ So The Evangelist, 
organ of the Albany Catholic Dio- 
cese, reported in a heavy-type Page 
One followup to a story from Wash- 
ington reporting vigorous protests by 
Catholie organizations and individ- 
uals, 

The Evangelist stated that it 
had sent to the svonsor, NBC. and 
the FCC, a letter of protest, with an 
advance release of a current-issue 
ed'torial (a blistering one). Pape~ 
said that Catholic Youth O-~zaniza- 
tion units throuvhout the Diocese, 
schcol groups, Catholic men and wo- 
men organ‘zations had forwarded 
‘hundreds of protest letters.’ 





Father Sheehy’s Stand 


Washington, Dec. 21. 

Federal spanking for National 
Proade:\‘ing Company and possible 
boycotting of sponsors of offensive 
programs by Catholic organizations 
were threatened here this week as 
aftermath of that Chase & Sanborn 
Mae West program a week ago Sun- 
dav (12). 

Prodded by raft of letters from 
Catholics and non-Catholics, Chair- 
man Frank R. McNinch injected the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion into the situation Saturday (18) 
with the stronzest criticism of a 
radio program of national interest on 
record. Calline for a detailed re- 
port on the ferture, the F.C.C. head 
clearly hinted that punitive action is 
in the offing. 

Temporcrily appeased by public 
apologies by the network, the coffee 
company, and the agency (J. Walter 
Thompson), Catholics agreed to a 
truce. 

A siatement that the Mae West in- 
cident is closed as far as Catholics 
were concerned was given VARIETY 
Monday (20) by Rev. Dr. Maurice 
F. Sheehy, head of the religious edu- 
cation department at Catholic Uni- 
versity, who was a leader in de- 
manding apologies and efforts 
prevent renetition of such items. 

Meanwhile members of Congress 


renewed demands for an investiga- | 


tion and contemplated proposing leg- 
islation which will provide for more 
strinzest regulation of broadcastin’ 
by Federal authorities. A threat of 
levislation to put broadcasting sta- 
tiors in the category of public util- 
ities. wes ore of the concrete reper- 
cussions, with Revresentative Donald 
O'Toole, of Brooklyn, serving notice 


+ 





Blames Hollywood 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 
Furor churned up by Mae 
West skit threatened to assume 
boycott proportions this week, 
following denunciation of pro- 











to | 





sponsor Sunday (19) 
from most of city’s pulpits. 
While few church officials 
directly called for a boycott on 
Cc. & S. coffee, virtually all 
passed along a strong innuendo, 

Meanwhile, hundreds of let- 
ters and calls continued to pour 
into local newspapers and 
WWJ, local outlet for C. & S. 
show, protesting the skit’s poor 
taste. 

Herschelil Hart, redio ed De- 
troit News (WWJ) who recently 
blasted Hollywood's unkempt 
behavior during airings, lit into 
furor with an observation that 
‘until radio went to Hollywood, 
it was comparatively clean.’ 


gram’s 











he will attempt to correct the situ- 
ation in the next session of Congress. 

The action taken by the F.C.C. was 
the most foreboding for the industry 
in the history of government regula- 
tion. While he gave no ciue as to 
what may result, Chairman McNinch 
showed clearly that he does not in- 
tend to let the matter drop as quickly 
as the Catholics have done. 

Not Cranks or “rudes 


In his letter to Lenox R. Lohr, NBC 
prez, McNinch pointed to the volume 
of protests, which he said do not 
appear to be from ‘cranks or prudes’ 
but, on the contrary, look like ex- 
pressions of disgust from ‘responsible 
and intelligent citizens.’ He said 
‘there is marked uniformity of 
thought’ in the complaints. 

To pave the way for a definite de- 
cision whether NBC violated the act, 
McNinch demanded as quickly as 
possible: 

1. An exact transcript of the coffee 
hour chatter. 

2. An electrical recording of the 
skit. 

3. A copy of the contract with 
Chase & Sanborn. 

4. List of stations over which the 
program was aired. 


GALLUP LISTS 
24,206,000 SETS 





American Institute of Public Opin- 
ion, of which Dr. George Gallup is 
director, estimates the number of 
radio families in this country as 
24,206,000, or 6% more than the sets 
estimated by the Joint Committee on 
Radio Research last year. Institute’s 
survey indicates that 77° of the na- 
tion’s estimated 31,500,000 families 
have radio receivers. 


Count taken by the Institute shows 
that 85% of urban families are set 
owners, as contrasted with the 56% 
for farm families and 78% of the 
residents in towns under 2,500 popu- 
lation. Highest concentration of sets 
were found in towns along the At- 
lantic seaboard and the lowest in 
rural areas in the south. 

Table showing the percentages by 
geographical sections follows: 

“ Families 


With Radio 
New England ......... 92 
Mid-Atlantic .......... 88 
mes GOBUE ccvsccicss & 


West CONG cccccccccs 
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Rocky Mountain ...... 80 
Tee mG CONS ....s6.csavee 88 
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RURAL STATION TEST 
FOR ‘COUNTRY HOME’ 


Crowell Publishing Co., in behalf 
of its ‘Country Home’ magazine, will 
shortly unleash a test campaign on 
three western farm stations. Broad- 
casters have not as yet been selected. 

If results are deemed good, air 
campaign will be exiended over 
flock of stations covering rural areas 
Publication, during its test, will be 
plugged with live script program. 








| his Betty Lou. 
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Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Kate Smith and her Swansdown 
Flour troupe are reported headed for 
the Coast. 
Inquiry has been made at mu- 
sicians union regarding standby and 
other band requirements. 


‘TALENT-BLIND 
STATIONS GET 
SNEERED AT 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 

Pittsburgh radio editors again put- 
ting the hooks into local radio sta- 
tions for failure to recognize home 
talent and give ‘t a break. Scribes 
tossed it in first few months ago 
when Temmy Riggs, who had to 
leave town to get anywhere, clicked 
heavily on Rudy Vallee’s show with 
They did it again 
last week when Val Varr, young 
singer who tried for couple of years 
to crash Pittsburgh broadcasting 
without success, went to New York 
and in first couple of weeks there 
landed big Sally Fur commercial on 
WMCA. 

She doesn’t start until Jan. 15, (six 
mornings weekly). Is currently at 
home with her family for the holi- 
days, with Smoky City air scriveners 
giving her break headlines and rap- 
ping five Pittsburgh stations plenty. 


CBS’ Autograph Coilector 
Returns; 50 KW. ‘If’ Ciause 
Protects KRLD and WWL 


Herbert Akerberg, CBS v.p. in 
charge of station relations, returned 
last week from a fast sprint through 
the midwest and south, collecting 
signatures on renewal contracts from 
affiliates. He covered eight towns 
in 10 days and brought back a five- 
vear extension from each one of 
them, 

Agreement renewers in the batch 
consist of WWL. New Orleans; 
KRLD, Dallas; WDOD, Chattanooga: 
WREC, Memphis; WIBW, Topeka: 
WMBD, Peoria; WDAC, Akron, and 
WFBM, Indianapolis. KRLD and 
WWL contracts provide that when 
these stations go 50,000 watts the 
present five-year renewal becomes 
automatically cancelled and the shift 
to higher power serves as the start- 
ing date for another five-year al- 
liance with the network. 


‘VAGABOND LOVER’ 
SAILS FOR AMERICA 


London, Dec. 21. 

Cavan O'Connor, British Broad- 
casting Co.’s ‘Vagabond Lover,’ one 
of the important English ether at- 
tractions, has landed a contract with 
the National Broadcasting Co. and 
sailed for America Dec. 17. 
Contract is for one year at $400 
per week, with McAllister Agency 
having made the deal. 

















Pete Monroe Dies 





Louisville, Dec. 21. 


Pete Monroe, 29, chief announcer 
at Station WHAS, died last night 
(Monday) at Baptist hospital here 


from _ infection. Ill one week. 
Funeral Wednesday. Survived by 
widow, father, two brothers and 
sister. 


It’s third death in past month at 
WHAS. Judge Robert Worth Bing- 
ham, owner of station, passed away 


| last Saturday, and Howard E. Camp- 


bell, chief technician, died from 
monoxide poisoning earlier in month. 
Monroe was in national limelight 
during January Flood for tireless re- 
lief work. Handled baseball broad- 
“asts last summer. 


Richards Heads West 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 
George A. Richards, president of 
_WJR, off to the Coast for three- 
; month vacash and to give his station 
in Beverely Hills the 0.0. 

Prior to departure, last week. 
threw a powpow for WJR staff and 
j;newspapermen in Recess’ Club, 
| Fisher building. 








Kate Smith Westbound? 


2d Guessing On Mae West 


Figuratively, Chase & Sanborn has been publicly spanked on the steps 
of the police station for broadcasting an off-color (and, for radio it was) 
skit between Mae West and Don Ameche. Two eminently respectable 
business men, Stanley Resor and Lenox Lohr, have been put to the em- 
barrassment of a public apology. Clergymen (many of whom certainly 
did not hear the broadcast personally) are raising a truly fearsome uproar, 
In the background Maxwell House Coffee is having a hard time suppressing 
a competitive gloat. It’s all a monumental complication personally, pro- 
fessionally, socially, religiously and commercially. 








Meanwhile from a production standpoint there arises a number of 
‘second guesses.’ First of all, the booking itself was fully warranted. Mae 
West versus Charlie McCarthy was a ‘natural.’ It guaranteed and it did 
attract a peak audience (so big that the reaction is now that much great- 
er). At the moment everybody is thinking up alibis so maybe it would 
be common sense to remember that the basic idea, by theatrical standards, 
needs no alibi. It was the subsequent choice of material, handling and 
editing (or non-editing) that caused the trouble. And thai’s a starting 
point for a ‘second guess’ on the good Mae West might have done herself 
if the usual—and expected—sex innuendoes had been replaced by some 
good-natured spoofing. 








Hollywood, right or wrong, will take part of the rap. Commentators 
will say, and many will believe them, that Hollywood has brought down 
censorship storms on itself in the past and broke through on a fluke in this 
case to ‘contaminate’ radio. No matter how true or distoried such an idea 
may be it’s sure to be used. In fact it already has been used. 





Radie can say in its own defense—but at the present time the church- 
men are perhaps scarcely in a mood to credit it—that thousands of. broad- 
cast hours a year do not contain a single objectionable item of entertain- 
ment. It is part of the irony of the present difficulty that the most in- 
nocuous and virtuous public entertainment ever organized is now held up 
—quite out of focus—as a moral fiend and a monster of vulcarity. The 
direct opposite is actually true. Radio entertainment is the very epitome 
of sweetness and light, goodness and virtue. 





Still there’s no sense denying that there has been in the past year a 
tendency on ‘sophisticated shows’ to let a lot of things get by that pre- 
viously were taboo. Such ‘daring’ occurs almost entirely on the big ex- 
pensive revues. And it proves, among other things, that the constant 
pressure to keep up popularity ratings, the use of a single formula by an 
increasing number of sponsors is pushing radio programs into a mood that 
forgets the fundamentals of radio. 





Comedians and showmen have been tempted in other days and in other 
ways to step over the boundary line of ‘getting away with it.’ In one form 
or another reprisals have usually hit them. Family patronage, the bed- 
rock foundation of all popular, as distinct from minority amusement, will 
simply not abide dirt. Vaudeville, pictures and legit, all in their time, 
have had isolated individuals and examples that couldn't resist the off- 
color laugh. (Always the loudest, but always the laugh that echoes une 
pleasantly.) 





Radio is badly scared and will now lock the barn door. In the mean- 
while, social and economic repercussions apart, the affair points up the 
desperate search for new personalities, new novelties as the ‘diminishing 
returns’ bogey of radio showmanship keeps haunting the production 


= ROBSON IN HILLBILLIES, 
INCORPORATED 


REIS’ JOB AT CBS 


Irving Reis, director of the Co- 

lumbia Workshop, sailed last Satur- 
day (18) for Hollywood where he 

Earl Kurtz and George Ferguson, 

both of WLS here, have incorporated 

with Herbert Yates to form Asso- 


starts work for Paramount in Janu- 

ary. No definite assignment as yet. 
ciated Artists Bureau. Incorporation 
is for $30,000, and firm has been 


William N. Rowson will succeed 

Reis as director of the Workshop 
program. He has previously direct- 
ed sustainers at CBS and has done 

several of the Workshop programs | foynded to act in a managerial ca- 

pacity for hillbilly turns exclusive- 

ly throughout the country. 
Ferguson and Larry Kurtz, son of 
Earl Kurtz, leave for Coast Satur- 


this fall in Reis’s absence. His first 

program as director will be broad- 
day (1), and will open offices there 
next week. Ferguson is president 


cast tomorrow (23). 

Robson was formerly with Stack- 
Gobel agency in Chicago where he 
handled the Sears-Roebuck program. 

; of the ‘company, Manny Goldstein, 

who has long been associated with 

Yates, will be v.p., and Larry Kurtz, 

secretary-treasurer. 


John Bates Quits WOR 
Earl Kurtz has headed WLS artist 


John Bates, commercial program 
manager at WOR, N. Y., is resigning | bureau here for some years, and, 
with Ferguson, has several import- 


Jan. 15 to go into business inde- 

pendently as an air show producer. | ant hillbilly acts under their man- 

Bates has already nailed the ‘Famous | agership at the present time, and 
are developing a number of others 


Fortunes’ dramatizations which start 
on stations throughout the country. 


over Mutual on Feb. 8 for General 

Shoe Corp. Figured that, with their knowledge 
WOR will replace Bates by shift- | of the hillbilly talent and business, 

ing Jerry Danzig from the special | plus the holdings of Yates, will make 

the tie-up a unique one. 


events department to the open spot. 
Neither of the two WLS men will 


Sino-Jap Name-Cailing relinquish their present positions in 


order to run the new organization. 


Pie Plant Pete Divorced 


Cleveland, Dec. 21, 

Pie Plant Pete’s gags sound hunore- 
ous On air but noi at home, com- 
plained his wife, Mrs. Jeannette 
Moye, in suing the Cleve'and radio 
comedian for divorce. Pe‘e, whose 
legal name is Claude Moye, was also 
charged with being ‘sulky around 





























Seattle, Dec. 21. 

Nice controversy being stirred up 
by the opposing programs over pair 
of the local stations. Japanese con- 
sul airs a quarter-hour weekly on 
KVI in an effort to justify his coun- 
try’s military invasion of China. 
KEEN is airing the Chinese side of 
the matter. 


Competitive talks have rather! the house’ and deserting her six 
aroused many citizens here. Chinese | months ago. Judge granted her 
sympathizers have started a boycott | divorce on grounds of extreme 
of Nipponese products and _ stores. cruelty, 


Neither station holds 
brief either way. 


an editorial Moye is now broadcasting from a 


Syracuse, N. Y., station. 


Bob Berger to Calif. 


Bob Berger, radio director of 
President's Birthday celebrations, 
leaves New York day after Christ- 
mas for Pacific Coast. 

Will be gone from Biltmore hotel 








Tyrone Power East For Two 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Tyrone Power will broadcast from 
New York Jan. 2 and 9. 
He goes east to make appearances 








with his picture, ‘In Old Chicago.’ headquarters for a fortnight, 
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Mutual’s Show Promotions 





Has Cornelius Vanderbilt, 
for Hollywood or Rotating Origination 


+ 


Mutual network is offering for sale 
across the web three shows which 
would originate on the Don Lee re- 
gional on the Coast, 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., is primed 
in a program which would be called 
‘American Trails’ and picked up 
along the route of his peregrinations 
in his fancy auto trailer. Continent- 
hopper would confine his touring to 
the U. S. and talk on the people he 
meets and spots he sees. 

Another program would offer Gail 
Patrick, film player, in a five-a-week 
strip of quarter-hours titled ‘This 
Week Made a Star.’ Show would be 
remoted from Palm Springs, a Holly- 
wood lot, the Santa Barbara Bilt- 
more or whatever site the picture 
mob would happen to be hanging 
around in droves. Guests with pic 
backgrounds would: be interviewed. 
Package would cost around $4,000 a 
week, 

Gene Autry, the warbling western- 
film star, is also another program 
topper Mutual is pushing. Autry re- 
cently got a piece of dough for en- 
dorsing ‘Tootsie Roll,’ the confection, 
and Mutual is making an effort to 
interest the candy in becoming a 
sponsor. Account has not been using 
radio this season, though in past 
years was a big buyer in the national 
spot field. 

A Hal Roach show, to be built 
along the lines of the Metro-Maxwell 
Coffee tieup, has been a Mutual of- 
fering, but a frost-biting seems to 
have set in. Design was to use Lau- 
rel and Hardy, a group of the ‘Our 
Gang’ kids. Alan Mowbray, Margaret 
Sullavan and an orch at a talent 
package cost of $4,000 per show. 


TOBACCO AUCTION 
MIMICKED IN L. A. 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

American Tobacco will prune its 
radio bill for Lucky Strike by 
$1,200 weekly by having the sing- 
song auctioneer signature on the 
‘Hollywood Parade’ done at the War- 
ners studio instead of piping it in 
from Lexington, Ky. Best available 
imitator of F. E. Boone’s rapid-fire 
calling of prices at the market will 
be brought to Hollywood to eliminate 
the costly switch of controls. 

It is popularly believed that the 
auctioneer’s sign-in was a transcrip- 
tion, but this is forbid by National 
Broadcasting. 











Husing Talks ‘Retirement’ 





Ted Husing plans to ‘retire’ from 
broadcasting after the first of the 
year. Says he’s ‘tired of working,’ 
doesn‘t care if he never describes 
another football game and doesn’t 
want to look at a microphone again. 
Claims he has enough money, so 
he'll just loaf—for awhile, at least. 

After the Orange Bowl football 
game at Miami New Year’s day, the 
sportscaster will undergo a minor 
throat operation, then figures on 
having some work done on his teeth. 
His plans end there. His friends 
smile at the talk of quitting. Say 
he’s just tired. 





Try Out Literary Novelty | 


J. Walter Thompson has bought the 
radio rights to the ‘Education of 
H*Y*M I*E K*A P*L*A‘*N and will 
test out the dramatized script on the 
Rudy Vallee-Royal Gelatin show 
(NBC) tomorrow night (Thursday). 

Cast will include Louis Sorin, Ade- 
laide Klein and Ken Roberts. 





Gail Patrick, Gene Autry 





CHRISTMAS 
HANDY LIST 


VARIETY, in its customary cheerful 
spirit of service. herewith presents 
a few not-too-vital statistics on the 
gate-suardians of 25 New York 
agencies. And in fairness it must be 
stated that the young ladies pre- 
sented were unaware that VARIETY 
slyly gathered their names and the 
facts. 

Offered are the ladies’ names, 
whether or no they are married, and 
their preferences as to Christmas 
gifts. 











N. W. AYER & SON 
May Atwood; unmarried; books. 
BATTEN, BARTON, DURSTINE & 
OSBORN 
Evelyn Lozier; unmarried; flowers. 
BENTON & BOWLES 
Isabelle MacIntosh; unmarried; 
candy. 
BIOW 
Evelyn Fuller; unmarried; candy. 
Lucille ‘Topsy’ Barteau; unmar- 
ried; perfume. 
BLACKETT-SAMPLE-HUMMERT 
Georgia Price; unmarried; perfume. 
CAMPBELL-EWALD 
Dorothy Shannon; married; books. 
CECIL, WARWICK & LEGLER 
Grace McKevitt; unmarried; candy. 
COMPTON 
Del Dallee; married; flowers. 
ERWIN, WASEY 
Bernadine Gardanier; unmarried; 
books. 
J. STIRLING GETCHELL 
Eli~abeth Hartridge; unmarried; 
perfurre. 
FEDERAL 
Lucille Barry; married; candy. 
BUCHANAN 
Beatrice Lozier; unmarried; per- 
fume. 

KENYON & ECKHARDT 
Helen Jonas; unmarried; books, 
ARTHUR KUDNER 

Mary Doyle Quinn; married; flow- 
ers, 
LENNEN & MITCHELL 
Gwendolyn Allen; unmarried; per- 
fume. 
LORD & THOMAS 


Josephine Gaghan; unmarried; 
flowers. 

MAXON, INC. 
Anne Goeason: unmarried; per- 
fume. 


McCANN-ERICKSON 
Gladys Bennett; unmarried; per- 
fume. 
Nan Beck; married: books, 
NEFF-ROGOW 
Antoinette Wilson; married; candy. 
NEWELL-EMMETT 
Dorothea Treloar: unmarried; 
flowers. 
PEDLAR & RYAN 
Vera Hickey; unmarried; perfume. 
RUTHRAUFF & RYAN 
Sally Morgan; unmarried; 
STACK GOBLE 
Gildea Menoli; unmarried; candy. 
J. WALTER T:iCMPSON 
Elizabeth Beck; 


flowers. 





| . unmarried; per- | 
fume, 

YOUNG & RUBICAM ‘ 

| Grace Lullman: unmarried; per- | 
| fume, 

| Merry Christmas, Girls! 


Chain Shai Audish 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 
Special program aired by Jan Sav- 
itt's house band 


(Monday) understood actually to 











at KYW last night | Spry, 


lair advertising bankroll ta CBS. Ac- 


REPS SEE SOME 


FAVORABLE olGNo 


‘Recession’ on Top of Au-| 


Got | 7— 


tumn That Never 
Started Made Percenters | 
Gloomy—Some Staff Re- | 


trenchment 





HOLDOFFS 


National spot business nipped back 
into life last week, after several 
weeks of virtual inactivity. Whereas 
the agency time buyers have been 
concerning themselves principally 
with cancellation notices, they’re 
now scouting the field for available 
periods on either okayed or approved 
campaigns. Some of the more im- 
portant agencies specializing in spot 
placement have the impression that 
the scare of the business recession 
has reached its apex and that adver- 
tisers are showing signs of again 
loosening the pursestrings. 

Past week found Ex-Lax giving 
indications of coming back into the 
spot fold for the first time in a 
couple years. Joseph Katz agency 
was quizzing station reps about what 
their stations could do for an an- 
nouncement campaign which was be- 
ing mapped out for the laxative. It 
proposes a variety of announcement 
types, running from station breaks 
to five-minute transcriptions. 


Another spot query concerned a| 


new Procter & Gamble product, 
Dash, with Pedlar & Ryan the agency 
assigned to direct the campaign. 
Gumbinner agency has put out feel- | 


ers for local program ideas in be- | 


half of Spud cigarets, while Nash is 
working with dealers on 


tions. 

Another brightener is Johns Man- 
ville, after an inactive autumn, bag- 
ging Gabriel Heatter for a series of 
5-min, transcribed commentaries. 


Retreat From Moscow 

Change in complexion of the spot 
situation should cheer station repre- 
sentatives, who have experienced 
their first downsledding season since 
their little industry bowed into be- 
ing. Reps have been staging their 
own ‘retreat from Moscow’ in their 
own way. Usually the reps added to 
their staffs each fall, but this year 
found them slicing. 


Ed Petry, Joe McGillvra, Furgason 
and others have cut staffs. Howard 


H. Wilson sent a man east from Chi- | 


cago, but quickly recalled him when 
expected and normal fall and winter 
biz failed to show. Paul Raymer has 
consolidated his book-keeping and 
clerical department in Chicago as an 
economy measure. 
& Co. expanded, taking on a man to 
help out on the Canadian capers the 
company has commenced. 


However, many of the oldtime re- 
gulars in the spot field have not 
climbed into their broadcasting 


berths this season. 
ally rabbit-punches the reps. 

Some of the sensational accounts 
have cut their spot appropriations 
and expanded their network expen- 
ditures; others have apparently de- 
serted radio for the season. 

Accounts which have dried up in 
the spot field and either invaded the 


networks or expanded chain pro- 
igram time include: Florida Citrus, 
Kellogg, Goldust and Silverdust, 
Delaware Lackawanna coa!, VU. S 
Rubber, Bromo. Seltzer, General 
‘Electric, Wrigley’s, Hecker Cereals, 
| Best Foods, General Foods, Conti- 


nental Baking. 

Lever Brothers, with the exception 
of some small spot spottings for 
has transferred about all its 


a 50-50 
local participation idea via transcrip- | 


Only Joe Weed | 


And that natur- 
} 


NATL. SPOT BIZ PERKS UP 





-— 








VINE STREET 
CROSSTALK 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Stoopnagle and Bud may draw 
a permanent spot of the Warners- 
Lueky Strike ‘Hollywood Parade.’ 

Meredith Willson says on as mu- 
| sical director of the Metro-Maxwell 
House program, spiking reports of a 
replacement by a studio maestro. 

NBC airs opening of Santa Anita 
track Christmas day. Joe Hernandez 
calls the races; Buddy Twiss and 
Ken Carpenter paint the color, and 
Hedda Hopper does the fashion 
parade. 

Ethel Merman auditioning for a 
network show. 

Gaylord Carter will pump the or- 
gan for Amos 'n’ Andy on the Camp- 
bell souper after Jan. 3. 

Edward Klauber rested up at Del 
Monte before returning east after 
his 10-day Coast visit. 

Ken Murray and Oswald dvediat 
off Hollyweed Hotel for a series of 
personals. 

Eddie Cantor played opposite 
Vyola Vonn (Mile. Fifi) in her screen 
test at Warners. 

Connie Boswell will do two guest 
turns with Paul Whiteman on his 
Chesterfield broadcast after first of 
the year. 
| Jean Hersholt east for two air- 
lings of ‘Dr. Christian’ during sales 
| meet of vaseline sponsors. 
| Al 


} 








in the family, Ruby Keeler will be 
|in the guest section, 

Savington Crampton east for con- 
versations with William Esty. 

Futures on Bing Crosby's Krafter 
include Jose Iturbi, Connie Bos- 
| we 21], Louis Armstrong Constance 
Bennett, Toscha Seidel, Ida Lupino, 
Rose Bampton and Mischa Auer. 

Hollywood's newest newlyweds, 
Alice Fay and Tony Martin, will 
pass a half hour with Eddie Cantor 
on his program Dec. 29, 





Washington Coffee. Miscellaneous 
accounts which have paled embrace 
Webster - Eisenlohr cigars, Crazy 
Crystals, Goodrich Tires, Ironized 
Yeast, Zonite, Sinclair, American 
Can, Tastyyeast, Bakon yeast sea- 
| soning. 

| Building materials have generally 
swept right out of the spot field. 





Confections such as Loft & Co., 
Sweets Co. of America (Tootsie | 
| Rolls), Lovenest bars, _ Ameri ican 
|Chicle, Lifesavers, New England 


Confectionery Co, (Necco Gre et | 
al), Mason County and Planters’ pea 
{nut products are not in evidence. 


Missing foodstuffs include: Bor- 
iden’s, Dairymen’s League, Kraft, 
Sheffield Farms, Good Humor ice 
icream, Cream of Wheat, Alaska 
Packers’ Assn, 

Automotive accounts are largely | 


off, with many having 
those fancy campaigns 
last summer. General 
continuing its discs for Chevrolet 
only; Ford washed up after its spray 
for the nation-wide auto’ shows. 
Dodge continues to place week-to- | 
week series of nine spots on selected 
stations. 

Even the foreign language 
paigns have hriveled 
Procter & Gamble suddenly has can- 
celled after making an auspicious 
and highly heralded invasion 
tionally in a multitude of 
Baker’s chocolate and cocoa is an- 
other old buyer who hasn't opened 
up; Instant Postum is another. 


cancelled 


Hearst Radio Reorg Reported: 
Roosevelt, Grabhorn, Cormier 


Would Be Top Exec Line-Up 


+ 


Plan for reshuffling the executive 
setup of Hearst Radio, Inc., will be 
submitted to the board of directors 


of the Hearst Enterprises when it 
meets in New York Jan. 3. As the 
proposed slate now stands Elliott 


Roosevelt, now a v.p., would replace 
Joseph V. Connolly as president of 
Hearst Radio, Murray Grabhorn, now 
managing KEHE, Los Angeles, would 
be brought back to New York to 
take Emile J. Gough's place as v.p. 
and general manager and A. A. Cor- 
mier, current mgr. of WINS, N. Y., 
would double as treasurer of the out- 
fit. Latter office is now. held by O. 
H. Tunell. Slate is said to have the 
backing of Connolly himself. 

There is. a_ possibility of the 
mapped shakeup falling through, 
with the whole thing depending on 
how W. R. Hearst himself reacts to 
the proposition. With Elliett Roose- 
velt in the president’s seat Connolly 
would retire from active participa- 
tion in the Hearst broadcasting pic- 
ture. Connolly has just returned 
from Fort Worth where he held a 
meeting with the managers of Hearst 
stations in the seuthwestern sector. 
It is understood that Jack Gress, of 
KWKH, Shreveport, has been tagged 
to take Grabhorn’s place at KEHE. 

Gough has been with Hearst for 27 
years, coming over to. radio frem 
the latter’s newspaper enterprises. 








‘LARRY MENKIN, JOE HILL 


Jolson keeping Dec. 28 show | 


TO CBS AS DIRECTORS 


} 





| CBS has hired Larry Menkin and 


Joe Hill to do writing and directing 
of programs. Both are pacted by 
Columbia Artists, Inc. 

Hill was last with Federal Adver- 
tising Agency as radio director; prior 
to that served with Lord & Thomas. 
Menkin has been a freelance scripter 
for the past eight years. 


‘HOWIE WING’ SOLD 


Kellogg Buys Rights to Bill Moore— 
Don Davis Kid Serial 











Kellogg (cereals) has purchased 
complete American and_ foreign 
rights to the serial ‘Howie Wing,’ 


kid-appeal script. 

Serial is authored by Bill Moore, 
who did the similar ‘Jimmie Allen’ 
series. ‘Wing’ got its broadcasting 





| | has 


announced 
Motors is | 


cam- | 
somewhat. | 


na- | 
tongues. 


bow on Don Davis’ WHB, Kansas 
station, which started the 
‘Allen’ series on its way to a na- 
tional sshasnenetainintt syndication, 


Bordens on Network 


Bordens Products returns to a 
/ network hookup early in January. It 
through Young & Rubicam 
/bought a five-times-a-week strip on 
the NBC-red (WEAF) and will use 
tush Hughes in the spot. 

Hughes formerly did a comment 
stint for Langendorf Bakeries on 
| the west coast, 








Morton Downey on WLW 


Cincinnati, Dee. 21. 

Morton Downey makes his first air 
appearance since his return from 
England this Saturday night (25) 
over Mutual from 10 to 10:30 p. m. 
Program will originate from WLW 
and include a studio orchestra maes- 
| troed by William Stoess, Deon Crad- 
dock, the Devore Sisters and a male 
| octet. 
| Downey is currently at the Beverly 











have been an audition for a new|count is now the largest the web| Chicago, Dec. 21, Hills, Newport, Ky., nitery. 
Rae and Mason on Radio Chevvy live show. Half hour of has, amounting to more than 8 per First big spot schedule slated to | —-———- — - 
Philadelphia, Dec. 21. | music was pumped to red net at| cent of the total Columbia billing. | start with the first of the year is the | May Robson in Chicago 
Al W. Rae and Henry Lester| 10:30. Title of the regular Savitt Missing Olson Rug company splurge. Through | ; Chicago, Dec. 2]. 
Mason, ex-vauders, teaming up to do show at this time, ‘Music for Mod- Accounts which were standard na-;|the local Presba, Fellers & Presba May Robson, headlining in the 
comic skit tagged ‘The Janitor’ on) erns,’ was changed to ‘Invitation to | tionally for years, but which have| agency rug firm is buying some 25! Bauer & Black ‘Lady of Millions? 
WFIL, Philly, Will preem tomorrow | Romance’ at request of NBC. not yet showed this year include: | markets on a national coverage plan. | platter script stripper in town. 
hcg and will be heard) Chain also supplied Barry McKin- | Father John’s, St. Jacob's Oil, St.| Using three five-minute periods| Meeting Blackett -Sample- Hum- 
eekly, 


ley from New York to chirp with 
the orch last night only. 





Joseph’s Aspirin, Piso cough remedy, weekly, 


with the subject matter 
Bovril, Lipton’s Tea, 


to |mert agency and sponsor execs, im 
and George! be known as ‘Oddities in the News. 


Both are native Philadelphians. addition to partying with the press, 
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SOME STATIONS OUT 100% ON BASEBALL; 
KELLOGG EXCLUSIVES 6 AMERICAN TOWNS 


P. K. Wrigley Attitude Differs from Chicago White | 
Sox—Other Deals in Other Towns as Stations, 
Clubs and Admen Look to 1938 


Chicago, Dec. 21. | 

Deal which was signatured last 
week. and which gives Kellogg ex- 
clusive broadcast rights in six cilie: 
for all American League games 0! 
next season, has radio and basebal!] 
executives standing Buin aep on their 
ears Station men were against the 
exclusive idea Steni the start, but 


they would have much preferred to 
see both leagues go into it, rather 
than have just one. 

Chicago rates as a pretty good ex- 


ample of what the one league ex- | 
clusive will do to broadcasters. There | 
are five stations here, most all of | 
which would like to do _ baseball. 
Kellogg buys the exclusive on 
American League, and guaraniees a 
two station outlet. One station, 


WJJD, for which Kellogg is already | 
signed, will be used for themselves. 
the other, perhaps WGN, will be sold | 


-to some other sponsor, maybe Old | 
Gold. 
This leaves three stations out in 


the cold, WBBM, WENR, WMAQ)| 
and WCFL. True enough, they’re 
still allowed to pick up National | 
League, but tradition allows them 
only home games, and what they | 
want to know is how can they sell | 
half a schedule, and still do anything | 
with the remaining time—especially 
since playing days are not spotted 
every other day, nor even regularly. 

They doubt that they could even 
sell half a schedule if they wanted 
to, and still they don’t want to lose 
out on baseball altogether. 

P. K. Wrigley, owner of the Na- 
tional League Cubs, has a somewhat 
different view on the matter. He | 
compares the set-up to Going to | 
Jerusalem game. The American | 
League, he says, have removed two | 





chairs in the game, and have only | 
Na- | 


three Icft, while the Cubs and 
tional League still have all five. 
Although reported as stating that 
he will refuse to play a City Series 
against the American League White 
Sox, Wrigley denies that he has even 
thought that far ahead, and would 
not take a definite stand on the mat- 
ter until he was sure his Cubs were 
out of next year’s World’s Series. 


WBBM Situation Odd 

However, in regard to Wrigley, the 
situation at WBBM is especially odd. 
It is generally known that Wrigley 
and Less Atlass, WBBM general 
manager and Columbia v.p., are too 
clese to let anything interfere with 
WBBM’s broadcasting of Cub games, 
yet if WBBM is not chosen as a sec- 
ond outlet by Kellogg, then the sta- 
tion is faced with the problem of 
having a lot of non-salable, or at 
least hard-to-sell, time on its hands. 

Attitude of the ball clubs has al- 
ways differed widely in regard to 
money and broadcasting. American 


| to work out. 
| WWd's 

with NBC, 
| will do Indie outlet, 


games, 





League, in so far as the Sox are con- 


cerned, have held to the attitude that | 
money for broadcasting rights is the | 
thing, and the biggest sum counts, | 
| time could not be cleared on its s‘s- 
iter station), 
| credited 
| Albany led the league in home paid 


whether it is to be had by one sia- 
tion broadcasting, or by a dozen 
Wrigley, with the Cubs, believes that 
broadcasting games makes for the 
good of the game, and of the indi- 
vidual teams. Thus, he would pre- 
fer that any and all stations be al- 
lowed to take all games, with money 
for rishts being no part of the con- 
sideration. 





Detroit, Dec. 21. 
Awarding of exclusive righis te 
Kellogg in Detroit leaves local 
Situach up a tree. As a result, looks 


like se.up for airing Detroit Tigers | 


games won't be completed for some! fact station there does not broadcast 
time. j; night games, ’tis said, and Trenton 
American League’s action in Chi-| nine will go on an all after-dark | 
cago last week puts White Star and| schedule June 1. Sunday contests at | 
General Mills, who jointly bank-| home are not aired anywhere in the 
rolled local airings last year, out oi| Eastern loop. Broadcasts of road 
the picture unless Kellogg exercises | games are ‘recreated’ in the studios. 
its option and permiis one or the ae an 
other sponsor a look-in. White Stat " 
particularly is understood to be Oklahoma City, Dec. 21. 
anxious to stay in the local basebal:| Oklahoma City Texas league base- 
picture, since it’s been footing the | ball club, which has in the past been 
b ll here past several years. As for| @Pposed to broadcasting of home 
General Mills, local outlets would | 5@mes, has signed with KFXR and 
just as leave not have it as bankrol]- | General Mills for 1938 broadcasting 


er. 
Cials last season. 

In the race for Joca] outlets for the | 
coniesis, it looks like a scramble al- 
though WWJ and WXYZ's state web, 


which aired games last season, ap- 
inside track this 


rear to have an 


,| ‘¢ams from Atlantic. 
pany had the broadcasting rights in 
a number of league cities this year | 
|and also the exclusive on the play- 








in view of trouble over commer- | 


time. WWJ, in particular, fizvures to 
vet in alright, especially in view 01 
Ty Tyson, vet baseball commentator, 
and fact station’s aired local con- 
tests for more than ten years, until 
last few years as sustainer. Also, in 
this connection, WX YZ’s network ap- 
pears to hold an upper hand in view 


of 


the 


its past etherizing of games ove! 
state, where local club draws 
plenty of shekels. It likewise has 
larry Heilmann, ex-Detroit Tiger 
star turned sports spieler, as bait. 
However, it seems coupla other 
stations here are also vying for air- 
ings, so setup may take some time 
Especially in view 
necessity for clearing 
if that station gets 
Still another phase is what WJBK 


last summer to air out-of-town Tiger 
hooked onto a secret source 
’em anyway. Although 


and aired 


WJBK lost its recent appeal to the | 
Western | 
Union to furnish station with wired | 
fanager James F. Hopkins | 
| similarly 
That WJBK may be given} 


FCC, seeking to compel 
reports, 
is still 
games. 
the away games—thereby making 
sure of only one local outlet for 
| away games if Hopkins should de- | 
cide to do as he did last season, is 
another possibility. 


undecided on next season’s 





Cleveland, Dec. 21. 


WCLE has obtained the exclusive | 
broadcasting rights to the 1938 sea- 


son’s games of the Cleveland Indians | 


for General Mills. Announcing as- 
signment for this series goes to Jack 
Graney, now exclusively working for | 
WHK, WCLE’s sister outlet. 


casts to WHK in the event of com- 
mercial program conflicts. 


ATLANTIC REFINING 





BUYS MINOR RIGHTS 





Albany, Dec. 21. 


Atlantic Refining has purchased | 


for $24,000 the rights to broadcast 
baseball games played by the Bing- 
hamton, Elmira, Trenton, Hazelton, 
Scranton and Williamsport clubs of 
the Eastern (formerly known as the 
New York-Penn) league, and has 
made an independent deal with the 
Wilkes-Barre team. Albany had al- 
ready signed with General Mills, 
‘Wheaties’ organization footed the 
bill for airing of all except the Sun- 
day contests of the locals last sea- 
son. (Goodrich Tire Company al- 


ternated with GM in the sponsorsh’p | 


during the latter half of the race.) 
First time baseball games had been 
broadcast in Albany (WOKO was the 
outlet, with WABY filling in when 


the air promotion was 
with hypoing attendance. 


admissions, 
a tail end outfit. 


Reported that Albany inked on the | 
| dotted line for an amount less than 


that to be received by the other 


Refining com- 


ofis, 
Trenton, like the other five clubs, 
will pull down $4090, despite the 


of both home 
| Club’s vice-president, 


and road games. 


E. J. Hum- 


phries stated inquiries he had made 
among other Texas league club own- 
ers who did air . ome games showed 





that gate receipts had actually been 
increased rather than decreased. 





P. A. Adopts Brevity 





A new publicity service— 
Sireamlined News—has_ been 
inaugurated by Larry Nixon, 
publicity chief for WNEW, 
New York, to halt complainis 
of radio editors that all pub- 
licity news is too long. 

Started Dec. 18, the _ initial 
copy covering entire day’s out- 

anding air snows, was con- 


ss than a page of 
typewritten copy. Included in 
the four topics covered, Nixon 
tabulated all dance music from 


densed into les 





ey 

} 
time | 
airings. | 


refused outright | 


despite the fact it had | 


5:30 p.m. until Milkman’s Mati- 
nee starting at 2 a.m. 


WJJD-KELLOGG DEAL 
DROPS ONE ANGLE 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 











Renewal of last year’s contract for | 


baseball broadcasting by Kellogg on 
WJJD here was signed last week by 
Ralph Atlass and N. W. Ayer agency. 
Last year’s contract ineluded 
parade of immortals, 
school—with whole campaign cost- 
ing $125,000. Next year’s will be 
exploited, but parade of 
immortals will be dropped. 





‘Mrs. O’Brien’s Boarding 


'Eouse’ Tested Via Theatre 


St. Louis, Dec. 21. 
To test the response and popularity 


pe its locally produced dramatic 
trip, ‘Mrs. O’Brien’s Boarding 
| House, KWK made a deal with 


Fanchon & Marco’s 5,000 seater Fox 
theatre for 2,000 matinee tickets. 
| Free admission was offered everyone 
writing to the show, aired daily at 
18:15 am., with only one ducat al- 


| eed for each letter containing a 


Deal with General Mills provides | stamped return envelope. 


for the switching of the ball broad- | 


| Ducat supply 
|exhausted after 


was completely 
several announce- 
ments. The cardboards_ entitled 
holders to attend ‘Mrs. O’Brien’s 
Theatre Party’ on Thursday (16) and 
Friday (17) between noon and 5 p.m. 
The screen features were ‘Souls at 
Sea’ and ‘The Jones Family.’ In ex- 
change for ducats the Fox theatre 
received gobs of mention during give 
away and also plugs for its Xmas 
show. 


Coughlin’s Stations 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 

Indie Hookup for Father Charles 
Coughlin’s resumption of Sunday af- 
ternoon chats almost completed, with 
22 outlets already signed. 

This total’s expected to be in- 
creased to at least 29 before priest 
hits ozone with first talk, tentatively 
set for Jan. 9, according to Leo Fitz- 
patrick, manager of WJR, who’s han- 
| dling setup. WJR will be the local 
| outlet, and hookup will hit major 
towns from New England to Denver. 

Total of 37 stations had been lined 
|up for priest’s talks, which originally 
were to begin in October but were 
cancelled by Coughlin after tiff with 
church authorities. As result many 
of outiets had set other programs be- 
fore priest decided two weeks ago 
to reiurn to air. 














Now It’s ‘Program Analyst’ 

St. Louis, Dec. 21. 
| Van Woodward, of KMOX script 
writing dept. has been assigned the 
duties of Program Analyst. 
‘preview’ every KMOX_ broadcast 
and report to C. G. ‘Tiny’ Renier, 
program director, his suggestions for 
possible improvements in 
structure and production. 
Woodward is a CBS script writer 








anu baseball | 


He will, 


Agencies—Sponsors 





Ruthrauff & Ryan optioned Ed- 
ward G. Robinson's ‘Big Town 
broadcast for another 13 weeks. Lever 
Bros. sponsors. 





Standard Brands gave ‘One Man's 
| Family’ a renewal in option stretches 
over a year’s time. 

William Esty agency continues the 
Jack Oakie broadcast for another 13 
weeks in the interests of Camel cig- 
gies. 





Studebaker is auditioning a Holly- 
wood variety show, with Paul Hoff- 
man, prez, handling direct. 


Lallemand’s Yeast is testing on 
CKNX, Wingham, with spots and a 
cash contest tie-in. Placed by As- 
sociated Broadcasting agency, Mon- 
ireal. 





‘Footnotes 
WIRE, Indianapolis, 
daily except Sunday, and sponsored 
by Geo. Marrott Shoe Store here. 
Contract peddled by Luke Walton, 
who is also writing the script for the 
show, using two announcers for the 
brief five minutes it's on. 


of the Day,’ now on 


for five minutes, 





Weland-cr-Quiet Co. and Listoe & 
Wold, Minneapolis and St. Paul un- 


dertaking firms, respectively, share 
a 15-minute Sunday night spot on 


KSTP, called ‘Beauty That Endures,’ 
Recently placed their account with 
Graves and Associates. 





Crosby Gaige’s 
‘Kitchen Cavalcade’ 


radio program 
sponsored by C. 


for another 13 weeks. 
Langendorf United Bakeries, 
of San Francisco, has switched its 
advertising account from J. Walter 
Thompson to Young & Rubicam, ef- 
fective Dec. 27. Langendorf pro- 
gram, ‘The Phantom Pilot’ (Don Lee 


Inc., 


R.’s Hollywood office. 


Purity Bakeries go to Campbell- 
Mithune agency first of the year. 








WSOC, Charlotte, N. C., has just 
added .o its schedule: Belk Brothers 
Department Store with a Santa Claus 
series: ‘Adventures of Sonny and 
Buddy,’ transcriptions, for Charlotte 
Seven-Up Bottling Company; Mus- 
terole, presenting Carson Robinson 
transcriptions, Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. Erwin Wasey Agency; 
Ginger and the Buffalo Boys, swing 
hill billies, twice weekly for Pepsi- 
Cola, 





Moser & Cotins has contracted for 
a series of five-minute morning spots 
in WOKO, Albany, for Peter Schuy- 
ler Cigars, Gene O’Haire handling 
program. One minute announce- 
ments had been used on same sta- 
tion to plug a new cigar manufac- 
tured by same company, Van Slyke 
& Horton, Kingston, N. Y. 

Leighton & Nelson has-spotted a 
series of Christmas Day programs on 
WGY, including a quarter-hour of 
‘Christmas Greetings,’ for Caruson, 
Rinella, Battaglia Fruit Company 
Albany; a half-hour of ‘Christmas 
Serenade’ by Gordie Randall’s or- 
chestra for W. M. Whitney & Co.. 
Albany department store, and a five- 





minute ‘Christmas Message,’ for 
Morris Plan Industrial Bank of 
Schenectady. 

National Biscuit Co. placing 15- 


minute dise of ‘Dan Harding’s Wife,’ 
five times weekly, vver WWJ, De- 
iroit. 





American Tobacco Co. placing 15- 
minute dises of Dorothy Thompson 
over WWJ, Detroit, on Sundays. 





program | 


Pet Milk has given 26-week re- 
| Rewal of its 15-minute daily ‘Polish 
| Varieties’ program over WJBK, De- 
| 


troit. It’s start of sixth year for 

and has had several years experience! show on WJBkK. Herbert Mertz 
in production. string ensemble continues. Placed 
| —_—__—__—_—— throuth Gardner agency. 
Eye-Giver on Radio Uncle Nick of WJBK’s ‘Children 
New Orleans, Dec. 21. Hour’ is conducting series of ‘Teen 

John W. Amos, 68, who made the | Age Amateur Hours’ from stages of 
Pts pages and newsreels when nabe theatres, half-hour shows be- 
he sacrificed his eye that his young | ing aired twice weekly over WJBK. 
friend, Frank Chabina, 19, could see, | with Sally’s Furs bankrolling. 
left Saturday (18) for New York emeenememee 


for further fame and a bit of for- 
|tune. Within the next few days 
ihe will appear over a national hook- 


up on the ‘We the People’ broad- | 


| cast. 

He was accompanied by Benjamin 
| F. Hay, Item-Tribune reporter, who | 
n|was the first to report the aged 
|man’s unselfish act. 





Yankee-Colonial Networks, 
|ton-New England, new biz: 
| Boston Molasses Co., 13 participa- 
tions in Gretchen McMullen’s House- 
Co. program. Franklin P. Shumway 
0. 
Peter Paul, Inc., Naugatuck, Conn. 
(Candy Bars), sticking the WICC, | 
Bridgeport, Conn., 


Bos- 











F. Mueller has been renewed on NBC | 





| Wis., 


Network), will be produced by Y. & | 


| Meade’s Household Headlines, 





word spots, through Platt & Forbes, 
Inc. 


J. L. Prescott Co., Passaic, N. J, 


(Polishes), staris January 3 with a 
renewal of 29 100-word spots, on 
WEAN, Providence, Chambers & 


Wiswell, Inc., placed. 
Kay Jewelry Co., pushing big with 
8 fifteen minute radio binvo games: 
Kay Gift Game. Ad-Master's, Inc., 
placed on WEAN, Providence. 
Cit-zens’ Savings Bank, Providence, 


using 13 fifteen minute wax shows: 
Captains of Industry, placed through 
Criterion Radio Productions, Boston, 


on WEAN. 

G. W. Van Slyke & Hoston, Inc., 
Kingston, N. Y., using eight five min- 
ute frames to puff out for S noke>’s 
Requisites. Placed through Moser & 
Cotins, on WEAN, 


De Rouville Agency of Albany has 
taken evening time on WGY, Schen- 
ectady, for 11 five-minute dramatized 


shots, ‘Life’s Emergencies,’ for Up- 
state Personal Loan Company, on 
once-weekly sked 





Christian Heurich Brewing Co., 


five nights a week over NBC, Wash- 
ington, with new ‘Modern Music 
Maestro’s’ program, plus ‘Odd Fac,s, 


used by the beer merchants in their 


| newspaper and other advertising. 


WHO, Des Moines, new biz: 

J. A. Folgers & Co., through Black- 
ett- Sample -Hummert, new or-der, 
‘Judy and Jane’ quarter-hour Mon- 
day through Friday. 

Compagnie Parisienne, Inc., San 
Antonio, through Norihwesi Radio 
Advertising Co. of Seatile, 13 periods 
of five minutes, 

Murphy Products Co., Burlington, 
through Wade agency, Chicago, 
beginning March 5, 1938. Renewal of 


| half hour of Sunset Corners Frolic 


live talent show. 





Spreckels - Russel] Dairy Co. 
through Lyon Agency, signed for 


| 52 weekly half-hour broadcasts over 


KFRC, San Francisco. Shows, tabbed 
‘Housewarming,’ will use live talent 
and will salute a different section of 
the city each week. Sam Moore, 
emcee, Bob Bence, comic, and Chese 
ter Smith’s ork spotted on the shows, 





Lewis Howe Co. (N-R tablets), 
through Stack-Goble, Chicago. spote 
ting 572 announcements on KFRC, 
San Francisco, over one-year 
period, 


a 





Sperry Flour js moving its five- 
day-a-week afternoon program to 
the 1:30 to 2:00 p.m. PST spot on the 
NBC Coast Red web Jan. 3 and plac- 
ing its ‘Gloria Gale’ dramatic show 
in the opening quarter-hour period, 
instead of the second, Latter half of 
the 30-minute program will continue 
to use ‘Blue Chasers,’ tyro acts from 
Benny Walker’s Homes‘ead Amateur 
Hour on KGO, San Francisco, on 
Mondays; contralto Hazel Warner, 
organist Charles Runyan and violin- 
ist, Tuesdays and Thursdays; Martha 
Wed- 
nesdays and Fridays. Programs, 
which originate in San Francisco, 
were formerly aired at 2:30 p.m. 





Benton & Bowles has placed with 
KYW, Philly, renewal of termer for 
10 one-minute plugs a week for C-1- 





gate - Palmolive - Peet. Account is 
Concentrated Super Suds. 
WHBF, Rock Island, Il., has ped- 


died its schedule of remote pickups 
of basketball games to R. I. Lumber 
Co. Sked embraces four games from 
Davenport High, six from Moline 
High, seven from Rock Island High 
and nine from Augustana College. 





Montana Power Co. has bought an 
hour on KGVO, Missoula. for special 
Christmas Day dramatization broad- 
cast. 

Gdynia America’ Line, Polish 
steamship company, has bought a 
late-night half-hour on WMCA,N.Y., 
Christmas Eve for a singing session 
of seasonal Polish carols. 





Nelson Program Ballys 
All-Night Hoofing Rally 


Ray Nelson who conducts an all- 
night program over WEVD. New 
York, has hired a hall, Noble Sissle’s 
band and an alternating rhumba or- 
chestra and is promoting -a New 
Year’s eve dance for his radio listen- 


ers. It'll marathon from 9 p.m. to 
5 a.m. 
At 3 a.m. they'll all pause and 


lines with 28 100-' g0 to town on the Big Apple. 
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EDITORIAL CRUSADE ON AIR 

















Radio Daffodils 


San Antonio—WOAI joins the parade of radio stations broadcasting the 
sound of their old antenna falling to the ground. Eye-witness descrip- 
tions of the plunge of steelwork appeals strongly to brodcasters sense of 
the dramatic. 

St. Paul—WCCO, St. Paul-Minneapolis CBS affiliate, is first Twin 
Cities station to complete arrangements with the musicians local for a 
staff band. Staff orchestra, uncer Wallie Olson, started drawing salaries 
Sunday (19), but were given their first day of work off, with pay. 

Macon, Ga.—One WMAZ e2dvertiser buys 100-word announcements but 
writes his own commercial copy which contains only 11 
cafeteria—if you would have everything on the table nice.’ 


words: 


New York City—Columbia web announcer Charley Stark has christened 
his fortnight-old son, Charles Berry Stark. Youngster’s initials thus 
become CBS. 

Norfolk—Competing Santa Clus programs, two of which are sponsored 
bv branches of the same firm, are headaches to parents trying to keep the 
little ones straight on St. Nick. Sears-Roebuck in Norfolk 


+ 





‘Macon | 


uses WTAR, | 


while same firm’s branch in Newport News across bay uses WGH. Latter | 4 an Sonne ; 
| Bickford, vitriolic Editor-in-Chief of 
|the Yankee-Colonial Network News 


station also has a Santa Claus program from Smith and Welton. All three 


warring Santas air between 6 and 7, 


ing interviewed by Tom Smith at WPEN last Thursday, Gab concerned 
itself with importance of time. 

‘Life itself is just time,’ Ingersoll declared. 
of the universe.’ 

Program ran more than a minute over its skedded quarter hour. 


‘Time is the very vital force 


New York City—M. H. H. Joachim, producer of ‘Unseen Friend’ (Bene- 


ficial Loan) on CBS, often decides on casting via flip of a coin. Resorts 
to method when undecided which of several actors to place im a part after 
both have read dozen times or so. Actors call their fates as the silver 
piece flies. 


Duluth—Anonymous heckler who writes on perfumed stationery and 
monogrammed is making life miserable these days for KDAL’s announcers. 
Spielers tremble every time the postman rings twice, because heckler calls 
her shots with infallible accuracy. 

Now the lads are wondering whether the fact that perfumed monogram 
initials are identical to Dalton A. LeMasurier’s, KDAL’s owner, is just 
coincidence, 





Portland, Ore.—Stag baby shower was given by station employees of 
KGW-KEX for Carey Jennings, manager. Carey isn't father 
expects to be one of these days pretty soon. 


Chicago—New show doing a five-a-week on WJJD is from County 
jail cell block and consists of interviews of prisoners by Sheriff Toman 
and Lewis C. Barnet, psychologist. 


Macon, Ga.—Five announcers of WMAZ hired by Retail Merchants’ Assn. 
to stroll around streets as ‘mystery men’ giving shiny 50-cent pieces to 
startled citizens. 


New York City—-WMCA this week starts program» called ‘Rhyme 
Doctor,’ with Peter Maxwell answering emotion perplexities in verse, 





Washington—Carlton Smith, NBC’s presidential announcer, is so time- 
conscious that he carries three watches, EST, CST and PST, depending 
upon where he (und President Roosevelt) are stopping. Also carries a 
stop-watch. 





New York City—NBEC Artists Service planned a publicity coup by whip- 
ping up an article on Haven MacQuarrie’s opinion of a perfect kiss, which 
is quoted pontifically as: ... ‘executed with the eyes open. When you 
close your eyes, you are subconsciously avoiding realities; you are men- 
tally pretending to be kissing some one else.’ To secure some art to dress 
up the article, MacQuarrie directed two NBC Artists’ Service contactees, 
Jean Sablon and Patricia Ryan, in the art of kissing. Still shots caught 
the pair in the approach, embrace and buss. When the films were de- 
veloped it was discovered that Miss Ryan had closed her eyes at the big 
moment. 


Buffalo—Snowdrifts barred engineers Howard Wertz and Henry Kohl- 
brenner from the WGR-WKBW transmitter. Operator of a private snow- 


plow came along but wasn’t accommodating. Boys worked out a deal to 
buy his services and pay him off in spot announcements. 


‘DIVORCE’ SHOW DROPS! KTOK’s NUISANCE suIT 
McCLATCHY STATIONS “7°, Atees, proreets, Depreciat 








Oklahoma City, Dec. 21. 
Local station KTOK is on the re- 
ceiving end of an $8,000 suit by its 
next-door neighbors, Mr. and 


San Francisco, Dec. 21. 
‘I Want a Divorce,’ twice-weekly 
script show sponsored by Sussman 
& Wormser for S & W coffee and 


copyrighted by Emil Brisacher &]| Avery Harris, who allege that noise 
Staff, agency, will drop its Thurs- | from the station has caused them in- 
day night broadcast over the coast |convenience, loss of sleep, loss of 
NBC-Red web, effective Jan. 20, but; peace of mind and depreciation of 


the value of their house. 
Harris home is but six feet away 
from studios of KTOK. 


will continue the Sunday night pro- 
gram over the basic coast Red. 
Four McClatchy outlets in Cali- 


fornia will be dropped from the Sun-|on the witness stand testified that 
day airing starting Jan. 9. the 6:30 am. program of KTOK, 


‘The Barnyard Boys’ was the worst 
‘pain in the neck.’ A real estate 
man for the plaintiff stated the Har- 





Fahrney May Use Spot 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Al Marin has signatured for an- 
other year’s term as advertising di- 
rector of the Fahrney Medical firm 
here. 
Understood the med company is 
planning a hop in the use of radio 





KTOK was built and that it is worth 
onlv $1,500 now. 

District court 
favor of KTOK. 


} 





especially on foreign language items. '  WDOD, Chattanooga. 


;out New 
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nN SHEPARD dd 
IN BOLO MOVE 


Frankly Takes Sides in Po- 
litical Issues—Follow-Uns 
Broadcasts with Letters to 
Civic Organizations 





FIGHTS DOG RACES 


Boston, Dec. 21. 


John Shepard, 3rd, is apparently 
going into a sideline of becoming a 
legislative lobbyist through his 


Yankee and 
utilizing as his 


Colonial Networks, 
mouthp-ece, Leland 


Services. In recent months, Bick- | 


Philadelphia—Charles H. Ingersoll, daddy of the $1 timepiece, was be- | ford has exposed public rackets, one 


of which necessitated bodyguards for 
his family. 

‘Crusade’ has become systematized. 
Each evening the news services plant 
an editorial into the news _ broad- 
cast. This is followed up by a direct 
mailing service to over 900 civic, fia- 
ternal and social agencies through- 
England. Each week a 
letter is sent out explaining the 
Yankee-Colonial action and view- 
point, 

Letter 


First letter which Bickford sent | 
out read: ‘In accordance with the 
many pledges which I have made 
from public platforms throughout 
the state, and wiih.the sanction and 
approval of John Shepard, 3rd, 
president of the Yankee and Colonial 


| Networks, this is the first of a series 


yet, but | 





of periodic reports which will be 
mailed you concerning imporiant 
measures and how the Representa- 
tives and Senators vote theresn. The 
purpose is to create a closer under- 
standing of the true conditions which 
exist in Massachusetts with a view 
toward ridding the state of gangdom, 
corrupt politicians, and other unde- 
sirables which will ultimately re- 
duce the tax rate by a substantial 
figure, and restore good gove-nment 
to the Commonwealth. It is hored 
that you will bring these reports to 
the attention of your clubs, and that 
through this medium, the proper ef- 
fect may be accomplished. 


‘As has been stated by the writer 
and the -Colonial and Yankee Net- 
work News Services many times, the 
most vicious racket ever to cen‘er 
in Massachusetis is dog racing. The 
initiative petitions which might place 
dog racing upon the ballot, as de- 


+2 
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manded by law when it was passed 
in 1934, have not only been chal- | 
lenged, but every conceivable trick | 
has been used to prevent the right | 
of public expression upon this in- | 
sidious racket. *Therefore, the most 
effective method which may bring 
about its abolition is the passage of 
Senate Bill Number 29, which has 
been filed by Senator Johnson for 
John Shepard, 3rd. Even placing 
this matter upon a referendum will 
mean that this racket will be per- 
mitted to operate for another year. 

‘The passage of this bill at the 
coming session of the Legislature 
will place an end to dog racing, and 
with its demise, many of the unde- 
sirables will go out of the state along 
with it. We ask you to support th S | 





| bill, and to inform your Representa- | 


Mrs. | 


accomplishment. Th 


Mrs. Harris | 


tives and Senators at the 
time, to also support it 
is Only one of the 


proper 
Dog racing 
many rackets | 
which must be elimirated. All must | 
be treated jndividually for complete | 
only one! 


yf the many b Hs which involve your 
welfare and the welfare of the Com- 
monwealih will be called to your at- 
| tention, and with the opening of t} e | 
i'next Le ative session, reports on 


ris property was worth $2,500 before | 


jury declared in 
{and to restore 
| form 
WNOX, Knoxville, has added an-| law and order. 
on a spot basis this coming annum, | nouncer Gaylord MacPherson, from’ with complete information, we can- 


of the House 
important pro- 


placed in your 


the vote of all members 
and Senate on these 
posals will also be 
hands. 
‘We ask you to stand with us in an 
attempt to r'd the state of rackeis, 
n its most complete 
decency in government, and 
Working as a unit 


not fail to bring about these prin- 


ito Southern 


Campbell-Ewald 


Circularize Advertising 


Push Legit Show 


Biz to Drum Up Trade for 


‘One Thing After Another’ 





Wrigley Rebuttal 


Dec. 21 
meeting of 


Chicago, 
At a dinner radio 


executives and baseball = an- 


nouncers called by P. K. Wrig- 
ley Thursday (16), he passed 
out copies of Variety, calling 


special attention to story which 
told about another dinner meet- 
ing—one at which radio execs 
blamed sponsors for stupid pro- 


grams. 
Said he wished Variety had 
told how tne producer who 


called other meeting has pushed 
him around a couple years 
Producer denied everything. 
Swore he'd only seen Wrigley 
twice that whole seison. 


ago. 











Albers Commerciai Part 


Of Opera House Ballvhoo 
For East-West Big Game 


San Francisco, Dec. 21. 

Buildup for the New Year’s Day 
East-West football game to be played 
for the benefit of the Shriners Hos- 
pital for Crippled Children here is 
being broadcast from the War 
Memorial Opera House tonight, with 
KYA airing the 8 to 9:10 p.m. por- 
tion of the three and a half hour 
show and -WBC’s coast Red web re- 
leasing the program starting at 9:30. 
Albers Bros. -Mtting Company musi- 
cal, ‘Good Morning Tonite,’ a weekly 
NBC commercial, will be aired from 
the opera house stage as part of the 
pre-game rally. 

Hotel and niterie acts and Shrine 
musical units will be heard in the 
KYA _ portion, with civic biggies, 
Shriners, game _ officials, coaches, 
players, and a dozen or more NBC 
entertainers participating in the re- 
mainder. Don Thompson, Dick El- 
lers and Cliff Engle will share the 
emcee spot for NBC. Rally is an an- 
nual event. Lloyd E. Yoder, KPO- 
KGO manager, heads the committee 
in charge of the entertainment, 


Honolulu High School Gets 
1-Time Sponsor for KIRO 


Seattle, Dec. 21. 


Deciding to make a sustainer of 
football game between local team 
und McKinley High (barefooters) 
from Honolulu, Art Gorman com. 
mgr. KIRO at last minute peddled it 
Pacific railway and 





called in special adman for railroad, | 


for spiel between quarters. 
Maury Rider, special events for 
KIRO, helped. 


WIPES SPONSOR FROWN 


Response To Stunts Changes 
Course of An Account 
Boston, Dec. 21. 

Couple giveaway stunts converted 
the vox pop show bankrolled by 
Lady Lillian cosmetics on WEEI 
from a flop into an overnight click. 
The account, Northeastern Labora- 
tories, Inc., had exercised 
a four-week c: when the 
offer of $5 fo! stion used 
and the concealment of similar bills 
in sample manicure sets started a 
mail-pull of heavy, proportions, Not 
only was the cancellation, which be- 


already 
ncellation 
each que 


effective Monday 


cinded, but 


came 


ihe station vot a juicier 


contract than the original. 


Amount given away for question 
used is $30 while the other five i 
secreted in one of the six manicure 


|; sets handed out to that number of 
| femmes 


interviewed by 
Hart, conductor of the 
weekly frame, ‘The 
of View.’ 


Elizabeth 
account’s 
Woman's Point 


ciples which not only involve our- 
selves, but our children and our ch'l- 
dren’s children, upon whose shou'd- 
ers will fall the duties of keeping 
clean government of tomorrow,’ 


The | 


(20), re-| 
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Detroit, Dec. 21 


Radio advertising men 
country last 


sind the 
week received a mes- 
age on Campbell-Ewald agency sta- 
tionery asking them to buy advance 
show opening in 
finanre 1 by H. T 


tickets on a legit 


New York 


and 


Ewald, R. K. White, R. H. Crooker 
and Joe Neebe. 
It was a sales, thouvth personal- 


blank en- 
Letter was as follows: 
‘Believe it or not. H. T. Ewald, R 
H. Crooker, R. K. White, Joe Neebe 
and some other friends are financing 
a plav! (No press release revarding 
the backers, please.) It’s a- farce 


ized, letter, with an orcer 
closed. 





|comedy entitled ‘One Thing After 
. 

| Another,’ by Sheldon Noble, and 
}onens at the Fulton theatre, Wesi 


46th street, just. off Broadway, on 
| Tuesday night, Dec. 28. 

| ‘Being advertising men and 

| promotion minded, it seemed natural 
| for us to do something that has per- 
| haps never been done before in the 
theatre. Therefore, in putting this 
|new ‘product’ on the market we're 
| hoping to accelerate its success by a 


sales 


j little sales p*motien with our 
| friends—hence this letter. 

‘We, personally, will be most 
grateful to you if you would con- 


sider yourself a Committee of One 
to do a little missionary work in our 
interest to stimulate advance seat 
Will you? 

‘If you’re in the mood for an eve- 
ning of laughs, organize a theatre 
party, using the enclosed return 
order form to secure your scats. 
After receipt of the same, tovsether 
with your check, we will send you 
the tickets. The best will 
|naturally go to those whose orders 
come in first. 

‘Show the little woman, your 
friends and business associates, or 
your employes a good time by tak’ng 
or sending them to ‘One Thing 
After Another. Here’s the most 
amazing offer in histrionic history. 
A belly laugh a minute. Dull care 
socked in the kisser. Rousing revelry 
at the Mirabar—the latest thine in 
mirrors and cocktail bars. All yours 
at the sensationally low delivered 
prices, including tax. The only 
complete 85-h.p. laugh show in the 
low-price field. Reach for your pen 
and check book NOW. Send the 
order form and check by return 
;mail. Satisfaction suaranteed or 
your money back. (Try and get it!) 

‘Yours for a smash hit.’ 

Letter sent to the radio men was 
signatured by Garfield C. Poekord, 
who is radio time buyer for the 
| Campbell-Ewald avency. For that 
|} reason, it is understood that the let- 
| ters to newspapers, outdoors adver- 
tising firms, magazines, merchandis- 
jing outfits, ete., were signaturcd by 
|the department heads who ¢o the 
Campbell-Ewald nurchasing for 
| those resnective fields. 

(Walter Craig, freelance’ radio 
| Prasueet. is the nominal prescn‘er 
|of ‘One Thing After Another.’ Shel- 
‘don Noble is a Detroit bank exec.) 


sales. 


sea‘s 





Bicycle and Pinochle 
Club Back for More 








After a year and a half of in- 
activity, the Royal Bengal Bi-vcle 
end Pinochle Club has been revived. 


Membership is composed of paper 


(not brass) hats from ad azvencies, 
geniuses from the networks’ sles 
promotion and press departments, 
and graduate boy scout I nes 


lare held each Friday afterno°n in 
|Tim Costello’s saloon on Third avee 
nue. 

Club has only two rules: Members 
i}must not ride bicycles to meer’inegs 
| because of the danger of c¢ ]'ding 
with L pillars: and every third one 
s on the house. 

There are no dues, no officers. ne 


minutes kept, and no mem' hip 
pins_or cards. The club w'" not 
form a glee club nor walk in 


| parades. 
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Sales Managers Own Organization 


Dotted Line Boys Plenty Bored by N.A.B.—Demand | 


! another. 


Parent Body Grant Certain Privileges ‘Or Else’ 


+ 
Chicago, Dec. 21. Joy Is So Cheap 

At meeting held here Thursday a 

(16) the Commercial Managers 
, 2ata ar * -¢ > as the 

division of National Association of Rated around the trade as the 
Broadcasters told NAB. in effect, to height or depth of something is 

roaacasters NZ : ’ : Aes fet Seichite firemen 
gq for a swim, formed their own or- ms one he. perv We ne oe ay 
ganization to be known as Broad- phen al ve a re an tua, 
casters Sales Managers Association, (NBC) last ace! night = 
and decided that they will operate In return for a label off a bottle 


entirely independent of NAB unless 
it agrees to certain specific stipula- 
tions. 


These stipulations are that (1) 
they, themselves, elect a member of 
the NAB Board, and (2) that any 


discussions of any phase of commer- 
cial radio in or by NAB will be done 
by themselves exclusively, and not| 
by anyone else. 

Unless, the mother ontaninetion! 
will agree to these rulings to the 
letter, the commercial managers will | 
not, under any conditions, remain as 
a part of it. They will, instead, 
operate as an organization by them- 
selves, independent of any other, and 





not caring what happens to NAB 
from then on. 
While official releases sent out 


were cloaked in the polite phrases of 
a Japanese apology, these are the 
facts of the meeting, and the opinions 
given in it. From members expres- 
sions it is quite evident they feel that 
NAB has grown top heavy, and be- 
come unweildy because it pretends 
to cover nationally every scope of the 
business. 

It also would seem that the com- 
mercial managers feel that NAB 
cannot last much longer as an or- 
ganization, and their intentions are 
to have their own organization al- 


(Continued on page 38) 


PLUS ON EDUCATIONALS 


WSOC, Charlotte Alse Signs Off 
With ‘Star Spangled Banner’ 











Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 21. 
Two Charlotte stations—WBT and 
WSOC—have gone educational, with 
five colleges, one high school, two 
parent-teacher associations and sev- 
eral other organizations now broad- 
casting regularly over the stations. 
In most instances the programs 
originate on the two campuses and 
are handled over remote facilities. 
Davidson college, near Charlotte; 
Johnston C. Smith University, Char- 
lotte negro school; Winthrop college, 
Rock Hill; Queens-Chicora College, 
Charlotte, and Wofford College, 
Spartanburg, all are on regularly 
from the two stations here. 


Salt Lake Duo Signs 


Salt Lake City, Dec. 21. 

Selt Lake City’s two major radio 
chain affiliates; KDYL (NBC) and 
KSL (CBS) will spend about $80,- 
000 in the next two years for regu- 
larly employed staff musicians. Con- 
tracts binding KDYL and KSL to 
employ members of the Salt Lake 
Federated Musicians were dot-lined 
Thursday (16) by Earl J. Glade, Sr.., 
and S. S. Fox, resepectively, and 
James Foley, secretary of the local 
musicians’ union. 

KSL will employ 15 musicians, 
with Gene Halliday and Bill Hardi- 
man co-conductors. By Woodbury 
will baton the nine-piece KDYL out- 
fit. 











Higgins with Fizdale 
Don Higgins, recently publicity 
chief for CBS in New York, this 
week joins Tom Fizdale’s indie praise 
bureau. 


Outfit is the one which Bob Tap- 
linger started and sold to Fizdale 
upon joining Warner Bros. on the 











Coast early this autumn. 


Tent Rep Actor Joins WHO 
Des Moines, Dec. 21. 
Cliff Carl, character comedian with | 
tent rep companies in the middle-| 
west, has joined station WHO, Des} 


| 


Moines, for ‘Coffee Pot Inn,’ ‘Pappy’s | 


Matinee’ and ‘Sunset Corners Frolic’ 
programs. 


Carl has been in stock work since| Payroll of Gimbel 
| which he plugs in his characteriza- 


1926 with such companies as the Guy 
Caufman Players, Hunt Stock com- 
pany. Ward Hatcher Players and Til- 
ton-Guthrie Players. He comes to 
WHO from the Aulger’ Brothers 
Stock company. 





Francis Pettah, WKRC, Cincinnati, 
back behind the mike after an 
eanpesauan. 





of the product, read the com- 
mercial, ‘Irene Rich will mail 
you her personal Christmas and 
New Year's greeting card.’ 

Wags were suggesting carry- 
ing the offer further to include 
a telephone call from Miss Rich 
for a cartoon, a personal visit 
for a carload. 











CBS FILES AMENDMENT 
COVERING PALEY PAY 


Additional compensation of Wil- 
liam S. Paley, president of Cotumbia 
Broadcasting System, and the net- 
work, is scaled according to rising 
profits in placing of the original per- 
centage basis, according to an amend- 
ment to the company’s registration 
statement filed with the Securities & 
Exchange Commission and an- 
nounced last week. Amendment pro- 
vides that the term of employment 
is to end Dec. 31, 1940, instead of 
Dec. 31, 1939. By the change in per- 
centage scaling, Paley would have 
added compensation reduced as com- 
pared with the old schedule when 
net profits rise above $2,000,000. 

Further amendment prevides that 
additional compensation shall be 5% 
of annual consolidated net profits of 
network and subsids up to $1,000,000, 
plus 4% of next $1,000,000 of such 
profits, plus 3% of next $1,000,000 of 
such, plus 2% of the sum by which 
net profits exceed $3,000,000. 

Figured on the basis that consoli- 
dated net profit for a year is $4,000,- 
000, added compensation for Paley 
would be $140,000 per annum. 

Before this modification, agree- 
ment read ‘as additional compensa- 
tion Columbia agrees to pay and/or 
cause its subsidiaries to pay to Mr. 
Paley 242% of the amount of annual 
consolidated net profits of Columbia 
and its subsidiaries up to $600,000, 
plus 5% of the sum by which net 
profits shall exceed $600,000 annu- 
ally.’ Under this pact, $4,000,000 net, 
would have brought added compen- 
sation of about $185,000 annually. 
CBS showed $3,053,416 for the first 
three quarters this year. 

CBS yesterday (Tuesday) an- 
nounced it anticipates a gross billing 
for December of $2,900,000 or there- 
abouts, an all-time tall take. Pre- 
vious monthly high was Oct., 36, 
with $2,754,000. 

Columbia also figures its full °37 
gross at better than $28,800,000, all- 
time high for any single network. 
The °36 gross was $22,168,148. 





Paley Foliows Lohr 





Washington, Dec. 21. 
Parade of radio bigshots over the 
White House threshold continued 
this week. 
Latest broadcast industry caller at 
the executive offices was William S. 
Paley, president of CBS, who Mon- 


day (20) followed Lenox R. Lohr, 
head of NBC, into the President's 


sanctum by less than a week. Thus, 
both webs have had audiences with 
the Great White Father. 


Like Lohr’s, Paley’s call was de- | 
‘merely so- | technicians demanded a contract and 


scribed by attaches as 
cial.’ 
Few weeks ago David 


guest list. 
Uncle WIP Scrams 
Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 
Willard, Jr.. WIP’s ‘Uncle 


Wip’ for the past six years, has re- 
signed, effective Jan. 2. Money boost 


James 


failure of management caused him 
to quit, Willard said. He was on 
Brothers store, 


tion, not on the pay roll of WIP it- 
self, which is owned as a subsid by 
Gimbels. 

After lengthy bickering with Ar- 
thur Kauffman, Gimbel, prez, and 
David Arons, ad manager, 
tossed in the’ sponge. 





Kauffman 





Actors’ Scale 








(Continued from page 25) 





derstood to be slightly higher than 
those for actors. 








Actors may double, but for other 
parts full rates prevail. There are 
to be no free auditions, and all 


‘benefit’ performances are to be sub- | 
|mitted to the AFRA board for ap- 
There are also rates for re- | 
| Meredith. 
' Brother Leo declared last week in a San Francisco talk at the Western 


proval. 


| cordings. 


Negotiations with advertising 


|agencies are due to start this week 


after the executive board has de- | 
cided tomorrow (23) whether to ne- 
sotiate with individual agencies or 
the American Association of Adver- | 
tising Agencies. } 

Letter sent last week by Joseph | 
N. Weber, prez of the American | 
Federation of Musicians, to leaders | 
of traveling bands called for all | 
singers and specialty acts with such 
outfits to join the American Fed- 
eration of Actors, but it did not di- 
rectly concern the AFRA. However, | 
it is thought likely that AFRA may | 


Rates for singers are un-| 


| 
| 


i 
| 


| from the stage, actors and the audience, 
| complex to adapt to the intimacy of the radio, he said in referring to 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Shakespeare will ‘arrive’ on the radio with television but even then 
not completely, in the opinion of Brother Leo, professor of literature 
at St. Mary’s College and noted Shakespearian authority... Reason for 
this, he declared, is that Shakespeare’s dramas are inadequate apart 
The art of Shakespeare is too 





recent productions of Shakespeare on the air by NBC and CBS. 

‘The productions were far from satisfying, chiefly because of the in- 
competence of the actors—Frank Morgan, Rosalind Russell and Burgess 
None has had sufficient training in Shakespearian acting,’ 


Women’s Club. 


S. E. Frost, Jr.. who has been prominent in education radio conferences, 


| has compiled and the University of Chicago Press has published ($4) a 


detailed biographical encyclopedia of all the 202 radio licenses issued since 
1921 in the name of colleges, schools, academies, etc. Of this number, 
only 38 now operate. 

Frost in assembling the data has taken conjecture into the reservation 
of known fact. It appears that lack of finances and lack of faculty and 
general support is the chief reason for the lapsing of licenses. Meanwhile 


|number 17 of the paperbacks issued by the National Advisory Council on 
| Radio In Education deals with ‘School Broadcasting In Great Britain.’ 





Tom Smith, program director of WPEN, Philadelphia, doing a nifty 


be able to work out such a co-op-| Sizzle act over what he alleges are ‘inside sources’ at the station trying to 


erative agreement with Weber if | 
such a step becomes necessary. So 
far no action toward that end has 
been taken and none is planned. 

AFRA will not move for recogni- 
tion from the networks or submit 
its wage requirements until Mrs. 
Emily Holt, executive secretary, re- | 
turns from the Coast. Primary pur- 
pose of her presence there, it is un- 
derstood, is to iron out several com- 
plications within the local chapter. 
Recent resignation of Norman Field 
as secretary of the Los Angeles local 
is believed to have threatened a split 
in the organization there, Figured 
Mrs. Holt will seek to have Field 
reconsider his resignation and will 
otherwise try to soothe ruffled feel- 
ings. Present is considered a particu- 
larly embarrassing time for a scrap 
within the AFRA ranks. 

Seattle chapter of AFRA_ was 
launched last week by Margaret 
Speaks, national board member, who 
was in that city on a concert date, 
and Vic Connors, AFRA organizer. 
She addressed a meeting attended 
by about 40 radio artists, with all 
major stations represented. Another 
meeting was held Monday (20) to 
complete the organization. Seattle is 
included in the northwest local. 

American Radio Telegraphists’ As- 
sociation, which is CIO affiliated, is 
waiting the decision of American 
Guild of Radio Announcers 2a Pre 
ducers regarding the latter’s choice 
of future affiliation with the CIO or 
AFL before campaigning against 
New York stations not signed with 
technician group. Guild is now tak- 
ing a poll among its members on 
their choice of union alignment. De- 
cision is expected within a month 
and, if favorable to CIO, will 
strengthen ARTA by combination 
with announcers. 

(AFL controls other talent through 
American Federation of Radio 
Actors.) 








Washington, Dec. 21, 
Unionization wave hit Washington 
radio stations for the second time 
last week when NBC announcers at 
the two local web outlets, WMAL 





and WRC, tossed in their chips with 
the American Federation of Radio | 
Artists. All mikemen for the two 
stations signed up with the Federa- | 
tion of Labor subsidiary but post- 
poned moving in on execs for either | 
recognition or improved working | 
conditions. Are waiting until other | 
NBC-owned and operated stations | 
are organized. 

Local crew did not immediately | 
set up a chapter, merely initialing 
membership papers in the national 
union. 

Few weeks ago sit-down strike 
took WOL, Capital’s Mutual outlet, | 
off the air for several hours when 


| refused to throw the switches until | 


Sarnoff, | Management came 
RCA prexy, was on the White House | lumbia’s D. C. transmitter, WJSV, 


and American 





Willard 


blandly admitted he liked Amos °n’ 


Andy better anyhow. 


to terms. Co-! 
has escaped any trouble because of 
the general tiff between the web 
Radio Telegraphists’ 
Association over how collective bar- | 
gaining shall be conducted, 





‘Popeye’ Sponsored 


King Features yesterday 


air show. 
mert is the ad agency with actual | 


deal made direct by King Features. | local says he has ‘done everything 
| possible’ to bring about a settlement 
,and any future action to be taken | an 


No arrangements have been made 
on air outlet, but it will go on coast- 
to-coast network, probably not be- | 
fore late spring. Popeye was spon- 
sored by Wheatena, going off air 
last March. 


;}on at confab with Ben Gimbel, sta- 
| Thursday to iron out rest of contract. 


ition are ClOers. They formerly be-| 
| longed 


Seattle Hems and Haws 


| blotter needed on the KVI pact, the 


jand KOL 
(Tues.) John Henrys, 
sold Popeye, the Sailor strip to Joe | oUt might be ironed out satisfactorily | 
Lowe, licensors of Popsicle, for an | S¢emed possible. 
Blackett, Sample & Hum- | will sign is less clear. 


break him down. 

Blew off in a hot letter to Cecil Pennyfeather, Philly Record colyumist, 
accusing scribbler of being in on the ‘conspiracy’ because in his pillar one 
day he called Ralph Borelli program director. 

What he didn’t know was that Pennyfeather was entirely innocent of 
the ‘plot.’ He had actually written: ‘Ralph Borelli, Italian program direc- 
tor.’ A zealous copyreader, thinking that the ‘Italian’ applied to Borelli’s 
nationality, not lingual broadcasts, pencilled it out. 





Although all concerned have stepped on it, the report still bobs up in 
Hollywood that Eddie Cantor may take his 13-week layoff after first of 
the year and remain on the air through the summer. Cantor calls it ‘fan- 
tastic’ although it is known that such an arrangement has been talked. 

Bankroller Texaco is said to be sympathetic to the move as the outfit 
sells twice as much gas in the summer than the winter and the air ex- 
ploitation would be much mere helpful at that time. Columbia wouldn't 
say nay for the reason that it would give the network a strong summer 
entry and the chain wouldn't have any trouble unloading the Wednesday 
night time. 

Sales pep rally at WOR, New York, Monday (20) marked by general 
manager Ted Streibert digging down and bringing forth a fancy gold 
watch. Winner of the ticker was George A. Schmidt, salesman. 

He sold $1,004,337 worth of WOR’s broadcast time in three and a half 
years. And Streibert thought that called for a token of affection. 

Less than an hour after announcement was made locally that KSTP, 
St. Paul-Minneapolis, had been awarded a showmanship plaque by Variety 
for social service, an executive messenger from the state house knocked 
at the office door of Stanley Hubbard, station prexy, and delivered an un- 
solicited letter of congrats from Governor Elmer A. Benson, 








CBS has put its ‘Saturday Night Swing Club’ in its No. 3 playhouse, 
N.Y., largest of its broadcasting barns. Demand from public moved the 
session, after program had been airing for year-and-half from studio 
where less than 30 head could be admitted to informally watch. 





Caesar Searchinger will have a book published next year by Houghton 
Mifflin titled ‘Voice of Europe.’ He has for the past seven years arranged 
the broadcasts for Columbia Broadcasting Co. of w.k. Europeans, in- 
cluding dictators, popes, kings and Bernard Shaw, 





Charlie McCarthy rates 3.0, and his alter ego and originator, Edgar 
Bergen, only 1.3 in a ‘favorite personality’ survey just made by Fortune 
magazine, 


Franklin M. Doolittle, boss of WDRC, Hartford, prosperous CBS basie 
there, Santa Claused entire staff with four weeks’ salary each. 


WIP-Panelmen Agree Blood Donors 
1iladelphia, C. 21. Air Appeals 








Wage scale for WIP’s 12 panelmen, 
members of American Communica- 
tions Commish, CIO unit, was agreed 


. 
| tion’s prez, last Thursday. It pro- 
vides increases of from $3 to $10, i ospl a S 
iwith salaries starting at $40 and 


running up to $60. 
every 


Increase of $1.50 
is agreed on. 
Another meeting will be held this 


six months 





Association of New York hospitals 
| has written all stations in the metro- 
politan area to cease airings for 
| blood transfusion donations unless 
+ glee hora hatte acill havea! oe hospitals authorize the pleas. 
rig days. Gimbel probebiy will have | Complaint is that the inatitutions 
0 agree on this as its part Of | thomesives decid h d 
Pennsyl’s new 44-hour week bill. | a alin ee oor ae 
’ | blood gifts and where to get them. 
All but one knobwtister at the sta- Aj] hospitals have lists of profession- 


Men, now getting in 44 hours in six 
days, want same number of hours in 


jal claret givers, and these are re- 
to now-dissolved company | ferred to and given preference, the 
union, | hospitals explain. 

= | Institutions believe the = air 
| quests, totally unauthorized, come 
| directly from relatives or friends of 
| confined persons. Families of blood- 
| needers are told as matter of record 
| 

{ 





ré- 


Seattle. Dec. 21, | When transfusions are required and 
With KIRO signatured and only a| administered, One of the reasons 
. r | the hospitals are hopped up about 
musicians are just marking time un- | ts broadcast pleas is that there have 
til the 22nd for KOMO-KJR (NBC) | een several instances of late when 
(Mutual) to switchboards became tied up through 


write their). 
That the KOL hold- | 2Valanche of phone calls, conse- 


;quently clogging back emergency 
| messages, 


That KOMO-KJR 





9 . 
C. L. Weber of the Seattle arm | George Engels Operation 


George Engels, director of NBC 
Artist Service, recovering from 
at Leroy Sani- 


is 
appendectomy 
against stations that won't signature | tarium, N. Y. 

the pacts rests with the musikers as}; He was operated on Dec. 16 after 
a whole and the powers that be in| resting in the hospital for 10 days. 
the east. ‘He is expected out in about a week. 


t 
Po 
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The Sponsor 


Must Go On 





wasn’t so serious. 


ing the matches too long. 





Neil Norman and Bill Durney, WIL sportscasters, 
on the fingers last week while broadcasting the professional soccer 
games at Sportsman’s Park. While seated in an unlighted press box 
the gabbers describing the game were handicapped by a fog settled 
over the field. Norman was barely able to follow the plays, but that 


When it came to reading the Hyde Park Brewing Co’s. commercials 
it was a problem. Durney lit matches to enable Norman to read. 
Norman reciprocated. Both suffered burns on their fingers from hold- 


Both requested first aid treatment after the game. 


St. Louis, Dec. 21. 
suffered burns 








| 
| 


WGAR, CLEVELAND, SUED 


Quarrel with Fight Promoters Over 
Blow-by-Blow Event 








Cleveland, Dec. 21. 
Station WGAR was named defend- 


common please court here 


attempt to broadcast 


| Risko-Lewis fight here last Friday 


night (17). 


Ohio Sports Club, Inec., through 


the | 


| Robert Brickman, secretary, is suing | 


Semi-Advertising Cartoon Strip Yie-Up 
With ‘Lone Ranger Program Pending 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Merchandising deal for King- 
Trendle’s ‘Lone Ranger’ is being 
worked out whereby a newspaper 
strip of the serial will be used in 
conjunction with broadcast, which, 
when the strip appears in dailies, 
will carry sponsor's ad in final box 

Syndicate handling things indicates 
that sponsor will pay space rates for 
final box only, and work is to begin 
immediately on setting strip for 
dailies owning radio stations which 
air the serial, and chances are that 
additional sheets will be added later, 
particularly those in areas covered 
by ‘Lone Ranger’ broadcasts. 


SALES REP BACHMAN’S 
NON-EXCLUSIVE DEAL 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Appcintment of Earl Bachman as 
Eastern rep for WIND was made last 
week by Ralph Atlass. Deal is not 
an exclusive or for national repre- 
sentation, but simply gives Bachman 
office right to sell WIND time. 


Bachman was with Gene Furgason 
previous to opening his own office. 











Brown Sisters harmonizing again 
at WICC, Bridgeport. 








WTIC READIES MUSIC 


Moshe Paranov Heads 
Alumni Recalled 
Hartford, Dec. 21. 


WTIC, 50,000-watter, won't 


Orchestra— | 


be | 


stingy in meeting new requirements | 


of A. F. of M. Station has already 
announced appointment of Moshe 
Paranov, batoneer-pianist, as musica] 
director, to build 12-15 piece con- 
cert and string band representative 
enough to feed NBC-Red, on which 
WTIC is basic. 


Several alumni of days when 
WTIC used to have house music have 


been called back to work under 
Paranov. These include Laura C. 
Gaudet, keyboarder-vocalist, who 


has been e. t.’ing with World in New 
York, and Salvatore de Stefano. 
NBC staff harpist. 


WTIC splurged on staff music un- 
til Segntember, 1936, when _ station 
dropped Norman Cloutier’s Merry 
Madcaps and Joe Blume’s Blue Room 
Echoes ensemble. Cloutier’s now 
an NBC house director. 





Actress Mary Ellen Herrick of the 
NBC San Francisco staff spendin? 
s€veral months visiting her mother 
i> Weaverville, Cal. Will be married 
upon return to San Francisco in 


March. Groom will be Joe Walters, 


KSFO announcer. 





| 
| ment. 
i 


for $100,000 for alleged slanderous 
remarks on the air and $3,500 for 
alleged effect of announcement that 
fight would be broadcast on box- 
office. Promoter Walter Taylor filed 
personally for $25,000 due to a 
broadcast by the station explaining 
why the fight wasn’t aired. Station 
scheduled the fight broadcast at 1) 
p.m. at 10:45 p.m. announcer Car] 
George went on the air and apolo- 
gized to the public for not being 
able to bring the program. He 
stated that permission had been 


| granted for the fight broadcast. That 


the station had set up its micro- 
phones at the ringside and that a 


Buffalo Stations Abolish ‘ASCAP Tax’ 


| 


| 
| 


today. | 
|Suits are the outgrowth of the sta- | 
| tion’s 


| 


few moments before the main bout |! 
| Stated promoter Taylor refused to 


permit the scheduled 
which George said was arranged ‘in 
the public interest.’ He said 
station had received no word 
permission had been withdrawn un- 
til then. 

Promoter Taylor the following day 
stated that the station had never 
been given permission to broadcast 
the fight, or to announce that it 
would. Franklin ‘Whitey’ Lewis. 
WGAR sportscaster, 


broadcast from Taylor a number of 
weeks before the fight 





Members bring a gift and get onc} 


states that he| brcached a three-year contract made 
had a verbal authorization for the | y + sashage plage 


broadcast, | 
}must pay Harry Hollander, 
that | 
that | 


On Sponsors Bill: 


My Dear, Is That Me! 


Ft. Wayne, Dec. 21. 

Jane Weston’s Modern Home 
Forum over WOWO gets ex- 
ceptional results in studio at- 
tendance and word-of-mouth 
by the use of a simple trick. 
After the broadcast the studio 
audience, many of the members 
of which have just been inter- 
viewed by Frank Tooke, are in- 
vited to stay to hear themselves. 

Recording of the program just 
broadcast is then repeated. Its 
second-best to free photographs 
in getting the housewives ex- 
cited. 


AGENT WINS $7,500 
SUIT VS. THIBAULT 


Thibault, 














Conrad the baritone, 
his for- 
mer agent and manager, 


under an old contract, a jury before 


|N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Louis 
| A. Valente decided yesterday (‘(Tues- 


day). The jury took only 15 min- 
utes to bring in the verdict. Don 
Voorhees, orch leader, appeared as 
a witness for Thibault. 

Hollander charged that the singer 


in 1932 under which Hollander was 
to receive 20% of the singer’s earn- 
ings. Thibault later obtained a con- 
tract to sing over NBC on the Max- 


| well House ‘Showboat’ program. He 


Ad Club’s Sur-Prize Party 


Ad Club of N. Y. throws its annual | 
sur-prize par.y tomorrow (Thursdzy). | 


| 


from a grab bag; all brings and | 


takes are gagged. 


{ 
Ray Perkins will m.c. the affair.| Harry 
playing | WMCA, N. Y., on Jan. 3, to resume 


with ‘Jolly Bill’ Steinke 
Santa Claus in costume. 


| 


Layout of} his 


reduced Hollander’s commission to 
10% and the agent sued to collect 
the balance due on the original con- 
tract. 





Hershfield Back at WMCA 


Hershfield returns to 


midnight drama _ reviews of 


acts from NBC Artists Service list | Broadway openings; also his Wednes- 


will also be on tap for the entertain- 
Lowell Thomas, prexy of the | 


organization, will preside. 


day noon interviews. 
Left station last summer to sojourn 


|!in Hollywood. 


$7,500 due | 


Time Rates Absorb 


— <teeeisemmememennomneness 


Buffalo, Dec. 

WGR-WKBW,. which have 
assessing advertisers 5% to cover 
the cost of the ASCAP music tax, 
will absorb the tax in a 10% upning 
of rates on Jan. 1. When first added 


21. 


been 





in 1935 the levy came in for con- 
siderable criticism. Especially was 
there squawking among sponsor if 
non-music programs such as. ball 
fames, commentators, dramas. etc. 
They kept wonderins—out loud 
why they should pay a music tax. 
Avery Explains - 
‘The tax was added at the time 
Warner Brothers were tol'sine ahout 
withdrawing from ASCAP.”’ says 
Lewis H. Avery. WGR-WKBW sales 
|manaver. ‘At that time it looked 


as if there misht be a whole series 
|of music taxes. We didn't want to 
‘increase rates and we did want to 
set a precedent for passine the 
tax along to advertisers. At that 
time there was telling but that 
the taxes might mount to where 
| they’d eat un the profit—especially 
a small profit.’ 

It has been charged in some qauar- 
|ters that the tax has been a 
|dcliberate attempt to embarrass 
ASCAP. This Avery denies, point- 
|}ing out the reasons for the tax as 
set forth above. 
| There has also been some question 
|as to the legality of the levy on the 
theory that the radio situation is 
narallel to that in theatres. The 
| latter are taxed by ASCAP but are 
| snecifically forbidden from nassing 
alone this tax to their customers, 

WGR-WKRBW claim, however, that 
the princinal reason for abolishing 
the tax the first of the vear is that 


no 


ASCAP is now again firmly in the 
saddle and there’s small danver of 
assorted extra taxation from in- 


denendent composers, 
publishers cropping up. 


authors and 


WREC to E. Katz 


E. Katz agency has been given the 
| national sales representation of Hoyt 
| Wooten’s WREC, Memphis, effective 
' Jan. 1. 








Aux the headaches of planning a radio 





campaign are over...everyone agrees it will be “tops” 
. . . the salesmen go out with renewed enthusiasm. 


Then come the heartaches! They find the dealer in- 
different ... he has seen charts and broadsides of four 
or five advertising campaigns that week... he is 
somewhat confused. | 


But when he is told the campaign is on WLW, his 
enthusiasm is aroused ... he knows from repeated 
experience the selling impact of 
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BB.D.&0. Produces 85-Man Symph 


Show to Sell ‘Business Harmony 





By WALTER RASCHICK 
St. Paul, Dec. 21. 

With labor and capital at each 
other's throats throughout the land 
today, this program’s a pace-setter 
in that it attempts to placate both 
sides by selling the propaganda that 
everybody in Minnesota is tied in 
with the other fellow and that each 
is at least partly responsible and 
answerable for the other guy’s pay- 
check. Properly handled, it should 
sell its bill of goods: namely, good 
will and harmony between the 
classes. As such an attempt, under 
&teise of entertainment, it should be 
eyed and eared closely from coast to 
coast by the money-bagged gentry. 

Sunday (19) night’s airing, which 
emanated from Litchfield, Minnesota, 
was the third. Previous week’s pro- 
grams hailed from Hibbing and Red 
Wing. Arthur Pryor, Jr., B.B.D. & O's. 
v.p. in charge of radio, came in from 
Gotham, accompanied by Ken Fickett 
and John Driscoll, to get the initial 
stanza off in style. 


Weekly skits dramatize host town’s 


history, with Cedric Adams, Min- 
nespolis Star columnist, acting as 
emcee. Adams quizzes townsfolk 


such as farmer, store keepers, ratl- 
road timekeepers, school teachers, on 
local lore—and principally anent 
what makes the local biz wheels go 
reund. It finally simmers down to 
the old ftub-dub that we're all 
brothers and sisters under the skin, 
be we poor or holding heavy. 
Hibbing was depicted Sunday (12) 
as the iron ore capital of the world. 
Frank Hibbing’s discovery of ‘ere in 
1858 on the site which now bears his 


name (and the reputation of the 
world’s richest village) was neatly 
enacted by Claude Radcliffe, who 


impersonated Hibbing. Adams inter- 
viewed a mine safety inspector, a 
cobbler, and a gal grocery clerk, 
their gabbing tying in with the 
theme that a community’s existence 
is dependent upon industry, which 
in turn thrives only in proportion to 
the harmony and cooperation be- 
tween all classes of workers. 

Music is always appropriate. 
Daniele Amfitheatrof doffed his baton 
te Hibbing’s large Finnish mining 
population by putting his instru- 
meéentalists through the paces of 
Sibelius’ ‘Finlandia.’ 

There’s a complete absence of 
commercials, sponsors (burners 
group) preferring to remain anony- 
mous. Principal gabber likewise 
keeps his monicker under cover. 








Christmas Greetings 


From WBIG, in the 
center of North Caro- 
lina! 

Write EDNEY RIDGE, Di- 


rector, WRBIG, Greensboro, 
N. CG. for “Facts and Data.” 








Craic & Houmeopery, Inc, Nar’! Reps. 





|} Uses 85 











musicians of Minneapolis 
Symphony. 

First half hour is solid spieling and 
dramatization, as sponsors want to 
get the propaganda across before 
Charlie McCarthy comes on opposite 
(CT). Figure that listeners who may 
not care for the dummy may hanker 
for symphony music, so the last half 
hour is solid melody. 

WCCO originate The 


March of |} 


Minnesota every Sunday night. feed- | 


ing it to KDAL, Duluth; KROC, 
Rochester: WMFG, Hibbing: and 
WHLB, Virginia — all Minnesota 


transmitters 


URCHESTRA 
Rio (Vera Scott) 


JUSEPH HONTI 
With Carmen Del 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Wednesday, 3? p. m. 
WJZ-NBC, New Yerk 

More or less ‘typical’ midafternoon 
brand of sustainer. Consists 
music under Joseph Honti’s baton 
and guest singers. In this case it was 
Vera Scott of England (well known 
as a person in a certain theatrical | 
circle in New York) who shows up | 
camouflaged with a spiggoty nom de } 
radio and rattling off a repertory of 
Latin la-las, some familiar, some 
obscure, 

NBC’s spieler opens up and signs 


off with greetings in several lan- 
guages. Running chatter is of the 
routine semi-inane all-words-and- 


small-importance kind of typewriter 
drivel written with the left hand 
while eating a sandwich with the 
right. There is some concession to 
coyness, but in general the program 
is simply a repeat on NBC's (‘and 
radio’s) most time-frayed pattern. 

Honti gives out pleasantly and the 
program will easily hold its audi- 
ence against the matinee average. 
He’s a staff maestro and reliable. 
Not particularly well known, al- 
though on NBC some years. 

Miss Scott sings agreeably a kind 
of song and with a kind of technique 
not especially in the groove for 
commercial radio. Which, however, 
is not to deny her the nod of profes- 


sionalism. Land, 

‘LET’S SWAP STORIES’ 

With Douglas McMullen 

5 Mins; Loeal 

DEARSTYNE BROS, TOBACCO 
co. 


Daily, 6:10 p. m. 
WOKO, Albany 
(De Rouville Agency) 


A small program, with the seed of 
an idea that might be germinated 
into a full-blown commercial of 
local appeal. Stories about the city, 
its customs, means of entertainment, 
characters, etc., in other days. Lis- 
teners furnish McMullen the yarns, 
in exchange for box of cigars. 

Each narrative has a tag question, 
designed to provoke discussion 
among, and pull letters from, lis- 
teners, particularly old-timers. Un- 
pretentious though broadcasts are, 
they have, with the queries, caused 
considerable debate in a short time. 
Also have drawn a good quota of 
communications, in a town tagged 
rather unresponsive to radio mail- 
fishers. 

McMullen handles narration com- 
petently, Jaco. 











|. TAKES YOU INTO MORE HOMES! 


* Making calls—plenty of them—is the first essential of successful sell- 


ing. With its superior facilities and equipment, WKY can cover more 


territory, make more calls in Oklahoma than any other station, So suc- 


cessful does WKY take local and national advertisers into the homes of 


Oklahoma that, for this purpose, they are spending more money with 


WKY than with any other station in the state. - 


WY Chbahema 


t REPRESENTATIVE — E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 


STR THE 


AFFILIATED W 


OKLAHOMA 


Cty 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 
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Follow Up Comment 








Rudy Vallee had as a guest on his 
unit for Royal Gelatine (NBC-red) 
last Thursday (23) Dave Rubinoff. 
"Way back in the early Chase & San- 


born cycle of shows, when Vallee 
touted mocha, the fiddler was 
marched up to the mike. And that 


| was before Cantor built him up via 


j 
| 
| 
' 
| 


} 


the stooge-baiting route. 
Appearance of the gut-grater was 
briei, rather too brief, perhaps. 
After a few words of greeting, Val- 
lee had Rubinoff scrape off ‘Star- 
dust’ and that was that. 
Also on the program was a seven- 


minute slice of Clifford Odets’ 
Golden Boy,’ hit Broadway legit. 
Frances Farmer and Luther Adler, 
| toppers in the cast, were on hand to 


do their violent love scene on the 


Central Park bench. Several of the 
lines were rather rough for receiving 
set ears, and some words had to be 
omitted 

Miss Farmer was finely in the 


groove, but Adler was prone, in that 


| deplorable ‘legit’ manner, to throw 








his lines away. 


Kate Smith remained ‘songbird of 


| the south’ on last Thursday's broad- 
oft | cast although it’s reported she is le- 


gally free henceforth to resume ‘first 
lady of radio’ billing which was 
claimed on priority by Vaughan de 
Leath. That’s part of the series, 
now current, to tie up with ‘first 
ladies’ of various fields of endeavor. 
Mrs. F. D. R. herself was one. 

In the case of Senator Hattie Car- 
away of A-kansas, Miss Smith probed 
for dear old Swansdown and: came 
up with nothing more reportorially 
penetrating than the. fact she’s a 
mother, a cook, and a regular woman. 
This is a triumph of coconut cake 
for Sunday dinner over all the 
trifling matters now pending before 
the United States senate, Sweet- 
ness and light. Gooey sweet and 
amber lights. 

Miss Smith is, of course, one of the 
airs stellar personalities. Her ‘first 
lady’ gag and similar trimmings 
failed to shroud her pleasing, able 
m. ¢.-ing and singing. She tottered 
a bit on the top notes but there was 
more than enough to her conduct to 
compensate. 

Al Shean did a bit from ‘Malachy’ 
and then went.into his song of yes- 
teryear, with Miss Smith serving as 
‘Gallagher.’ ‘Malachy’ bit is re- 
viewed separately. 





A. J. Cronin, author of ‘The Cita- 
del’ and other attention-attracting 
books, in a quarter-hour talk over 
Columbia (shortwaved to England 
and advertised by his publishers on 
literary pages of N. Y. dailies), may 
have disappointed American listeners 
expecting to hear a brilliant person- 
ality, a medical iconoclast, a pungent 
speaker. His views on the difference 
between the English and American 
medical-health setups contained no 
bombshells, no literary explosives. 

Spoke in a rather soft voice and 
with an English but not an Oxford- 
ian accent. On the air, his was not 
the firm tone, the: crisp manner 
which many American M.D.’s culti- 
vate. He spoke of ‘The Citadel,’ ex- 
plaining that it was ‘the system,’ not 
general practitioners, which he at- 
tacked. 


Hammerstein Music Hall over 
WAEC last Friday had a well-round- 
ed bill, including Alice Marion, Lee 
Sullivan, Charles Magnante and 
Jerry Mann, which was up to the 
usual lively standard. Erin O’Brien 
Moore and James Meehan did an or- 
iginal script dealing with a wife who 
divorces her husband over another 
woman, and then meets him five 
years later in a hotel lobby for a 
reconciliation. Acting was convincing 
and dialogue was okay for the trite 
subject. 

Program moved along at a fast clip 
and had good pace. It’s now spon- 
sored by Anacin, having switched 
over from Kolynos about six weeks 
back. —- 


‘Hello Peggy,’ script serial on 
NBC-red Wednesdays and Fridays, 
a.m.. for Drackett Products, has in- 
tro’d rather a departure in using 
warbling guests who possess some 
name value. Idea knits in neatly 
with the fabric of the serial, since 
it revolves around the experiences 
of a hotel switchboard siren. Singers 
booked on the show are inserted as 
guests visiting the hostelry. It should 
at once work out o.k. for the spon- 
sor as well as relieve the housewives 
from the tedium of listening to script 
serials all morning and afternoon 
sans any romantic tenoring. 

Del Casino led off the batting or- 
der of the guest gag (17). He was 
worked right into the script by hav- 
ing ‘Peggy’s’ boy friend sour in jeal- 
ously as she gushed and cooed over 
his coming. B. F. was almost stalk- 
ing the tenor with clenched fists, but 
when he met him and they got along 
and he further learned Casino was 
totally uninterested romantically in 
‘Peggy,’ it ended with grin-wreathed 
faces and the virtual foundation of 
a mutual admiration society. Casino 
also had occasion to slip in rendi- 
tions of ‘Rosalie’ and ‘Old Feeling.’ 





| put 


| serial’s story. 


Scripters will conceivably be hard 
to it supplying twists and ex- 
cuses for inserting the guests in the 
But as an awakening 
jab to stimulate interest in the pro- 
gram, the stunt is good. 


| RENFRO VALLEY BARN DANCE 
| With John Lair, Ramblin’ Red Foley, 
| Brown County Revelers, Aunt Idy 

Harper, Lily Mae Ledford’s Girl 

Hillbilly Band, Millie and Dolly 

Good, and Barefoot Brownie 
60 Mins. 

PINEX, KEYSTONE STEEL 
Saturday, 8 p. m. EST. 
WLW-WLW LINE 

(Russell M. Seeds) 

Under way for several weeks, this 
rural opry is patterned after the 
WLS Barn Dance on NBC. Origi- 
nates in north wii g of Cincy’s Music 
Hall, which seats 1,600. Has a 42- 
cent gate and does two Saturday 
night shows. Stage has a hayloft 
setting. 

First half of aired portion is spon- 
sored by the Pinex Co., of Fort 
Wayne, Ind., and feeds to the WLW 
line. Rest of broadcast is tagged for 
Keystone Steel & Wire Co., Peoria, 
Ill., makers of Red Brand fence, and 
is released only by WLW. From 8:30 
to 9 o'clock there’s a non-commercial 
pick-up by WSAI and fed to the Mu- 
tual system. 

John Lair does a sweet job of em- 
cecing. His twang is a natural for 
hillbilly fare. and reminds of Abner, 
of the Weaver Brothers and Elviry 
in vaude. Commercials are cleverly 
styled and not overdone. Lair han- 
dles ’em. 

Several sock acts in the lineup. 
Ramblin’ Red Foley, tenor-baritone, 
is among the tonnotchers of hick 
vocal soloists. On stanza caught he 


was great in singing ‘Old Shep Is 
Gone.’ He is a close approach to 
Bradley Kincaid, the biggest mail- 


tugging and theatre-drawing hillbilly 
ever on WLW. 

Barefoot Brownie, one of the 
Brown County Revelers, for long a 
standby hillbilly band on WLW, can 
play a harmonica on any man’s radio 
station and warm up a heavy follow- 
ing. Aunt Idy Harper is the comic 
of the troupe, and a dandy one. She 


put in several seasons in. vaude of 
late with the Weaver Brothers and 
Elviry. 


A male member, name not under- 
standable, but announced as_ the 
‘Duke of Paduchy,’ turned in a swell 
two minutes of monolog a la Bob 
Burns. Material was refreshingly 
new. Brown County Revelers cut 
hoedown capers to advantage, saw- 
ing. off sweet and fast tunes. Lily 
Mae Ledford’s quartet of femme 
string instrumentalists and warblers 
cut in okay, as do the Good Sisters, 
Millie and Dolly, heralded as the 
Girls from the Golden West, on 
plunking and close harmony. 

Saturday being the big hillbilly 
night for radio listeners in these 
parts, the Renfro Valley Barn Dance 
giddap fits into a natural groove with 
talent that should increase steadily 
in popularity with listeners and, in 
short time, register turnaway busi- 
ness on its audience shows, which 
are blurbed nicely in the airings. 

Koll 


RALPH BELLAMY 
10 Mins. 
KRAFT PHENIX 
Thursday, 10 p. m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


Film actor was in the groove on 
the Bing Crosbv-Bob Burns program 
last Thursday (23), benefiting from a 
good script and careful handling. 
Latest Bellamy labor before the 
camera was in the comedy, ‘Awful 
Truth’ (Col), in which he played an 
oil-rich, loam-loving’ Oklahoman, 
Matching up this character with that 
Apple of Arkansas, Bob Burns, was 
a good stunt and productive of some 
rich strikes of comedy. 

Crosby paced the boys well, and 
kept ‘em from exchanging blows 
over the merits of the two states. 
For a chap born and reared in the 
heart of Chicago, Bellamy did a 
good Oklahoman. 

Windup was swell, with Bellamy 
mooing ‘Home on Range’ (as he did 
in the pic), accomped by Burns’ ba- 
zooka. It was real corn, and real 
comedy. .Bert. - 


‘THE MARINES TELL IT TO YOU’ 

With Albert Van Antwerp, John Fee, 
Arthur Van Slyke, Clayton Post, 
Hans Conried, Edwin Mack, Phil- 
lip Trent, Bryan Burke, Don Mor- 
rison 

30 Mins., Regional 

SEVEN UP BOTTLING CO. 

Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

KHJ, Los Angeies 

(Grace Glasser Agency) 

War stuff with plenty of boom 
and zoom and made realistic by ex- 
pert sound effecting. Kind of a pro- 
gram that must be dialed habitually 
and not to be stumbled across while 
cruising the kilocycles. It’s he-man 
fare and whether the take a 
weekly helping remains spon- 
sor’s problem. 

In its favor the program has the 
current unpleasantness in the far 
east. On the other side of the fence 
is the war scare which conversation- 
ally never fails to draw a rebuke 
from the ladies present for not hit- 


gals 


the 


ting on a more agreeable subject. 
Smartly or otherwise, most of the 
early incidents of the series are 
pitched in the Orient. On night 
caught a band of 130 leathernecks 


put the bee on a few thousand yel- 
low perils during the Boxer rebel- 


lion. After all, it’s the marines that 
are telling it, and for a change, not 
being told. 


Cast is adequate though not out- 
stanaing. Sound effects bring the 
war right into your living room. 
Sponsor rates a bow for not break- 
ing in between battles to tell how 
good his beverage Is. 

Allen Sheffield scripts from au- 
thentic incidents and also produces. 
Pat McGeehan is the narrator, Pro- 
gram has three-station hookup on 
Don Lee chain and may be extended 
after the first 13 weeks. ‘Helm. 





JIMMIE JAMES 
With Lynn Cole, Diane Craddock, 
Feur Modernaires and Carroll Sis- 
ters 
15 Mins. 
4-WAY COLD TABLETS 
Mon, and Fri., 7:15 p. m. 
WHN-WLW line, New York 
(H. W. Kastor) 

Program with no preténtions. Just 
one of many similar in construction 
and content, but offering a difference 
in execution of its musical and vocal 
content, 

James’ orchestra has revealed nice 
arrangements, which, coupled with 
voicing of station staffers on pro- 
gram, make for all around accepta- 
bility. Falls in nice for late dinner 
eaters and easily one of the better 
musicals emanating from station. 

Hurl. 


RADIO EXECUTIVE 
AVAILABLE 


Ten years experience with out- 
standing radio stations in man- 
agement sales program produc- 
tion and merchandising. Form- 
erly associated with networks 
and thoroughly familiar with fa- 
cilities, rates and markets. Will 
prove value of personal services 
to advertising agency or radio 
station. Salary to start second- 
ary consideration. References. 


Address Box 20 
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AL SHEAN van 

With Kate Smith Variety Hour 
GENERAL FOODS 

yhursday, 8 p. m. F 
WABC-CBS, New York : 

Al Shean, ex-vaude comic (Galla- 
gher & Shean), is currently reveal- 
ing that he can also do a straight bit 
of acting just as well. Shean did part 
of hiscurrent Broadway play, ‘Father 
Malachy’s Miracle,’ for Swansdown. 
His performance as the doughty 
Scottish cleric, given to ‘Miracles,’ is 
a splendid characterization and came 
over radio excellently. ; 

Unexpected complications that set 
in when Father Malachy _ transports 
an Edinburgh dancehall 20 miles to 
sea Was etherized to good effect. 


20 YEARS AGO AND TODAY 

With Katherine Renwick, John Hol- 
brock, Ted Jewitt, Waldemar Kap- 
pel, Jackson Beck, Gilbert Mack 

News Dramatization 

30 Mins. 

Friday, 10 p. m. 

WOR-Mutual, New York 


has 


This program, now sustaining, h 
possibilities, but when heard the 


sample was Nn. s. g., possibly due td 
selection of material. It was _ for- 
merly sponsored locally in New York 
by Hearn’s for a 13-week stretch but 
not renew-d. Now has 47-station 
loop. Script is prepared through 
Fanchon and Marco offices by Sam 
and Robert L. Shayon. Formula is 
to take news items of the week, 
which can be compared to something 


which happened 20 years ago, and 
give it dramatic treatment. Windup 
of each section is the query: ‘What 


has been gained?’ There were three 
such items on this broadcast. 

First dealt with Russian voting. 
with throwback to scenes during the 
Revolution of 1917. On the sustainer, 
organ background provided by L«uise 
Wiltshire played the Communist In- 
ternationale ‘(well suited for the nar- 

ative purpose, but possibly snonsors 
might not care so much for it!) Sec- 
ond item dealt with snow removal 
improvement with dialog tossed back 
into 1917 when Commissioner Feath- 
erstone was snowed under the bliz- 
zard of that year. Last item dealt 
with the State Department's diffi- 
culties with Japan over the sinking 
of the Panay, speech in 1917 by a 
Jap bigwig being used to point upd 
quote ‘Japan has no territorial ambi- 
tions in China.’ 

One thing which was very go: 
were the sound effects on the pro- 
#¥ram. Organ filled in well for back- 
ground, but some of the music 
selected was reminiscent of the old- 
time nickelodeon thrillers. 

This program can have and has 
had much better weeks than this one. 





GEORGE JESSEL 
With Will Osbere’s Orchestra, Guests 
Transcriptions 
DE SOTO 
Monday, 7:15 p. m., 
WOKO, Albany 
(J. Stirling Getchell) 

Jessel’s name and brand of eniter- 
tainment make it pretty certain these 
platters would hold dialers’ attention. 


His current live talenter (Mutual) 
from Hollywood should give the 
discs added pulling power. Spotted 


on a string of stations, several can- 
cellations are said to have been made 


when the receding of business ac- 
tivity affected automobile _ sales. 
However, the transcriptions have 


been revolving here, as per schedule. 


[hey rate above the average for 
waxers, having a dominant person- 
| ality — comedian emcee, popular 
|} guest warblers and a first-class or- 
chestra. Jessel naturally is the big 

un. He fires quips and gags, philo- 
yphical comment and songs ntro- 
duces the guests (Jane Froman, Ka} 
Thompson, Irene Beasley, et @].), and 
teams with announcer Ralph Ed- 
ward in some of the blurbing. The 





usual ‘telephonic’ conversations with 
‘Mamma’ are included. 

Comedy, as a whole, is not as socky 
as on Jessel’s Hollywood shot, but is 
sufficiently punchy for records. No- 
ticeable is the mellowness which the 
star’s long career in show business 
has produced; it gives a philosophical 
touch to his observations, even to 
of his jokes. 

Guests, who apparently play repeat 
dates in the series, deliver smoothly 
on rather brief spots. Osborn’s unit 
plays smartly, instrumentation end 
arrangements combining to send dis- 
tinctive musie through the loud- 
speaker. Leader vocalizes at times, 
as does Joan Whitney. Jessel plu¢s 
Edwerds as ‘the announcer on the 
Major Bowes Hour (also Chrysler- 
sponsored), Jaco. 


sone 


DAVID LOWE 
Talks 

15 Mins.—Local 
Wed.-Friday; 8:30 p. m. 

WNEW, New York 

Program is called ‘Sound Track.’ 
Not inappropriate would be ‘Echo 
Track.’ Alleged ‘fresh’ film and 
Broadway flashes are little short of 
the frank press agent build-up for 
both—only more so. Virtually reaches 
advertising point and stale in news 
content. 

Works in contest gag with tickets 
for shows and current films as re- 
wards. 

Take off on London hotel man- 
peer refusing local company of ‘Room 
Service’ credit (storv in VARITTY un- 
der Nov. 30 dateline). Hurl. 





ALISTAIR COOK 

Stage and Screen Comments 
15 Mins, 

Sustaining 

Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 


Cook presenis thoughtful com- 
mentating upon motion pictures. 


Background as a eritic comes from 
service on the Manchester (England) 
Guardian, and from three years as 
cinema estimator for the British 
Broadcasting Co. 

He doesn’t gossip, but incisively 





dissecis films ith a regard that is 
genuinely warm. What he has to 


say is of interes 


it to the thinking film- 





goer who ips f values. And the 
nner } 1cn ne can coo over a 
p ( defend the industry could | 
each a lesson technique to the 
Hays « ¢ 
W he caught (15). his dissertation 
on rece g t€ and the fad- 
gg ( e ol em c at once origl- 
nal and compe g. His explanation 
of y B f ; can better 
w scecs of propaganda about the 
Empire than c: Yankee pix about | 
e U.S cleve (He might also 
ave added that the best British 
propaganda is in American films.) 
Cook limited himself on discussing 


legit plays to a few opening remarks 
on ‘Barchester Towers,’ new Ina 
Claire starrer. While his legit ideas 
and expressions are o.k., celluloid is 


his medium. 

With a pair of highly plausible 
pipes for such a job, spieler will 
attract a class listening audience. 


Bert. 
ROCKWELL KENT 
Interview 
15 Mins.; Local 
Thurs., 8:45 p. m, 
Sustaining 
WMCA, New York 

Back from a fiying hop to Brazil, 
Rockwell Kent, illustrator and au- 
thor, recently turned political ob- 
server, was bagged by his pal, Jo- 
hannes Sieel for this ‘expose’ of 
alleged—but denied—first Fascist 
government in the Americas. 

Talk was illuminating and for once 
had little of the vitriol found in 
many bouts of the opinionated. Eco- 
nomics, politics, living standards, 
etc., were given a nifty reportorial 
going over, considering limited time. 
First few minutes devoted to Steel’s 
‘inside interpretations’ of European 
situation. 

Keni’s ozone baptismal apparently 
unnerved him for a couple of min- 


utes, but that was soon overcome 
with obvious sincerity. Remaining 
time displayed a moderately good 


radio voice and ability to put some- 
thing across without becomine hom- 
bastic or oratorical. Hurl. 











RITA MURRAY 
15 Mins.—Local 
ROSICRUCIAN SOCIETY 
Fridav; 8:15 p. m. 
WMCA, New York 

Originally a European movement 
called the Ancient Mystic Order of 
Rosae Crucis, mystic-philosophieal 
group, the Americanized branch pre- | 
sents its ideas to Gommorah (N. Y.) | 
in a tone and manner not likely to 
get many ‘average listeners.’ But, on 
the other hand, it can and probably 
has snagged plenty of the cause em- 
bracers. 





Idea is to sell tuners-in on adopt- 
ing a kinder, fresher, help-thy-neigh- 
bor attitude to replace pessimism, in- 


humanities and kindred evils. Beat 

Impression: recessions cepre ion 

etc., with the aid of « boc and 

thoughts the theme 
Femme talker’s oice oKé | 
Hurl 
: | 

‘BENZOLENE PARTY’ 

With Community Chorus, Worthy 
Hills’ Orchestra, Vera Cruze, 
Mildred Rosenbaum, Mel and 
Jim Bigelow, red Belviso, 
Arthur Hoyt, Fred Welch, Ma- 
rion Palmer, Joe Hogan, James 
Milne 

Variety Musical | 

60 Mins.—Regional 

CONNECTICUT REFINING CO, 


Sunday, 3 p.m. 
WELI, New Haven 
Big news here is sponsor's splurge, | 


an unusual hunk of spending for a 


show outside the major leagues, Pre- 
| Christmas offering of ¢ vendor suc- 
ceeded in covering practically every 
variety of musical fare except sym- 
vhony. Menu ranged from swingo of 
Worthy Hills’ well-drilled band to 
holiday sonata of Community chorus, 
directed by Arthur Hoyt. Latter 
group in for two turns of more than 
quarter-hour each, plainly a mistake 


in spite of quality of output. First 
choral sequence, a series of carols, 
would have been enough fer intend- 
ed audience. 

James Milne, boniface, favored 
sponsor by using program as frame 
for welcoming home two WELI song- 
stresses who copped first and second 
prizes at International Radio club 
beaut-talent event at Havana — Vera 
Cruze, pop chanteuse, and Mildred 
Rosenbaum, coloratura. Latter could 
not sing because of cold caught train- 
ing back. 

Other specialists included Bigelow 
Twins, hillbills; Fred Belviso, guitar- 
ist; and Joe Hogan, singer with Hills 
band. 

Program fed to 


WELI’s Connecti- 





cut Broadcasting Sysiem affiliate, 
WNEC, New Britain, and WATR, 
Waterbury. Clem, 


CURIOSITY COURT 
30 Mins. 
SHELL UNION OIL CO. 
Wednesday, 8 p. m, 
WiP, Philadelphia 
Show is carbon of usual Prof. Quiz 
program, hypoed with gadgets and 
bunch of ideas which may be slow- 
ing it up more than anything else. 
Sponsors have strong merchandising 
tie-up in that to participate by either 
sending in questions or appearing to 
answer them, application’ blanks 
must be obtained from one of their 
gas stations. Prizes are $25, $15 and 
$5 to first three winners and $5 for 
five best sets of five questions each 
week, 
Set-up is 


similar to courtroom, 


.| with skulleracker answerers kn 

las witnesses and called to pro ) 
| with a ‘summons.’ Program Director 
| Jim Allen officiates as ‘Judge.’ Gab- 
ber John Facenda is ‘Court Crier,’ 


specially-bullt 


‘-eading guestions. A 
| full-size traffic semaphore times the 
nswers. Goes green when question 
s asked, turns yellow in 30 secone 
and red in 15 more, when answering 
time is up. Questions are pulled 


from large Shell oil can. 

Teasers on first show were too re- 
mote and too tough. Much betier 
closer-to-home questions are needed, 
to avoid long delays. Some of the 


nlugs need to be eliminated also, 
both gabbers using ‘Shell this’ and 
‘Shell that’ every other word. Ex- 
planations of all various merchan- 
dising tie-ups take full five-minutes 
to explain before show gets under 
way and could likewise be profitably 


clipped. 

Presently offered in 150-seater 
studio auditorium. Will be moved 
after New Year’s to 1,200-seat Gim- 
bel department store aud. Herb, 





RAYMOND GRAM SWING 
Talks 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Fri., 6:45 p. m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 

Moved from a Sunday night ses- 
sion at 7:15 p.m. Ballyhooed as the 
only American commentator on 
strictly foreign affairs. This is true. 
(He is very popular via shortwave 
in England.) Praised U. S. attitude 
of saneness in disturbed times. Inner 
machinations of Brussels conference, 
reasons for present complications, 
etc., given a concise commentation. 
He’s an able speaker. 


Swing also does a stint for British 


Broadcasting on Saturdays at 7:15 
p. m. where he about-faces for Eu- 
rope and spills his, beans on the 
Yanks. Hurl. 
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FEBRUARY MEETING OF CANADIAN ASSN. 
WILL TACKLE SALES REP SYSTEM 





Opposition Develops to ‘Exclusive’ Idea—Program Buy May e-nanceien gy 
Service Largely Non-Existent Among Canadian 
Advertising Agencies—Hence Second 15% 


Montreal, Dec. 21. 


Major problems facing the Cana- 
dian A i Broadca 
scheduled ) et in Ottawa around 
Feb. 7, s Y é to b s abo 

pk < \ ni y ¢€ 

© 8k 1 y ti f which moved 
f | } n of a regul yn at 
the last July meeting calling for the 


elimination of the second 15% com- 


mission in relation to station repre- 


and advertising agencies 


sentative 
Matters pertaining to exclusive 
station representation 


are also slated 


for a thorough airing, with Asso- 
ciated Broadcasting Corp. for one 
reporting it has already signed up 23 
stations on an non-exclusive basis to 


yecting to have approxi- 
itions in Can- 
“ned before the 
e. S even 


So that, 
stations in the 


date and ex] 
mately 50 of all st 
ada (at 70), si 
meeting takes place 

if the balance of the 

Dominion should be in favor of ex- 
clusive station representation, it 
seems highly improbable that a 
working majority will be obtainable. 


1¢ 
} yu L 
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HALL 


—Radio Kesu!ts— 
| EVEREADY BATTERIES 
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Mont De 
scseeaieee is gree ona 
hookup with ‘Lady ol 
starring May Robson 
next month. Show 
ym Bauer & Black 
Handled by Cockfield & Brown 


QUR DAY 
PECTED 


| Shiriff’s 
10-s.ation 
Millions.’ 
ription) 


was bought fr 


CANADA 


Or ) t D nt force 
) ) lity of exclu- 
1 Canada to any 
Canadian Broadcastin 
Corp 1 l yy virtue or its con- 
t ion i t i e 
1 i I 
a ilar revs to the advani 
yf AS a ment agency 
CBI ld pro ly find it impos- | 
sible to QO away vith open compe- | 
tition CBC has 32 stations, owned 
x leased, in its network. 
At the Canadian Association of 
Broadcasters g last July the | 
esolution doing away with the sec- 
ond 15 lo st li levresen tiv 
\ idopted onl yecause the at- 
tend cord > to 
reports. Sev l reps are musi 
1 e de it of the regula- 
Has 
While admitting existence of 


chiseling station reps who provide 


no service of any kind and grab off 
15 commission the bigger inde- 
pendents are of the opinion that | 


ince they supply a ice 


serv 
neither the advertising agencies nor 
the stations have developed in Can- 
ada to any extensive degree, they 
are entitled to payment for services 


rendered. 
Franchise System 

As a measure of protection for 
the larger reps against chiselers As- | 
sociated will sirongly urge the crea- 
tion of a franchise system at the 
coming CAB meet, 
make the requirements plenty 
tough so that only the well-estab- 
lished reps will be recognized. 

Advertising agencies in Canada 
haven't had enough business to war- 
rant establishment of radio depart- 
ments as known in the United 
States. For this reason local agen- 
cies have kept advertisers away 
| from radio for as long as } they could. 
Station 





Booking Direct 


‘ARTEGA 


AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 


Admiracion + Sunday 6:30-7:00 


—MBS— 
1441 B’way CH. 4-5155 


representatives in Canada 
have from the besitaine supplied 
transcriptions. scripts, programs, spot 


advert 
other 


innouncements, etc., to 
because of lack of any 
of supply. 

Elimination of the second 15° 
commission would make it impos- 
sible for independent station repre- 
sentatives to place business from ad- 
vertising agencies. While big city 
stations might not suffer greatly, 
since ad agencies are mostly located 
in Toronto and Montreal, smaller 
stations through the Dominion would 
be bound to feel loss of revenues. 


isers 


source 
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WILLIAM 
WIRGES 


Conductor—Arranger 


Willys Radio Program 


* 
521 Fifth Avenue 
Murray Hill 6-2370 





| English Radio 


London, Dec. 14. 
Old-time Vaudevillian Gertie Git- 
ana, making broadcasting debut in 
‘Palace of Varieties’ section, Dec. 21 





Teddy Joyce goes on the air in 
January, under a once weekly con- 
iract. 


Ivor Novello 
televised in 
in numbers fr 
Besides 
Nov 


to be ‘Starlight’ Dec. 17. 
om the Drury Lane 
singing and playing 
ello will narrate ex- 
in three consecutive Drury 


shows. 
the piano, 
periences 





Lane pieces. 
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| 
NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. EST | 


| LISTEN 4 TWICE DAILY 


Di 
MGT... ED WOLF—RKO 


r., COMPTON ADVERTISING 


NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 
7 


3:45 p.m. EST 
COAST TO pooe id ‘ 


AGENC 
BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


which | 


the idea being to | 


and Dorothy Dickson | 


Montreal, Dec. 21. 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. plan 
to go on the air 16 hours daily befo 
very lotr No definite date can be 
certained, but it is reported on 
1 authority that, included wit! 
ther ideas for further expansion 
the CBC will most likely add fou 
| hours to the daily airings. 
Considered most likely that the 
CBC will give the additional service 


| when ready to sell the 32 
} controls as a network. 

| Opening of CBF, new 
mitter in Montreal, is 


CBC ‘tr: 


ins- 
making itsel 


stations 17} 


|felt. Understood that advertisers are 
already backing down on tentative | 
agreements with independent §sta- 


| tions locally and unless bound by 


{ironclad cont 


iat Ci 


racts some switching of | 


| submitted for 


|accounts to CBF will mostly result. | 
Further obstacie to renewal of 
|time contracts will most likely be 


until it is established 


exactly how much listener power 
jnew outlet has and whether it is 
| drawing attention from the other lo- 


encountered 





| cal stations. 
Toronto, Dec. 21. 
Official opening of CBL, Canadian 
| Broadcasting Corp.’s new  50,000- 


here, is for 
CRCT, now operating in To- 
the CBS and carrying NBC 
will be ashcanned. 

CBC will inaugurate a daily 
hour broadcasting schedule 
25. The government owned chain 
has been operating 10- hours daily. 
| CBF second 50,000-watter and built 
| to service Montreal area, opened last 
| week. 


| watter 

| Day. 
ronto for 
| programs 


set 


14- 
De oa 


on 


DANISH CAFE 


Copenhagen, Dec. 10. 
restaurant owners de- 
fee for 
that the 
State radio closed 
dance music and en- 
studio dance orchestra 
restaurant broke down 
yearly gross of $100,000 
orchestra leader Kaj Julian 
breadcasting old dance tunes. Radio 
meant too much to Kilden. Threat- 





When the 
manded a 
same fee 
| the Danish 
all remote 
gaged own 

Kilden 
| with 


pick-ups (the 


orchestra gets), 


took to 


}ened with a big fine by his trade 
|association Kilden smiled. Restau- 
} rant owners’ association broke down 
jand gave up the fight! 

| But now there will only be about 
three or four weekly outside broad- 


dance music against 14 be- 


radio war. 


casts of 
the 


TAGGART LOANED TO 
BRITAIN BY CANADA 


fore 





Toronto, Dec. 21 
George A. Taggart. local itio 
manager for the Canndian B 
ting Co., sails for Englat kw 


14, for a six months’ Vy. Tagaa 
| will be loaned to the British Broad- 
|casting Co ind while abroad vill 
icq t aes lf N 1 E pea 
mechods of handling radio. 
Exchange is in line with the 1 nt 
) tices of CBC and PBC in swap- 
ping employees for a spell. At pres- 
ent Lauren ce Gilliam is in Toronto, 
yn a loan from London. 
While Taggart is gone, Peter Aylen 
|v 1 be moved from his CBC post at] 
‘Ottawa to hold down this end. 


OWNERS LOSE 


| especially appointed by His Eminence 
| Cardinal 


Christmas | 





down | 


since | 


lecturer on radio station XEPN, who SON S 
nightly appeals to thousands of GOrcr 
mi ‘ wares | 4 TIN 
'exans to abjure John Barleycorn. | GREETING 
shot himself in the foot while on aj 
recent deer hunting expedition east 4 
lof Piedras Negras, A 

He drove his car to town himself, | 
receiving first ai rez at < 3 | 

ceiving first aid ti -atment ita hos | SCANADA 1937" 
pital and went on the air again with | Cc 

} 


Z Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


——» 
— 





Mexican Stigma Hurts a 


Bill Branch and Louis Graf have been around Hollywood trying to 
get the radio boys to distinguish between certain letters in the alpha- 
bet. They opened a station at Tia Juana a month ago, a 50,000-watter 
billed as XELO, and as soon as they begin to talk about it everybody 
says, ‘Oh yeah, we know all about it. That’s the Mexican setup 
that sold the same rights to several parties, and then sneaked over 
the border and ran off with $35,000 worth of equipment which a 





U. S. marshall was supposed to be guarding in L. A. No thank you.’ 


\edicine-faking and it’s burning him up to be confused. 


New Orleans, 
Appeals held here 
the United States 


Dec. 21. 

Thursday 
could be 
fines and 
t on Norman 
at Nuevo 


‘ircut Court of 


ecorded in 


States Fifth ( 

(16) that radio programs 1 

broadcast fr Mexico In the tribunal 
1 Southern Texas district 


imposed by 
Rood station XENT 


United 


om doing so, voided 


sntences the cou 
Baker and E. R. 
Mexico. 


Case 1s 


officials of Laredo, 


part of the United States government’s long attempt to 


silence certain American-operated Mexico stations which can be 
heard in this country. 

Record showed that witnesses testified that XENT was used fo 
the broadcast of ‘medical’ and ‘astrological’ talks and the money was 


mailed to the operators by American radio listeners. 





Graf has to explain that that’s not XELO. The X, he explains } 
further, is silent like in Jello. j 
He runs a nice family program with no fortune-tellers or other | 








1(CHNS, Halifax, ‘Surveys’ 


Halifax, Dec. 2! 


Church Exec 


* 
'ers who 
ensors i CHNS has carefully interviewed 300 
locals. Ralph Marvén conducted the 


quizzing of equally divided number 


aeterm 


To ine on a new gauge the 
i} most popular programs with listen 
never write fan letters, 


of businessmen, housewives and un- 
married office girls 

Results reveal that the never- 
writers find religious programs and 
operas generally lack appeal and do 
not merit the amount of money they 
cost, nor the time they accupoy on 
most Canadian stations, 


RUTH 
CARHART 


Contralto 


CBS 
“SONGTIME” 
6:1415-7 


Quebec, Dec. 21. 
studio censorship on scripts 
ptions is being enforced |} 
> here to circumvent possible 
censorship from church circles. | 

All doubtful records. importations 
from France, Italy and Germany, are 
final okay to a Canon 


Strict 


ind transcr 








Villenevue. 

From 10 to 20° of all imported 
transcriptions are banned as unfit on 
‘rounds of immorality. CHRC has a 
library of about 15,000 records. 








BRAZIL PROMISING, 


Tuesdays, lle 





U.S. TELLS BUSINESS |. YARETY s-— 











Washington, Dec. 21. 
Brazil, one of the largest markets 
in the world, is a fertile field for in- 


telligent advertising of American 
products, according to a survey by 
the Commerce Department. 


7) 
ey 
i 
za 


Describing trade practices in the 
coffee country, the Bureau of 


. 7 Ee . a . ¢ . For- | 

sign and Domestic Commerce report | 

suggests that U. S. trade can be ex-| 

panded by careful plugging 

gressive merchandising. SPORTS 
WOR—7 P. M. 


and ag-| 
Volume 
imported 
popula- 
consumer | 


studies the market for 
merchandise, character of 
ion, purchasing power, 
tastes, and similar factors. 


Count 


stations 


about 60 broadcasting 
around 300,000 receiv- 
data pub- 
Rapio Directory. 


r he is 
with 
according to 
VARIETY 














ing sets, 


lished in 





oa! 
FORD ON DISCS IN | 


Stage and Screen | 


Direction 
Booking Office, Inc. 
Randolph St., Chicage 
<— 


For RADIO 


Radio Productions, 
520 N. Michigan Ave., 


Central 
54 W. 


LATIN REPUBLICS 


Ine. 
Chicage 


G V 
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Philadelphia, Dec 

Ford ‘Universal Melodies’ oo : = 
show, which went off South Ameri- | 
can air about three months ago, will THE SMOOTHIES 
resume with additional stations Jan 
3, it was reported at N. W. Aye BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 
agency yesterday. MHalf-hour pro-| : , 
grams will be heard on 32 stations Second Year for Tums 
erviced from Ayer branch in Cris-|| WLW and NBC Red, Coast-to-Coast 
tobal, Canal Zone, and on outlets in | Tues.-Thurs., 7:15 P.M., E.S.T. 
Havana and Chile. There will be no! 
network, but each kilowatter will be | ™— 


polied WV th 

and Eneli 
of commercials. 
read plugs in 
dialect. 


hg inscriptions of mu- 
and Spanish 

Local gabbers 
territory's 


| ARTISTS MANAGEMENT 


scripts 
will | : : 
prevailing | Season’s 


Creetings 





Dry Accidentally Shot 
Eagle Pass, Tex., Dec. 21. 


Sam Morris, ‘Voice of Temperance’ 


ERASE 45th ST." New. York MU 2-1888 
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renewed fervor. 
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SEN. W. H. WHIT 
HEADS CAIRO 
EGATION 


Washington, Dec. 21. 

Leaving out all members of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, the Siate Department Friday 
(17) announced personnel of the U.S. 
delegations to the 
radio, telegraph, and telephone con- 
ference opening at Cairo Feb. 1. Re- 
mains a chance, however, that Com- 
missioner T. A. M. Craven will be 
added to the junket 

Head of the group, as fore- 
shadowed in VAriery two weeks ago, 
will be Senator Wallace H. White, 
Jr.. of Maine, a Republican and 
chairman of the house committee, 
which wrote the 1927 radio act. 
Other principals are Capt. Stanford 
C. Hooper, head of the Navy Com- 
munications Service; Lieut. E. K. 
Jett, acting chief engineer for the 


F.C.C.: and Francis Colt de Wolf, 
from the treaty division of the Siate | 
Department. 

Experts accompanying them in- 
clude: 

Lieut. Col. David M. Crawford, 


U. S. Army; Comdr. Joseph R. Red- 
man, U. S. Navy: Comdr. J. F. Far- 
ley, Coast Guard; L. H. Simson, 
Commerce Department communica- 
tions specialist; E. M. Webster, 
Gerald C. Gross, Marion H. Wood- 
ward and William G. Butts of the 
2 Ss. 

Delegation secretary-general will 
be Joseph C. Satterthwaite, from the 
American Legation at Baghdad, and 
secretary is Arihur L. Richards, VU. 
S. vice-consul at Cairo. 

While he is known to prefer to 
stay behind, Comdr. Craven is a 
likely last-minute addition because 
of the relation which Cairo conver- 
sations will have to the recent Ha- 
vana confab. In view of his almost 
single-handed . accomplishments in 
bringing about a Pan-American ac- 
cord and the need for making sure 
that all delegates from the Western 
Hemisphere stick together as was 
pledged in Cuba, it is thought inevit- 
able that a place will be found for 
him in the party. 





WHAM, ROCHESTER, IN 
SYMPHONY RECORD 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 21. 
With addition of two new 


series 
after New Years, WHAM will be 
feeding more symphonic music to 
the networks than any city in the 


country 
Chicago. 


outside of New 

Lineup will include 13 
Thursday night concerts by the 
Rochester Philharmonic § orchestra, 
22 hour and 12 half hour programs 
by the Rochester Civic orchestra and 
35 Eastman School of Music Sym- 
phony orchestra 45-minute concerts. 
In addition the Rochester Civie or- 
chestra, Guy Fraser Harrison con- 
ducting, will go over the red and 
blue nets 2 to 3 p.m., Dec. 31, in 
place of Walter Damrosh’s music ap- 
preciation hour. 

One new Thursday night series by 
the Eastman School.Symphony, Dr. 
Howard Hanson, director of the 
school, conducting. will feature 15th, 
16th and 17th Century music. The 
second will be titled ‘Milestones in 
American Music’ and include three 
programs by the Philharmonic and 
one by the Eastman School 
phony, with Dr. Hanson conducting. 
Works included will be by 
McDowell, Parker. Loeffler. 
Chadwick 


York and 


Paine, 


Kipke May Go Radio 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 
Detroit auto company understood 
to be dickering for Harry 
ousted U. of Michigan football coach. 


international | 


‘MENUHINS ENCORE 








| 
| 
| 
| 





Syvm-| 


' administered via music appreciation | of 
Griffes, | 
}on tne screen are 
| tients. 


Kipke. | 


| week (16), 


| dio station program directors, music 





Bores Pay for Privilege 


Rochetser, N. Y., Dec. 21. 
WSAY actually is airing an & 4 
anybody's show. Done in name 
of charity but not to the listen- 
ers 
Launched by Ed Wegman as 
m.c. with staff members, 
men and 


sales- 
operators doing the 
things they'd like to do but 
can't. Public invited to air 
themselves in return for small 


Long Delay in International 
Reallocation Probable— 
Meanwhile Hemisphere 


gift for underprivileged chil- i 
dren. Result: Folks with yen Closer to Good Feeling 
to do Shakespeare or grand 


opera and hordes of ‘talented’ 
children flock in to do their 


CAIR 
stuff. Show runs half hour and O NEXT 


exceeding informal. alia 











Washington, Dec. 21. 
Pending definite evidence of the 
inteniions of other signatory coun- | 
tries, United States is unlikely to 
AFTER FORD SHOW make any move toward carrying out 
a ws provisions of the recently-negotiated 
Havana radio treaty. On the con- 
trary, there is a good chance that 
this couniry will proceed as soon as 
possible to adopt regulations and 
standards in conformity with the 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 

A post-broadcast encore, a new | 
stunt here, was given Sunday night | 
(19) following regular airing of Ford | 
Sunday Evening Hour from Masonic | ‘ ; eee 
aude here over CBS. allocation and engineering principles 

With 5,000 overflowing aude to dunerneng ere oe ene ay, Soe 

ear Yehudi Menuhin, violinist, and | mander T. A. M. Craven, 
his sister, Hepzibah, pianist, as| wae pleased over the outcome of 
cuests on program, audience was in- the bartering and elated that the 
vited to remain after broadcast to | Western Hemisphere nations have 
hear youths play two additional formed a solid bloc for the world 
numbers. confab at Cairo, U. S. officials indi- 

Truman Bradley, spieler. told au- | Cated clearly there is little chance 
dience that, since it is Christmas|that the necessary station reshuf- 
season, here was a Xmas present |fling will be undertaken for some 
‘Encore was musician's ‘own sug- | ‘ime and hinted the treaty may not 
gestion,’ according to W. J. Cameron, even be presented to the senaie for 
of Ford Motor Co. study and ratification until the 1939 
session of Congress. In the mean- 
time we are almost sure to proceed 
with reclassification of transmitters 
and promulgation of more stringen\ 
operaiing requirements to improve 
service to domestic listeners, 

Fear Mexico | 


Northern Calif ornia Ass'n 
Elects New Officials 


San Francisco, Dec. 21. 

Northern California Broadcasters 
Association elected S. H. Patterson, 
KGGC president, and Bob Roberts, | 
KYA, secretary, at a meeting las. 
Former succeeds mana- 
ger Art Westlund of KRE, Berkeley, 
and latter replaces manager Ralph 
Brunton of KJBS. 

Organization includes 18 
in Northern California. 


KOMO-KJR Use Film 


Tacoma, Dec. 21. 

Hugh Feltis, com. mgr. KOMO- 
KJR, Seattle, presented ‘Pacific 
Northwest,’ a sound film before filled 
dining room of Winthrop hotel. 
Trade area and payrolls reached by 
stations graphically pointed out. Te 
These reels are being used by the Meanwhile it is expected efforts to 
commercial department to advance |@dopt more complete and concrete 
proof of listening audience of NBS domestic standards will be redoubled. 
stations and depict to the outsider | With Comdr, Craven back, the re- 
the innerworkings of the two outlets. | port on economic phases of the re- 

Shots in the offices with personne] | allocaiion problem is expected to 
doing its chore unconscious of lense | come out within the next fortnight. 
was outstanding in honeycoating | Slight chance that new rules will be 
sales talk of James Varney, station | stalled until after Cairo, but since 
commentator. Promotion department there js only a remote possibility thai 
of station also booked celluloid talker anything done at the international 
into one house of Evergreen chain parley will affect our classifications 
in Seattle. and standards delay on this accoun| 

Only serious rea- 
up action for an) 
length of time is to allow all mem- 
bers to become thoroughly = ac- 
Guainted with the nature of the 
1:ecommendations and ramifications 
of the problems. 

The U.S. policy statement will not 
have to be changed materially on 
account of the Havana conclusions 
In essential respects, the Pan-Amer- 
ican conferees adopted 





The U. S. caution policy is infiu- 
enced directly by the Mexican sit- 
uation and to 2 minor degree by 
the Canadian. car that the high- 
powered border .tations below the 
Rio Grande r ay «resent strong op- 
position to the formula worked out 
lat Cuba is expressed in diplomatic 
and radio circles. Unless these other 
nations carry out their promises to 
overhaul their structures, the U. S.. 
our execs feel, may get out on a 
limb. Fairly good evidence that all 
three major signatories to the North 
American pact are going to perform 
according to pledges will be neces- 
sary before the kilocycle shunting 
oecurs, 


stations 











pa a - is not looked for. 

COW PASTURES ARTY son for holding 
Radio and Films Prepare the Sticks 

For Culture? 

Oklahoma City, Dec. 21. 
‘The Dying Cowboy’ looks threat- 
ened as the number one musical fa- 
vorite of this neck of the woods. 
Murmurings of amazement are com- 


ing in stronger all the time from ra- principles 


|then cut in with its commercial of 


| Ale newscast with Christopher 





which harmonize nicely with the 
proposition which Craven submittec 

pulsetakers. They jast spring. | 
say that the hvpodermics of culture 


stores, promoters of concerts, 


mams and such 


school- 


Favorable reaction to the outcome 


the Western Hemisphere aiscus- 
hours on the radio and opera films | cjons was 


expressed in most quar- 
afiecting the pa- 


ters, while there have been few 


bleai: about the anticip: ted fre- 

Looks like the cow pastures are | quency shifts. Most industry reps 
ripe for art. agrecd that Craven and the VU. S 
ee delegation had won as many points 


Wicker, Jr., In Air Debut as could be expected while giving 
Philadelphia, Dec. 21. ay the least possible. In return 

Charley Wicker, 14-year-old son: for the benefits. the American con- | 
of Kellog’s ‘Singing Ladv,’ 


Will make | cessions are well justified, according | 


to head a network sports program | initial radio appearance on her pro- tg eeneral slant. 

Salary bait is said to be almost | 8ram on Sunday. ‘ soaitinakasauhal 
twice amount Kipke received as grid| Has been itching for a chance at Tom Breneman reiurns to San 
Pilot. or in the neishborhood of | the ether ever since his sister, Nancy, preneisco Dec. 27 as local -rocuction 


$15,000. Kipke, under Big Ten rules.|11, put in several appearances re- 


sot $8,500 annually at Ann Arbor. 


chicf for Columbia 


cently. jufter year 


Breadcasting | 
in Holly wood, 


AO GRANDE KEY 





ockey Vs. Music Involves CBM, CFCF: 
Sport Pays, Symphony Is Culture 


Viontreal, Dec. 21. , the removal of the orchestra. At the 


As result of a threat by Molson’s ; Same time music bugs evidently pow- 
Brewery to break contract with jerful enough to exert influence n 
CFCF unless the NBC Symphony Ottawa brought pre sure to be: for 
Orchestra was removed from. sta- | 4 complete airing of the symphony 
tion’s airings Saturday night from | Without a break. 

10:30 to 11:30 p. m. an arrangement Canadian Broadcasting Co em- 


Se 
ingly the target of the atiack from 
local | found it 


has been made whereby the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. outlet, CBM, music-loving circles, 
will carry the NBC symphony and | nmecessary to cancel its lucrative 
CFCF will carry commercial hockey | hockey commercial and take the 
broadcasts sponsored by the Imperial | symphony in order to soothe ruffled 
Oil ers 8 ne — — 
CBF, the other CBC transmitter 

Mixup resulted when CBF, sched- |here, is to carry the hockey commer- 
uled to carry the commercial hockey l cial in French. it is understood 
to open and 


CFCF was asked to carry the hockey si i aan ; 
Sobol Surveys Fishel 


announcements temporarily. Hockey 
broadcast goes on from 9 to about 
10:30 p. m. From 10:50 to 11 p. m. 

CFCF carried the NBC symphony Sobol Brothers, New York gas 

.. | merchants, took a survey last week 

several years’ standing, the Molson s via 5,000 telephone calls made by 

Ellis | Ross Federal to test the division of 

and Frank Starr, from 11 to 11:15, | time its 


i q 4 |} audience at sportscaster, 
and then cut in with the NBC sym- | pick Fishell of WMCA, did his stuff. 
phony again from 11:15 to 11:30 p. m. 


Fishell came in with 12.8, fourth 
Molson’s Brewery complained of | for the time period. WJZ, WABC 
the sandwich spotting and demanded | and WEAF were one-two-tbree. 


WBT finds kidnapped 
girl A. in 33 minutes 


broadcast, wasn't ready 
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Last July a distraught father in Charleston, South Carolina, wired 
wr that his 17-year-old daughter was missing. He described the 
girl and the car she was driving, and begged that wBT make one 
announcement every hour throughout the day. He offered $100 
reward for news of her whereabouts. He also asked wer to bill 
him for services rendered. @ Exactly 33 minutes after the first 
announcement (at 12:15 PM.) Charleston’s Chief of Detectives 
phoned that —thanks to wBrT—the girl had been found. She had 
been kidnapped whiie lunching at a roadside stand near Colum- 
bia, S. C. The Columbia police, tipped off by a wer listener, had 
found the girl and arrested her kidnapper. @ Of course wer 
doesn't take money for service like that. WBT cooperates day and 
night with North and South Carolina police departments to find 
wanted people. wer also cooperates day and night with the 
nation’s advertisers to find wanted sales. Ask any WKT sponsor 


how quickly wBET docs just that! 


NOTE: The grateful father’s letter of thanks to WBT is a great human docu. 
it. He has given us his permission to send you-a copy if you'd lke to 
icad it. Just drop a line to W. A. Schudt, Jr., Manager wer, Charlotte 







“The SHOWMANSHIP Station of the Nation” 


50,000 watts, Charlotte, N. C. Owned and operated by the 
Columbia Broadcasting System and represented by RADIO SALES. 


Set the dial of your radio at 1080—and listen to wer direct. 
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RESHUFFLIN 
CONFERENCE 
JAN. 6 


Washington, Dec. 21. 
More moves to carry out the re- 
shufiting of berths in the radio spec- 
trum were plotted last week when 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion asked licensees of special emer- 
gency stations to tete-a-tete about 
the new allocation plan which goes 
into effect next October. 
Fixing Jan. 6 as the time, Com- 
@ynish called this class of operators to 
“meet for discussion of frequency 
shifts required under the order es- 
tablishing government control over 
the upper strata. Emergency trans- 
mitter people insisted in the sum- 
mer of 1936 that they must have 
mere room and Commish wants to 
get their slants before writing speci- 
tic rules and regulations outlining 
how the frequencies shall be used. 


WBZ-WBZA Staff Changes 





Boston, Dec. 21. 

Shakeup of the sales staff of 
WBZ - WBZA., 
finds C. Herbert Masse, 
Yankee Network salesman, 
the spot formerly held by Gordon 
Ewing, who held the title of NBC's 
sales manager for the local division. 
Walter E. Myers has been trans- 
ferred from New York to take 
Jameson Slocum’s place, while 
Christopher B. Sykes is the substi- 
tute for Norman Whitaker. Bob 
White was moved to Boston as’ part 
of the clipping 
staff. 

Although he has resigned from 
WBZ's staff, as news editor, Edward 
B. Ball will go on handling the pro- 
gram backed by D’Arrigo Bros., 
broccoli merchants of Boston and 
San Jose, Cal, 


former 





ATLANTIC CITY GREEN LIGHT | 


Arde Bulova Proposition Okayed by 
City Commission 
Atlantic City, Dec. 21. 

Following a favorable report by 
Norman Reed, manager of Radio 
Station WPG, now city-owned, the 
city commission okayed the turning 
over of its 1100 KC frequency to 
Arde Bulova in return for $75,000 
and its 1130 cycle. Reed stated that 
much of WPG’s present range is lost 
out over the ocean and that with 
the new wave it can get further in- 
land. City commission instructed 
Acting Mayor Frank B. Off to sign 
the contract. 

Change will provide new equip- 
ment for the station, remove the 
radio towers, now located near the 
airport and which have prevented 
the airport from becoming a No. 1 
field, and give Station WPG full 
time on the air. At present WPG 
loses many valuable commercial 
hours in the early evening. 


McBroom to Seattle 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
John Blair rep company opening 
S 
McBroom, who has been doing sales 
and sales promotion in the Chicago 
offices. 
With McBroom going to the West 


Coast to handle this sixth Blair out- | 


post, several additions are 
made to the staff here. Kay Beck- 
man takes over inside supervision of 


the promotion activities while Dave | 


Wilburn, formerly with WLS, will 
handle special outside assignments. 


Basketball on WJBK 
Detroit, Dec. 21. 

here, will start this week 

both the University of Michi- 


WIBK, 
airing 


gan and U, of Detroit basketball con- 


tests at home, 
the mike 


Al Nagler wiil be at 


It's first time for airing of U. of | 80% © Guider to Hogan & Hartson, 
D. cage games, but station has car- | 


ried U. of M 
Sots. 
casts, 
Sports-Caller to Sing 
Philadelphia, Dec. 21 


Bo» Elmer, assistant to Bill Dyer 


1 


on 
airings over WCAU, will 
shorily in new role, 

Station 


preen 


coupla local shows. 


Boston - Springfield, | 


filling | 


of WBZA’s sales | 


Seattle office on Jan. 1 with Dick } 


being | 


Epaulets for Patrick © WJR SHOW BREAKS AT — 


contests in past sea- 
No sponsor for either broad- 


baseball and football play-by-play | 


letiing him give vent to 
secret ambish by guest thrushing on 


FHFSFFFSFHFFEESEEOSEOOS 
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Washington, Dec, 21. 
action on 





(Prolonged wait for © positive 
‘dozens of important matters pending before 
‘the Federal Communications Commission 1s 
| nearing an end, 
| Now that the administrative machinery has 
i been completely overhauled and the new sys- 
jtem is functioning after a fashion, both li- 
licensees and prospective broadcasters with ap- 
plications on the I. C. C. docket can begin to 
look for some decisions atlecting their tutures, 


First batch of rulings in contested cases, since 
| 


the three-man division scheme was tossed over- 
| board, is expected this week. 

| Action on reports 
inumber in the neighborhood of 50 


which now 
was tenta- 
| tively carded for the commish session tomor- 
| Tow (Wednesday ). If decisions are reached 
j at this week’s session, they will be the first of 


examiners’ 


any moment since Nov. 15, the day the order 
vuillotining the Broadcast Division went into 
; operation, 

| Delay in passing on such important matters 
as station sales, power boosts, frequency shifts, 


leases and construction of new transmitters is 


\due to unfamiliarity of several commissioners 
iwith policies relating to radio applications and 
}with the particular details involved in the pend- 
|ing matters. During the past month the full 
commish has heard oral arguments on nu- 
| merous requests, thus complying with all pro- 
tocol requirements, and now is armed with all 
facts necessary to vote.) 


DECISIONS 


Washington, Dec 21. 

District of Columbia: Hearst Radio, Inc., Washington, ap- 
|} Plication for new station to be operated on 13160 ke with 106 
watts nighis, 250 watts days, dismissed at applicant's request. 
| Hilimeis: WGES and WSBC, Inc., Chicago, application for 
|} authority to transfer control of corporation to WSBC, Ine., 
dismissed at request of applieant 

Indiana: Indianapolis Power & Tight Co... area of Marion 
County xranted new reiay broadcast station to be operated 
on 1646, 20090, 2190 and 2830 ke with 40 waits 

Penasylvania: Phileo Radio and Television Corp., Phila- 
delphia. granted new television broadcast station to be oper- 
ated on an experimental basis only on 20406-210000 ke with 
power of 15 watts for visual transmitter, 


SET FOR HEARING 


larry Rhine, San Francisco, new station to be 
on 11390 ke with 1 kw, days only; Mereed 
Star Publishing Cempany, Inc Merced, voluntary assignment 
of license to Merced Broadcastin 
ized corporation 

Florida: WEOY, St. Augustine 
requency from 1210 to 8590 ke, 
o 2090 watts 
Georgia: 


| California: 


operated KYOS 


g Company, a newly organ- 


install new antenna, change 
boost night power from 100 


WRDW, Augusta, install new equipment and di- 
rectional antenna system, change frequency from 1500 to 1240 


ke, jump power from 100 watt nights, 250 watts days, to 1 


kw, employing directional antenna for night operation. 

New Jersey: WFEARB, Carlstadt, voluntary assignment of 
license to Debs Memorial Radio Fund, Ine 

New York: WHNX install new equipment and directional 
antenna system, jump day power from 1 to 5 kw, using di- 
rectional antenna all times 

North Carolina: Jonas Weiland. New Bern, new station to 
be operated on 1374 ke with 100 watts. 

North Dakota: Frank Ray, Dickinson, new station to be 
operated on 1310 ke with 100 watis nights, 250 watts days. 

Pennsylvania: WMBS, Uniontown, jump power and time of 
operation from 250 watts days to 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days unlimited, 

Texas: KPAC, Port Arthur College, Port Arthur, install 
directional antenna system, ehange frequency from 1260 to 
300 ke, jump juice from 500 watts days only to 1 kw un- 
limited, using drectional antenna nights. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 





| 
Georgia: WRBL, Columbus, change name to Columbus 
Broadcasiing Co 

Mineis: WRBM. Columbia Broadcasting System. Chicago, 


extension of special experimental authorization to operate 
svanehronously with WKAB 
it Lincoln te midnight, CST, 
Indiana: WOW, Westinghouse Radio Stations, Ine., Fort 
Wayne, install new transmitter up power from 10 to 50 ke 
j and change hours of operation from simultaneous days, shar- 
Ing With WWW¥A, Wheeling, W. Va., nights, to unlimited. 
(Contingent on granting of WWVA's request for frequency 
| chance) Banks of Wabash, Ine.. Vigo County, new relay 
| broadcast station to be operated 31100, 34600, 37600 and 40600 
j ke with 35 watts; WGRC, New Albany (opposite Louisville), 
fer of control of corporation from Arthur 


Liucoln Neb., from local sunset 


involuntar tra 


lowa: WOU) Davenport, make changes in vertical antenna, 








F.C C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 
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change frequency from 1379 to 1390 ke and raise night pewer 
from 10@ to 750 watts 

Kansas: WIBW, Topeka, authority to transfer control of 
corporation from Marco Morrow, Trustee for Capper Publica- 
tions, to Capper Publications, Ine., 196 shares commen stock; 
KCKN, Kaneas City, authority to transfer control of corpora- 
tien from Arthur Capper to Capper DVublications, Inc., 95 
shares cemnmon stock 

Mississippi: Metumb Troadeasting Corp., MeComb new 
daytime station to ‘ee operated in 1200 ke with 100 watts. 

Nebraska: KEAK Lincoln, extension of special experi- 
mental authorization to operate synchronously with WBBM, 
Chicago, from local sunset te midnight, CST, 

New Mexico: KICA, Clovis, authority to transfer control of 
corporation from J. 1 Nunn to Charles C. Alsup, 25 shares 
commen ttock., 

New York Orrin A. Senzel, Rochester, new station to be 
operated an 1500 vith 100 watts nights, 250 watts days 


North Carolina: jenas Weiland, Goldsboro, new siation to 
be cperated on 1500 ke vith 140 watts, days only. 

hie: WELW. Crostey Radia Corp., extension of special ex- 
perimental auiheri tion to operate with power ot 500 kw 
days and 500 Kk nights, using directional aatenna, frem 
Feb. 1. to July 1, 1958 ; 

Oregen: KMEID, Mi Ww. J. Virgin, Medford, change fre 


quency frem 1410 to 15280 Ke 
Pennsylvania: KYW, UVhiladelphia, install new transmitter, 


make changes in directional antenna for day and night use 
and increase power from 14 te 50 kw: Reading Broadcasting 
Corp., Reading, nev “<perimental relay broadcast station to 
be operated cn 31100, 34600, 37600 and 40600 ke with 100 
watts. 


South Carolina: Voice of South Carolina, Spartanburg, new 
facsimile station to be overated on 2012 ke with 250 watts, 

Texas: = Selicr live Doalle vuthority to make electrical 
transcriptions te be transmitted te XELO, XEPN, XERA and 
other Mexican siation 

Vermont: WAY. Phitip Weiss Music Co., Rutland, change 
hours of eperaiion from specified to unlimited, install new 
WQDM, Regan 


Vertical antenna and meve transmitter locally; 


and Bosiwi st Albans, Voluntary assignment ef license | 
from FEF. J. Regan na Arthur Bostwick, doing business as 
Regan and Restwis to Arthur Bostwick 


Virginian: Wit.VA, Lynchburg, boost power from 1080 watts 


nighis, 280 watts ad tu 1 kw, make changes in equipment 
and directional antenna 

Washineten: KEK. Lee EK. Mudgett, Everett, change fre- 
quency from 1870 to 1400 ke, install new transmitter and 
vertical antenna, increase power from 50 to 250 watts, change 


hours of operation from sharing with KEEN, Seattle, to un- 
limited (application received tive days earlier requested 1420 
ke with 140 watis night 50 watts days.) 

Wisconsin: WitMl’, Milwaukee, change hours of operation 
frem dovs te untimtied, using 100 watts. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


Alabama: Daytime smallie on 1210 ke for John S. Allen] 
ind G. W. Covington of Montgomery received the nod from 
Kxaminer FP. W. Seward Covington, a Montgomery business 


man, and Allen, manaser of WHEBB, Selma, are legally, finan- 
cially and tecanically qualified to operate the proposed trans 
mitter, Seward ruled, and a need for additional broadcast 
Attempts of WSFA, Montgomery, 
application were ash-canned and granting 
of the request was recommended to the Commish. 

Elmer W. Pratt appeared on behalf of the applicants, with 
Paul PD. P. Spearman representing the intervenors, WSFA. 

California: Juice-juiop for KOW, San Jose transmitter 
eperating on 1410 ke, was approved by Examiner Tvler Berry. 
Daytime power could be upped from 1 to 5 kw without caus- 
ing interference to ether stations, Berry held, and an exten- 
sion of the service would be of great value to farmers and } 


service exists in the nrea 


to seeteh the new 


fruit-growers located in the area to be served. 

Applicant was represented by Elmer W. Pratt 

Florida: Dismissal with prejudice was recommended by 
Examiner Seward fer the Broward Broadcasting Company, 
candidate for «a transmitter at Fort Lauderdale. Failure of 
applicant, or its counsel, te put in an appearance at the 
Commish hearing brought a motion frem F.C.C. counsel, 
Waher Johneon, for dumping of the request Application in- 
volved Operating on 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts | 
davs. 

Georgia: Day power jump for WMAZ Macon, was recom- 
mended by Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg. Now operating on 
1180 ke with 1 kw. Macon station requested boost to 5 kw 
to improve its daytime service, New 5 kw transmitter has 
been purchased and is ready for Installation, Dalberg pointed 
out in his report, and Southeastern Broadcasting Company, 
Inc., licensee, is in excellent financial condition, 

No interference would result from granting the WMAZ ap- 
Plication Dalberg said, though WRBL, Columbus, is consid- 
erably closer than the recommended separation of 129 miles. 
Static which is extremely high in the area during the sum- 
mer, due to conditions caused by frequent severe electrical 
storms, would be inereased to ‘an appreciable extent,’ how- 
ever, the examiner admitied, 

George ©. Sutton, James t.. Prottitt and Arthur L. Schroeder 
appeared in behalf of WMAZ, 

Ilineis: Krection of a daytime station at Evanston was 
ed for Commish blocking by Examiner George H. Hill. 
Although the Evanston Broadcasting Co., a three-man part- 
nership, appeared to be tinancially capable of constructing 
and operating the transmitter, provision in the 
partnership contract permitting either partner to withdraw 
from the undertaking under s» money-back guarantee—might 
wreck the financial set-up, Hill explained, Evanston, as a 
suburb of Chicage, already receives primary service from 10 
transmitters, &§ of which set down more than 10 millivolts per 
meter in the area proposed to be served, Hill further pointed 
out. Operation of the station on the requested assignment 
of 1020 ke with 250 watts also would result in objectionable 
interference to W19Z, Tuseola, he said. 

Evert .. Bono and J, Fred MccClerkin appeared on behalf 
of the applicant 

Texas: New station for Laredo, operating on 1500 ke with 
190 watts nights 
able report 





proposed 


240 watts days, was indicated in a favor- 
submitted by Examiner Dalberg Mervel M. 
Valentine, electrical engineer who was engaged in radio work 
with the Army during the World War, has sufficient financial 


}in Seattle last 





and technical backecround to own and operate a transmitter 
and propesed service would primary 
nature which now is received only from Mexican stations 
XEFE,. NENT and NEB, Dalberg pointed out. 


supply service of a | 





| 
| l.. Harris to Charles lee Harris, 900 shares common stock. 
| 


| 


| Duke M. Patrick, former general | 
;counsel of the old Federal Radio 
Commission and Washington attor- | 
ney for Columbia Broadcasting Sys- | 
iem, Powell Crosley, Jr., and other 
prominent broadcasters, becomes 
member of the law firm with which | 
he has been connected. 
Simultaneous with name change 
|} from Hogan, Donovan, Jones. Hart- 


took 


oldtimers 
Xmas socks. 


by Goodfellows 
Patrick will be taken into partner- . 


ship along with Arthur J. Phelan, 
another associate. Firm's radio work 
| principally by Patrick 
!and Karl A. Smith, one of the staff. 


| 


s handled 
im.c. Also on 


‘Messiah’ on 60 Stations 
Des Moines, Dec. 21. 
Sunday's (19) Drake University 
1} production of “The Messiah’ was fed | up 
| to 60 Mutual stations by KSO here. | while 
Understood that hue and cry about | 





from 


Deinabed: Dec. 21. | 3 A. M.; $1,500 TILLED Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 





Detroit, Dec. 21. 
WJR’s annual ether party to aid 
Goodfellows Xmas 
most of station’s talent and several 
part Friday 
(17), added about $1,500 to poor kids’ 


Four-hour show, sponsored jointly 
Club and 
Times, ran from 11 p.m. till 3 next) Gas 
next morning with Leo Fitzpatrick. 
| WJR manager, in his annual role of 
program w2s 
| Tomy, who was chief of old Red Ap- 
dle Club of WCX (now WJR). 
‘Whispering Bill’ Collins. who used 
j}to warble on Fitzpatrick’s ‘Knight- 
hawks’ show from Kansas City, came 
Cincinnati to 
Billy Roosevelt, 





Applicant was represented by William Leahy. 


WFIL Refunds Mayor 





WFIL last night (Monday) re- 
turned $288 which it 
received from Mayor Wilson in pay- 
ment for two 15-minute talks, Hiz- 
zoner contracted through Philip 
Klein agency for the time. At the 
last minute, however, WFIL decided 
‘ab was of a public nature and re- 
fused to accept coin for the half 
hour. It immediately offered United 
Improvement Co., whom the 
mayor bitterly slammed, similar free 
time for a rebuttal. 

WIP carried the talks at regular 


rates. 


had already 


fund, in which 


nioht 


Detroit 


cr 


Neal 


Harold Kean, John MacKenzie, Don 
Large’s vocal ensemble, Charlie Pen- 
man’s ‘Mummers,’ Samuel Benavie’s 
participate. | studio band, the Bavarians, Helen 
who's been| Bradley, Madelon Baker, Carolyn 





| _singing on Rudy Vailee show, also| Francis, Tim Doolittle’s gang, Golden | 
|} educationals was a factor in lining | took part. Station’s talent which| Tower Quartet, Franklin Mitchell, | 
up the big web for such a stunt. took part included the Three Aces,| Thelma Bow. 


| application for 


Two Stations in Same 
Office; Divorcing Them 
Presents Some Oddities 


Columbus, Dec. 21. 

Passing of control and manage- 
ment of WCOL from Wolte interests 
to Kenneth B. Johnston, local attor- 
ney, was revealed here last week. 
Change said to have been effected 
Ot. i. 

According to Johnston, stock of 
station has always been in his name 
although WCOL was operated in 
conjunction with WBNS, owned and 
operated by Wolfe interests, who 
also operate Columbus Dispatch, 
Ohio State Journal and Sunday Star. 
Johnston said that all former con- 
nections of Wollfe’s with station have 
now been severed. 

Since Oct. 1 there has been an ob- 
vious attempt te divorce WCOL from 
WBNS in spite of difficulty that sta- 
tions share the same floor of the 
same building. Both stations used a 
joint reception room presided over 
by a single reception clerk and tele- 
phone operator. It was possible to 
call either station by telephone by 
dialing number of the other, 

Some weeks ago a partition was 
erected dividing reception room and 
WCOL installed its own switchboard 
and eperaior. WCOL was operated 
by WCOL, Inc., a company char- 
tered under the laws of Ohio in 1932, 
Station was acquired at that time 
from Columbus Broadcasting Corp., 
which operated the station as WSEN. 

Johnston remains as president and 
treasurer of the company, positions 
he held previously. Jean Marchi 
continues as secretary of the com- 
pany and H. S. Peterson as director. 

Ernest Lowe has been promoted to 
chief engineer. Neal Smith is sales 
manager and Jack Kelly national ad- 
vertising manager. C. Robert Thomp- 
son continues as station manager, 


Wasmer Non-Aspirant 


Seattle, Dec. 21. 

Louis Wasmer, owner of KHQ 
and KGA, Spokane. declared while 
week that he har- 
bored no political ambitions, despite 
a published story that he was out 
to defeat U. S. Senator Bone. Was- 
mer said that he wasn’t impressed 
by the senator’s radio alliances but 
he wasn't going to let this viewpoint 
serve as the incubator of a candi- 
dacy. 

Station-group operator said that 
he was confident that the musicians 
situation as it affected northwestern 
outlets would be amicably settled 
and he urged broadcasters to get 
together with their AFM locals, 





WCKY in Street Cars 


Cincinnati, Dec, 21. 

Double-width cards are being used 
in street cars and busses by WCKY 
to advertise its commercial proe 
grams locally. Upper portion here 
alds ‘WCKY, the L. B. Wilson stae 
tion: 149 on your dial.’ Under this 
uniform heading fs tagged plugs for 
various programs. 

An example: ‘Tommy Dorsey's or- 
chestra, 9:30 p. m. Friday, for Kool 
and Raleigh cigarettes.’ 


Asks 4th Rochester Beam 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 21. 

Orrin A. Senzel, furniture dealer, 
has filed an application with the 
FCC for construction permit for a 
new radio station here. It would 
be operated on 1500 kilocycles, 100 
watts at night and 250 during the 
day. If granted this would make 
four stations in city. 

WSAY is still operating only dur- 
ing day with decision pending on 
night broadcasting. 


KSL Bowlers Don’t Work There 


Salt Lake City, Dec. 21. 

Team representing KSL, Salt Lake 
City-CBS affiliate. won the city 
bowling team championship. None 
of the keglers work at the station, 
outfit being comprised of  profes- 
sionals. 

Professional team, sponsored by 
KDYL, local NBC outlet, captured 
last year’s championship. 


KMOX’s ‘Educational’ Dept. 
St. Louis, Dec. 21. 

A new department for the handling 
of all educational, cultural and 
religious programs has been created 
at KMOX and will be directed by 
Harriett Edwards. New division will 
work in conjunction with the = sta- 
tion’s Public Affairs Dept. headed by 
Jerry Hoekstra. 

Miss Edwards joined KMOX’ stait 
last summer. 
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Philly Frankly C..0. Music Union, | 


+ 
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Tomei Says Will Fight to Finish’ 


7% 
vv 





Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 


New tooters’ union here, set up in| 
opposish to American Federation of 


Musicians Local 77, came into the 
open this week as an out-and-out 
CIO affiliate. It claims 600 mem- 


bers and is first above-board attempt 
in the country by the John L. Lewis 
affiliates to break into the tightly- 
controlled A. F. of L. music field. 
Although CIO constantly denied | 
that it had any connection with the 


new group, VARIETY two weeks ago 
revealed its affiliation. John Edel | 
man. head of the CIO here, now ad- | 


mits that a charter is about to be} 
granted the umon and its office door 
blossomed forth with the legend: 
‘Progressive Musicians’ Union of 
America, affiliated with the CIO.’ 

James Gill. who just completed or- 
ganization of hotel workers for the 
CIO, is head of the P. M. U. He is 
being aided by Sam Brown, a mem- 
ber of the A.F.M. local for 20 years; 
Barney Zeeman, who quit” the 
A.F.M. when heavily fined recently 
at the 20th Century Tavern, and 
Joseph Stern. 

A. A. Tomei, of Local 77, at 
first claimed he entirely un- 
perturbed by the new opposish, but 
now freely admits the new crew has 
him plenty worried and there's go- 
ing to be a battle to the finish. 

Gill, in striking back at Tomei’'s 
charges, called the AFM 
‘reactionary. 





prez 
was 


leadership 


Songwriters With 
A Potential Hit, But 
They Soid Out for $60 


Sholom Secunda, president of the | 
Jewish Composers, the 
ASCAP,. and composer of 

Bist Du Schoen’ which 
Sammy Cahn and Saul Chaplin 
turned into an English hit, which 
Harms is publishing, isn’t getting any 
dough from the present plugging. Nor 
is Jacob Jacobs, the Yiddish lyricist 
who worked on the original score. 

Secunda wrote ‘Bei Mir Bist Du 
Schoen’ five vears ago for a Yiddish 
musical comedy tagged ‘I Would If 
I Could,” and Aaron Lebedeff, the 
Yiddish actor, plaved the lead in 
the show which ran at the Rolland 
theatre in Brownsville, Brooklyn. 
The Yiddish song sheet sales for the 
tune were about 10.000 in five years, 
considered a Three months 
ago Secunda, figuring he had gotten 


| 


| Sross performances, 


Society of 
Yiddish 
*‘Bei Mir 


record, 


the maximum dough from sale of 
song sheets, soid the rights for $30 
to J. & J. Kammen who, in turn. 
passed it on to Harms. Secunda isn't | 
particularly sore since he's got a | 
steady job leading the orch at the 
Yiddish Art theatre and is writing 


plenty of gypsy and other airs for 
general consumption. 

Secunda has published about 150 
songs, written more than 50 musical 
comedies and operettas. chamber 
music, ballads, ete. He's more 
Americanized than Yiddish, havine 
been educated at the Institute of 
Musical Art, Cooper Union, where he 
studied civil engineering, and Co- 
lumbia University. Down on Second 
Avenue, folks have been listening to 
his tunes for about 20 years, but | 
this is the first time they ever met 
up with a Yiddish composer with a | 
hit tune on his hands and no dough | 
to show for it. 

The manner in which ‘Bei Mir’ 
is selling on the dises augurs an- 
other ‘Merry-Go-Round Broke Down.’ | 





MUSICAL HUMPTY DUMPTY 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Gene Dabney got Louis Armstrong 
to plug a new number of Dabney's 
over NBC called ‘Swamp Song. 
Armstrong balled things up and tied 


omebody else's music to Dabney’s 
tile. Dabney burned. 

But there's no such thing as bad 
publicity in this biz. it seems, be-] 
Cause Irving Mills has bought Dab- | 
ney’s number after having pieced it 
together again. 


| Louis 


| able and fair than any other devised 
; 
to date. 


Caesar’s Philosophy 


‘I take the loss’ is Irving Caesar’s | 
new credo. If the first half hour of 
a film doesn’t divert him, he walks, 
same going if the first act of a show} 
doesn’t click. | 

‘Why be annoyed,’ 
thor. ‘It’s just like buying a stock. 
If no action, I tell the broker, 
me out.” Taking the loss means much | 
less 


‘ 


says the au- 


. Bl 
Sell | 


worry. 


AVAILABILITY 
TIFF GOES ON 


Miller Music, Inc., and Irving Ber- | 
lin, Ine., last week asked the pub- | 
lishers’ appeals board of the Ameri- | 


Author: | 


the re- 


can Society of Composers, 
& Publishers to 
the 
their 


over-rule 


fusal of availability committee 


to up availability ratings in 


° e ! 
the Society. Hearing developed into | 
a heated debate on the present sys- | 
tem of determining availability point 
allocations, with Julian T. Abeles 
Miller counsel, attacking it, and 
Bernstein holding that the] 
current method was fa) work 


more 


Abeles retorted that the solution 


was not as hopeless as the avail- 
ability committee would have _ it 
critics believe. Lawyer proposed 


that the Society, after paying off o1 
provide a sepa 
rate and additional royalty for the 
performance of numbers three ¢ 
more years old, with participation in | 
the latter payoff limited to a mini- | 
mum of 100 or 200 radio uses. If | 
added Abeles, the Society must em- | 
ploy a formula for measuring the 
value of a firm’s catalog, it should | 
be a mathematical one, and not one 
subject to the committee’s whims. 
Omaha Steps Aside 


Appeals board reserved decision | 
in the cases of Miller and Berlin 
Because he holds the post of gen 


mgr. with the Robbins Musie Corp.. | 
sister firm of Miller, Abe Olman | 
Save up his place on the board to} 


Ralph Peer, Southern Music prez. | 
during the hearing of the Miller | 


Co.'s plea. 


4 
One member of the appeals boare | 


declared last week 
to him that the availability commut- 
tee was passing the buck to the for- 
mer threesome instead of trying t 
adjust the various controversies by 
itself. Within a period of two weeks 
the appeals board had 10 cases | 
brought to ifs attention. This board 
member said that the task was get- 
ting too burdensome, since he not 
only had to run his own business 
but spend many hours a week listen- 


. i 
that it seemed | 


ing to arguments and poring ove: 
data obtained on each case from 


ASCAP’s statistical department. 


Forbstein Scraps WB 
Pact for Luckies Airing 


Hollywood, Dec. 21 
the crackdown of the 
musicians union on bands holding 
contracts for broadcasting and stu- 
dio recordings, Leo F. Forbstein has 
torn up his ticket as musical direc- 


Following 


'tor at Warners studio and now is 
going along in the same job on a 
week-to-week basis. 


He had to take this action in order 
to continue his orchestral airings on 
the Lucky Strike program. 
members are said to be doing a 
zle over the Forbstein 


Union 
SiZ- 
move, 


Robert Buckley peddled his choral 


number, ‘Plantation Pastoral. to 
E. B. Derr for inclusion in the filn 
‘My Old Kentucky Home,’ which 


Monogram will release. 


; ¢ 
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UIOBURSEMENTS 


Ant 94,176,000 


Of Gross Income, Radio 
Now Pays Around 65%— 


3:000,000 


YEA 








2 
i 


Collection Expense of Per- | 


forming Rights 


Run Around 17% 


CHRISTMAS MELON 


Society 


Income of the American 
Authors 
figured to 


5.000.000 for 1937. 


Society 
of Composers, and Pub- 


lishers is come close to 
for 


$4.400.000. 


Collections 


the previous year were 


while the split up among the mem- 
bership amounted to $3,600,000. With 
the divvy for the final quarter, which 


| connection as 


Songwriters Move to Appease 


Walkout 


Membership; Reduction 


Of Time Element Now Acceptable 





Frankie Marvin Dies 


Frankie Marvin, 46 
professional 


Berlin, Ine. 


whose 
man was 


with Irving died Sun- 


| day (19) of a streptococcus infection 


in the 


went out to the writers and pub- 
lishers yesterday (Tuesday), in- | 
cluded, the net distribution for 1937 


totalled $4,176,000. 

ASCAP board last Friday (17) fol- 
iowed its annual rule of authorizing 
the final quarter's distribution in ad- 


i} vance so that the membeis can use 
their shares for Christmas cheer. 
Sum which the directors ordered 


whacked up was $1,100,000. This was 


based on what it was estimated the 
ollections would be for the fourth 
‘37 quarter. Invariably the actual 


revenue for the Octobcr-November- 


December stretch has been consid- | 
erably over the estimate. 
With the estimated inflow for the 


final quarter included, the Society's 


| collections for 1937 tally around $4.- 


$90,000. If the guess proves typically 
hort, the accumulated income 
‘37 should be but a few thousand un- 
$5,000,000. Last year the 

Was about $80,000 short of 
amount that came in for the quarter 


dei 


mate 


ending Dec. 31 


This week's plum was $400,000 over 


what it was a year ago. The dis- 
tributions (as distinct from. gross 
income) by quarters for 1937 were 
as follows: 
| Dre it1tsese Sere 
ME isesesessueses BAST 
MELT CLE TE Te 984.000 
GP sitéiccessicess 150 
ROME sisiscscccs SGA 
ASCAP’s revenue from radio for 


the current year is expected to figure 
over 65%. In °36 it was 62°,. Overall 
expenses of collection and adminis- 
tration will, it is indicated, approxi- 
mate 17‘. 


for 


esti- 
the 


JOE MORRIS (9. 


WANTS FACTS 
BLUES 


Musie Co. has 


ized its counsel, Julian T. Abeles, to 


author- 


Joe Morris 


sue the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers for an 
accounting of the rovalties it claims 
|} due on the performances of ‘Memphis 
Blues.’ Morris found out last year 
that the number had been mis- 
takenly credited to Handy Bros. and 
after prolonged negotiatior vith the 


Society's management got a check foi 
| $181 

Morris holds that this amount is 
mall when compured to what it 
should have received, if the per- 
formance credits shown in the So- 
ciety’s own published recapitulation 
are to be taken as an dex Pub- 
| ier cli tha ea } know he 
wasnt getting credit from ASCAP 
on t} tune until he had indirectly 
stained a copy of one of these re- 


Pp puUudbiicavions 


Publication recap. book were 
dropped the vear before on _ the 
ground that the information § con- 
tained in them had been used by 


Rockefeller Institute, N. Y¥ 
Funeral services will be held in St 
Boniface church this morning (Wed- 


+ 


last | 


| Society of 


}; were 


nesday). He is survived by his wife 
and several brothers and sisters. 
Before joining Berlin, Marvin had 
been with the Crawford Music Ca 
for 10 vears. At the time he fell ill 
he had been out of work for 11} 
months. Marvin came to the music 
business from vaudeville and cafe: 


where he had performed as a news- | 


boy vocalist and singing waiter. 


CHECKING ON 
COIN MACHINES 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 
Nationwide drive to force opera- 
tors of coin phonographs to pay $25 
license fee for each machine will be 
ynto, Maurice J. Speiser, 
National Association of 
Performing Artists, declared here. 

Attorney 
test suit against owner of a 
within a few days. A similar action 
brought by NAPA against a Pennsy 
radio station gave them a decision 
that rights to records are controlled 
by the artist 
gaged in a dr 
levies from kilowatters 


tarted p- 


counsel for 


said he expects to file a 


machine 


ive to collect heavy 

Speiser said he is preparing now 
to put checkers to work. He indi- 
cated he expects no trouble collect- 


ing, inasmuch as the tax may be 
placed against proprietor of estab- 


lishment as well as machine owner. 


JOHANN STRAUSS AIRS 
NOW COPYRIGHT FREE 


Vienna, Dec, 14. 

Johann Strauss melodies may be 
|played free, but royalty payments 
till apply if the Manuel Schnitzer 
lyrics are used, a Viennese civil 
court ruled last week. Decision set- 
tles considerable uncertainty and 
argument among publishers and 
various institutions, such as broad- 
casters, cafes. ete. 

Schnitzer’s heirs demanded that 
Strauss’ heirs admit that the oom- 
poser ‘wrote his melodies under the 


that the 


of Schnitzer’s librettos.’ 
one ot which was the ‘Gypsy Baron.’ 


inspiration 


3erlin, Dec. 14. 
New Richard Strauss opera, ‘Dav 
of Peace, will be world-preemed 
next summer during the Munich 


Festival, from July 24 to Sept. 7. 


Other compositions to be heard at 


the session will iclude works by 
Mozart, Wagne) Verdi tossini and 
Puccini, as well udditional ones 
by Strauss. 


Pullman Season Opens 


Annual trek of music publish to 
Florida has started. 

Joe Morris and his partner-ven 
ngr Archie Fletche: eft last Fri 
lay (17) and Louis Bernstein, head 
if Shapiro. Bernstein & Co. is coins 
this Friday (24), 


Jack Robbins to solicit seore tieup 
vith Hollywood produce: Pressure 
now being brought on the ASCAP 


board to resume putting out thes 
because it is th 
individual pubs are 
learn whether their numbers art 


ing properly 


} . 
DOOKS ough the 


able to 
be- 


credited to therm 


|as originally proposed. 
| Of rights to the SPA 


Organization now en- 


ition of 





After the officers of the Song 
writers’ Protective Association had 
set a plan of reorganization into mo- 
tion, two major publishers last week 
undertook to find out many 
important publishing firms were re- 
ceptive to the idea of immediately 
Signaturing new 10-year member- 
ship agreements with the American 
Composers. Authors & 
Publishers, Two inquiring 
Max Dreyfus, head of 
Chappell-Crawford-Marlo 
and Louis 


how 


pubs 
the 


combine, 


gernstein, of Sheapiro, 
Pernstein & Co. 
First move in the proposed reor- 


| Zanization of the SPA oecurred dur- 


ing a meeting between Irving Caesar. 


SPA prez, and John Shulman, the 
association's counsel, and the two 
lawyers, Howard Reinheimer and 
Abe Berman, representing the con- 
tingsent of writers who recently 
walked out of the association. Caesar 


a?reed to remove wheat he termed 
the ‘stigma of absentee control’ from 
the the 
citing up of executive coun- 
cils, one functioning in New York 
and the other on the west const. All 
matters would have to be passed on 
by each council. No decision would 
be valid unless it had received the 
majority vote of both councils. 

promised that, if the 
SPA resignees withdrew their walk- 
out papers, he would submit to the 
membership amendments to the by- 
laws restricting their right to 
from the association to a 
five or 10 years, 


association bay pressine for 


two 


Caesar also 


resien 
period of 
of 25 years 
Assignments 
would 
limited to the shorter term. 


instead 
ulso be 


Behind the Dreyfus and 
inquiries are two 


Jernstein 
motives. One, is 
to appease the re 
the SPA, and the other is to 
trovert the main argument used by 
the SPA council in urging the mem- 
bers to make a test case on the ques- 
whether the writer or the 
publisher owns the various rights 
accruing from a copyright. 

The council contends that this 
issue must be met sooner or later 
since there is little inclination on the 
part of major independents as well 
as the film company controlled pub- 


ifnee faction of 


cone 


lishing combines to renew their 
agreements with the Society. If a 
formidable list of contrary assure 


ances, believe Dreyfus and Bernstein, 


can be obtained, the Hollywood 
writers would be relieved of their 
worries on this score. 


What Cennectien? 

Counsel for several of the major 
independent pubs charge that the 
SPA’s council has consistently shown 
that it is less 
ing ASCAP 


interested in 
than in 


preserve 
maintaining a 


|} Upperhand over the country’s song- 


| the case 


writers. They say they do not: un- 
derstand why the question of small 


| rights or the preservation of the so- 


ciety should be injected in a diseus- 
sion about a new writer-publishe: 
contract when the matters contained 
in this document have 
with ASCAP. 

Caesar said 
mailing 


nothing te do 


last 


reprints of 


week 
the 


that he 
decision in 


was 


of the Tobani family a¢zinst 
Carl Fischer, as carried in Variety's 
Dec. 15 issue, to SPA members. Niih 


a memorandum asking 


a pends d 


whether they didn’t think the To- 
bani would have fared better in 
the Federal court if the latter had 


had an organization to finance the 


litigation Court finding in this 
action constituted an aflirmation of 
the provision in the copyright law 
which grants a publisher the exe 
elusive right of copyright renewal if 
the creator of the wort been an 


employ ee for hire 


Jack Mills has obtained the pub- 


in rignts to the 


tune, ‘There's a 
New Range in Heaven,’ which is part 
of the all-Negro ‘Harlem 
on the Prairie” 


western, 
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38 VARIETY MUSIC — DANCE TOURS Wednesday, December 22, 1937 
= eee peneaseeeo — 
Carnegie Hall next month as). | 

n t e eal which is under the management of | . 
Sitio | est Sheet Music Sellers 
F 2 | Herbie Holmes playing at the Club 
Bob Crosby opened a two weeks’ | over directorship of KDKA staff ork Greyhound, Jeffersonville, Ind. (Week ending Saturday, Dec. 18) 
engagement at the Rice Hotel Ter- —— 
race, Housion, Sunday night, coming Bernie Cummins and his combo| ces ‘. 
; “ig “ : . ’ . Chick Scoggin: r Paree : ; 
in from San Antonio, where they|has succeeded Bob Crosby's musi¢ | 7 oi ile =e" a Pca ne Once in a While .....cccccsccvsccccccccceseceeccees Miller 
played a 10-day night club. at the Olmos, San Antonio, with a for WAVE wire ’ oes | Vieni Vieni ..... eeeeecwses Terre re ec TTT ee oeeee. Witmark 
Will participate in charity show at | KABC wire. | x Can't Stop Me from Dreaming. <6 iccaisecsccsccesss Remick 
the Metropolitan Theatre on Christ- —---— ee There's a Gold Mine in the Sky...........--.0-+05: Berlin 
mas eve and close after New sb sade Bunny Berigan one-nited Sunday | en tet ta tee Gan any ved “Nice Work If You Can Get It..............00eee eee Chappell 
eve party at the Rice. | (19) at Ritz ballroom, Bridgeport. | CR * at is vatdlieindies When the Organ Played O Promise Me.............. Morris 
| es | usa. . 
aa ——- | OT Ara ere ere Cee er ree eee ge Shapiro “3 
Switch in MCA _ bookings” will Buddy Rogers stopped Sunday at — CRA. S. Dimnainaie’ *Rosalie ..Chappell ‘ 
bring Lawrence ’ ‘k from St. Paul | Hamilton park, Waterbury, Conn., on ois: sagpeel tegen Tin 9 Sehpammczin be *Ebbtide Paramount 
ie ; : ; anes rep, ‘aic low with appendicitis at St. Sd ee Spat De ae 1 Pes 6 peer oe tees vate tee 
to William Pent. hotel, Pittsburgh, | New England tour, | Srancie § al S F If Ii's the Last Thing I Do............-. . Crawford 
Dee. 31. to repla Dick Stabile in- | Francis hospital, S. &. ge a eer . Marlo 
stead of Herbie Kay. Latter goes| Hal Kemp's theatres are Eat le asa |} *Blossoms on Broadway ..........esee. . Famous 
instead to Drake in Chicago for four | Washington, Jan. 7; Hipp, Baltimore, | | nag 7 ae ae — ” Bob White femick 
: | aa ‘ = 44 Mei A : es . the Ste ns >i, -ag ac, 2: oA res eee eee ees hold he icew 
weeks and -hen tv Coast. | 14; Stanley, Pittsburgh, 21; ee a . etre _— : | *I Still Love to Kiss You Goodnite. Feist 
—— troit, 28, and Palace, Chicago, Feb. 4. oa ‘True Ce SS : ; 
+ Ba ee hentia | won Bestor and Clyde McCov thea- | True Confession ances .Famous 
Bob Grayson now at Mayfair ball- | ins ; “ ea tis * Indicates filmusical sone + Indicates ste “oducti ; 
‘room Clevelan | scheduled to re- Chick Webb @XI1LS Savov b yllroom , e battle at the C AFCre, Indianapolis, 7 mere , “Ti - ! MMCELES & age proc uction song 
; ana, § eat 5 * ae 4 d <3. ee Jan. 7 . . reek } ne oiners are pops. 
place Marvin Frederick at Biltmore, N. Y., Dec. 22 a holiday sw _ ol in. 4 or one Week. | t po} 
; +. ae ee ee ‘ arjiac |one-niters through midwest. Tedd) — | 
a on a a = 9 = te " South Hill replaces. | Harry Reser opened at New Penn 
ol ip — > ; Sra : geo nou a . ih me Club, Pittsburgh, Dec. 17 with KDKA a Y 
and Is sxeqaacc or a return engage- , * : t t} } k | D R 
Les . ad « 2ns at the 18O0KUp. } ; 
ment at Biltmore. Lester Parker's band opens a sa , isc C@VICWS 
Wilshire Bowl, Los Angeles, Dec. 26. | 
‘ an F .. |for indef stay. Has a CBS hookup Charlie Barnet back from Coast 
Michael Zarin, Meyer Davis unit, | peeaeien | and playing eastern dances. Set for By Abel Green 
re ylaces Johnny Long (MCA), at | Jerry Livingston, composer-maestro, | Arcadia ballroom, Providence, Dec eet ee 
; — siesear Hotels Sherat - Room. opened al the Laurel-in-the-Pines, i | ~ i 
- ¢ a = 1 paral hap dng on coliese | takewood, N. J. Dec. 20. Gets a : ae Marquee values on the wax are the; Benny Goodman jarathons a flock 
da es and one nigh.ers throughout | wutual coast-to-coaster. Sy Byers band succeeded Eugene | tl.ing these da: Thus, Dorothy La- | on Victor: ‘Mama. That Moon Is Here 
New Engand. é Jelesnik’s Continentals at Hotel Tafi, | mour culls from the current films | henin’ iY Took tl Word 
. T +44 ro’ ) , yi¢ Ve “yDper , > : ‘Vv Again anc ) OOK 2 ds” 
-—— Fess Williams one nighting to Cin- New Haven, with W ELI ana W BRY and h > oy . tly transmuted e You | T ge wy pm ne - ; 
Charles Costello’s band is playing } ejnnati for Stiesel. remotes. | Took the Words Risht Out of My | 6. 29120; Martha Tilton vocalizing; 
in the Club Petite, Schenectady. In ao | meers gl hanks for the Memory,’ | ‘Life Goes to a Party’ (Harry James- 
° ' wary rir Pohin- ver (Cer - « | . + “ 
the outside taproom, Sonny O’Brien. Ace Harris opens at the Howard ihe a ae fae as beaee Goodman? with ‘If Dreams Come » 
agers ag é : P , ; ihe WwW g roadcast ¢ “uns- . re ire é 
singer. and vohany Goodman, pane theatre, Washington, D. C “* Dec. 31, 0) H wick 8017, with Cy Feuer’s orchestra True,’ Vie, 25726; ‘Thanks for the 
accordeonist, are working for the | following dates in eastern Pennsy. accompanying expertly. ‘Memory’ is | Memory’ and ‘It’s Wonderful,’ new 
second consecutive season. name 1 surefire hit potential, and of the | Stuff Smith excerpt, on Vic. 25727, 
——o— Frances Foster of Stiefel Enter- multiple current disk releases Miss| Miss Tilton again caroling: and 
Ina Ray Hutton sct for Mainstreet, | prises, taking a 13-day West Indian Lamour’s version is the best. And.|‘Where or When’ by the Goodman 
K. C.. Xmas Day: Oriental, Chicago, | jaunt Dec. 22. 4 raturally, considering that she first trio (clarinet, piano, drums) on No. 
New Year's Day; split week and one a ) SONS The Moon of Manakoora’ in | 25725, backed by Phil Bexter'’s ‘Ding 
‘ fy “ ° ; ° Ee w % §$ “ries ’ ar . 97 . ? i 5 > 
niters in Illinois and Wisconsin until] Hal Kemp's band booked into ———__—_—. be nr bie io Pig : a: ay eax Dong Daddy.’ done by the Quartet 
Jan, 21, when she opens at the Pal-| Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, week of By RAY WILSON eles pot sl ny hag a Rg op on- | (vibraphone added). 
: ; : ss ‘ : fession’ from the Par pic is the com- | 
ace, Columbus, Gi. for one week. Jan. 14, MC A handled, Chicag », Dec. i panion niece and again Feuer batons SUVENUHOREOUHETDOTEHNRO NHR UNEOOEENETONERY OHHH OHETRHONEEDONSHOTHRONEOCHTEDEENEREHDENDEDDECHEREH TON reONEEY ’ 
—— ---—— Swing concerts, which originated | expertly. . 4 eho | | emermarvepaeeeperemammeaarrmamenmen sae’ 
_ Johnny Long s orchestra playing at Three Bachelors open at cocktail at the Congress here about 14months| More celluloiders on wax, and all |= HE AR! HEAR! 
he De Witt Clinton hotel, Albany, | lounge of Hotel Roosevelt Jan. 2, re- | ago, and then were dropped, have | of topnotch calibre, are Connie Bos- | : . we . : 
having been booked by Manager);placing Lai-Aloha Strollers. Joe! returned. First one, held on a Sun- | well’s ‘Outside of P: adise’ and “Took | 3 Here Are Th S ; 
John J. Hyland after he flew to Bos- | Hiller handled for CRA. |day afternoon, drew an _ over-ca-/| the Words,’ with Harry Sosnik’s ex- | 3 e e ongs 
ton to catch unit at the Copley —_— pacity 750 to Congress Casino, |pert orchestral assist, on Decca |: You'll Hear! ei 
Plaza. Band is broadcasting on Fri- George Duffy band at Marine room where Jimmy Dorsey and Roy | 1568: Bebby Breen sopranoing ‘Song | : : 
day and Saturday nights over WGY, | of Mayo hotel, Tulsa, held over for | Eldridge bands held forth for three | of the Islands’ and ‘Hawaii Calls,’ |= 7 : 3 
Schenectady. limited engagement. | solid hours. Bel eg : choir oer Ot aa a it McHugh and Adamson’s : 
i ae | Crowd necessitated jamming tables | sary et eee, pa pict — 2: Smash Score for Buddy De : 
Roger Pryor orchestra now toot-| Walter Feldeamp and orchestra, at | together, in every possible spot, in- | Mine in the Sy’ and ‘Mission Bagge Sylva’s New Universal : 
ing on the Saint Anthony Hotel roof,| one time at Stork Club, has been | cluding behind posts, and clear up| Sea” and Dick Fowell’s ‘Can't “Stop Filmusical, ; 
San Antonio, Tex. Airing via WOAI.| booked for Club Continental, Miami | to band stand. Solid line of people Me from Dreamin’ and ‘Roses in De- “Merry-Go-Round of 1938” : o 
; (a Beach, opening Christmas eve, Dec. | stood against wall, and waiters had|cember’ also on Decca 1543. and : 
Maurice Spitalny playing one-/ 24. Deal handled by Ted Howard. | greatest difficulty in moving around, | Harry Sosnik batoning skillfully. MORE POWER TO you : 
nighter for private party at William —_— |either with or without drinks in| The latter song, incidentally, finds 3 
Peon hotel, Pittsburgh, New Year’s Tom Fizdale_ ballyhooing’ the. their hands. | George Jessel as co-author of a pop ® : 
Eve, his last dance job before taking| Benny Goodman swing concert a’| Estimated that 70% of crowd were | hit. The Crosby couplet has Eddie | 3: ’ i 
aes ee = | musicians and their families. A price | ee as Shine od ane uw Fe ome i You RE MY DISH H 
- SS - lof $1.50 for admission, which in- | organ. ‘Gold Mine. of course, is an- E : 
; sa |other in the recent streak of pop |: * 3 
cluded no drinks, shut out the one-| cons hits by the freres K2nav. Nick 3 
shirt class and Ch ries a ea acpi I'M In MY GLORY 
== ‘ — 4 an varies. 3 
—S . | : P P = 
\ _ Nevertheless, it would be hard to) Oy the subject of organists, swing 
| imasine a mob that would be more | consoleists are a new vogue on th. ee 
| ety 4 ag ong oe hg parsed affected | wax, and very nice, too, for a change. MeDsia: Lae a a ee 
»v wha ey heard. uring whole | Milt Herth, organ: Willie (the Lion) ae ” 4 
: 5 a iii Tome e an 2 . E 
|} FROM T HE TOP PUBLISHER three hours, the jam-up did a mess | Smith, piano; O'Neil Spencer, drums POP” CLICKEROO ; 
of arm-waving, screaming, head- | and piano, cut some fine capers with = : 
nodding, etc. suggestive. of voo- | ‘Dipsy_ Doodle’ and ‘That’s a Plenty’ 3 
aa dooism sessions. | (Lew Pollack) on Decca 1553. Vernon ONCE In A WHILE 
Concert began with a 60-minute a, aS Bluebird’s acca (No. Topping the Toppers 
OFFERS | period done by Jimmy Dorsey and | trie ln gg T ain't Got Nobody? ; : E 
his band. Dorsey gave ‘e er | Ne r ; 
and. sey 6a’ m _per- | and ‘Basin Street Blues,’ two Spen- ’ i} 
E SE i ee ee ae sonality and loud _—— Audience {cer Williams blues classics, as his DON T CRY, SWEET- 
| = ee ~ === roared at anything in way of a quick | chores. Eddie Dunstedter, long a ’ : 
Ee Se ee ee gag, funny or not, and screamed at| radio standard. also solos on the HEART DON T CRY : 
“a le ; | the high brass blasts | Hammond with ‘Nola’ and ‘Parade . i E 
Grandest Score, SALLY, IRENE and MARY” Dorsey’ sha ses « : >T - — Ted Fiorito’ i = 
’ | orseys exhibitionists were ready of Wooden Soldiers,’ Decca 1572. G Ores 3 r 
| Sonas' bv GORDON and REVEL | to grab the spot for a booming or, From England comes Henry Jacques reat New Ballad g 
| Ss AS 4 SONG | blasting session at any time, and to | and his Correct Dance Tempo Or- | 2 “s 
' WEET hold it for whatever period they can | chestra (vet that billing!), but that’s |: 
| before someone else grabs it from what it is. all right, doing ‘Broken- E YOU SHOWED ME 
T TY MIND ON MUSIC ‘em, | Hearted Clown’ and ‘Greatest Mis- |: 3 
GO + 1 taka Miv 5249 3 . ee ame z 73 
| ; Cleon Brown, colored songstress, | er of peg ey rd hg — : THE WAY 3 
Songs by BULLOCK ond SPINA followed with piano vocalizing for | 2208 on, Blucbire 7306. arry Rov |: + 
: } 2 ocalizing for /and his Tiger-Ragamufiins is Decea’s |2: A Proven Hit That's Gather- :: 
H F some 20 minutes, and got ’em-goin’ ! p,.;; aeeetn : a zi i M 33 
AL MOON ON THE HUDSON pie ; “fea | British representative, reviving Bvron | 2: ing Momentum a3 
_with shoutin’, after which Roy | Gay's ‘Fate. couvled with ‘Way | 2: 23 
| I COULD USE A DREAM renee ew Oe —- his colored | Down Yonder in New Orleans’ | ?: = oe a 
| quintet swingers. ere, everything Of the ‘ pact . 7 33 
4 : . > 1e¢ ‘modern’ smooth-swingsters, | 7: 33 
; | Was Eldridge, and crowd absolutely | Jan Savitt mak teks oun cg MILLER Music. jnc. i 
eee = = went mad in their enthusiasm. | Bluebird 7295 cull two from the Mask | 22,539 sisih As N + 
Hus from BUDDY DE SYLVA'S New Uni Afternoon was broken up by 10) and Wig show, ‘Live the Life I Love’ |: — Se ee ee 
: a me minute intermission, and routine was | and ‘The Gynsvy in Me,’ by Moe Jaffe sumeuenebnetssowensserenenonemneninsnen conc 
i versal Filmusical "YOU'RE A SWEETHEART” done over again. Finale hadj;and Clay Boland. both U. of P. 
| 4 | Eldridge band in front of Dorsey’s ; Vumni. Jaffe. with Nat Bonx, once Pees an Ie -——— a 
| YOU'RE A SWEETHEART for a finish that rocked the rafters— | Proke out with a wow pop hit. ‘Col- 
| MY FINE FEATHERED FRIEND | but that was nothing to what hap- | pr “Clay “Boland, Philly dentist te 
| | pened when Dorsey had to refuse to | aoe poe l marcygr 1S 
» continue sone ric un ph 0 do his sonewriting annu- 
SCRAPIN’ THE TOAST rea because of union regula-| ally on behalf of his almy mammy’s 
ions. ; scasonal productions. 
BROADWAY JAMBCREE Ben Pollack’s Pick-a-Rib Boys do , 
H L A } Fi h that deftly with ‘Alice Blue Gown’ | - ents 
of 0S nge es ig t ‘nd ‘Cuddle Un a Little Closer, Lovey | A Tune-Territic 
| ea ; —_ Vine’ (old Hoschna tune). Pegzy Score Feom the New | 
| Hits by McHUGH and ADAMSON from RKO's Hollywood, Dec, 21, | Manm vocalizing. Decca 1546. oe Taant ¢ ame F 
HINTING A NEW HIGIL” Sianing LILY PONS In bitterest contested election in| Morace ear ~— his Brisadiers SHE S TALL! SHE S TAN! 
" | years, early returns indicated Jack | °'® Sweet-hot with ‘Rosalie’ and ‘Sail | ’ 
LET’S GIVE LOVE ANOTHER Tenney, attorney and vice prez Mus | Alone, Silv'ry Moon.’ tarry Cotton, || SHE'S TERRIFIC! 
CHANCE sicians’ Mutual Protective Associa- | ¢: we rene Bob McCoy and the Harlem Bo'ero 
| TH RH p BEFO tion, L. A. branch of A.F.M.. was | goog ub vocalizing. Brunswick ~ — 
IS NEVE APPENED RE ‘lected president over Frank Pendle-| a, ; , ‘ngland'’s New Gallad Hit 
| HIT ! ton, incumbent. Three groups, in- | PM geek paca om tle for hes field THE GREATEST MISTAKE 
I ey NEW HIGH cluding so-called Sea Gulls compris- Wagner and his daaceratcongigg 5 OF 
R ing unemployed musicians, gave solid | tor 25723, with the maestro’s own MY LIFE 
| aS aero support to Tenney, who is also state ‘Autovsy on Schubert.’ swingin’ the Carmen MY DAY" atest 
| issemblyman. master in most unorthodox manner Av 
| Radio grou y a - Pe nrire Vv : ‘ii ener , 
é g p went to bat for Pen- | ™ived with an original deccript A New Jam-o i 
| ; 4 ptive tm-orous Hudsan Hit . 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION { ileton. Record vote of 2.351 cast. | Piece. “Two Dukes on a Pier’ So hi ti d . F 
} i| Likely Tenney will carry whole slate Frank Froeba, a 52d strect sender. p i$ icate Swing 
799 Seventh Avenue e New York, N. Y. ' Ys See | miano-me--tros his own com 
| : 1} nto office with him. Feeling ran so] ,- PT ga ee Se M 
Wiis ‘itt b- tcheaids 84 Btatesghase ae all high before balloting that police pro- on & 1585. offering Goblins in the | ILLS MUSIC, Inc. 
- 3 | tection was asked. Stoagte’ cand a tswing wvetsion Off] 1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
Who. Jack Wilmot vocalizes. 
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9 ’ e Copenhagen, Dec. 13. ° ] 
Most popular song of the mo- || f 
\ a 9 P > ’ } = 
ment in Denmark is ‘Little Pal, : 
from one of the earliest Al ij 
+ Jolson films. When the tune —— | 
was first published here seven || ia Lien at a: ge aces will ‘ough the it 
Proposed merger of Consolidated | Art Kassel’s Idea years ago it was a flop, but is’ || Chicago, Dec. 21. ger rere. will oe —— = : 
: : S aj : : , jtutinwme obi hag ray stz S Wi ry : g 
Radio Artists, Inc., and Rockwell- | now leading in sales such pops || Local stations state that begin- | Way Staion n cag Dierinae gg dhe sings i 
} — AY . . { . i. er ~ ¢ ar teries mav ror | 
O'Keefe, Inc. fell through last week | _ as ‘It Looks Like Mein’ and ning Jan. 15, all hotels and niteries } “ig of smaller niteries may drop 
<< ts : os ' aS 4 4. 4 “ — i ale. ' ict aw +OoOul. n 
afier two of the partners in the lat- | Cincinnati, Dec. 21, ‘Merry-Go-Round Broke Down.’ | Having band pick-ups must pay $100 | Understood that sub rosa move is 
o* as ee ‘ F } " reek—_:; eur ce arbitrari ¢ rs ) L Sl Ose ) iS 
ter organization, | J C. ; (Corky) | As a step to prevent pirating of No one seems able to explain | Pee week = sum set arbitrarily Fg being ade by t tels to get their 
s O'Keefe and Mike Nidorf, refused | lentifi the sudden reappearance and cost to stations in servicing spots. ]S€!NM& made Dy hotels to get wel | 
est an identification tag in radi sie , appears ar é * é, rick he ctrt hiae ae ; 
their consent to the move. Tom 1 1dentification tag in radio music, race for the number Hote and niteries all down the line | bands to kick in the ation charge, ; 
Rockwell, R-O’K prez, left last Fri- Art Kassel is copyrighting bass sec- Ne ' nd rec nition are are deciining to pay anything at al], | but expected that such a move will 4 
Kwell, New tunes and ) gS é¢ ; . AE Sip . ii as — ne nee it comes ¢ 
day (17) for the Coast to spend the! tions of his arrangements. the bass issued here every week and they they'll drop airings rat | be dampered fast once it ¢ nes to 
, ea e js due back in New | section * i a : than do so. On the other hand, sta- | ht. Price set is less than in N. Y., 
holidays. He is due yac n ew sections embodying a new idea of }; than do s¢ ve other hans a r 
4 on where cl} » 3 ~~ - + wits) * 
York the first week in January, at | Kassel’'s tions in on the agreement (WBBM, | WMere Charge is from ¥150 O feed 8 
which time Rockwell might agree to At the end of a phrase. the new 3 FEDERAL JUDGES WGN, WENR. WMAQ) say that if | week for an average « f three airi ' } 
vi nee I ’ I T} ra "here ‘am 1] ymetimes ij 
sell his interest to O’Keefe andj} Kassel idea employs a combina- 7 pots retuse to pay they 1} ply fill The $100 covers em all, —— h 
. ») eo ere 
Nidorf, preliminary to making an-j|tion of tuba, trombone and eu- TELL ASCAP TO REPLY in from network | 21 a week here. 
other association or going into busi-}|phonium to kill pauses with bass | uw Move to charge spot the first in ai 
ness for himself. rhythm. Effect is a variation of a : about three yea Previous to that | 
Rockwell was approached on the/ shuffle rhythm. It was used for the I in Dee 2 lume, all places were required to pay GRACIE RARRIE HITCH 
‘ * a incon, ec. 41. 4 1 } | c or aoe 
sstcoast with the merger idea by | first time by hir in his recording on : actual expense if the pickups which = iis 
westcoast h . : rst time Dy non Al COE CNS Thre federal judges signed an , ; 


Charles Green, Consolidated head, a|of ‘The One Rose’ for RCA Blue oni r ‘toon (14) for Siete Buck ranged from $50 per week on some LIMITS ST ARI E’S RUN 
couple months ago. On his return | Bird Sept. 21 last. Kassel has in- ASCAP erésident: Cin Schirwnay. with small line charges, to as much ws ‘PES 

to New York four weeks ago Rock- | cluded the effect in all his arrange- eng ie l ent 9 ret >! as $500 a week for outlying country pecan 

well started to go into the deal in| ments since that time, and each bass all ‘‘ usic publishers a supply atin clubs. About three years ago, com- Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 
detail and it was after he and Green | section has been filed with the Bu- swers to Attorney Cianea Hunter’s | P&tuon among stations for name As result of Jack Denny’s salary 
had got together on basic terms that | reau of Copyrights in Washington at | 38 ne sti noe "wali ie ASCAP | bands became so great, chiseling be- : Ce 


ee nnsacyce + mers ope. 


squabble, which put Herbie Kaye into 











he or’s ‘ rs emurred.| the cos > copy AT] . : | gan ¢ -ontinue ntil curre i 
the forme r s partners demurred 'the cost of $1 per copy. operation in Nebraska. Case is the gan and continued until currently 
Rockwell-O’Keefe identity was to be _ wantin +t brought ameinek state! nobody is paying anything. Drake hotel, Chicago, MCA has 
‘ njunctiol sult I on agains Late | ‘ . 1 7 ‘ 
retained in the title of the merged and county law enforeement officers | This situation has been a_ head- |spotted Lawrence Welk from St. Paul 3 
ooking anc anagemer rganiza- i . apne ys che to station 1 nets and appar- | ’ 
book ns “4. APTN: OF ERAN RR i. Stein West to keep them from acting under the | 2C7€ ‘0 Stations and ne 1G @PPal~ | into William Penn hotel here be- 
10! or ; 2ast a year. 3 2 “AD 1 f ‘ ntly they firmly ; qd to stick | . 4 
ee ees Jules C. St left New York for | 2”! -ASCAP law of the last legisla- || " jet ta Ph eesti a | ginning first of year. Kaye was 
— — — - otein Je : ew OI OI ture by the ruling this time. Moreover, |‘ ‘ : if 
the Coast Monday (20). He will} they don’t feel the sum. which wil] | Originally slated for the post. Welk : 
T 7 a a " allse wy , “hicago ‘ Among ther things > ASCAP $ , 9 F I ’ ‘oe 
N y Opera Guild Sets |} pause a few days in Chicago,. Plans | ong other things, the AS(¢ Al average spots about $12.50 for a sin- | opens New Year's Eve, doubling for : 
~ Cen ito remain in Hollywood some time. | TOSS biz in Nebraska since 1920 is | ,, oamhanat i . ; ; : 
Indian Plav for B’wav ‘ W ‘- a . read PIE | Ste sroaacast, 1S €xCessive holiday with Dick Stabile. Latter 
A J | hypoing Music Corp.'s film talent ; #5*° |} On the other hand, hotels say their | pulls out following day for some one- 
_Provo, Utah, Dec. 21. b z. in i , dining rooms aren’t paying out as} niters in this section and couple of iy 
rhe New York Light Opera Guild's W liam Gcoouhardt, ee :- | Bilt A | t T iff | it is, so why should they go in the | theatre dates before heading for 
annual Broadway offering will be | MCA’s New York office, leaves Fri- ] more, tlan a, ari | hole deeper. Stations say the dining | Coast. 
r ~ a ee ree sd  « ’ 9 ‘ Tec ea Pe | A ; : De J ; 
‘The Sun Dance,’ a musical drama/day (24) on a wees Indies cruise. | : pes } rooms aren't supposed to pay off, Stabile’s contract at William Penn 
icti OV life < replia > . ac : 7 4 - 
depicting the love life and religious | 1s due back Jan. 12. Atlanta. Dec. 21 }and that if thousands a week can | had another month to run but he 
singersty of the Western Indian, by | —_ Bobby Grayson with Janet Ayres | be paid for a name band to exploit | asked for a release because of im- it 
Professor William F. Hanson, head of and Al Knapp, moved into Biltmore | the hotel, then an additional $100 | pending marriage (27) to Gracie : 
he music school, Brigham Young; § F Shuffl Staff Hotel Friday (17 “nape ‘an’t hurt ’ ‘I B: ical “d fer { 
t eG SUE, ae ee 5 am ox uffies Sta Hotel, Friday (17), replacing Marvin | Cant hurt ‘em much. arri€, musica comedy singer. i 


university, here. 
John Hand, American tenor, and a 


Frederick and crew. who will do a In end, it is expected that the big- | Welk’s engagement here is indef. 


Sam Fox has shaved down the old ; : | 
series of one-nighters in these parts | . -- d 








orme ‘ sician. who collabo- | Staff of Hollywood Songs, Inc., and : if 
former Utah musiciat C a il le ; .)| before returning to Biltmore in two} : 
rated with Professor Hanson, will be! transferred some of the professional : ‘ ; | 

, weeks. Grayson came here from} 4 


director. Guild’ debut artists and/| men in his other concern as replace- 


Southern Tavern and Mayfair Casino a 4 
horus of 60 voices will be featured. | ments. a ; THERE'S 7 
chorus of 60 voices will be featured Cleveland. Band is aired locally | 4 


: ie ae 
arsals wi gin ar Jar ) Affected by the personnel clip in|” ee = 
Rehearsals will begin around Jan. 10. the dil ceed sadaion are hit nightly over both WSB and WAGA. | 


Kornheiser, Jim Durkin and Dave| Biltmore tariff is dinner and dance | \ oy 
. p , . ’ a a \ F sim 
Dean Hudson Florida Clubmen in | Kent $1.50: music charges of 75c to guests | ; : 
from the south for engagement at arriving after 9 p.m.; Saturdays, 

Will ee me $1.10 to all guests arriving after 9| j 


Boston’s Normandie ballroom. 
Osborne due Christmas Day. Hud- Ted Lewis, continuing his theatre|P-m. Spot is getting a good play. | 































































son fills spot left by Joe Candullo. | trek, goes to Palace, Cleveland, Dec. 
Candullo’s femme _ warbler, Carol | 24; Fox, Detroit, 31, and Lyric, In- % ) i 
Bruce, off for pic tryouts. }dianapoklis, Jan. 7. Sales Managers IN HE SKY : 
| (Continued from page 30) ! 
& T “a 
Presents | ready going by the time the crack up | The HOME ON THE RANGE of | 
comes, } 
| os | this Generation! 
Buffalo, Dec. 21. 
| Back from the Chicago meeting, 
ee ‘ |held last week, Chairman Lewis H. | 
& REV EL Ss | Avery (WGR-WKBW) explains that | 
GORDON | 15 sectional groups will meet in i 
rtest Songs January under the leadership of di- 4 
: t+ and Sma | vision chairmen ; ted at the 
Bigges ; Vision chairmen appointe at the 
| Chicago session. Last year there 
|; were six sectional groups. Avery The No. 1 Song 
ET SOMEONE UMN | points out that the closer geographi- 
W | cal breakdown will cut traveling ex- nen ene pe 
' 
’ . NCHELL'S col 'penses and permit greater attend- 
ANNA BE IN wi fance at the regional metings. } MLL TA 2 R @) aa A Ny C E 
| W | Next national session is set for} 
AWAITI Sunday, Feb. 13, in the New Willard | | 
WAY'S GONE H Hotel, Washington, D. C. At that | Another “ONE NIGHT OF LOVE” from j 
BROAD time each sectional chairman will j rt 
1 5 SPORT offer a five to ten minute report on Grace Moore s New Picture ‘ 
Oo his own sectional session, in an at- ven? 7 , 
BE A GO d ton tempt to obtain a complete picture Pil Take Romance 
uc 7 ) } increas service tha ie 
soth Century-Fox os ter Winchell, Sain n¢ ed i vat ti 
From ae HISSES storring — can 7" | . 
A + e Simon. e-organized executive committee 
LOVE and Simon includes the following sectional 
chairmen: William Warner, WAAB, 
Boston; Charles Phillips, WFBL 
|Svracuse; Jack Hammond, KYW. 
pivens Philadelphia: Purnel!] Gould, WFBR. 
tv Baltimore: Morris Coleman, WATL. 
ond Burke iltimore; Mori leman, W. 
The Novelty ™ Gus Kahn. Wayne King Atlanta: E. Y. Flanigan, WFPD, To- 
es ledo: William R. Cline, WLS, Chi- 
ee? caLo. 
ers 52nd Str J. Leslie Fox, KMBC, Kansas City: 
iter Wang 
From Wa VE TO HT Wally Husted, WCCO. Minneapolis; 
| STILL LO You GOODNIG Frank Bishop, KFEL, Denver; O. L. 
Taylor, Amarillo. Tex.; Fred Palmer 
KISS Hock and Horeld — KOY, Phoenix, A and Charle 
By Walter Bu Couche, KOIN,. Portland. Ore 
} ' Two other sectional chairmen are 
y se . 
. Songs N = ing aren 
Christmas , WwW | yet to be appointee 
The Standard a _ COMIN TO TO | Among those on hand for the Chi- 
AUS iS Coots cago session were J. Bury! Lottridge, 
TA Cc d Fred dl 
SAN en Gillespie 9" KTUL. Tulsa former chairman; 
By Hoev Craig Lawrence KSO-KRNT, Des 
1938" Moines: Herb Hollister KANS 
Wanger's "Vogues of Wichita: K. W. Church, KMOX, St. | 
From Walter LD FEELING ; Louis: Charles C. Caley, WMBD, 
Sammy Foin | Peoria: Cline. Gould, Warner, Flani- 
THAT Cc By Lew Brow® ond |; Rall at d Fox 
LOOPERS IN MANHATTAN 
Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Included in general holiday exodus ! 
(ene. oftn c publishers’ men from Chi- 
' cay to N yY were Sid Goldstein 
Pr 1629 BROADWAY @ NEW YORK (Fa » Svivin Spira (Paramount), 
11 ‘ 1 ‘(Chapp Mu ay Sta I 
CHESTER COHN, Gen. Prof. Mor. my Kanter (Chappen), Ursay ean 
(Mills). Richard Mills and frau (Ex- 
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Pre-Xmas Slaps N. 


Y. Concert Biz; 


Met Skids to $44,500; Symph 156 





Pre-Christmas slump slapped the 
concert box office in N. Y. last week. 
Met Opera hit the skids again, al- 
though the holidays next week are 
expected to bring a brisk spurt. 
Philharmonic-Symph also fell off 
slightly, although not as much as ex- 
peers 
Estimates for the Week 
Metropolitan Opera Co., Met Opera 
House (3,580; $7-$4) (3d week). Six 
performances, plus another Sunday 
night opera concert at $2 top. Down 
again, $44,500 estimated, Anticipate 
a rebound next week, 
Philharmonic-Symph, Carnegie 
Hall (2.760; - $2-$1.75) (9th week), 
| sThursday eve., Friday aft., Saturday 
Sunday “aft (16-19). John Barbi- 
rolli conducting. Slightly off, partly 
due to a less popular program than 
the previous week, $14, 900. Also the 


eve. 


first of the season’s concerts for 
youth, Barbirolli conducting, last 
Saturday (18) morning; capacity, 
$2,400. 


Hippodrome Opera Co., Hipp (5.- 
500: 99c).. Sag pe te eve., Sunday aft. 
(18-19). Sad slump for this one, too; 


$4,900 estimated for two perform- 
anc2s. Expect better biz again next 
week. 


Uday Shan-Kar, St. James (1,520; 
$3.30-$2.75) Friday aft.. Sunday aft.. 
Sunday eve. (17-19). Only so-so for 
this Hindu dance troupe; estimated 
$6,700 for three performances. 

Martha Graham, Guild theatre 
(944: $2.20) Sunday (19) eve. First 
of two appearances by the dancer 
and her troupe; about 10 empty seats; 
$1,250. Concluding session of the 
series next Sunday (26) eve; capacity 
‘ anticipated, $1,270. 


Russian Ballet’s 
Eliington-Disney 
Terp Prod. Ideas 


Walt Disney, Duke Ellington and 











{ Mrs. John (Jock) Whitney are among 
; those who have been approached to 
Ps collaborate in the creation of a spe- 
cial ballet for Col. W. de Basil's 
i) Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo. 

the 1938-39 and 1939-40 sea- 


* For 
gon, Col. de Basil plans to feature 
works of American creators. This, 
in addition to the standard repertoire 
of his troupe. Among writers, ar- 
tists and musicians whom Col. de 
Basil is approaching, besides Elling- 
ton, Disney and Mrs. Whitney, are 
Gertrude Stein, Du Bose Heyward, 
Branch Cabell, Maxwell Anderson, 
Alexander Brook, Mrs. Stetten- 
heimer, Jo Mielzinger, Biago Pinto, 
Samuel Barber and Cian Carlo 
Menotti, whose opera ‘Amelia al 
Ballo’ it is understood is to be given 
at the Met. Arrangements are under 
way for creation of a ballet on 
George Gershwin’s works, 


$250,000 GOAL IS SET 
FOR DE BASIL BALLET 


Committee of friends of Col. 
Wasily de Basil are attempting to 
raise funds to organize another bal- 
let group for the impresario after 
Leonide Massine leaves him in Feb- 
ruary to join S. Hurok. 

On the committee are Prince 
Serge Obolensky, Vernon Duke, 
Robert Pitney, Savely Sorine, Rich- 
ard Davies and Maurice A. Steiner. 
It’s understood that Sir Oswald Stoll, 
owner of Covent Gardens, London. 
is also interested. Others men- 
tioned as possibly contributing part 
of the backing are Phyllis Byrne 
and Ethel Saltus. 

Group has set a goal of $250,000 
to be used for the ballet’s tour in 
England and the United States. 


4 Toscanini Ballyhoo 


San Francisco, Dec. 21. 

Arturo Toscanini concerts are be- 
f ing given a heavy local build-up over 
i) NBC outlets, KPO and KGO. ‘The 
Genius of Toscanini,’ a b ography 
4) penned by NBC siaff writer Samuel 
' B. Dickson, is being aired over KGO 
tonight repeated over KPO 

















and 
Thursday night. 
1 | Place of music in civic life will ke 
theme of Mayor Angelo J. Rossi in a 
P| talk over KGO Wednesday evening. 
ut Two San Francisco Symphony mus - 
cians. Willem van den Burg and 
Bruno Coleiti, both of whom have 
plaved under Toscanini, wll be in- 
terviewed Friday morning on KGO. 
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a ae 





Beb Harris appointed manager of 
Boston office of Shapiro-Bernstein. , 








,* 
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Gee Whiz! 


Announcement of the New 
York Women’s Symph concert 
Jan. 18 in Carnegie Hall carries 
the following statement: 

‘Program will include four 
harpsichords in Bach’s concerto 
for four pianos, originally writ- 
ten for four violins by Vivaldi.’ 

Gee whiz! 


CLEVE. SYMPH, 
UNION END ROW 











Cleveland. Dec. 21. 
leveland Symph has dismissed its 
injunction against Milt Krasny, head 
of musicians union local 4, and six 
other officers. The orchestra is set- 
ting five musicians involved in court 
battle to work on next concert. 

Men, who have been marking time 
for nearly two months, after threat- 
ened with expulsion by A. F. of M,, 
are Leon Zawiwza, Jack Goredeotzky, 
David Schwartz, Theron McClure 
and Tom Brennan, They were con- 
tracted for at beginning of season by 
Artur Rodzinski, conductor, whom 
union accused of favoring out-of- 
town talent and not giving local boys 
a break. 

Albert Stoessel, head of N. Y. 
Juilliard School of Music, was the 


arbiter, spending several days here 
auditioning to see if hiring of 
‘strange’ musicians was_ justified. 


Krasny okayed them, too, but is ask- 
ing for a definite agreement with 
Symph’s manager, Carl J. Vosburgh, 
for future deals. It is understood or- 
chestra later this season will hire 
five Clevelanders he suggested. 


CENTER, N. Y., SOLD OUT 
FOR JAN. 2 DANCE BILL 


Demand for seats for the all- 
Amer'can modern dance recital Jan. 
2 at the Center theatre, N. Y., has 
been so great there will be no b.o. 
sale whatever. Entire 3,381-seat 
house has been sold out in advance. 
Top price is $5.50 for mezzanine, 
$2.20 for orchestra, ranging down to 
500 seats at 35c each. 

Program, considered greatest name 
lineup ever offered on one show, in- 
cludes Ruth St. Denis, Hanya Holm, 
Tamiris, Charles Weidman, Doris 
Humphrey and Martha Graham, 
each with his own troupe. Modern 
American dancers have hitherto been 
considered not so potent at the b.o. 
Coming event is part of the Inter- 
national Dance Festival. 


Philharmonic Ducks 


With NBC debuting 
Toscanini concert series this Satur- 
day (Christmas) night, the N. Y. 
Philharmonic-Symphony orch is not 
giving its usual Saturday night con- 
cert in Carnegie Hall. 

Matter is called entirely a coinci- 
dence by Philharmonic officials, who 
point out that their schedule was 
made up early last spring. There has 
been considerable criticism in con- 
cert circles because of NBC's action 
in skedding iis series on Saturday 
nights, which may conceivably con- 
flict with regular concert schedules 
throughout the country. 


Panchite Incorporates 
Albany, Dec. 21. 


Panchito and his La Conga Orches- 
tra, Inc., New York, has beeen incor- 
porated with a capital stock of 100 
shares, no par value, to engage in 
the theatrical business. 

Directors, each holding one share, 
are: Attornev Robert J. Feldman. 
Sylvia W. Markin and Jessie S. 
Goldbach, New York city. 














its Arturo 


Lew White’ s Discs 
Lew White. radio organist, is 
Vv xing a series of 12-inchers for 
Victor on a reyalty basis, using harp, 
viclin and choral accomp. 
First counlets are ‘In a Monastery 





Garden’ with ‘Liebestraum’ as one. 
and ‘Rosary’-Bells of St. Mary’s,’ as 
another. 
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the week, 
the two NBC links and CBS. 








Breakdown of Network Plugs 


Following is an analysis of the combined plugs of current tunes on WEAF, WJZ and WABC computed for 


from Monday through Sunday (Dec, 13-19). 
‘Commercials’ refers to all types plugs on sponsored programs. In ‘Source’ col- 


umn, * denotes film songs, t legit tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. 


Grand total represents accumulated performances on 


Grand Commer- 
Title Publisher Source Total cials Vocals 
| Rosalie «....6. SO ee ee eater Se eee eS eee? lo! Pere r rere ee era 8 14 
Pe CONSOSMON 6 ios bso ve 5 ss eeeeses EE 4.444640 643% Tre Confession... s<cccscss - 30 6 22 
Votre B BS VOPINOOTE: oc locccsscesccesuse PROMS 65.888 655 6% *You’re a Sweetheart......... - 30 4 22 
Corer I, Oe PIES oc 6cc ses eenetices ceean BET tkietes a EP PO Pree rrr rer tee o a 13 24 
| Sweet ON erry en rere tee Cy ae sPEDVG 206  TSROS vii scccs - 25 5 11 
| Nice Work If You Can Get It.......... CBSNDGH .isceees *Damsel in Distress......... . af 8 19 
E POM PR. DOU 6 hack rv vee ence ves rr Pe ria ke rursiedsanasetease crs 24 6 13 
I errs Merete: | Sere Pop es - 22 6 16 
You Too! Words Out of My Heart.... Paramount ,..... SE DPOGECORL. icc scecceqeccs « a 3 18 
There's a Gold Mine in the Sky 2. Saerrrerery ERE Sere reer err rr > ae 9 14 
Farewell My Love....... ere >. | ae Pe ick Cee enne oo aR Ae 20 2 12 
Itt The: Still OL PUISMt... ccc nccccscsvcses RPMINOEE as0:0s 000 eee reer Terr eee ee » 20 3 10 
Be I warcial Ki ewan 6 band Sac ae enna Paramount ...... 3 gk Serre ee » 20 $ 9 
You Can’t Stop Me from Dre Sr) ee os rr RES SS eee eee re 18 7 15 
Dipsy te ec aueee RE err eer ree er re eet mire ae 18 3 12 
Se Pe MPT cieeeactias “Life of Party. Ga arenas - 1 4 6 
When Organ Played Oo Promise Me.... Morris ........... ed rr arr eee . ae 6 14 
I Wanna Be in Winchell’s Column...... a *Love and Hiss: OR fava vias wea o ae 3 14 
I Still Love to Kiss You Good Night.. Feist ............. << 8. eer ere ~ me 5 9 
EOSSOMS OF BTOMGWAY ... 0c cccccsesss POMOUS 6c ccacccs *Blossoms on Broadway...... « ae 3 9 
CE Tee PURE CORTE ee 3 Se eS. | err rrr re eee Pere 16 5 4 
Z wer 20 for Crrictmas. ........'sees re a ne eee eee ee ree 14 6 12 
I See Your Face Before Me...... ee +Between the Devil........... - 1 0 8 
SRORE COCO ik che dacs ccapeccecewcenl NN ow 5g PUN Palade as bihada ese 0se bene tne 1 1 5 
Mama, That Mc n Is Here Again...... Paramount .......*Big Broadcast.............. « 3 1 9 
Everything You Said Came True....... Remick .......... CAR. ind ca bie kane 6.6 aid ak kee . 28 3 8 
I’ve Hitched My Wagon to a Siar...... Ty ee *Hollywood Hotel............ - 4 1 | 
PRIORI TOY GPP ROR chic ccsts cowceséos EMIMIEO San secdees SATE errr Tee o as 1 ¥ 
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Music Notes 


Phil Charig and Arthur Quenzer 
have turned in six tunes for ‘Swiss 
Miss’ at Hal Roach to be sung by 
Della Lind and Walter Woolf King. 
Four so far titled are ‘The Top of 
the Morning. to You,’ ‘The Cricket 





Song,’ ‘As Sure as There’s a Sky 
Above,’ and ‘I Can't Go Over the 
Alps.’ 


Lew Porter's five ditties cleffed 
for ‘Rangers. Rouudup’ will be pub- 
lished by Irving Mills. Numbers are 
‘Hilltop Rendezvous,’ ‘Jo-Jo from 
Mexico,’ ‘Just a Spanish Shawl.’ 
‘Sing a Song,’ and ‘The Terror of 
Termite Valley.’ 

Hollywood Songs, Inc., pw lish- 
ing two numbers from 20tn-Fuox re- 
lease of Principal Pictures’ ‘Hawaiin 
Buckaroo,’ Smith Ballew cowboy 
musical, Titles are ‘Hawaiian Memo- 
ries,’ by Albert Von Tilzer and Eddie 
Grant, and ‘Ridin’ to the Rhyihm of 
the Round-Up,’ by Albert Von Tilzer 
and Harry MacPherson 

Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby com- 
pleted ‘Snooks,’ which Fanny Brice 








dy Temains persor ral rep. 


- “ee we we « -- -- —*. 


will warble in Metro’s ‘Everybody | 
Sing.’ 

Dick Whiting and Johnny Mercer 
are cleffing numbers for ‘Howdy, 
Stranger’ at Warners 

Rudy Bundy has swune to Rock- 
well-O’Keefe management. Bob Buu- 





Inside Stuff—Music 


Swing bands lost old leadership in annual orchestra popularity poll Mar- 
tin Block conducted this year on Make-Believe Ballroom program over 
WNEW, N. Y. In contrast with six swing outfits last year in first 10, only 
three placed in 1937 voting. Benny Goodman, who won third in 1936 in 
Block’s poll, copped first place this year. Tommy Dorsey moved up from 
ninth last year to second position in 1937 voting. 

Horace Heidt, who made no records before this vear, finished third, 
though his music was heard on Make-Believe recordings for initial time 
in 1937. Guy Lombardo and Hal Kemp finished fourth and fifth respec- 
tively, same as 1936. 

Glen Gray, second place winner last year, 
Kay, who failed to place in first 10 in 1936 ,was seventh. Shep Fields, 
victor in Block’s poll last year, was eighth. Bunny Berigan and Eddie 
Duchin wound up ninth and tenth. 

Though only three typically swing bands were in first 10 this year, first 





was in sixth spot. Sammy 


and second place winners (Goodman and Dorsey) were firmly identified 
as being top-flight swingster ouifits. 
Deal whereby the Warner Bros. publishing interests were to take over 


operation of the Olman Music Corp, for the Lombardos has gone cold 
and the bandmen will conduct the business for themselves with Joe Gold 
as manager. WB was to receive 50% of the Olman stock, 

It had been orizinally suggested that Warner start off the revival of 
the Olman catalog by assigning ‘Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen’ to the latter 
firm, but this was nixed by WB counsel. Tune carries the Harms, Inc., 
imprint, 

Renewal rights to the copyright of ‘Temntation Rag’ have been acquired 
by Mills Music, Inc., from Mrs. Henry Lodge, widow of the compose 
Number has been published by Wiitmark. 





Wingy Mannone has cleffed a nov- 
elty tune, ‘Where's the Waiter,” Rob- 


will take 
Jan. 7; 


Ted Weems theatre tour 
him to the Chices9, Chicago, 


bins publishing. Fox, Detroit, 14; Lyric, Indianapolis, 
—_-— "1: Stanley, Pittsburgh, 28; Earle, 

Jack and Loretta Clemons have! Washington, Feb. 4: Earle. Philadel- 
co-authored “Busy Making Love,|obhia, 11, and Hippodroine, Balti- 


Fred Fisher publishing. 
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AFA Puts Blame on Performers 





For Signing of Phoney Contracts 


7 v 


Complaint of acts against cancella- 
tions, especially in niteries, is being 
met with as best as possible, says the 
American Federation of Actors. 
Union, however, lays the evil right 
pack into the laps of the performers, 





who sign phoney and unfavorable 
contracts, putting themselves right 


on the spot. 

Situation is worst out of town 
where acts have little or no protec- 
tion but only pressure of hypothet- 
blacklisting of joints. AFA 
can’t order acts not to play a spot 
but can only advise against it or em- | 
phasize certain contractual stipula- | 
tions. It cannot use pressure because 
of a lack of complete control at pres- 
ent. 

Acts, it is proved, sign any kind of 
a piece of paper. Some contracts 
are even written on wrapping paper, 
in pencil frequently, enabling the 
managers and operators to walk out 
on their obligations. AFA is trying 
to correct this through promotion 0! 
its form contract but does not have 
complete cooperation from acts, In- | 
cluding its own members. Signing of | 
30 N. Y. spots somewhat helps the | 
local conditions but even this is still 
very incomplete. 

State labor: attorneys cannot act | 
for performers, either, because of the 
lightweight contracts. Eager to work, 
acts sign the best they can get and 
while. working (when cancellation 
does not interfere) paradoxically cut 
their own throats. 


ical 





the | 


Cancellations are many and | 


reasons for them just as numerous. 
Eagerness of agents and bookers to 
get commissions often places an act 


out of town minus any guarantee 
while arranger hopes they will click. | 
No mention is made of audition 


stipulation, cancellability after first 
performance, mixing with customers 
(often forcing acts out voluntarily) 
or other qualifications. 

AFA is also trying to throttle this 
gimmick through its N. Y. connec- 
tions using the unfair agent listing. 





Same cannot be done with spots but | Christmas Day. 
frequently pressure from AFA forces | for 


| spring, 


Palace, Fort Wayne, | 


Slates Vaude Policy | 


Fort Wayne, Dec. 21. 

Palace theatre starts new vaud-| 
film policy New Year’s Eve. House} 
has been showing first run pix this | 
fall but not drawing crowds Ethel | 
Waters and troupe to open New| 
Year's Eve for five-day run, followed | 
by Ted Lewis’ band, 
Jan. 7 for four days. 
Larry Golde of the William Morris 
office in N. Y. is handling 
for Harvey Cocks manager of | 
Quimby theatres, operators of the} 
Palace. Golde has announced Little | 
Jack Little, King’s Jesters, Mr. and | 


which comes in 


’ | 
DOOKINgS 


Mrs. Jesse Crawford, Jack Denny, | 
|Ina Ray Hutton, Duke Ellington, | 
Vincent Lopez, Cab Calloway, Herbie | 
Kay, Shep Fields, Louis vonage of 
Jimmy Dorsey, Hal Kemp, Louis 
Prima and Ted Weems already | 
booked for the winter and early | 


ALBEE IN VAUDE FOLD, 
THIRD IN PROVIDENCE, 


Providence, Dec. 21. 
Fay’s theatre, the town’s. only | 
consistent vaude.- house, will have} 


more opposition next week when the 
Albee sole RKO house here, rejoins| 
the vaude field. Empire and Fay’s 
are now catering to vaude fans. 
Albee’s new stage policy will re- 


main indefinitely. Albee has been 
an in-and-outer in the vaude field 
for years. Empire only recently 
inaugurated stage policy and has 


been thriving since. 
Fay’s has had a combo policy since 





1915 and has never deviated from | 
it. 
. 

’ | 

Bulls’ Comeback | 
Powers’ Elephants go _ into the | 


Roxy, N. Y., for one week opening | 
First theatre date 


the bulls in 10 years, having | 


agent to deal with club regarding | been in outdoors all the time. 


act payoff and less irregularities. 


| 
HARRIS, LONDON, SETS 
FIRST VAUDE BOOKING 


London, Dec. 21. 

For many years one of the best 
known cabaret bands in London, 
Jack Harris goes into vaude for the 
first time. American maestro will 
only play four weeks in town for 
General theatres and Moss Empires, 
so as not to conflict with his perma- 
nent engagement at Ciro’s Club, in 
which he has a big financial inter- 
est. 

Another famous stick wielder to 
make his vaudeville debut is Louis 
Levy, for years musical advisor to 
Gaumont-British. Levy will have a 
symph of 33. He is already dated 
up for 14 weeks. 

Jack Hylton has booked and will 
present both attractions. 








Cincy Revives Vaude, 
_ Taft Starting ‘Eve’ 


Cincinnati, Dec. 21. 

Starting New Year's eve, the indie 
Taft auditorium will be tenanted for 
a run of vaudfilm under direction 
of Milford Unger, manager of the 
former legit Grand Opera House for 
many years. Initial stage show will 
be ‘Waikiki Nights.’ It’s the first 
fiesh-pic combo for Cincy this sea- 
son. Last season the RKO Shubert 
linked revues and vaude with pix 
but is straight screen now. 

Taft will have only two perform- 
ances for its first night. Thereafter 
it will grind four-a-day with addi- 
tional performances on Saturdays 
and Sundays. Shows will be changed 
weekly. 








Ken Murray Booked 


Ken Murray, with Oswald and 


Marlyn Stuart, has been set for a | 


series of vaude dates. Opens Jan. 14 
at the Palace, Chicago, followed by 
the Boston, Boston, and the Palace, 
Cleveland, 

Sammy Weisbord, of the Morris 
Office, agented, 


Set by George Hamid office, 


| ago. 
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Indpls. Gets ‘Eestasy’ 
Bookings for Vaude Hit 


Indianapolis, Dec. 21. 


Keith's is reshowing ‘Ecstasy,’ as 
part of a double feature bill. Pic 
showed her2 last spring at the 


Indiana theatre and turned up in the 
red. 

House previously announced book- 
ing of stage show from WLW for 
Christmas week, and, in view of the 
prestige of film in this town, there is 


| some speculation as to whether WLW 
| booking bureau will permit perferm- 


ers to follow 
WLW 


played 


sex picture into house. 
shows have _ previously 
Lyric theatres 
turned in a profit on 


Indiana 
here, and have 
both trips 


anda 


Mpls. Stageless 
For First Time 


This New Year's 


Dec. 21. 


Minne apol S 


For the first time within memory, 
local loop will be entirely without a 
stage show New Year's eve. The 


Minnesota Amuse. Co. and Mort. H. 
Singer had expected to have Wayne 
King’s band for the latter’s Orpheum 
New Year's week, but King decided 
to take no theatre dates at this time, 
leaving the film houses without any 


flesh entertainment. The Gayety 
(stock burlesque) is closed until 
Easter week, and the next Lyceum 
attraction, ‘Brother Rat,’ isn’t due 


until Jan. 3. 

John J. Friedl, Minnesota Amuse. 
(Publix) gencral manager, says name 
stage attractions never have been so 
searce. He avers he is willing to 
the limit to obtain them—that 


go 


| price is no object—but they can’t be 


found. The only Orpheum under- 
lines are Ted Lewis and his band in 
January and, possibly, Eddy Duchin. 

Stage shows minus names don’t 
pull here. With a unit show sans a 
big name, the Orpheum dropped 
$2,000 New Year’s week two years 
Last year, with another unit 
show lacking a box-office name, the 
same house took it on the chin for 
$1,000, 











Theatre Authority-Opposed Chi 


Benefit Show; SRO, but No Stars 
Showed at Mayor Kelly's Shindig 





N.T.G. IN A DITHER 


Withdraws Troupe at Indpls. 
When Aude Throws Coins 


Indianapolis, Dec. 21 
While doing a benefit performance 
at the Christmas party of the Pres: 
Club here Saturday night (18), Nils 
T. Granlund temporarily 


withdrew 


+ 
v 





| 


m’ nbers of h troupe during the 
middle of the program and sharply | 
rebuked some of the persons the 
audience for tossing coins at one 


his dancers 


N. T. G.,. head of his own unit cur- 
rently on the stage at the Lyric 
theatre here, is a former newspape} 


man and was a guest of honor at the 


club’s party. As a friendly gesture 


he had brought along his performers 


to entertain. 
who had 


After denouncing those 


‘insulted’ his dancer, 


. 


> 


Gran- 


lund called off the entertainment 
An apology and explanation fol- 
lowed, however, and the affair was 


smoothed ove! 


ASSN. OF DANCING PROFS: 
FIGHT RACKET SCHOOLS 


Annual 
Teachers’ 


convention of 


Business Assn. to be helc 


at the Park Central hotel. N. Y., Dec. 
include discussion to 
terp 


28 and 29, will 

abolish racket, mushroom 

schools throughout the country. 
Thomas E. Parson, executive 


Dancing 


J 


sec- 
retary, has announced that organiza- 


tion of 150 legit dancing school oper- 


ators of U. S. and Canada 


steps ta erase the chiseling fly-by- 
nights. 

Discussion of tightening up of re- 
quirements for membership = and 
demonstrations of all phases of dan- 
cing will also be included. Directors 


are Margaret B. Inslee, 


ning and Frank Hall. 


will take 


Marion 
Howell, Mildred Drewes, Jack Man- 
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Dec. 21 
Mayor 


Chicago, 
sponsorship, of 


Under 


Party | Edward J. Kelly, the fifth annual 


‘Night of Stars’ 
(15), with the 
consisting of 


came off Wednesday 
talent 
band musicians 
Mayor Kelly could have had the co- 
operation of 


majority of 
pit 
and 


every performer! 


| actor in town, as he has had previ- 
| ously, except that he refused to give 
one cent of the $360,000 gross to any 
actors’ fund although the Theatre 
Authority had asked cooperation 
Making two trips to Chicago, Alan 
Corelli, executive secretary of Thea- 
tre Authority, Inc., made every con- 
cession in the list to Mayor Kelly to 
| conform with TA ruling. even 
promising that the TA share would 
be used for Chicago actors’ funds 
exclusively. TA asked 15% of ticket 
sales only, not of donations, which 
would total $1,500. Corelli was told 
by Mayor Kelly personally that he 
(Kelly) would. have nothing what- 
ever to do with actors’ unions, and 


| 
| 
| 











that he’d run his own shew his own 
way if he had to use amateurs. 
Daily papers either misunderstood 
Corelli’s purpose, or else they de- 
liberately went out of their way to 


harm. One story after another from 
the Mayor’s oiiice was printed as 
given. Only one, when confronted 


by Corelli, made any retraction 

In consequence of being pushed 
around, Corelli declared the benefit 
unfair, and members of Equity and 
American Federation of Actors were 
barred from playing it. On the other 
hand, James C. Petrillo, Chicago 
Federation of Musicians head, said 
that if the performers failed to ap- 
pear at Mayor Kelly’s benefit, he'd 
pull the music out of the spots these 
performers were working. 

As given, ‘Night of Stars’ seemed 
to be a misnomer for the program. 
There were no stars on the bill. The 
4°0 performers were mostly mu- 
sicians. The rest were radio people, 
vaudeville and nitery acts, 
flock of, amateurs. 

Although scheduled for an appear- 
ance, not one legit performer showed 
up. Several names from other 
branches of the business were also 
billed, but did not appear. 

Stadium was S.R.O. but all the 
people saw was Mayor Kelly sur- 
rounded by family-time vaudeville 
acts, some radio and nitery turns, 
and a pit band that changed per- 
sonnel every few minutes. 

While Corelli was not successful 
in combating the political setup of 
City Hall, as it is run by the present 
body, he nevertheless did get the 
Theatre Authority established as a 
force as far as Chicago is concerned. 

This is not only because there were 
no stars at the ‘Night of Stars’ but 
also because the matter has not yet 
been dropped. Corelli is to ask 
Screen Actors Guild to reprimand 
Warner Bros., because of an alleged 
studio wire to Mayor Kelly, offering 
to help him in the faee of his op- 
position, even suggesting WB pipe in 
a show for the purpose. 


WHEELER TRYING OUT 
REVUE IDEA ON COAST 


Hollywood, Dec. 2}. 
Bert Wheeler opens New Year's 
Eve in Portland, Ore., with a twee 
hour show tagged ‘Hollywood Revue,” 
and is taking along a troupe of 36, 
including a number of film person- 
alities. Idea is a new one in enter- 
tainment and, if it clicks, Wheeler 
plans a return here and book further 
engagements in the south and east. 
Headliners include Wheeler, Helen 
Twelvetrees, Bert Walton. Sally 
Haines, and Will and Gladys Aherne. 
Also a band of 11 pieces and a line of 
12 girls, together with three advance 
men for ballyhoo. Initial tour will 
play two weeks of one-nighters. 


Pit Problem Solved 


Lancaster, Pa., Dec. 21. 
When Ray O'Connell, manager of 
the Capitol here, switched his or- 
chestra from the pit to the stave he 
solved all his vaude problems but 
one—what to do with the pit. 
Solution is his ‘Down in Front 


and a 














'Club’ membership, limited to one 
| day, which is secured b; buying @ 
| seat_in the pit at premium price. 
‘Gag has been a séllott. ide 
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GROSVENOR HOUSE 


(LONDON) 
London, Dec. 14. 
With the exception of Billy Ben- 
neit, the show is all American. It 
is produced by George Hale, and his 
Glamour Girls, who were at the Park 
avenue hostelry in ‘Beauty Circus, 
have been retained, and six others 
added to the troupe. Burton Pierce, 


tap dancer: Ames and Arno, knock- 
about man and woman team, both | 
from the States, are also in the 
show 


Pierce works in a Big Apple num- | 


yer, besides doing his own turn 
Girls and the specialist 
-ontribute seven items in just a little 
ver three-quarters of an hour. 

sho which has the title ‘Park 
Avent to Park Lane.’ opens with 
the girls, followed by Pierce. Then 
the girls present a very pretty tab- 
leau in white costumes, scanty when 
originally shown, and more so when 
they discard outer coverings. 

Ames and Arno get by with some 
knockabout tricks, but do not seem 
to be innately funny. 

The fifth turn is a Big Apple pres- 
entation by the girls, headed by 





Pierce. Good enough. 
After feeling his way while an- | 
nouncing the turns, Bennett comes | 


on for his son%s and dishes the dirt 
without over-stepping the mark. He 
gauges his stuff bv his auditors, and 
has erouch material on hand to sive 
it to them as they want it. Jolo. 


MIRROR ROOM 


(SALT LAKE CITY) 


Sait Lake City, Dec. 19. 

Salt Lake City’s newest nitery. 
Mirror Room, preemed Friday (17) 
to capacity at the Newhouse hotel 
burg’s s2cond largest hostelry. Lavish 
and picturesque, it cost around 
$60,000. 

Spotted on main floor of the hotel, 
room is composed of three separate 
divisions. Mirror Room is for danc- 
ing alone but two adjoining dinine 
rooms, with sliding panels converts 
two large halls into one. It can ac- 
commodate 300 couples. 

toom will operate two nights a 
week, Friday and Saturday. Decora- 
tions ar2 in the classical Empire style 
with mirrors as the principal motif. 

Two shows are given nightly, with 
George Kirk and his band holding 
forta. Kirk, tall. personable drum- 
mer. has a versatile eight-piece crew 
majority of whom are hometown 
boys. However, they lean to brass 
a bit too much. 

Band features two vocalists, Ken- 
ny Stoker and Janice Don, both 
worthwhile. Lad is a comer, with one 
of those plush romantic voices that 
lulls the femmes. He also m.c.’s the 
floor shows and blows a sax as a 
bandmember. Gal, who has an ex- 
cellent soprano voice, was troubled 
on opening night by a lack of co- 
operation from the p.a. system and 
a none-too-go0d selection of pons. 

For the local sophisticates, hotel 
has DeWolfe and Yvette. young ball- 
room team. Their opening dance 
stresses the Latin. They do a neat 
rhumba, a welcome respite from the 
usual can-can-boleros and_tangos 
featured by duos passing through 
here. 

Ikey Gibson, the hotel’s Negro bus- 
boy. unfolds a collection of samology 
treasured in the Bill Robinson al- 
bum. Lad gets several calls. Betty 
Crosby. eitht-year-old acrobat, does 
standard tumbles and handwalking 
routines for a big hand. 

There's no bar, since the state has 
a monopolv svstem. Not even legal 
wine is sold. Bottled beer, however 
is okay. 

KDYL,. local NBC outlet. is airin« 
Kirk’s band for auarter-hou stint 
on the weekend nights. Guss. 


Arcadia-International 


(PHILLY) 
Philadelohia,-Dec. 18. 
Despite nice work by Herbie Kay's 
band and a couple of good acts, Ar- 
cadia show this session doesn’t build 
uv to the plump entertainment that 
it misht be exnected to achieve in 
mid-season. What's needed for the 
extra somethin® mav well be the line 
of eitht Mavfair Girls 


which was 
eliminated hy operator Art Padnuia 
recently. Line was topnotch optic- | 
fille 


Herbie Kay crew is neat 13-piece | 


avterevation, slightlh on the brassy liom. Tom and Sis ‘Dowling. a 
side. but with bunch of double- | C2UP!le of Arthur Murray Big Ap- 
upners that malre possible some nice | ? . do that thing, and get ‘em all 
variations. Style isn’t definitely set |°" ! * for in a mammoth square 
yet. althouvh a few numbers give | (ance. The youngsters have the cus- 
promise Most arrangements are | omMers doing the Praise Allah, the 
good, with Jim Williamson, sax. and | 2¥5¥-Q ard all the other intricacies 
Claude Kennedy, pianist, outstand- | °F the B.A. Withal, lots o° fun, an 
in’. ‘ } the spot is doing bullish biz. Ne 
Kav m.c’s show. Williamson wand- | COuvert, 31 minimum check. 
ing. Former has ecsy line of Abel. 
that moa'-es him okay as an act int: | — 
ducer. He leads the band in a couple 
of novelties. Best is conv of variou REST. DE LA PAIX 
mular orchestras. Three Kays —_ oasis pane > 
suirwers from the band. do a short | (ST. MORITZ HOTEL, N. Y.) 
turn, exhibbing pleasant harmonv New show into the Restaurant de 
Kav Choir. in which entire crew ila Paix. street floor eatery of the 
comes out on the floor and warbles | Hote! St. Moritz now that the Sky 
to -ecompeniment of piano, is also | Gardens has been oflicially shuttered 
good {has Basil Fomecn’'s hithly ap»oropri- | 


neine Kas 


“Hurricane” roadshowing here, 


performers | 


1 at this time, with 
fea- 


turing his wife, Dorothy Lamour, 
was smart move. 

Femme chirper is Lois Kaye. Has 
a hard voice that’s only so-so, but 
is a nifty looker. Pipes four num- 
bers in a row in her one 
which might do better if split into 
two. 

Top of the 


session, 





smooth ball- 


show is 


Pr duo of Gary Leon and wife. 
i Marcia Mace. Femme is_ particu- 
llarly graceful, cute and pert. Rou- 
ltines aren't particularly distinctive, 
but up their alley. 

Show curtains with Bob Dupont 
ind h usual comic juggling turn 
Act is good for just as many bellies 


the 100th time it’s caught as the first. 
Herb. 


| Arabian Supper Club 


(COLUMBUS, OHIO) 
Columbus, O., Dec. 17. 


Club appears to have caught on 
despite the industrial recession out 
this way. Currently, policy 1s 


straight floor shows, three nightly 
Food always has been oke with the 
| patrons and prices are average for a 
} 


iop class nitery. 
| Current show is fast, well-balanced 
1 40-minute bill. 

Lane and Carroll offer well ex- 


|ecuted tap routines. Youthful in ap- 
pearance and smartly garbed, this 
|team merits enthusiastic reception. 
Four McNallie Sisters, who are love- 
ly to look at, sing well and climax 
their offerings with novelty dances 
that go over big. 
Gloria Shayne, 
second week, sings 
cerity that holds 
Ballero, impersonator and m.c., in- 
cludes in his repertoire of charac- 
terizations stars of radio and screen 
He handles the m.c. duties suavely. 
Clint Noble and his orchestra pro- 
vide smooth dance rhythm. Instru- 
mentation is oke for a spot of this 


held over for a 
pops with sin- 
audience. Marc 


kind, with hot numbers being held 
down, minus brass, to the satisfac- 
tion of the dancers. Mack. 


SHOW BOAT 


(PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 18. 


Joe Cappo’s definitely a name here, 
and Show Boat’s been smart in 
bringing him back as the stellar at- 
traction. A hard worker, he’s a flip 
m.c. with an incessant line of patter 
and enough on the ball to step out 
and do a crack 15-minute specialty 
himself. 

For his solo, Cappo’s got a slick 
routine that combines impressions of 
Charlie Chaplin and Chaz Chase. 


Ruth Hazen (Mrs. Cappo) is a 
corking blonde looker who goes in 
for acrobatics and makes it look both 
easy and attractive, while Trudy 
DeRing, s.a. redhead, does a modified 
strip version of the tease. 


Vocals are looked after by Wayne 
Vargason, a handsome baritone; John 
Randolph and Wilma Douglas. Lat- 
ter also doubles between dance num- 
bers at piano. Line of six girls is 
nicely costumed. 

Music's by Al Marsico, former the- 
atre musician, who organized own 
band few years ago. He’s rapidly 
developing a neat dance style. 

Cohen. 


HOTEL SHELTON, N. Y. 


The Shelton Corner, as this grill 
and bar is now apily dubbed, really 
had the jump on the Lexington ave- 
nue cafe biz. long before the Hotels 
Lexington ‘(Hawaiian Room) and 
Belmont-Plaza (Glass Hat) mopped 
up. Hence, the Shelton is sort of 
doing a comeback fight, but doing 
it novelly and well. 

The medium is an odd combo 
called Milt Herth’s Melodists, which 
‘omprises Herth, who swings it a 
the Hammond electric organ; Frank 
Frocba, a West 52nd street sender. 





at the music box; Dick Ridgley. 
drums, vibraphone and xylo; and 
Slats Long on the clarinet. Pat Har- 


rinston, another 52nd street zany, has 





likewise moved into the fashionable 
least side sector, and m.c.’s, although 
| he’s slated to return to the Club 18 
this week and reassume his foilins 
for Jack White. Harrington will 
jouble both spots, 
To ton off the Shelton’s swing 


cludes Ralph Gonzalez’ Cuban quar- 
tet, string ensemble, which would do 
better by adding a maracas, bongo 
and other percussion instrumentation 
to highlight the rhumba rhythms. 
Two specialty acts also contrib 
nicely. Albenice is a magico work- 
ing in Hindu turban and makeup, 
aided by a femme. He does the 
| standard chicken-and-cup tricks, cut- 





| ting-of-the-rope and paper, and then 
abracadabraing them into’ whole} 
| piece, etc. His stuff is competently 
| performed and, if anything, done just 
'a shade too smoothly, so that it 
doesn’t take on the proper air of | 


Bear Market for Acts, 
Even Though It’s Free 


Decline in tourist business has cut 
into the booking of acts on ships. 
With drop in market, shipping biz 
has found things tougher than ex- 
pected this fall, and report is that 
fewer acts are being booked for the 
cruises. 

Performers usually go for the ride, 
few being paid any eash other than 
for tipping and incidentals. 





NAME BANDS SLATED 
FOR DET.’S FOX STAGE 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 
Fox theatre here will start off new 
| year with raft of name band attrac- 
tions on stage, due chiefly to paucity 
of name acts and fact orchestras usu- 
| ally pack ’em in at this spot. 
| Skedded for Dec. 31 is Ted Lewis. 








Vincent Lopez follows Jan. 7; Ted 


available. 


| mystery and difficulty. Weems, Jan. 14; Ethel Shutta, Jan. 

Betty and Freddy Roberts are a| 21, and Hal Kemp, Jan. 28. Shep 

mixed pair of dancers, specializing BLACK FOREST ICE SHOW | Fieias and Abe Lyman are tenta- 

in ballroomology, although his con- | | tively set for February, wh'le Benny 

cluding Latin terps tips off his past T0 REOPEN TOUR XMAS Goodman comes in as soon as he’s 
|antedecents as a Spanish dancer | 
| 


|She’s a blond, he the Latin type 
| Make nice appearance and, for the 


| type of place, do all right. No cou- | 
|vert, pop tariffs and Roget. new 
| headwaiter, who knows his stuff. 
Abel. 


| 
| 


PROCTOR’S, N. Y., ENDS 


| 
| 
| 


CUFFO, SWITCHES TO PIX 


i 
| Cuffo shows at Proctor’s 58th St. | 
| theatre on Friday nights have been 
{dropped by the management. Pres- 
| sure from actors, agents and the 
|American Federation of Actors 
|brought about switch back to straight 
pix. 

House had, through various tie- 
ups, been getting small time and | 
nitery acts for a.m. appearances, | 
ostensibly on the ‘audition’ premise. 
Lasted about six weeks and was 
dropped when publicity spread too 
far. 


| 
} 
| 





Fritz and Jean Hubert’s | 
Brother Loses Libel Suit) 


Seattle, Dec. 21. 

In the libel action tried in local | 
superior court last week against | 
Hearst Publications, Inc., brought by | 
Dr. Howard Hubert, the plaintiff, al- 
leging he was damaged $25,000 by a 
story appearing in the Post-Intel- 
ligencer, local Hearst daily, VARIETY 
figured extensively in the testimony. 

Doug Welch, alert feature writer 
for the P. I., and one of the coun- 
try’s prominent humor writers, 
about a year ago saw a squib in 
Variety, under Seattle chatter, and 
followed up the tipoff for a feature 
in the P. I. The chatter line stated 
Dr. Howard Hubert was planning 
closing his dental offices to join his 
brother and sister, Fritz and Jean 
Hubert, in vaude. 

Welch interviewed the doctor, shot 
his picture and ran a slapstick story 
in the P. I. The doctor says it hurt 
his biz, as customers stopped coming 
there, fearing he would close his 
offices and not follow up dental 
bridges and false teething. Welch had 
declared that the doc would stop 
pulling teeth for pulling gags. 

Hubert also claimed that Welch 
and the photographer represented 
themselves as being from Vartety, 
and that the picture and story in 
Variety would have helped him in 
the show world, but in the local 
paper, it hurt him with his clientle. 

Welch denied the misrepresenta- 
tion, and now says that hereafter 
when he follows up a story he sees 
in Variety, he’ll pass out a card to 
the interviewee _ stating plainly, 
‘Representing the Post-Intelligencer, 
not Variety, although I saw it in 
VARIETY.’ 

The jury found for the defendant. 
and assessed c »sts of $100 against Dr. 
Hubert, 





} 





Vaude Set for Return 
To Dayton New Year’s 


Dayton, O., Dac. 21. 

Vaudeville, discontinued several 
months ago because of lack of pat- 
ronage, will return to the RKO} 
Colonial beginning with New Year's 
Eve. 

First two attractions will 
Fine’s ‘Play Girls of 
Blackstone, magician. A 
and vaudeville acts 
when there are no traveling units 
available. Policy will be combo 
stage show and feature picture. 





be Jack ! 
1938’ and 
house line 
will be shown 





| a ~~ 
Phil Spitalny to Open 
Band’s Tour Jan. 14 


*hil Spitalny’s all-girl orchestra 
has been booked into the Tower, 
Kansas City, week of Jan. 28. First 
K. C. appearance for the act. 

Orchestra goes out on a vaude)!} 
| tour next month, its first in a year, 
| opening Jan. 14 at the Palace, Cleve- | 
land, Spitalny’s broadcasts over | 
‘| NBC for General Electric will 





be | 


|shorts would spring up. 


| Valentino, 
| spite of his good looks. 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 


Fate of Robert J. Sipchen’s Black 


Forest International Ice Show seems 


settled. Show closed last week after 


| Grand Rapids engagement, for reor- 
| ganization. It 
| cither 


is set to open again 
Christmas or the day after. 


Same performers will be used as 


formerly, but executive staff is to be} 


changed. 

Following three-day 
Muskegon, show goes to Syracuse for 
Dec. 29-30-31 and Jan. 1, after which 


it doubles back for Shrine—spon- 
sored dates in Ft. Wayne and To- 
ledo. Kalamazoo, Flint and Colum- 


bus follow. 
control. 


Sipchen is to remain in 





e 15 YEARS AGO 





Paramount reported to be cutting 
prices on big second runs to fight 
N. Y. group booking scheme. 


scare, 
Federal Trad2 Comrnission ruled 
new titles for reissues to be unfair. 


Jimmy Walker, then state senator. 
assured the distribs that repeal of 
N. Y. censorship was assured, Bad 
guess. 


Producers were cutting shorts be- 
cause there was no market. Had 
hopes that theatres exclusively for 
Still hop- 
ing. Scheme tried, but failed. 


Hays office raised the ban against 
Fatty Arbuckle, but the public 
didn’t. 


Elsie Janis in a return date of the 
N. Y. Palace repeated her earlier hit. 
Mosconi Bros. the big noise, how- 
ever, with Trixie Friganza hurt by 
a poor monologue. 


Wellington Cross tackled a dra- 
matic sketch for a change and got 
away with it nicely at the River- 
side, N. Y. Had been straighting for 
Babe Ruth. 





Week before Christmas and the 
Fifth Ave., N. Y., got a laugh with 
a slide announcing that there was 
mistletoe hung in the lobby ‘with 
the cop transferred.’ 


Amateur minstrel show at the 23rd 
street, but the acts were paid ex- 
pense money. New name for 
nuts. 


Cabarets asking tryouts from pro- 
fessional acts. No pay, and few en- 
gagements. Just a graft. 


Loew theatres were using the local 
talent idea. Paid for only two regu- 
lar acts. Got extra biz at small 
cost. 


Ivor Novello offered as a rival to 
but he did not click in 


Actors frowning on the growing 
practise of having a turn also work 
with the stage band. No extra pay. 
Figured it bad business. 


Loew contracts forbade other local 
appearances, but a concession was 
made in favor of Alex Hyde and his 
musikers. They could play social 


| dates on the Coast after hours. 


Max Spiegel, of the Mark Strand 
set-up, in a sanitarium and his estate 
in the bankruptcy court. Pretty 
yadly messed up. 





Suit by Willie Passpart, Orpheum 
circuit booking agent, revealed he 


late Continental dansonation for the | Picked up from the towns touched | had been receiving around $15,000 


I mainstay. Surrounding 


show | in- 


during his trek. 


annually as his split. 


date at | 


pea- | 


Fox 
| band. 


currently has Count Basie’s 





Renee Larks, Chorine, 
Recovering in Indpis. 





Indianapolis, Dec. 21. 

Renee Larks, chorine in Jack 
Fine’s ‘Play Girls’ unit playing the 
. udfilm Lyric here, was released 
from St. Vincent’s Hospital Thursday 
(16) after X-rays and other examina- 
tions revealed no serious injuries had 
been suffered by her in a fall back- 
stage. 
She struck her head on a stair rail 
while running upstairs to do her first 
|}number in th show at one of the 
performances last Tuesday. At the 
end of the number, she walked off- 
stage and collapsed. Efforts to revive 
her were unsuccessful, and she was 
sent to the hospital where she re- 
| mained two days under observation. 


| 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Latter | 
never amounted to much, but a big 


A message of cheer breaks the 
monotony of uneventful hours. Let- 
ters sent here are reread countless 
| times and are ofttimes passed around, 
acting as stimulants to those who 
have let ill health become a mental 
burden. Many postpone writing be- 
cause they think they have no 
worthwhile news for friends who 
are ill. This is a mistake. Patients 
are glad to receive letters telling 
what various acquaintances are do- 
ing. 

In writing to those you know in 
Saranac Lake or elsewhere do not 
Pass on bad news unless it is imper- 
ative. They have enough troubles 
of their own. The real Santa Claus 
of the Actors’ Colony is the mail- 
man. In many instances he has been 
the direct cause of a patient regain- 
ing his or her health. 


The officers of the Good Samari- 
tan Club, Mrs. William ‘Mother’ 
Morris, president; Rev. Blais, chap- 
lain; Happy Benway, secretary, send 
greetings and congratulations to the 
following members: Walter Winchell, 
Harry Livingston, Frisco DeVere, 
Ruth Etting, Sophie Tucker, Joseph 
Parker, William Morris, Jr., Ruth 
Morris, Jerry Vogel, Rudy Plank, 
Chris Hagedorn, Jack Hirsch, Bobby 
Graham, Jimmy Marshall, E. ‘G. 
Dodds. Their services to this Actors’ 
Colony are beyond repayment. 

Suite of rooms are being prepared 
| at Hotel Saranac for the arrival of 
|Mrs. Jack Edwards, frau of the 
genial Jack Edwards, who saw a 
mess of this ozoning routine with 
op’s galore. 
| Juanita (Elliot Sisters), formerly a 
patient, is now a writer of better 
poems. Letter to her at 314 Hudson 
street, Apt. 4. Buffalo, N. Y., will be 
an ideal holiday gift. 

Out-of-towners who are doing 
well are Frisco DeVere, Chris Hage- 
dorn, Scarsdale, N. Y.: Tommy 
| Vicks. John Dempsey, Boston, Mass.; 
Joseph Parker, Summit, N. J.: Tom- 








my Abbott. Pine Bush, N. Y.: Bill 
Headley, Wilmington, Del.; Larry 
| McCarthy, Washineton, D. C.: Leo 


Massimo, Alexandria, Va.: George 
Wade. Halifax. N. S.: Frank Wide- 
ner, Malden, Mass.: Lottie Gillchrist, 
Deming, N. M.; Al Downing, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 

Claud Lawson, who kayoed some 
serious setbacks, downtowning 
in good health. Formerly of the 
Texas Comedy Four. boys who know 
him should postaleard him. 

(Happy New Year and don’t for- 
set to write to those you know in 


seen 


Saranac and elsewhere who are 
sick.) 
Duke Ellington coming east for 


session at the Dixon Grand theatre, 
Philadelnhia, Jan. 21. to be followed 
by Avollo theatre, N. Y., week later 
and then into the Cotton club, N. Y.. 
to replace Cab Calloway, who takes 
}a 10-week theatre tour. 
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FISCHER’S LON. 
CASINO TIFF 
WITH S&B. 


London, Dec. 21. 
Clifford C. Fischer is encounter- 
ing a legal snare with the London 
Casino management over some 








shares of stock which Louis F. 
Elumenthal and Jack Shapiro, of the | 
French Casino, New York, failed to | 
endorse over to him properly. 

Fischer that his New York | 


avers 
attorneys, Allan Deutsch and David | 
J. Vorhaus, latter of House, Gross- 


man, Vorhaus & Hemley, somehow 
forgot to get the endorsements, and 
thet they’re now exveriencing diffi- 


culty in getting these properly | 
executed. | 
—_— | 

In New York, Jules Shapiro, | 


atiorney for the Shapiro-Blumenthal] | 
interests (French Casino), states that 
Fischer was given physical poss2ssion 
of the stock, representing 16°;° of 
the shares jn the London Casino, 
that the endorsements 
erly made. The lawyer 
of Jack Shapiro, of S-B. 

Admittedly, there is 
tion over the further 
this stock, but at this 


an 
were prop- 
is a brother | 


some ques- 
transfers of 
moment the 


S-B attorney doesn’t know if S-B 
have the power to grant. these 
rights. 





MAYFAIR, CLEVE. NETS 
$3,761 AT AUCTION SALE 


Cleveland, Dec. 21 

Mayfair Casino, leading nite spot 
here for nearly three years, netted 
only $3,761 at a bankruptcy auction 
sale conducted by the federal court. 

Theatre-casino reputedly cost Harry 
Weisenberg around $320,000. Furni- 
ture and fixtures were officially 
valued at $75,000 but were so heavily 
mortgaged that they could not be 
sold. Casino’s name and liquor li- 
cense was bought by Ralph Gregory 
for $1,825. 

Very doubtful if another nitery 
will ever be set up in site of the old 
Ohio legit theatre. Owned by Loew’s 
Theatres, Inc., rent comes to $1,000 
per week, too high for any of the 
local promoters. Several circuits are 
dickering for it, hoping to put in 
pix, but Loew's refuse to rent it to 
any film competitors. There’s a pos- 
sibility that it may be taken over 
by a legit stock company. 


| 





Det. Nitery Faces Ban 


For Violation of Curfew 


Deiroit, Dec. 21. 

Ten-Forty club, which has had 
geveral brushes with the law in past, 
faces suspension or revocation of its 
liquor license at next meeting of 
staie liquor board. 

Police complaint filed last week 
charges nitery sold two police of- 
ficers liquor after 2 a.m. curfew: Of- 
ficers also alleged that when they 
Jeft at 3 a.m. drinks were still being 
served patrons. 





Cavalier Opens 28th 
Scheduled opening of the new Club 
Cavalier, N. Y., last Tuesday was 
stymied by a last minute change in 
construction plans. 
Spot now set to preem Dec. 28. 





Nitery Placements 


Dorothy Daniels done with stand 
at Hotel Taft, New Haven, and off 
to warble at Roney-Plaza, Miami. 
Pat Rossi, Hotel Ambassador, N. Y. | 
“aa Chan, Leon & Eddie's, 








N. 

Demar and Ivena, Merry-Go- 
Round, N. Y. 

Gerry Morton orch., Hotel Savoy- 


Plaza, N. Y. 

Jack Laurie, Marie Doherty, Club 
Cavalier. N. Y. 

Jenia Pobedina, Anita Velez, Club | 
Gaucho, N. Y. 
' Den Healy, Floria Vestoff, Bea 
Saxon, Yacht Club, N. Y. 

Blue Drake, Hickory House, N. Y 

Corinna Mura, Versailles. N. Y. 

Van Smith orch., Le Mirage, N. Y 

Marita Ellin. Havana-Madrid. N. Y. 

Minor and Root, Hotel Miami-Bilt- 
more, Miami, Fla. 

James and Evelyn Vernon, Hotel 
Ambassador, N. Y. 

Teddy Rogers, Rosita Rodrigo, Club 
Yumuri, |  # 

Gail Carroll. Francine Lang, Jean 
Parker, Club Cavalier, N. Y. 





Ruby Foo’s Den Does A 
Burn-Up Over Chow Mein 





Long-mooted question of whether | 
chow mein is an authentic Chinese | 


dish or just another hash concocted 
by American food experts is the 
basis of a libel suit filed Friday (17) 
in N. Y. supreme court by Ruby 
Foo’s Den, Inc., Broadway Oriental 
eatery, against Stewart's Cafeterias. 
Inc. Ruby Foo, through Attorney 


Harold J. Algus, avers that her busi- | 


ness had been damaged to the extent 
of $50,000 by the cafeteria corp. 


| through the circulation in the Broad- 


way sector of pamphlets ‘maliciously’ 
telling the world that chow mein is 
‘purely an American dish’ and neve1 
was there a Chinaman living in 
China who ever partook of it. Plain- 


| tiff declares that since her place | 


is known far and wide for its ex- 
clusive Chinese food, including chow 
mein, the Stewart ad holds her food 
shop up to ridicule and infers she 
misrepresents her wares. 

Plaintiff also claims that she wil! 
produce in court at the proper tim¢ 
undeniable proof that chow mein is 
and has been for many centunies, ¢ 
favorite with the. disciples of Con- 
fucius. 


EI Chico, N. Y., Wins 


Suit Over Its Name; 
Hollywood's La Conga 


Justice Bernard Shientag in N. Y. 
supreme court decided last week 
that El Chico, New York nitery, 
solely entitled to the of that 
tag and enjoined Jose Cabazal, own- 
er of the Chico the 
Harlem sector, who was given 15 
days to relabel his spot. In his ruling 
Judge Shientag recognized evidence 
presented by plaintiff that thousands 
of dollars are spent yearly advertis- 
ing the original Chico. 

Benito Collada, owner of El] Chico 
in Greenwich Village, announced 
he will proceed with similar ac- 
tion against a club using the same 


Vas 


use 


restaurant, in 


title in Miami. 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


En route from New York to open | 


a new rhumba spot on Vine street, 
the Brown 


opposite Derby, are 
Monte Proser, Nat Harris and Zac 
Freedman. Spot will be called 


La Conga, after the N. Y. rhumbaery 
of that name. No legal difficulty 
over the name is anticipated. 

Proser p.a.d the French Casino, 
Harris managed it and Freedman is 
a theatre and radio p.a. Latter two 
will remain here, Proser returning 
to Broadway after getting the place 
eoing as he has a new legit show to 
handle. All three have a piece of it. 

Harris walked out on Billy Rose, 
who took over the French Casino, 
N. Y., favoring the idea of working 
for himself. 


ENGLISH GRILLE, PHILLY, 
GOES STRAIGHT SPANISH 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 
English Grille Room, long an un- 
profitable puzzle to the Arcadia-In- 








ternational, ace Philly nitery, will 
chortly become La Conga. It will 


be turned over to the Latin influence 
completely, with Spanish murals. 
Spanisl waiters and Spanish male 
and female hostesses to teach all 
comers how to rhumba. Four-piece 
tanso band, which relieves regular 
orchestra in main dining room, will 
be doubled in size for the new spot. 
It'll play Spanish music exclusively. 

Manager of La Conga will be 
Mario Villahi, who uniil recently ran 
The Anchorage, also owned by Art 


Padula. It is reported Villani will 
iake the new post on a percenta 
basis. Room seats 450. 


Another innovation at the Arcadia 
is “Big Apple Time’ at 1:30 eve y 
morning. Patrons are invited to get 
togethe: on the floor to indul¢e in 
the Apple, Lindy Hop and 
Crowd’: led by Eddie Fox, Chaney 
and Fox, ballroom duo now appcar- 
‘ng at the spot. 


COCKTAILERY’S 100G NET 
Montreal, Dec. 21. 
Piccadilly club, hard liquor and 


cocktail lounge in the Mount Royal 
hotel, netted around $100,000 
year it is understood. 

Believed the Piccadilly profits keep 
the hotel out of the red, 


last 


Shag. | 
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Victor Hugo, Nitery 


In Dayton, Preems 
Dayton, O., Dec. 21. 
Victor Hugo, town’s newest nitery 
owned by firm operating Holly- 
wood’s spot of same name, preemed 
Thursday (16) night before crowd 
made up largely of General Mo- 
tors execs. 
Restaurant is located in down- 
town area, one block from town’s 
three largest hotels, from whose 
patronage it must draw to succeed. 
Gene Erwin’s band came from Hous- 
ton for opening. 





Pa Forced Girl 


To ‘Entertain, 
Probers Hear 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 

Charges that 17-year-old daughter 
ofa small-time uptown nitery opera- 
tor was forced by her father to drink 
at the bar with patrons were among 
those aired at hearings during past 
week on liquor license renewals. 

Aunt of Mary Rollick claimed be- 
fore Examiner Harry G. Tarrington, 


| of State Liquor Control Board, that 


the gal’s father, Michael, not only in- 
sisted that she ‘entertain’ customers, 
but run up big tabs for them. 

Yorktown Tavern, large and w.k. 
suburban spot patronized by country 
clubbers, was charged with sales to 
minors and sales after hours. Ben- 
jamin Collins, manager, admitted he 
got large trade from kids, but main- 
tained most of it was ‘hot chocolate 
and sandwiches,’ 

‘I have $15,000 invested in my busi- 
ness,’ he declared, ‘and I would be 
foolish to violate the law under such 
circumstances. Only a few weeks 
ago I telephoned police when a num- 
ber of minors insisted upon ordering 
liquor and we refused to serve them.’ 

Circumstances led to sweeping 
charges by Tarrington that police all 
over Pennsy are winking at booze 
laws. ‘The police themselves are 
violating the law by not enforcing it,’ 
he said. ‘The state board, however, 
will bend every effort to control this 
situation by putting offenders out of 
business or starting criminal prose- 
cution.’ 


BALTO PADLOCKS 
‘PLAYBOY’ REVUES 


Baltimore, Dec. 21. 


After running wide open for sev- 
eral years, local spots featuring 
‘playboy revues’ were given the 
word this week by Police Commis- 
sioner William P. Lawson to ¢lgse 
up. Granting the swishers one week 
in which to scram, Lawson admitted 
he had no legal precedent for his 
order, but notified operators he 
could proceed indirectly via liquor 
license board. 





Most of spots affected put in new 
type of entertainment at once. A 
few are proceeding with the boys, 
forsaking femme attire, figuring to 
get around edict that way. 
stood, however, local gendarmes 
have been making undercover sur- 
vey for some time and have al] the 
boys classified and definitely behind 
the ‘eight ball. 

Nitery circles have been anticipat- 
ing move for some time. Consider- 
able pressure by church and civic 
groups and typical indifference and 
brazen insolence 
lized official aciion when double- 
meaning and unfunny heralds, bor- 
dering on the obscene, clinched the 
pinch. Local bookers being hard put 
to supply substituting entertainment 
for holiday biz at hand. 


BASIN ST. BOYS’ PiC 


Lynchburg, Va., Dec. 21. 

Fifth street, this town's Negro belt, 
is celebrating because four home-| 
itown lads, the Basin Sireet Boy: 
have signed with Million Dollar Pro- | 
juctions to do an all-Negro feature 
The sepias went west during the 
depresh, singing in niteries and hot 
spots until they reached the Coast. 
They’ve appeared in p.x with Fred 
Astaire, Ginger Rogers, Joe 
Brown and Eddie Cantor, 


Names 
ist for 
Sam 
son, 


are Stephen Gibson, guitar- 
the four, George Thompson, 
Hutcherson and Percy Ander- 


Billy Rose Casts Eye on Hollywood ‘ 


For His N. Y. French Casino Show; 
Shaws, Rand and Downey Signed 


- * 





Show Boat, in Indpls., 


Dec. 21. 
40 feet 


Indianapolis 
Show Boat, lo 
vond the c 


ated just be- 


+ limits 
iy iim 





Reopens for Dancing 


cause of! | 


Billy Rose, new producer-manager 
of the French Casino, N. Y., states 
that he’s putting on the first nitery 


book revue which, he hopes, will 
also have picture values Being a 
| two-act book show, with libretto by 
| himself and lyrics and music by 
Rose, Ted Fetter, Dana Suesse and 
Ed Lahak, it'll play a regular mu- 


| 


| Morton 


this prevented by Indiana law from 
elling beer or liqu has been re- 
opened for dancing on Saturday 
Sunday and Wednesday nights 
Speed Flanagan’s Swing Band is cur 
rently presented. Reported sponsored 
by Young Democratic club, but de- | 
nied its officers. Manager of Show 
Boat, however, said club would be 
used for meetings of group. 

Show Boat was closed several] 
years ago when petition to extend 


the city limits necessary distance to 
serve drinks was turned down by 
City Council 


Law Enforcing 


On Bookers Set 
By Penn Board 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21, 

After three and one-half months 
of unabated chiz, Pennsy Department 
of Labour and Industry has taken first 
steps to enforce new legislation gov- 
erning bookers, which went into ef- 
fect Sept. 1. 

City’s entire 10% crew 


were or- 





{noon in the Department's Philly 
offices. Walter H. Morley, super- 
visor of inspection, laid down the 
| law. 


He declared he is entirely dissatis- 
fied with conditions in Philly niteries 
and demanded that agents cease pro- 
viding talent under 21 ycars of age. 
Minors are not permitted to work in 
anv Pennsy spot selling liquor. 

End of gals mixing with eustomers 
between their acts was also demand- 
ed. Morley said he would lift the 
license of any agent supplying talent 
to an operator who forced gals to 
mix. Soliciting sale of drinks by 
women is illegal in Pennsy. Morley 
said owners of spots where femmes 
si; with gucsts will also be prose- 
cuted. 

Morley declared his entire staff of 
26 investigators will be at disposal 
of Vic Girard, department agent in 
charge of bookers. 

Majority of Philly 
never obtaine. 


agents have 
licenses under the 
new act, which levies $100 tax on 
each booker and demands a_ bond. 
Morley said Girard will begin at once 





Under- | 


gradually crystal- | 


to see qiat licenses are obtained or 
|agents book no acts. 

Fight for passage of the new law 
| and its enforcement was maneuvered 
by Tom Kelly, prez of United Enter- 
tuiners Association here. 


| 


SEATTLE ROADHOUSES HIT 


Seattle, Dec. 21. 

Between 30 and 40 roadhouses, 
|cabarets and beer spots about the 
county are closed or running without 
music, following demand of musi- 
cians’ union for incerase of $1 daily 
pay check. 

Class B and C spots are affected. 
i‘Club Esquire’ and ‘Olympic Bo 
|which use ace bands, 
Pay at the Cle: A place: 
well 


wn! 
vv i. 
affected. 
usually 


not 
above scale. 


NEW ORLEANS CAFE REOPENS 


| was reopened with Ken Meyer's band 
jand a floor show before a capacity 


‘|house Friday (17). 


Show features Tudel and Jean. 
i\dance team; Forrest and Rilda, 
|skaters: Bob Hall, crooner, and 


Nancy Gay, singer. 


g.|M. C.’S 100TH STRAIGHT WEEK 


Lancaster, Pa., Dec. 21. 
An endurance record for m.c.’s was 
tacked up here by Frankie Schluth 
He has passed a straight run of 
100 weeks at Smitty’s Tavern. 


dered last week to appear this after- | 





sical comedy, only compromise being 
a minimum of dialog due to the nite 
club environment. 

Show, set so 
standard acis as Oscar Shaw. Wini 
Shaw, Tom Patricola, Sally Rand, 
Downey, Proske’s_ Ti 
Frazee Sisters, Willie West and Mc- 
Ginty, Sanamu and Michi, Oriental 
dance novelty; Stuart Morgan Dan- 
cers, and Abe Lyman’s orchestra. 
Dicker is on for Sian Kavanagh, and 
there will also be a second band. 

Rose states that his 


far, includes such 


gers, 


opening before 


New Year’s eve is in the lap of 
Peter Clark, Inc., stage reconstruc- 
tionists, who are resurrecting the 


elevators, lifts, etc. that were in the 
original Earl Carroll theatre, but not 
used in the subsequent French Ca- 
sino nitery. If everything isn’t ship- 
shape, Rose says it’s foolhardy to 
jeopardize his venture for the sake 
of that Dec. 31 gravy. Only the In- 
ternational Casino was _ fortuna‘e 
enough to overcome an almost catas- 
trophic tee off. 
Sally Rand Compromise 

Sally Rand’s deal was effected by 
a special arrangement with Joe Moss 
of the competitive Hollywood res- 
taurant, who claimed priority, and 
the American Federation of Actors, 
which mediated. 

Idea of the name talent is to off- 
set the previous French Casino 
policy of anonymity, and capitaliz- 
ing on spec. Rose figures that the 
cast presence of Broadway names 
will achieve what the F.C. couldn't 
in the past—get supper business. The 
French Casino was formerly a dinner 
turnaway, but not so hot after the 
theatre. At the Casino de Paree, 
which Rose pioneered, in the cabaret- 
theatre cycle, the supper take ex- 
ceeded dinner, because the bunch 
hung around and chinned with the 
personalities, whether it was Jimmy 
Durante or Martha Raye, then an 
unknown. 

John Murray Anderson, Carlton 
Winckler and the usual Rose corps 
of producers are fashioning the show. 
The bankroll is-Rose’s 100%, save 
for the $40,000 advanced by Abe 
Ellis and Oscar Markowich, coat- 
room concessionaires, which went 
towards the down payment on the 
lease to Blumenthal & Shapiro, Rose 
admits. 

Richard E. Daley, from the Eel- 
mont-Plaza, will be managing direce- 
tor; Mack Millar, press relations. 


N. Y. INT'L CASINO OPS 
SEEKING LONDON SPOT 


London, Dec. 21. 

Understood that the International 
Casino interests of N. Y. are dicker- 
ing for a West End night spot lo- 
cation to operate similarly to their 
3roadway enterprise. Deal is being 
made through Harry Foster. 

Location of the site is being kept 
secret, but indications are that it 
will be the new house being built 
by Stuart Doyle in lower Recent St. 








Theatre is to have a seating ca- 


| | pacity of 1,800. 
| with Class A places like ‘The Ranch,’ | 


Doyle is in N. Y. now to complete 


| 
|the arrangements. 
| 


Evelyn Nesbit to Open 


New Orleans, Dec. 21. 
The Jung roof, swank night spot | 
which has been dark all summer. 


In B’klyn Tomorrow 
Evelyn Nesbit, who had a 10-week 
run last summer at the Wivel, N. Y., 
morrow n.ght (Thurs.) at the 
New Vanities club, Brooklyn. 
She goes into the Brooklyn nitery 
for two weeks, but without options 
to the management. 


opens t 


CHI CASINO TO REOPEN 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Morrison hotel will reopen its 
|Casino Parisien nitery on New 
| Year’s Eve, restoring its former 


name of Terrace Casino, 

Will revert to its former mediume- 
grade type of operation, sticking to 
strictly American show. Jimmy Gare 





rigan band goes in for opening night, 
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Unit Reviews 





BIG APPLE REVUE 

(CAPITOL, A'cLANTA) 

Atlanta, Dec. 19. 
and produced by Dan 
minstrel favorite, 
who m. c.’s, this unit has enough 
standard vaude interspersed with 
Apple terping to hold it together. 

Unit features champion Apple 
dancers of North and South Carolina, 
Virginia and Florida, selected in 
competition sponsored by Publix 
theatres in those states. 

It starts with champs, girls in eve- 
ning dress, lads garbed collegiately, 
doing Apple shakes and twists, with 
some vocals. 

Fitch then introes ‘Turk’ McBee, 
Jr., xylophonist, who does a medley 
of rose tunes, featuring ‘The Only 
Rose,’ and then goes into a tap rou- 
tine while pounding. Okay. 

Louise Hackney and Frank Mur- 
phy, Virginia Apple champs, then 
put on a fast exhibition and are fol- 
lewed by Celia and Buddy Durham, 
brother and sister Arkansans, who 
offer a nifty hillbilly turn that scores. 

An acrobatic adagio by Robert 
Renous and Melva Mendez, man and 
wife team, aiso scores, as does an- 
other Apple exhibition by Jane Wil- 
liams and Jimmy Knight, N. C. cham- 
pions. 

Sarah Troutman’s semi-classical 
tunes on violin are applauded heart- 
ily by patrons. Edna Bigby and 
Raymond Hood, S. C.’s Apple champs, 
follow. 

Renous reappears and pleases with 
some difficult handstands atop a 
rickety table, getting a big hand for 
his two thumbs and two index fin- 
gers pushup. 

‘Turk’ McBee is back for a group of 
blues songs, getting good hand. He's 
joined by Fitch and they go threugh 
a@ blackface (sans makeup) routine 
that clicks. Skit is an original by 
Fitch and every line’s a laugh. 

Finale brings on five couples, all 
doing Big Apple. There’s 18 in com- 
pany and-show is nicely paced in 45 
mins. Music, of band, is better than 
usual, 

Pic is ‘Night Club Scandal’ (Par) 
and there were standees after first 
show broke Sunday. Luch, 


FOLLIES REVUE 


(ROXY, SALT LAKE CITY) 
Salt Lake City, Dec. 19. 


After four weeks of passable flesh 
entertainment, Roxy’s current vaud- 
filmer brodies. Six-act bill, headed 
by Maurice Cash, misses so far as 
audience approval is concerned, It 
isn’t stimulating the b. o. either. 

Present bill introes Bill Fleor and 
his band, local boys, whose cleffing 
is ragged in spots, due to the lack of 

rofesh gloss of seven musicians. 

ual pixes, ‘Three Legionnaires’ 
(Gen'l), and ‘Talk of the Devil,’ fail 
to register. 

Cash m. c.’s in a style reminiscent 
of the horse-buggy era. His rou- 
tines lack socko delivery. Fresh ma- 
terial would also help. 

Opener by band playing ‘Gettin’ 
Sentimental,’ followed by ‘China- 
t ‘n,’ during which the orchestra 
leader, a soprano sax player, allows 
everyone but himself a solo lick. 

Terry and his pal, Jerry, a six- 
year-old collie dog, spotted next. 
Dog comes on stage lugging a small 
suitcase in his mouth and is sent 
through a routine of standard canine 
tricks by his one-armed master. Most 
unique trick is rolling a ball off the 
fiat of his head into his mouth. An- 


Owned 
Fitch, old-time 








master’s 


other is his balancing on 
shoulders. . 
Drake and Diana, billed as ‘the 


tallest dancers in the world,’ fairly 
float. Couple of youngsters, each 
ranging over the 77-inch mark, they 
display grace and agility ina Spanish 
folk dance and acrobatics 

Appearance of Edna Palmer, blues 
singer, could have been penciled. Her 
‘Never in a Million Years’ was ragged 
when caught. 

Jane Mundy and her three freres, 
in next to closing spot, take top hon- 
ors Sister leads the foursome 
through a sc :-shoe, and an adagio 
for an encore. The three boys, ap- 
pearing as recent graduates from the 
tyro class, have sheepish grins on 
their faces throughout the act. Miss 
Mundy reveals an ingratiating per- 
sonality. Of the two specialties, the 
adagio rates best. Effective costum- 
ery elevates act above others on bill. 

Cash’s turn buttons up the bill. 
Dressed as a hoke Negro preacher, 
devoid of blackface, comic employs 
pants-salesman dialect in attempt to 
pass as eight-ball lingo. The auc.- 
ence finds no solace in his assorted 
stories spun before a mobile mike. 

Sandwiched in during the finale is 
Flo Bart, who makes the stage sag 
under more than 350 pounds of spir- 
ited blue singing. Her ‘I Got Rhythm’ 
is a takeoff. of an Aunt Jemima spe- 
cialty. She gets a call, moaning 
‘Basin St. Blues’ for a good hand. 

Guss. 


Hollywood Sketchbook 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 


Lincoln, Dec. 19. 

Starrers are still Franklyn Browne 
and Kate LaVelle, doing crossfire 
patter that’s all right. Weakest por- 
tion of the show is the opener, tap 
session of Milam and Marlowe. Kids 
make good appearance, but the girl 
fakes her steps, getting by on the 
lad’s echoes. They appear twice, the 
latter a hill-billy number, n.s.g. 

Three Byrons, a trio pulled out of 
the acro-Six English Macks, helps 
show climb. Theirs is knockabout 
and rough, Chatter is good, but was 
falling flat when caught. Bill Guth- 
rie, dress-suited warbler of cowboy 
tunes, is a bit stiff, but in pretty fair 
voice with three numbers. Dolores 
Norton toes up for one of them. 

Unit starts coming to a head with 
the musical work of Weyman and 
Mack. Girl handles the violin very 
well, and the man takes his out on 
guitar and banjo. Play pops and 
classic, and rate a swell hand. 

Six English Macks, teeterboarders, 
have speed and are good tumblers. 

Management is by R. Patrick Sut- 
ton, son of the headliners. He leads 
the orchestra and m.c.’s, besides be- 
ing given stage credit each perform- 
ance for writing the act’s material. 
Runs 52 minutes, is a bit slow getting 
away, but finishes well. Doing biz 
here with all other houses sharply 
slumped. Barn, 


HOT CHOCOLATE 


(CAPITAL, SIOUX CITY) 
Sioux City, Dec. 19. 

Opening here is virtual breakin for 
this new unit, as only a couple of 
small town stands separate it from 
rehearsals in Omaha where it was 
built. 

It’s an all Negro show, carrying 
Clarence Muse, screen actor and 
singer, as name attraction, with six 
acts and orchestra. 

Besides Muse, company includes 
Three Giants of Swing, Chickie, Carl 
and Harryette, Al and Toni Cortez, 
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King Hunter, with music from Les 
Cansler and his 10-piece crew. 

Giants are Omaha boys who have 
made good coming up through night 
clubs and radio. This trip, boys in- 
corporate most of their regular rou- 
tine into show, and work with or- 
chestra remainder. 

Best work of unit comes 
Eason, Carl and Harryette and the 
Giants. Eason does a Bill Robinson 
on roller skates, with plenty of 
speed and variety. Carl and Harry- 
ette exhibit an intricate dance rou- 
tine cleverly timed. 

Al and Toni present a_ rapid 
patter turn, with Al at the piano and 
Toni at the mike. Pedro and Dolores 
are a ballroom team. Chickie works 
as onlv solo with a truckin’ number. 


with a dummy. 

Muse teams with Eddie Carpenter, 
pianist and composer, in 
dramatic sangs and m.c.’s the show, 
interspersing let of Hollywood 
chatter. Voice, showing talent, train- 
ing and personality, carries m.c. job 
capably. 

Unit shows some rough spots which 


more settled. Running time, 60 
minutes, and oke for vaud-film 
houses. Quin. 


JAMBOREE 


(LIBERTY, ZANESVILLE, 0O.) 
Zanesville, O., Dec. 18. 

Mystery, melody, laughter and 
dancing are chief attributes of this 
racy musical revue, newest effort of 
Harry A. Gourfain, currently here. 
It’s better than the average variety 
fare and clicks smoothly. A near 
capacity audience applauded at the 
epening. 

Topping is Hardeen, magician, who, 
the billing says, presents his brother 
Houdini’s world famous mysteries. 
His repertoire is far above the aver- 
age and many of his illusions are 
new. 

Helen Heller and George Riley do 
a brief and laugh-sprinkled talk act 
that, while old, is still good: Their 
wardrobe is tops. Five Eigins of ‘big 
top’ fame in the next spot earn most 
applause as the show reaches half- 
way mark. The quintet does almost 
unbelievable juggling. 

Tom, Dick and Harry, comedians. 
romp through several minutes of 
tomfoolery, much to the delight of 
the: audience. Lillian Lovely, stiff 
shouldered, but eve pleasing, shows 
possibilities as a novelty dancer. The 
Musketeers, aristocrats of  terp- 
sichore, are youthful and talented. 
A 12-girl line does several routines 
acceptably, all wardrobe changes be- 
ing new and appealing. Not a sag 
in almost an hour allotted to the 
stage presentation. On the screen, ‘A 
Girl with Ideas’ (U). Mack, 


Fire-Eater Badly Burned 








| due 


On Stage in Salt Lake City 


Salt Lake City, Dec. 21. 
Johnnie Garnett, Salt Lake City 
tyro fire-eater, appearing on weekly 
Roxy theatre amateur program 
Thursday (16), suffered first, second 
and third degree burns on his face 

and neck, when his act went awry. 
Performing a new trick, Garnett’s 
small goatee and sideburns became 
inflamed by the torch and ushers ex- 
tinguished the burning hirsute. His 

throat and mouth were not burned. 





NEWARK BURLESQUE 


Newark, N. J., Dec. 21. 
Jules Leventhal and Ray Payton, 
lessees of the Shubert theatre, have 
taken over the Empire, recently va- 
cated by Harry Brock, and are in- 
augurating a policy 


day 26. 


B’KLYN FOX SETS VAUDE 
Brooklyn, Dec. 21. 
The Fabian Fox will join the 
Strand and Majestic theatres in pre- 
senting vaude New Year's Eve. 





Youngstown Burley to Reopen 
Youngstown, O., Dec. 21. 

Princess here, burlesque house, 
dark for several weeks, will reopen 
Dec. 24 with a grind burlesque pol- 
icy, Buddy Kane has an- 
nounced. 

Princess launched a 
run last fall, but poor 
to the lull in steel mill opera- 
tions hereabouts, was responsible for 
the house being shuttered several 
weeks ago. 


lessee, 


stock burly 


attendance 





Hirst Circuit 


Week of December 26 
‘Moonlight Maids’ Lyric, Allentown 
Mon.-Tues.; Orpheum, Reading, Wed 

‘Night Owls'—Howard, Boston 
‘Khare Facts’ —Hudson, Union City 
‘Dizzy Dames’—TJroc, Philadelphia 
‘Tempters’—Gayety, Washington 
‘Whirl of Giris’—Gayety, Baltimore. 
‘Fun Parade’—Casino, Pittsburgh, 
‘Big Revue’'—Gavety, Cincinnati 
‘Smart Set’—Garrick, St. Louis. 
‘Vanity Fair'—Rialio, Chicago. 
‘Pace Makers'—CGavet Detroit 
*Merry Go-Round’—Roxy, Cleveland 








Legs and Laughter Casino, Toronte 
Jazz Babies’'—Gavyety, Buffalo. 


will be ironed eut when routine gets | 


from | 


| ords. 


Otto Eason, Pedro and Dolores, and 





New Aets 


RUSS MORGAN 
With Bernice Parks, Vocalist 
Paramount, N. ¥. 

Outfit is one of the names of the 
biz, having played all over the map 
in vaude houses, class niteries, hotels, 
and is familiar via the air and rec- 
This review is for the record. 





| In present date it is stacked on stage 


series of | 





a | ow ¢ 4 ackgr a. 
|'King Hunter handles comedy dancing | 18 4 § nooth background 





of continuous | 
burlesque and pictures starting Sun- | 





front and, besides playing the show, 


{offers various numbers on its own. 


Handles both assignments skillfully. 

Morgan is enough of a name to 
have a distinct style, which is recog- 
nizable to all swing addicts. Band 
features the brasses and woodwinds, 
with a sizable fiddle section form- 
Arrange- 
ments are novel enough to cop at- 
tention and short enough to avoid 
monotony. Brasses occasionally blare 
teo much 

Leader Morgan, besides offering bit 
jobs on the trombone and turning in 
a too-brief sock piano chorus, vocals 
several songs. Has a passable voice 


and a definitely agreeable stage 
manner. Bernice Parks is the vocal- 
ist. Fair enough. Hobe. 
EDDIE GARR 

Comedian 

12 Mins. 


Paramount, N. Y. ; 

Since his last New Acts review in 
1932, Eddie Garr has changed his 
stye of work a bit. Mimic’s apparent 
idea is to get more and more away 
from the impersonation stuff. Seems 
a wise move. 

Garr now stresses the straight 
comedy, which he puts over nicely. 
Has been around leng enough to 
have an assured style; way of punch- 
ing home a tagline, satisfactory tim- 
ing and has learned ‘the ‘feel’ of an 
audience. Most of his material is 
funny, though some 1s dated, He 
holds enough to discard the trivial. | 

For the windup, Garr goes into his 
takeoffs. Does the usual ones, though 
better than most can do them. His 
burlesque ef various kinds of singers 
is familiar—and good. Hobe. 
THE MERRY MACS (4) 

Harmeny Singing 
11 Mims. 
Rexy, N. Y. 

Foursome (three boys, one girl) 
has been identified with CBS pro- 
grams for a few years; worked a 
long sustaining apprenticeship and 
now appear on the Al Pearce pro- 
gram for Ford Motors. | 

Act does nicely, having patently 
prepared for its stage showing by 
smartening up its sight advantages. 
Usually turns, even though accus- 
tomed to radio studio audiences, ap- 
pear rather awkward when working 
vaude. : 

Quartet has drilled itself in some 
nifty gesticulating to.reundly set off 
its smooth harmony chanting. And 
knows the value of varied selections. 
All are young ‘uns and very good on 
appearance. Bert. 








SARA ANN McCABE 
Singing 

8 Mins., One 

State, N. Y. 

Not likely to set the river afire, 
Sara Ann McCabe will more likely 
wind up in the ‘vocalist’ class. Has 
some knowledge of what to do with 
her hands, and sells mildly. Looks 
and form no liability, either, blend- 
ing with nice soprano. 

In full voice Miss McCabe hits a 
couple of operatic highs, and certain- 
ly can hold ’em. This when doing a 
mild burlesque on a diva while the 
house crew swings. ‘Roses in De- 
cember’ and, yes, ‘Vieni, Vieni,’ com- 
prise repertoire. An okay .. 

url, 


MOTTER and DAVIS 
Hand-Balancing 

6 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 

A good, seasoned pair of manual 
equilibrists who appear to have been 
around a while, though the files lack 
a listing. 

The boys’ strong-arm balancing 
feats are of the first water, and they 
color up their work with a nice 
spangling of showmanship. Several 
times when caught they spread the 
‘suspense,’ by feeling for grips with 
too much faked caution. Otherwise 
the turn has plenty zip and a strong 
variety of muscle marvels. Bert. 


4-A’s Flays AFA 
In Burley Feud: 
Penalty Jan. 10 


American Federation of Actors 
last week was reprimanded, ordered 
to cease organizing burlesque on the 





road and instructed to make a full 
accounting cf all money obtained 
from burlesque performers. In is- 
suing its decision, the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America 
board indicated punishment of the 


AFA will be announced Jan. 10. 

Four A’s board action was the re- 
sult of a complaint brought by the 
Burlesque Artists Assn. According 
to Tom Phillips, BAA prez, the AFA 
had persisted in organization at- 
tempts in 27 of the 29 burlesque 
houses outside N. Y. He offered ex- 
tensive and detailed evidence in sup- 
port of his charge, which was made 
at a hearing before the Four A’s offi- 
cials Dec. 9. Harry Calkins made 
a general denial for AFA, 

According to the terms of the 
board’s verdict, AFA officials were 
given 10 days in which to turn over 
an accounting of all burlesque per- 
former dues, initiation fees, etc., to 
a special Four A’s committee. Sep- 
arate clause specifies that if AFA of- 
ficials serve notice within eight days 
of their intention of obeying the or- 
der, they will be granted 15 days to 
carry out the instructions. Defiance 
of the order will be dealt with by 
‘appropriate action,’ 4-A’s officials 
indicated. 

Supplemental bid by BAA that it 
be given back jurisdiction of bur- 
lesque in N. Y. will be heard by the 
board next Monday (27). Such jur- 
isdiction was turned oer to AFA 
when burlesque (as such) was out- 
lawed in New York city by License 
Commissioner Paul Moss. 

Petition by AFA for complete jur- 
isdiction over all burlesque and 
choruses in vaude and night clubs 
will be heard by the board Jan. 17. 
Basis of AFA’s bid for such jurisdic- 
tion is its claim that the BAA and 
Chorus. Equity, respectively, have 
failed properly to organize the ficlds 
and that AFA is better qualified to 
handle the interests of the perform- 
ers therein... Considered almost cer- 
tain that the board will dismiss the 
AFA petition. 

Besides issuing its decision in the 
matter of the BAA complaint against 
AFA, the board also officially repri- 
manded the AFA execs for state- 
ments made to the daily press, 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


rent stage show comes in two 
oy with a Silly Symphony, “The 
Old Mill,’ serving as the span. The 
first stanza, produced with a fine 
sense of reverential dignity and 
choral effects, has much to please 
the religiously inclined. The second 
half achieves a high level of Christ- 
mas pantomime and accounts for 25 
minutes of brilliant color, dancing 
and fairybook makebelieve. It’s la- 
beled ‘The Toy Princess, and it 
should stir enough parent-children 
attendance at the matinees to over- 
come some of the pre-holiday eve- 
ning slack. 

The pantomime, based on ‘Cop- 
pelia,’ and wth music by Delibes, 
relates in several scenes the romance 
of a village boy and girl and the rift 
that develops between them when 
the former becomes smitten with a 
big doll in a toy shop window. Set- 
tings and costumes prove a rich op- 
tical treat, while the enactment of 
the piece provides a crack mixture 
of ballet and other types of dance 
rhythm, slickly pointed pantomime, 
a diverting Punch and Judy inter- 
lude and ingratiating music. 

Eleanor Tennis and Andre Eglev- 
sky ply skillful pedals and graceful 
postures in the girl and boy parts, 
and the Rockeites spice the proceed- 
ings with an adroitly conceived nov- 
elty. High point of the line's rou- 
tine is the electrical display which 
stems from the bulbs, ranged in the 
form of Christmas trees, that are im- 
bedded in the back part of each girl's 
costume. 

The stage setting for The Nativity 
number is a thing of utmost sim- 
plicity and projects a keenly devised 
climax when the portals of the 
church are swung onen to reveal a 
primitive canvas of the manger nar- 
rative Edwina Eustis, soprano, 1s suo- 
ported during this passage by the 
housce’s regular choral group. 

‘ll Teke Romance’ (Col) tons the 
screen bill. Odec. 


MICHIGAN, DET. 


Detroit, Dec. 19. 


There is the usual pre-Xmas line- 
uv here but, withal, an entertaining 
45-minute show which very few are 
going to see, judging from plentitude 
of vacant chairs at late show caught 
F iday evening (17). Backing up 
show is ‘Make a Wish’ (RKO). 

Like several other shows of late, 
minus a ‘name,’ current vaude is in- 
nocuously tagged ‘Variety Revue. 
While it does lack a topnotch name. 
show nevertheless has a couple of 
novelty acts that are a distinct de- 
parture from things seen. here in 
many moons. 

First of these is Powell and Ne- 
dra. who create stunning scenes with 
a few deft swishes of colored sand. 
Turn is appropriately set in a studio, 
and male and femme contribute sev- 
eral land and seascrypes, which strike 
a responsive chord under effective 
lirhting. While a bit slow at times, 
act is a nifty opener. 

Four Ortons. big top wirewalkers, 
shut show -with some sock feats. A 
clown and his live goose and pig 
keep things moving by strolling 
across stage between each wire 
number with a_ different. highly 
amusing stunt each time. Clown fin- 
ishes up with hilarious jaunt on the 
wire, aided by an invisible cord from 
ceiling. 

In between are Britt Wood, har- 
monica artist: Nora Williams, buxom 
ether songstress: Marcy Bros. and 
Beatrice, comical hoofers. 

Wood rates as the best harmonica 
sinele to show here in a very long 
time. Not alone for his stellar in- 
strumentalizine, climaxed by a swell 
rendition of ‘My Hero,’ but also for 
his catchine, homey humor. Payees 
catch on quickly and force him to 
be” off after counla encores. 

Accomnvrnied by a male pianist. 


Miss Williams offers several pop 
tures, including a Cuban number 
with all the gyrations. She can 


whistle a mean tune, too, and her 
clowning is okay. 

Marcy Bros. and Beatrice have 
plenty to offer in terping. but why a 
comely, talented gal should have to 
clown while doing nifty contortions 
isn’t apparent. 

Edward Werner's overture includes 
modernized version of operati~ bits, 
plus a xylophone sclo. Pete. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baitimore, Dec. 19. 

Local talent show is €vawing them 
here in grand style and sending them 
away well satisfied with the 78 min- 
utes variety entertainment. Siaged 
by Ted Routson, of the Hipp staff, 
“Baltimore Follies’ is a finished, well- 
poised revue. 

Opening in snappy style with line 
of 20, led by Colleen Pickave, cute 
hoofer, in specially written ‘Coolin’ 
Off Your Heels’ and followed by the 
Crystal Duo, roller skating duo, show 
seis good spot for John Evans’, bari- 
tone, in cycle of songs. Evans has 
won several radio and vaude con- 
tests here, with his warm, pleasing 
voice. Did ‘Fallin’ in Love’ and ‘Old 
Man River’ to big returns, 

‘Faniastique Russe.’ next. nice 
looking set, shows line in hock rou- 
tine. followed by Frances Annello. 
Vv cal, a slave adagio by Margo and 
LaVess and a whirlwind of Cossack 


hoofery by Senia Solomonoff. Aj) 
good, particularly the latter. 

Carl and Jessick, okay hand to 
hand’ and tumbling duo; Jack Evard 
in Amos and Andy character impres- 
sions, and The Three Hickory Nuts, 
hillbilly trio, follow to good returns, 
setting spot for ‘A Night in Old 
Habana,’ flash number featuring some 
castanet whacking by Grace Arnold 
Schlesinger; a rhumba by Margo and 
LaVess and a good routine by the 
line, colorfully garbed. 

Joseph Bowden, in some rapid-fire 
chalking and ‘Bojangles’ Hawkins, 
sepian hoofer, next and okay, par- 
ticularly Hawkins. He has to beg 
off. Blackout, ‘Anybody’s Home,’ 
follows and precedes medley of pop 
tune arrangements by four local po- 
lice. 

Finale, ‘Middies on Parade,’ with 
line in drill routine, thumping away 
on drums to vocals by Evans and the 
police quartet, splices in a hoofing 
trio by Evelyn Mannel, Shirley Wiest 
and Catherine Deems, and bring: 
back Colleen Pickaye for a chaser 
lyric and dance. 

Blackouts were 
Norman Clark, crick on News-Post.,. 
and special music written by Lou 
Seidenman and Ben Canter. 

Burm. 


eontributed by 


STANLEY, PITT. 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 19. 

Red Norvo-Mildred Bailey combo 
on stage and Marlene Dietrich’; 
‘Angel’ (Par) on the screen are just 
names on the marquee. 

Current layout might find the go- 
ing’ tough in an ordinary stanza. La 
Dietrich’s b.o. pull in these parts has 
dwindled to practically nothing at 
all, and Norvo-Bailey twosome is 
strictly name in the swing crowd. 
First show Friday afternoon found 
downstairs less than half full, with 
only a sprinkling in the balcony and 
little hope of bettering down the 
stretch. 

Show just average at getaway, but 
should be more. Talent is here, bui 
is spotted poorly. Norvo, for one 
thing packs his orchestra numbers 
too solidly; spread out over the dis- 
tance they’d click far better. As 
it is, the hot stuff after a time be- 
comes just a bit monotonous. 

Then, too, Norvo should give out 
with more of xylophone stuff. Does 
only one number, and goes over so 
big he should take a cue. He could 
solo a second and cut down on the 
band. Miss Bailey’s on around the 
middle and slams across three num- 
bers in sock fashion, winding up with 
‘Rockin’ Chair.’ She's on again at 
the finish with ‘Peckin’. Norvo gets 
a lot of laughs with his neck gym- 
nastics. 

Orchestra carries one specialty act. 
Edwards Sisters, twin sepia hoofers. 
unusual with an ofay band, but earn- 
ing their keep. Kids are dressed un 
nattily in blue trousers, stiff shirts. 
vests and winged collars, and get in 
a slick session of Harlem footwork. 

Other turns are Eddie Peabody and 
Don Cummin?es. Peabody's no stran- 
ger here, and still doing the same 
stuff with pushover results. His 
wizardry on the banjo, fiddle and 
novelty harp remains evitome of 
string stunting. He has to beg off. 
Cummings is a personable youngster 
garbed in white tie and tails, and 
selling a lot of snappy chatter and 
some still snannier lariat-whirlin® 
Has a couple of blue ones he should 
chick, however. 

One glaring fault of show is that 
it’s too short on laughs until bevond 
midwry work. That ‘Peckin’ routine 
would come in handy errlier. Same 
soes for Cummines: a little slow set- 
tine sterted, but he has “em »'‘4 him 
before long. Cohen. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 

House has vood, if not better bill 
than ordinarily, desvite traditional 
pre-Xmas letdown. With the pit band 
workin on stave throughout, the six 
acts and house line are moulded into 
a nice, albeit slichtly too-long unit. 

In the curtain-raiser Verne Buck 
and his band switch from their usual] 
cornet-cymbal-and-drum overture to 
a special arran*’ewent that goes over. 
Afterward a fast getaway by the 
house line in semi ice stating cos- 
tumes sets things for Markell and 
Faun, dence team. Thev're comedy 
style, with mugeing end hand-pass- 
int. and set good hend. 

Following them is a chatter act. 
Maud and Gladvs Fox. They do all 
right in spite of the fact that they 
use old stuff. 

Betty Lee dishes out xvlophone 
enecial arrangements with hunts of 
flach and personality to get top hand. 

Johnnv Sanna gets across with 
semi-acrob*tie and monkey dance 
~sutines. Followin?e him is Muriel) 
Parker and Charles Fredericks. Miss 
Parker has plaved the horse before. 
hut the chan is new. Rig, blend 
Adonis bov. his looks mate un. for 
whrtever his voice Incks. Mics Par- 
ar’s soor-no is better thon okay 
Their fintch. a donble number par- 
adving Rivoletto. is a honey. 

For a closer. Jed Dorley, eomic. 
kas -lots of whrt it tates. Holres 
‘hinges for 19? minutes. leaving ’am 
honny. Dors wnievele and bike 
work. rone sninrine. foe macie ond 
on Jrich jit, too. He’s aided by Andre 
Ev-ne., 

Rucinecs on last chow Pridov 
was ord, Picture, ‘West 


(17) 
cf Shong- 





hai’ (WB). Hal. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Loew acer is a little light on acts 
this week, but not on show. Com- 
bination of two good vaude siand- 
ards, a newie and Noble Sissle and 
clefting crew is a fast and enter- 
taining if inexpensive aggregation to 
offset pre holiday biz slide. Garbo- 
Boyer ‘Conquest’ should help, al- 
though State-goers should be sated 
with stage. 

With exception of the band, menu 
is plenty vaudey, conventional skat- 
ing act for ice-breaking. Earl, Jack 
and Betty don’t doll up as much as 
they did but give just as much ef- 
fort. Result is fast, endurance, spin- 
ning and challenge work. Time is 
short but much is accomplished. 

Newcomer, Sara Rose McCabe 
(New Acts) conventionally breaks 
the second turn with her. semi 
classical pipes. Not altogether un- 
exciting, especially on higher notes 
and fancy note holding ability. 

Double-talking Shaw and _ Lee. 
standards take the trey rung with 
|} their slapsticixy, homey chatier and 
antics. Slightly on the corny side 
but good, hokey vaude of the old 
school. House thought so, anyway. 
when caught, and held up show with 
plaudits, 


Requires no genius to understand 
Noble Sissle’s grip on fleeting popu- 
larity. He switches his tempos to 
suit all and manages to alter his set- 
up to retain interest, although 
around a long time now. Following 
a ‘Swing Is Here to Sway’ session, he 
tributes late George Gershwin with 
a medley from ‘Porgy and Bess, 
with capable Billy Banks vocalizin: 
in true Negro voice, beat and man- 
ner on ‘It Ain’t Necessarily So’ and 
‘I Got Plenty of Nothin’, broadenea 
with lowdown dancing. 

Alternately swinging and sweet- 
ing, Sissle fronts his Four Swing- 
svers, drums, cornet, overgrown fid- 
dle and guitar for an extra hot cat- 
ting of ‘Old Gray Bonnet,’ ‘Nobody's 
Sweetheart,’ etc. Band succeeds in 
jammin’ and again changes face. 
Good trick. Might disappoint the 
swing fans, but then Sissle knows 
enough to play to a house and not 
to a handful. 

Banks’ comic singing is slightly 
overdone in his ‘Old Rockin’ Chair 
Got Me’ session. Does three voices, 
and well for time but overworks 
the femme comicality. Displays a 
rather good voice at times. Finishes 
off with a Jolson impersonation ana 
was not permitted to leave without 
an encore. 

Sissle’s historical resume of the 
Negro race in the U. S., put to a 
musical medley, is another weak sec- 
ition. The splash of patriotic music 
and the inevitable ‘St. Louis Blues’ 
redeems the situation. 

Night biz moderate. Hurl. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


News suffers from the Christmas 
spirit, winter sports and ping-pong 
which vome in for strong billing here 
this week. Latter is Universal’s ‘Go- 
ing Places’ and was grected with 
catcalls when it got monotonous with 
tcc much of the same stuff. The 
table tennis item would be okay if 
sliced. 

Principal news material grew out 
of the undeclared Japanese war, wiih 
Ambassador Hirohito Saito apologiz- 
ing all over the place. Four Sena- 
tors, Reynolds, Bone, Shipstead and 
Bridges express the view the U. S. 
should withdraw from the Orient 
ond avoid trouble. Pathe’s piece on 
the Soviet election draws a laugh 
with the comment that the comrades 
have a free choice to vote for Stalin 
or else. Paramount covers the 
Japanese jamboree with the Fascist 
representatives from Germany and 
italy in Tokyo. Fox contributes 
some good shots of the English 
king. and that about covers. the 
world news on the bill. 

Sports come in heavily with a 
Tictorial issue titled ‘Snow Fun,’ 
which includes some views of Sonja 
Henie in the amateur days. Fox ha: 
colf in Florida, Boston amateur 
fi.hts and pro football in Chicago 
with some nice dialog by Ed Thorse- 
scn on the latter item. Still other 
svorts material shows Washington U. 
Huskies training on the river, the 
W.nter Sports show at Madison 
Square Garden. and Universal's 
‘Meeting of Cave Women’ who club 
their men, i% that is sport. Ther> 
are the inevitable animals, too, in 
the form of buffalo this week, an] 
the Chicago puppy show. 

Show business comes in for some 
hots in the course of Adelaide 


ing Tamara Geva, Katharine Corne}] 
and Mrs. Charles Butterworth rce- 
turning from Europe. Also Ed Sulli- 
van awarding crowns to Myrna Loy 
and Clark Gable. Britain’s Majo: 
Bowes is shown running an Envlish 
‘mateur hour on the wireless, which 
Paramount provides. Principal 
fashion emphasis this week is on 
beach shoes. 

Aviation, including a 
erach resulting in tragedy. is fol- 
lowed immediately by Lew Lehr’ 
weckly bit, which is too quick a 
iump from the tragic to comedy. 
Other material include snow sween- 
ers, Grand Coulee Dam, N.Y. 
World's Fair in model form, Metro- 
neolitan Life’s big clock, and donatien 
of eye tissue by an older man to 
heln a youneer sight sufferer. 
| Farmers confab in Chieago has 
| Sec'y Wallace talking for ‘increased 


thrilling 





Hawley’s discussion of fashions show- | 





| 
| 











oalanced abundance,’ spokesmen for 
ihe ‘United Americans’ running the 
wWazis out of New England; views of 
the new Hudson tunnel, and Stahl- 
man of the Newspaper Publishers 
Assn. giving a spiel re arbitration in 
seitling labor disputes, fill out the 
program. 

The RKO-Pathe pieces give the 
spielers credit with ‘described by.’ 
Others say ‘voiced by.’ Gabriel 
Heatter in his one turn, gets top bill- 
ing as ‘chief’ vocal expert for Para- 
mount. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Dec. 19. 

Still pursuing revue policy, house 
this week is using 16 Harry Crosicy 
giris, which it gets once a moninh 
under regional routing deal. They 
vack up four standard acis and p.a. 5 
of two grid stars of champion Wash- 
ington Redskins. Result could be 
smoother, but it’s just informal 


|} cnough to go over. 


Billy Reed gets the m.c. chore and, 
except that his enthusiasm too ofven 
exceeds his gift of gab, he gets by 


o.K. Show bows with line doing a 
iast tap to be interrupted by en- 
vrance of Reed. This gives him a 


chance to hoof, gals backing him up. 
Curtains close on line and Reed in- 
iroduces Raymond Wilbert and his 
hoops. Act, a favorite here, build; 
steadily as Wilbert works with four 
hoops, then five and finally seven. 
imitation of chorus girls’ exits and 
quintuplets visiting the Three Little 
Pigs, hoops being persohalized by 
Wilbert’s accompanying chatter, 
helps him get great hand. 

Gals take over again for ballet 
number. Reed, in conventional white 
tie and tails, then shatters atmos- 
nhere annoyingly. Incongruity con- 
tinues until curtains close on gal: 
and Reed takes over alone in a 
straight tap that gets him nowhere. 
Eut he takes encore, anyway, to re- 
peat his ice-skating routine, which 
helps. 

Spot then shoots onto pit maestro 
Phil Lampkin, who introduces Tony 
Wakeman, local radio sports spieler. 
Latter gives Redskins’ background. 
and brings on Cliff Battles and 
Charlie Malone. Three-way chatter 
over center mike is informal and 
natural, gridders in football suits 
being just awkward enough without 
overdoing it. Gals come on to fur- 
nish contrast to six-footers, and ‘play 
opposition’ as gridders heave a few 
pesses across stage. 

Cross and Dunn on next to rattle 
their ditties while pianist plunks un- 
svotted on sidestage. Openiny with 
“oof arransement of ‘Vieni, Vieni,’ 
they go right through ‘Our Own 
Backyard’ and ‘Playwrights,’ in 
which they haul out the wigs to im- 
nersonate Ibsen, Shaw, Shakespeare 
ond Gilbert and Sullivan, to get nice 
‘ond. Encore with quick version of 
‘Honey,’ leaving house in good mood. 

Texas Jim and Lone Star Cowboys 
with line in cowboy costume, give 
tan and vocal rendition of ‘I'm an 
Old Cowhand’ against painted desert 
drop. Billies, who average three 
turns a season here, romv through 
‘Hittin’ the Trail,’ vocal solo of ‘Cow- 
bov’s Heart,’ banjo solo of ‘China- 
town,’ hootnaanny murdering of ‘12th 
Street Rag’ and get off with ‘Climb- 
‘ng Up the Golden Stairs.’ Reed 
bounces on in business suit and Mex 
combrero, with rest of cast trounin’ 
hehind him. Somehow, curtains set 
shut on what is supposed to be a 
orend finele. 

Pie is ‘52d Street’ (UA), and biz 
weak. Craig. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


In the face of the traditional brutal 
pre-Christmas biz, house is offering 
a strong show. Pic is ‘True Confes- 
sion’ (Par), reviewed in VARIETY, 
Nov. 24, '37, bolstered by a Pop- 
eye color cartoon and a stageshow 
including Eddie Garr, Russ Mor- 
gan’s orchestra, Chilton and Thomas 
and the Two Ghezzis. Entertaining 
all the way. 

As headliner, Eddie Garr ‘(New 
Acts) is in his usual style, which is 
plenty amusing. Opens with a line 
of comedy chatter and finales with 
several sock impersonations. Only 
complaint is his tendency to direct 
some of his comedy to the Morgan 
band on stage. 

Chilton and Thomas, another act 
thet has been around all the class 
houses in recent years, smacks over 
iis usual hoofology. Mixed Negro 
vair are hard workers with a skill- 
ful and thoroughly entertaining turn. 
His sliding taps are among the best 
and she works in slick high kicks 
with the tapping. Routine has been 
altered slightly since last seen—an 
improvement. 

Two Ghezzis, Paul and Nino, of- 
fer a neat session of hand balancing. 
It's slowly performed to enhance the 
showmanship. Pair don’t bother 
with all the routine bits, but merely 
put over a few difficult ones. Close 
with a sock version of ‘Truckin’’ on 
their hands. Act is standard, hav- 
ing played all over the world for 
vears. Formerly known as Les 
Ghezzis. 

Russ Morgan 
Acts) is a standard in vaudfilmers. 
niteries and via radio and records. 
Band plays a capable show and dis- 
dDlays an ingratiating style. Ar- 
rangements are distinctive and not 
too long. Outfit occasionally errs by 
too much blare from the brass 
Maestro Morgan has an attractive 
vilatform manner. Bernice Parks is 
vocalist. Hobe. 


orchestra (New 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


The pic this week is patently one 
of those week-before-Chrisimas ine 
sertions, ‘Charlie Chan at Monte 
Carlo’ (20th). Biz opening ‘Friday) 
night reflected the seasonal slack to 
the hilt. On the rostrum, however, 
is much fuller a show than the huge 
house usually unbottles, and on the 
whole a much better one. 


More specialty turns are on tap, 
and, while there are no headlining 
acts, there is excellent varieiy and 
ihe blending of them is good. 


Larry Blake, the mimic, is slotted 
next-to-shut, and has ’em on the 
chair ends most of his turn. He has 
always been veering from the same 
yutline to which the horde of other 
mitators cling. This weex finds his 
different approach just about mak- 
ing his act. Blake doesn’t just an- 
nounce his subject, screw un his face 
and cast his pines; he explains how 
he develops his’ characterizations 
motion by motion, and expression by 
expression. 

He’s also advanced to the point 
where he more brightly daubs his 
turn by doing a succession of anony- 
mous nationality takeoffs, via native 
‘ag%s in dialect; this cuts his imita- 
tions of screen stars to a minimum 
of his most faithful impressions. One 
“laring bit of poor taste mars the 
act, the gag about the priest and 
the drunken Irishman being based 
on a wrong internretation of Cath- 
olic church dogma. 


Nice, Florio and Lubow (used to 
be Luby) are siill up to the same 
acro-dancing knockabout antics 


ihey’ve been doing for five years or 
more. It's an o.k. turn, though such 
stuff has drusged vaude almost to 
death. Men are the standouts with 
their clowning; Miss Lubow does 
supply some novelty through her 
presence in an act of the sort men 
usually wholly populate. Best bit 
is the slow-motion crawl near the 
windup. 

Paul Robinson js on first with his 
harmonicaing: he’s fair, with his 
forte the number of varied sized in- 
“ruments used rather than virtuos- 


ity. 
Lewis and Van are moderately 
s00d male rhythm tappers. Their 


routines are rather dated, with some 
lift to the act acquired from some 
yretty good challenge work at the 
close. The Merry Macs and Motiter 
and Davis are reviewed under New 
Acts. 

The Gae Foster house line (24) is 
on stage a great deal of the time. 
They do back#round posing for Rob- 
nson as well as Motter and Davis’ 
hand-balancing, plus three trots of 
‘heir own. Routines are the usual 
ones for this house, the sauirm- 
rhythm stompin’, picture number to 
three-quarter time and the brisk 
military march to close the travelers. 


Poul Ash and the pit orchestra 
nlayed a very good show when 
caught. Bert. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 19. 

House isn’t extending itself cur- 
rently on stage interlude as accom- 
naniment to Par’s ‘True Confession.’ 
due to Xmas lujl. Larry Kent and 
his orchestra held over, with combo’s 
blue soloist, Ma y Lou Cook, again 
featured. 

New turns are Clyde Hager, who 
does a street pitchmon act that’s 
quite amusing excepting when he 
resorts to border dirt to emphasize; 
Dolores and Andree (The Albins) 
with their always amusing burlesaue 
ballroom dancing, and Russell and 
Tracy, triple parallel bar workers. 

Fanchottes provide most of the 
“how’s color, with a couple of excel- 
lent routines. First, ‘Satan Takes a 
Holiday,’ with the gals parbed as 
'mps, 1s a repeat from a recent show, 
but well worth doing again. Second 
's a novel interpretation of ‘Ave 
Maria,” gals garbed as nuns. carrying 
electric candles that are uced with 
telling effect. Routine reflects plenty 
of credit on Carfos Romero, who 
staged. 

Kent's band offers a pair of instru- 
mental numbers, first ‘Rosalie.’ then 
‘Working My Way Through College,’ 
with most of the band boys and Miss 
Cook providing comedy situations. 
College effect is appropriately car- 
ried out. Trade just so-so at show 
caught. Edwa., 





LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 19. 

N. T. G. and his ‘Glamor Girls of 
1938 open with Nils T. Granlund 
passing out noise makers to audience 
and introduction of clothes horce 
girls who assist him. Girls aopear 
later in torso display tableau called 
‘Spring in a Nudist Camp,’ in ‘Bath- 
ing Beauty Revue,’ and as stars of 
Ziegfeld shows, wearing c >stumes 
made famous in those productions. 

Three Sailors do their regular act 
of face slapping, gags, knockabout 
antics and work in most of turns 
which follow, apnearing in audience 
ind boxes to heckle Granlund. They 
vrovide plenty of laughs. 

Big Time Crip, one-legged Negro 
ap and acrobatic dancer, was hit 
of show caught. Appears in ton hat 
snd tails for tap routine with crutch, 
flows with some good work on his 
arins. He was brought back for an 
encore, 

Lina Basquette, billed as Holly. 
wood's reborn film star. deer a pleas- 

(Continued on page 55) 
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Pins and Needles, 
Show, Is on Non-Equity Basis 





‘Pins and Needles,’ independently- 
presented intimate revue which is 
attracting Broadway attention, is an 
anomaly. Although the cast is 
composed entirely of labor union- 
ists, it is completely non-Equity. 
However, both Equity and the In- 
ternational Ladies Garment Work- 
ers Union (latter producing the 
show) are affiliates of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. 

Appropriately-named musical 
started as a weekender, but is now 
playing nightly at the Labor Stage, 
formerly the Princess theatre, 299- 
seater on W. 39th st., near Sixth 
ave., N. Y. Regardless of the fact 
that the show has ‘gone commer- 
cial,” Equity regulations do _ not 
apply. Admission is $1.50 top, with- 
out tax, since the presentation is 
not for profit. 

Although there has been some 
talk of the amateur players in ‘Pins’ 
joining Equity, there is little likeli- 
hood of their agreeing to pay dues 
to two unions. Cast was recruited 
from shops and offices and _ re- 
hearsed for many months before 
the preem. Some may give up their 
jobs temporarily, although the ca- 
pacity of the house and the scale 
permit only limited salaries. Until 
nightly showings began last Mon- 
day (20) few tickets were sold at 
the boxoffice. Most of the seats 
were disposed of to unions in blocks 
of 100. In no instance was there a 
refusal by a union to take tickets, 

Break for Authors 


Authors of the satirical revue may 
figure in other Broadway tuners be- 
fore the season is over. Charles 
Friedman and Harold J. Rome, who 
wrote the score, have been propo- 
sitioned by Max Gordon. After 
seeing the show, the producer went 
to the boxoffice and proffered a 
$20 note to show his ‘avprecia- 
tion’ of what he thought the eve- 
ning was worth. Money was po- 
litely rejected and 


at a performance of ‘The Women,’ 


at the Barrymore, N. Y. That was! 


accepted. 


Members of the Mercury theatre, 
another independent group which 
has been even more successful with 
‘Julius Caesar,’ belong to Equity 
and operate under its rules. Mer- 
cury’s ‘Cradle Will Rock,’ another 
satiricial revue, sans scenery, was 
presented Sundays only. It will go 
on for a regular run under the 
management of Sam H. Grisman, 
but Equity has ruled out Sunday 
shows unless the double pay rule 
is observed. ‘Cradle goes into the 
Windsor, the musicians union agree- 
ing on four men in the pit. First 
showing used but a pianist. 

Still another independent project 
is ‘Golden Boy,’ the Group The- 
atre’s production of Clifford Odet’s 
play at the Belasco, where it is hav- 
Ing a successful run. Organization 
plans other productions this season. 


Richman’s ‘Husband’ Stint 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 

Arthur Richman, vet playwright, 
spent all of last week in Pittsburgh 
doctoring script of Fredric March’s 
show, ‘Yr. Obedient Husband,’ Rich- 
man worked with author, Horace 
Jackson, adding several new scenes, 
tightening up the first and third 
acts, 

Local critics were pleasantly sur- 
prised with the play after the un- 
favorable out-of-town reports and 
turned in a set of fine notices. Show’s 
currently in Detroit, opening at the 


—_— N. Y., next Wednesday 
(29), 











DET. OPERETTA OFF 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 
Opening of a season of operetta 
€vivals at the Wilson has been post- 
poned for about two weeks. 
First’ production, ‘The 


T 


Student 


Prince” was dated for debut Mon- | 


day (27) but the opening is off until 
Jan, 10, 


the manager | 
hen offered free seats for the cast | 


+ 


Labor Union 


* 


‘Lotus Liu Slated to Open 
In Frisco ‘Lady’ Jan. 3 


San Francisco, Dec. 21. 
Lotus Liu, imported from China 
|to play name role in Morris Gest’s 
| production of ‘Lady Precious Stream,’ 
| has been booked for Curran engage- 
ment by Paul Ross, starting Jan. 3. 


Show will use English dialog but 








| will retain all other customs of 
|Chinese theatre for 2,000-year-old 
|drama. Novelty will be tradition of 


each actor introducing self to audi- 
ence, 


DECISION RESERVED IN 
EV. MARSHALL DIVORCE 


Fort Worth, Dee. 21. 

Decision has been reserved by the 
court here in Everett Marshall's di- 
vorce suit against his wife, Mrs. 
Carolina D. Marshall. Singer charges 
desertion. Before handing down a 
verdict, the court is seeking to de- 
termine whether Marshall is a legal 
resident of Fort Worth. He claims 
he considers this city his home since 
he came in 1936 to sing in the first 
Casa Manana revue at the Frontier 
Celebration. 

Mrs. Marshall’s attorneys claim he 
is a resident of New York and that 
the Fort Worth court has no juris- 
diction in the case. Singer was 
served with papers in a debt suit 
brought by Mrs. Marshall in New 
York City. Total of $4,100 is de- 
manded for support of the couple's 
six-year-old daughter, Helen. Mar- 
shall said he has never seen the 
child. Mrs. Marshall was also a 
singer. Couple were married in 1928. 











THEATRE PARTY 
A BENEFIT GAG 


Agencies See Come-On as 
Opposition to Ticket Sales 
at a Premium—Call Prac- 
tice a Racket— Prices 
Sometimes Five Times 
Boxoffice Rate— Tax- 
Exempt, but Government 
May Levy Regardless 


FOREIGN RECIPIENTS 


Theatre parties, 
beginning to 


or benefits, are 
constitute a _ racket. 
They are strong opposition to the 
Sale of tickets at a premium. That 
is the view of Broadway ticket brok- 
ers, who quote figures to back up 
their claim. Most theatre party ac- 
tivities are controlled by a dozen 
offices conducted by women. 


At the present period of the sea- 
son agency sales are at low ebb but 
this is the time when most party- 
benefits are arranged. Shows usually 
welcome such business as a hypo to 
the box office. Formerly such par- 
ties were arranged for at reduced 
rates. More recent trend has been 
for ticket allotment at full rates. 


Ticket men claim the party thing 
has gotten out of bounds. They de- 
clare the promoters of parties have 
been selling tickets in some instances 
for as much as five times the box 
office price under the plea that the 
proceeds are for charity. For one 
theatre party held last week tickets 


(Continued on page 50) 
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Equity Moves to Prevent Split: 
Gillmore Remains Nominal Head, 


Meredith Ist 


To prevent a 


threatened split in 
the organization’s ranks, Actors 
Equity Assn. council on Monday 


(20) decided not to name a successor 
to Frank Gilmore as president. Lat- 
ter remains as nominal head, but has 
been given a leave of absence to de- 
vote all his time to the reorganized 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 


America. Gillmore’s resignation as 
president had previously been ac- 
cepted. 


Burgess Meredith was chosen first 
vice-president of the association and 
will preside at meetings in the ab- 
sence of Gillmore. Actor will fill out 
the term of Osgood Perkins, who 
died last fall. 

Council decided not to appoint a 
successor to Gillmore after disputes 
arose during a special council session 
last Friday (17). It was felt that 








LEGAL TIFF IN LONDON 
ON COCHRAN SETTLED 


Application for a _ receivership 
against Charles Cochran, Ltd., on a 
tax claim, has Leen dismissed in 
London, it was learned in N. Y. this 
week. Taxes amounting to $3,750, 
were reported paid. 

Corporation did not figure in 
financing Cochran attractions in the 
past two seasons or so. 

Cochrane may sail for London this 
week. One of his first activities 
there will be to present ‘Father Mal- 
achy’s Miracle,’ current at the St. 
James, N. Y. 
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V.P.; Dullzell Stays 


selection of a president 
should 


(active or 
nonorary) 


be given more 
consideration. By next May it is 
expected such a successor will be 


lined up and voted on at the annual 
election, 
Opposition Edge? 

Meredith was elected to the coun- 
cil last spring. Although nominated 
by the regular committee, he was 
okayed by the opposition group in 
Equity. Five such candidates who 
went in were endorsed by the oppo- 
sition. Latter also had its own ticket 
in the field but was defeated. With 
three other councilors previously 
elected, the opposition is regarded as 
having eight representatives in that 
body. That may give it an edge in 
council proceedings and meetings, 

Monday’s session agreed that Paul 
Dulzell continue as executive secre- 
tary (appointive). He was re-elected 
as treasurer last spring. That means 
that Dullizell will actually be in 
charge of the association’s affairs, al- 
though he had declined to consider 
going in as president, honorary or 
otherwise. He stated he was not 
sure of his strength after an ex- 
hausting illness. Opposition group 
opposed him. As there were 27 coun- 
cil members (largest number in 
years) present, the administration 
could have carried any program it 
wished. But after Friday’s rumpus 
a way out was deemed best for the 
present. 

There were other candidates for 
the vice-presidency. Edward Field- 
ing was the leading one outside of 
Meredith. Vote was almost a dead- 
lock, 14 for Meredith and 13 for 
Fielding, lattter withdrawing. Field- 
ing withdrew Meredith was named 
unanimously. However that proved 
the sharp division in the council. 
Robert T. Haines was also in the 
field, 

Meredith’s name came up as lead- 
ing candidate over the weekend, but 
he declared himself out because the 
presidency matter had developed 
into a ‘political fracas.’ Other oppo- 
sition councilors then asked him to 
reconsider so that ‘wasteful bicker- 
ing and internal strife’ might b 
quieted down, , 


Actor later said he might consider 
becoming Equity’s honorary head if 
that would conciliate the embattled 
elements. Members who sought re- 
consideration by Meredith were 
Philip Loeb, Richard Whorf, Clyde 
Fillmore, George Heller, Edith Van 
Cleve, Bretaigne Windust and Kath- 
erine Warren. Their statement, in 
part, was as follows: 


Harmony Sought 


‘The movement for Mr. Meredith 
represents a sincere desire to restore 
organizational harmony so that our 
members may concentrate their en- 
ergies to the betterment of their pro- 
fession instead of wasteful bickering 
and internal strife. We believe that 
the large majority of the council and 
the members of Actors Equity will 
insist on having it.’ 

There were so many angles which 
arose in connection with electing a 
successor to Gillmore that council 
found the task too tough. Gillmore 
had planned to remain as honorary 
president, but the opposition raised 
constitutional points and he felt that 
he should not be called on to pre- 
side at council or other sessions. He 
also brought up the matter of his 
health and his new duties, saying two 
such tasks would be too much of a 
strain. Solution was a leave of ab- 
sence, so that Equity stili has a 
string on Gillmore even as the nom- 
inal honorary president. 

Other problems to be decided on 
were a decision on having a nominal 
or active head and, if the latter, 
what compensation was to be paid. 

















Figured that a successor would not 
| be entitled to as much salary as 
| Gillmore, because of the latter’s long 
|service with Equity. Considered, 
| too, that it would take any successor 
| five or six months to grasp the duties 
| of president and by that time the an- 
| nual election would be at hand, 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


D. A. Doran has a five weeks’ leave of absence from Columbia Pictures’ 
New York office to produce Francis Faragoh’s ‘Sunup to Sundown.’ He 
was due back from the Coast early this week, but it is stated there is no 
picture backing, either from Columbia, its officers or otherwise for the 
legit venture. Coin is claimed to have been secured by the author and 
director, Joe Losey. 

Play deals with child labor in the tobacco fields and among the backers 
are Sherman Pratt, Trude (Mrs. Eliot) Pratt, Gifford Cochran, Betty (Mrs. 
George) Marshall, D. A. Doran, Mrs. Louis Gimbel, Jr., and others. Play 
is intended to reveal intolerable working conditions ot harvest 
tobacco, 

Drama was originally scheduled by the Theatre I 





juves who 


Inion, which operated | 


| 


| 


at the Civic Repertory theatre, 14th st.. N. Y., and is now merged with 
Mercury Theatre group. 
‘Babes in Arms, which closed last Saturday (18) night, grossed $474,700 


Majestic, N. Y. 
musical chalked up $128,500 
For its remaining 21 weeks 
Since moving to the Majestic 
Average for the com- 


36-week run at the Shubert and Figure i 
based on Variety estimates. Rodgers-Hart 
during the seven weeks it ran in 1936-37. 
at the Shubert, the show added $220,000 
eight weeks ago, the tuner piled $126,000 
plete run was just under $13,200 a week. 
Show was first held by Alex Yokel, who had it cast, but wanted several 


during its 


more. 


script changes. When he acquired it, Dwight Deere Wiman left the 
script as was and used pretty much the same players that Yokel had 


Show opens tour in Philly Friday night (Christmas eve). 


lined up. 

Kay Johnson, stage and screen actress and wife of John Cromwell, who 
staged ‘Yr Obedient Husband,’ has been a life-saver for the during 
its out-of-town tryout date. When Montgomery Clift went down with flu 
the opening week in Columbus, Miss Johnson stepped into his role at 
moment’s notice until replacement could be made. Last Monday (13) the 
troupe arrived in Pittsburgh from St. Louis with Katherine Stewart ailing 
So seriously she had to be removed to Montefiore hospital. Again Miss 
Johnson stepped into the breach and did Miss Stewart’s part throughout 
the Pittsburgh engagement. 


show 


Shuberts last Saturday (18) lifted the bars on the broadcasting of the 
score of ‘Hooray for What!’ Broadway musical. When the show opened 
several weeks ago the producers had ordered that all but two of the 
tunés,’ ‘Moaning in the Morning’ and ‘Down with Love,’ be kept off the 
air on the ground that this action was necessary to protect their large 
investment in the production. 

Under the release arrangement, Chappel & Co., publishers of the score, 
is authorized to use its own judgment in granting permission for broad- 
casting. 

Dorothy Day Wendell, who wrote ‘Tell Me, Pretty Maiden,’ which opened 
at the Mansfield, N. Y., last Thursday (16), is on the staff of the Chicago 
Herald-Examiner. She does interviews, which gave her the idea of the 
play, first called ‘Interview.’ She was formerly on the Morning Telegraph, 
N. Y., but is not the Dorothy Dey now with that daily. 

Mrs. Wendell appeared in the Chicago company of ‘Counsellor at Law,’ 
playing the telephone operator, and also appeared in ‘The Dove’ in New 
York, retiring to be married. She returned to her newspaper assignments 
immediately after last week’s premiere. 


Although his hoofing assignment in ‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ at the Alvin, 
N. Y., is not extensive, George M. Cohan has already worn out a pair of 
@ancing shoes. When he was younger and more superstitious, the star 
used one pair of kicks for two_years. Not one part of the originals re- 
mained, both uppers and lowers having been repeatedly replaced. 

Cohan’s shoes in ‘Right’ were worn out in 10 weeks. Seven weeks of 
that time were in New York, the previous three during: the out-of-town 
tryout, 


Birthday party in honor of Al Shean was held last Saturday (18) night 
backstage at the St. James theatre, N. Y., where the actor is appearing in 
*Father Malachy’s Miracle.’ Shean sang two special verses of ‘Mr. Gal- 
lagher and Mr. Shean,’ the song he helped popularize more than a decade 
ago. Tom Dillon of the same cast made the responses. 

Event was supposed to mark Shean’s 70th birthday. At the last minute, 
however, the actor figured the correct date would not occur until next 
May. But it was decided mid-December was close enough, 


Although open only a couple of months, the basement eatery adjunct 
of a Times Square drugstore has made a sizable dent in the biz of its 
rival on the next corner. Both places cater to the young legit actor trade. 
Newer of the two has its walls lined with mirrors, however, and is getting 
a great play from the hopeful thespians. Trick is that the mirrors are 
all placed at such ingenious angles that patrons see themselves no matter 
in what direction they gaze. 


Harry Essex, company manager currently handling ‘Victoria Regina’ 
on tour, points out he is not the Harry J. Essex who with Sid 
Schwartz wrote the flop ‘Something for Nothing, which lasted but two 


performances at the Windsor, N. Y., recently. Squawks he is being ribbed 
about the thing. 

Essex opines, however, that some day he may want to write a play or 
produce one on his own. 

Martin Beck is said to have 50% of ‘Barchester Towers’ which Guthrie 
McClintic is presenting in Beck’s theatre. Production is estimated to have 
cost $35,000 and is reported uncertain in its plans after the first of the 
year. Beck is said to have been in on other McClintic productions spotted 
in his house, including ‘Winterset’ and ‘High Tor,’ both successes. 


Understood he, too, had a piece of the John Gielgud ‘Hamlet,’ put on 
by the same producer. 

George Abbott, whose production of ‘Room Service’ is the newest 
London smash, does not own the English rights to his other current 
Broadway success, ‘Brother Rat.’ Producer didn’t think the military 
school comedy would appeal to British audiences, so didn’t renew his 
title to the English rights when they expired about six months ago. 


Authors, John Monks, Jr., and Fred Finkelhoffe now own them, but have 
no plans for a London production, it is understood. 


Gaige in the 
has 
based on his 
e Greening, also associated 
Sailor Beware.’ 


Jean V. Grumbach, who will be associated with Crosby 
presentation of J. B. Priestley’s ‘Time and the C 
been only a radio prod First legit venture i 
to be ready for television, if and when. Geo: 
with Gaige, was one of those interested in 


’ 
mways, 


cer 


Sam H. Grisman, who moved his offices from the Paramount building 
to the Hudson, N. Y., just after he took that house under lease. will move 
again, this time to the Fulton, which he also recently acquired, 

Managerial suite atop that theatre were dolled up last season by Alex 


Yokel when he operated the Fulton. Walls were handsomely panelled. 
Mercury theatre, in association with Alex Yokel, will send out a road 
eompany of ‘Julius Caesar’ in January. Troupe will be recruited from 


ro 
Welles directing 


the Mercury’s repertory group, with Orson 





Plays OutofTown 
HENRY IV 


(PART I) 

Philadelphia, Dec. 18. 
Shakespearean historic 
dram Produced hy Mauwrice Evans, stare 
ring Mr. Evans, Staged by Margaret Weblb- 
ster. Setitngs by David Ffolkes. Incident il 
music by Rupert Graves. Presented for two 
performances at the Forrest, Philadelphia, 
ec, 17, ST. : 
King Henry IV 








Revival of 


.. Frederick Worlock 





ij John of Lancaste 


Maurice 


sir John Falstaff. - 
.Winston O'Keefe 


Henry, Prince of Wales. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| (Tuesday). 


Failure to Post Bond 
Halts Chi Rehearsals 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 


Equity last week stopped re- 
hearsals on ‘When Chicago Was 
Young,’ local drama slated for the 


|| Studebaker here, when the producers 


neglected to post the necessary bond. 

Bond was _slated to have been 
posted with Equity this morning 
Show had been sched- 


'uled to open on Dec. 26, but looks 


Evans | 


Henry Perey (Hetspur) Weslew Addy 
Earl of Northumberland Charles Dalton } 
Sirs Walter Blunt.. st Lee Bal | 
I dolph.. ° . ‘ Reynolds By | 
Dame Quickley = eal tieanor 

Earl of Westmoreland ‘ Richard Raube | 
orn bon 7 t it 


oo James Hark 


The crix here followed N. Y.’s lead | 


in throwing handsprings over Mau- | 
» 6 4 if he 
}rice Evans tichard II When the 
| English star presented ‘Henry IV, 


| 
| 


| 





hitherto | 
desire | 


Part I’ here for two special pertorm- 
ances, they thought ‘Henry’ better 
and most ._f them said so. 

If their opinions and those of two | 
capacitv audiences may be taken as a 
criterion, Evans ought to have a 
notable successor to ‘Richard’ when 
he returns to Broadway next year. 
H> has started off brilliantly in his 
idea of building up a Shakespearean 
repertory company. 

In this revival of 


IV,’ he 


‘Henry 


| plays old Sir John Falstaft and does 


a swell job by this old reprobate 
But he has to share honors with two 
young members of the company, 
Wesley Addy, as the fiery Henry | 
Percy, surnamed Hoispur, and Win- 
ston O’Keefe, as the young Prince! 
of Wales, who spends his spare time 
ruffling and roistering in taprooms 
and on nocturnal sprees with Sir 
John and his cronies. 

Strictly historical and having a cast 
overloaded with long and highsound- | 
ing titles, this may confuse some who 
know nothing of this War of the} 
Roses period. It deals with kings and 
princes, but vividly depicts their 
frailties and virtues. The scenes be- 
tween Hotspur and his devoted, but 
wholly deluded wife, Lady Percy, 
have all the sympathy of a marital | 
drama of today. Nobody can deny { 

' 
] 
' 


that the carousing of Sir John and 
the rest cf them makes fer first class 
rowdy comedy. Tense melodrama is | 
provided by the bitter feud of Prince 
Henry and Hotspur. 

To round out the play. that amus- 
ing scene from ‘Henry [V, Part 2’ in- 
troducing Justice Shallow, has been 
added. 

One marvels at the complete 
metamorphosis of Mr. Evans, from 
the slender, vacillating Richard to 


the rotund, roaring, beer-guzzling | 
Falstaff. Charles Dalton, Lee Baker 
and Frederick Worlock (the last- 
named as the King) and Eleanor 
Phelps, in the brief role of Dame | 
Quickley, give commendable per- | 
formances. Waters. 


AFRICAN VINEYARD | 


New Orleans, Dec. 19. 

‘African Vineyard,’ dealing with} 
the struggles between the English 
and the Boers, by Gladys Unger and 
Walter Armitage, had _ its 
premiere on Wednesday (15) at the) 
Little theatre here. 

At intervals of 12 years separating 
each of the three acts, the story is 
unfolded. It is crowded with local 
color, but as the authors explain, it 
‘has its parallel in every other coun- 
try in the world where two peoples | 
of widely differing tempaments and 
culture meet to wrest a livelihood 
from the soil.’ 

The script is cleverly human and 
often epigrammatiec. First showing, 
while at times leaving the players a| 
bit flabbergasted, moved generally 
with smoothness and precision. 

Starting in 1913 and ending in the 
present day, the tale for a moment 
escapes even an older generation that | 
can remember the Boer war, into 
which England poured blood and bit 
terness while the world gasped over 
the ability of the Dutch farmers to 
defy the might of the greatest em- 
pire on earth. Then it moves through | 
logical graduations to the present 
time, yet with distinction inevitable 
and sharply etched by the charac- | 


ters. 

An English woman, young and at- 
tractive, takes over a Boer farm 
which its kindly but slack owners 
had been unable to finance. She 
makes of it a brilliant success, but | 


at every turn she faces new prob-| 
lems. Her wastrel husband deserts 
her, and her son, years later, comes 


home from an English college to 
despise his heritage. 

Walter Armitage plays the hus- 
band and Mildred Van Dorn is his 
wife. Armitage, off the stage for a 
long interval between the first and 
second acts, does a consistently capa- 
ble job. Miss Van Dorn, disappoint- 
ing in the first two scenes, suddenly 
grips her role and gives it genuine 
emotional depths. 

Fred Madden, as old 


1 


Peter 


take character parts that almost 


| might be mistaken for the principal 


roles. The veteran Paul Serpas,. as 
a philosophical and shrewd Jewish 
peddler, also handles his line well. 


Among the minor characters, Martha 
Wright, as a maid, stands out with 
conspicuousnes ! 


excelled only by the 
' ‘cs << +. : 3.8 
plendid baiance by which she car- 


{ 





ries an imposing parcel on her head. 


2D CLAIM ON SHUBERTS 


|} another 
} 
} ment. 


| off 


| would 


| will 


| Gordon, 


|that ‘if 
}against the reappointment 


| Moss.’ 


ject of 
|; among liberal: elements and his first 


| tors 


| theatres. 


Stack. 
and Agnes Johns, as Bertha, his wife. | 


likely to be postponed due to holdup 
of rehearsals. 


SINCLAIR-TAYLOR SLAP 





Hugh Sinclair and Valerie Taylor, 
brought from London by the 
berts for ‘Love of Women,’ have filed 
claim against the 
One already pending has to 
do with their return transportation. 


| Both claims will be settled by arbi- 
| tration. Show was panned and taken 
the Golden, | 


Saturday (18) at 
N. Y., after playing four days. 
week's salary. They 
were to 
but did 


half a 
rehearsals 
a fixed date 
three days later, therefore 
have worked that 
longer. Conceded that they received 
four weeks’ salary, the 
period guaranteed. Show played out 
of town several wecks. 


until 
they 


not begin 


that 
(Mrs. 


Shuberts contended 
and Miss Taylor 


when the 
if Sinclair 


| Sinclair) did not sail back te Eng- 


land within 30 days after the clos- 


ing of ‘Women,’ payment of the re-| 


turn passage would not be made. 
Players replied there are no strings 
on that contract provision. Visitors 
decide this week whether to 
accept a Coast offer, appear’ in 
‘Save Me the Waltz,’ which Kather- 
ine Dayton is completing for Max 
or a London show, 





Legit Actor Protests 
Moss’ Reappointment 


Burgess Meredith took a rap at 


N. Y. License Commissioner Paul 
Moss last week in a letter sent to 


Mayor LaGuardia urging the mayor 
to think over the reappointment of 
the present commissioner. Stated 
the matter was put up to 
the actors and authors of the legit- 
imate theatre of New. York, there 
would be an overwhelming ballot 
of Paul 


The matter of the reappointment 
of Moss to the post has been the sub- 
considerable — discussion 


term activities in connection with 
burlesque were recently scored by 


world | the N. Y. Civil Liberties Commit- 


tee. Meredith’s letter, however, 
charging that Moss wants to be a 
censor, is the first statement from 
any legit name personality regard- 
ing the matter and may open up 








Shu- | 


manage- | 


| 
| 
| 
j 


4 }of drama 
Britishers’ new contention involves | 
claim | “ 
: }and was authored by a Chicago in- 
have started on | 








| Plays on B’way 





Tell Me, Pretty Maiden 


Comedy drama in three acts presented at 
the Mansfield, N. Y., Dec. 16, ‘87, by 


Geerge LBushar and John Twerk; written by 


Derothy Day Weldell; staged by Arthur 
Sircom, £3.50 top. 
WY GIRO 0 boa 0 ene oe mgs ctenece Charles Atkin 
Stmniie Btanwtoll coe. Sec. ce ... Otto Hulett 
| Jane Housman.........scceeel VY Troutman 
Myrtle Binner. pevscece en LOWe 
1 Glofy DRWH.. 0. cececres Constance Mchay 
Albert Mermlag. ...0. ccc ccsese Harold West 
Margo Dare....... be 0aeneceee Doris Nolan 
_, Ss  ) BP re May Buckley 
Pa ree a ie Susanne Willa 
Bobbie Darrell Charles Powers 
» || Ferre .Arling Alcine 
Detectio®.<.cccses ae Glenn Coulter 
Hortense... cccees Beatrice Ky 
‘lementin errr n Ann Thomas 
Stella Emil Devine 
Sad Flor Herrick 
dallie ° se I h ¢ niey 
Che Mick yeas Nellie Burt 
1M : Pillsbury Lalive Brownell 
tabby lean Mann 
Tommy Wentworth * Alan Bunce 
Headwaiter.. -. Walter Armin 
Max . Gustave Weinbure 
His Girt Friend. ........ Nellie Burt 
Sp tators 
Karl Kohrs, Richard Mercer, Leon Rubin 


A play which could have distinct- 
ly clicked had it been more adroitly 
contrived. Has a chance for a mod- 
erate engagement, for there is plenty 
here. 

This first ‘Interview’ 


was called 


terviewer, who chose the avocation 
|after leaving the stage. There is a 
change of pace, some story laughs 


much | 


minimum | 


and some bawdy expressions not de- 
signed to be offensive. 

Play opens in the smart little re- 
ception room of a midwestern hotel, 
where three sobbies and a critic in- 


. : |terview Margo Dare, new stage star. 
Difference over return fares arose | 


Actress lays it on a bit thick in tell- 
ing of her jassamine-scented gpirl- 


| hood down south, where, in the gar- 


how 
| again 


| 


| 
| 


i 


| 
| 


some public discussion of the issue. | 


Meredith’s letter in part observes 
‘You don’t have to have Paul Moss: 
there must be somebody else in 
town who does not want to grab 
more power for himself. 

‘Incidentally, did you ever see the 
insulting instructions he sent out to 


| theatres, carrying implied threats?’ 


One explanation for the writing of 
this letter may be the fact that 
when Meredith presided at the Ac- 
Discussion Meeting held re- 
cently at which Paul Moss 
latter evaded any mention of cen- 
‘to try to justify his ability to close 
* Moss spoke, instead, on a 
subject of his own choice—on giving 
his support to a municipal theatre 
project and the ticket broker situa- 


den of her home, she and her broth- 
er played Romeo and Juliet. 

Switchback scenes the backyard 
of a tenement, Margo’s real home, 
with her mother hanging up wash- 
ing. The brother scrambles over the 
fence pursued by cops, lad having a 
package of pearls hande§® to him by 
a thief. Sister goes to bat for the 
kid and both are pinched. 

Scene reverts to the interview and 
when. the actress tells about her 
brother being in sé@clusion for ex- 
tended periods, there is a_ giggle. 
Again the switchback, this time to 
Margo’s ‘convent,’ in reality a girls’ 
reformatory where she was con- 
fined for several years. Margo is 
the best of the bunch. The inmates 
do not seem really vicious, and the 
scene adds novelty to the drama. 

Third act, which attempts to show 
Margo got onto the stage and 
what she tells the interview- 
ers, is far from logical. Change this 
time depicts a low-class night spot 
where she meets rich Tommy Went- 
worth who, while drunk, wanders 
into the joint. Margo gets him away 
from toughs and takes him home, 
landing a job in a show he is back- 
ing. Back to the reception room, 
the star is ending her story. Head- 
line then announces a jailbreak and 
soon she learns that her brother is 
killed. Author has the girl a thor- 
oughbred, sticking to her mother 
and the frere, but how she acquires 
the finish displayed by the actress is 
less believable. 


Doris Nolan, who impressed in 
‘The Night of January 16,’ has a 
long, varied part as Margo which 


she acts admirably. In the reforma- 
tory scene, Beatrice Kay and Ann 
Thomas are especially good. Alan 
Bunce, as Wentworth. makes the 
part count. Fairly populous cast. in- 


| cluding Ivy Troutman and Constance 
| McKay (interviewers), has been well 


| 
| 


spoke, | 


| sorship, although he was scheduled | 


tion, promising to take steps to rem- | 





edy the situation if he were reap- | 
pointed. 
Future Plays 
Mare Blitzstein working on an- 
other show, titled ‘No for an An- 
swer.’ 


‘Rugged Individualists,’ comedy by 
Walter Phylo, is skedded for re- 
hearsal next month by Norman Be! 
Geddes, its producer. 

‘The Wild Duck’ will be 
Feb. 14 by Henry Forbes. 
is partially completed. 


revived 
Casting 





King Raoul Henry, 
Hugh Baumont, 
Philomene Offer, 
Charles William- 


Gleason, Louis 


Nungesser, 
Frances Ziegler, 
Mary Lou Dillon, 
Manole Melancon, 


son, Adela 


and William Hobbs completed the 
good cast. 
The sets were designed by Wil- 


liam H. Perkins and staged by Earl 
Crumb. Marie Adams supervised the 
and Wilbur Hinkle di- 
the music, Liuz. 


a trrmnine 
costumes 


rected 


Punsch | 


! 


chosen and the play given adequate 
production. Ibee., 


FICKLE WOMEN 


Melodrama in three acts (five scenes), 
Written and directed by Murray Brown. 
Presented ~ by Irving FE Bizman and &S., 


Mario Castaena, at 


Dec, 15, "87, 


Nora Bayes, N. Y 


S1.65 ton, 


Silie Bronson. .sceiccsce ..Emili Elden 
Alice Bronson.......... .Mildred Rowlette 
Marty Bronson.....,....! S. Mario Castagna 
Edna Walker...............Naomi Ravelle 
oe oe > Son Murray Brown 
WO POOP NIOs 6546880085 ea088 Jerry Guardino 
i | re William Pharr 
Captain Morgan........e... Edgar Winslow 
WOUNY DLCWAFL. 26 6seccves - Virginia Elliot 
Detective Woods. ....ccccocvce Garri Ross 
Dolore oa Serer rr ree Caprice Petite 
Ann Cran atTlt YT T a \lice Craven 
Doris... ; peseesas Peggy Bowles 
CO la ceés ceases Torrey t cane Manning 
duh PERE E CL ee Séeedete ..Judith O'Neil 
MNBOTs wee eeceereseeecs oT Lucille TLinden 

TAL eerie Madward Thomas 

DUNES Sarthe o-as siWe ho ks on (ieoree Rlack 
a \ Paul Stewart 
AMIPict Attorney. .cccecce Pal ne 
eg BCT a i as iheasle rn ts 
eS et ee ee J s« wart 
‘Fickle Women’ {s so bad it em- 


barrasses the audience. 
ful yarn about the 
slave ring is clumsily 
fully directed and 
played. Offers nothing 
way or films and wouldn't even do 
credit to a student dramatic club. 
For the record, tht play is the first 
Broadway venture of the National 
Players. Showing was for one night, 
but sponsor was hopeful of getting 
a regular booking. In that case 
the cast will become Equity mem- 
bers. Author-director Murray Brown 
plays one of the leads, Co-producet 
S. Maria Castagna plays another. 
Brown is described in the program 
as a graduate of stock and vaude. 


Penny-dread- 
sinister white 
written, woe- 
distressingly 
for Broad- 


Castagna formerly was with the Hip- 
podrome Opera Co. Hobe. 
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Equity Members 
To Seek Revised 
Dismissal Rule 


Rank and file members of Equity 
are expected to seek the inclusion 
in the standard contract of a clause 
covering the matter of indiscriminate 
dismissals. It is felt that after a 
player goes through rehearsals in 
town and out and the show opens 
on Broadway, letouts should be only 
for cause, not merely dependent on 


the manager's whim or other ex- 
igency. 
Under the present rules players 


may be dismissed upon two wecks 
notice unless there is a run of the 
play pact. Player may withdraw 
upon giving similar notice, but in 
some instances where replacements 
are made by the management after 
the Broadway premiere, when the 
cast is apparently set, it is claimed 
the actor is at a disadvantage. 

Case in point is that of Marcel 
Rousseau who was let out of ‘Hooray 
For What?’ Winter Garden, N. Y., 
and replaced by Charles Le Torre. 
Latter was in ‘Between the Devil’ 
but his part was eliminated when 
the script was revised. Though his 
contract calls for a modest salary, 
Le Torre was engaged for the run of 
the play. Because of that he was 
placed in ‘Hooray’ and Rousseau let 
out. Contention is that the dismissal 
was not for cause. 


Theatre Authority Has 


L.A. Office, Frisco Next; 
Max Halperin Chi Rep 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Possible that Max Halperin will 
take over local representation of the 
Theatre Authority. Reluctance of 
Frank Dare, local Equity official to 
involve himself. in political compli- 
cations and middle man spot in TA’s 
campaign to control benefit perform- 
ances is believed to be the reason. 

Dare was ushered into the situa- 
tion last week when he had to call 
out Equity performers from Mayor 
Kelly's benefit. While Equity of- 
ficially sanctioned the move and he 
was. only obeying orders, it is under- 
stood the actual personal invokement 
is distasteful, 

TA now has its Los Angeles office 
functioning under the gudance of 
I. B. Kornbloom, local Equity at- 
torney. Situation there lacks com- 
plications of Chicago, where the mu- 
siclans loeal and daily papers made 
an issue of the event. 

Undersiood that TA has already 
cleared two L.A. benefiits from which 
it will share on regular 15% of the 
gross. San Francisco office is also 
being set via local Equity there. 

As soon as time will permit TA 
will establish connections! in other 
keys for benefit clipping. When hol - 
days have passed and the Chicago 
matter has been settled, the group 
will move out across the country, us- 
ing various Equity offices and those 
of other talent unions, when lat.er 
come into the picture officially, as 
bases, So far there has been no of- 
ficial confirmation by the American 
Federation of Actors, American Guild 
of Musical Artisis or the American 
Federation of Radio Artists. * 


L. A. Legit Fast Broken 
With ‘Stream,’ Flo Reed 


Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 

Legit undergoes a rebirth locally 
this week, with two houses relighting 
after being dark for many weeks. 
First in will be the Merle Armi- 
tage’s Coast production of ‘Lady 
Precious Stream,’ debuting at the 
Philharmonic Auditorium Thursday 





(23), with Morris Gest having a 
finver in the production. Engage- 


ment is for 12 performances, with 
heavy advance indicating a take of 
close tc 40G’s. 

Biltmore reopens Christmas Day 
with ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ 
Starring Florence Reed. 

Federal Theatre Project opens 
‘Androcles and the Lion’ at the Hol- 
lywood Playhouse (23), with an all 
necro cast plus a concert prelude 
of 50 voices. ‘Ready! Aim! Fire,’ 
after nine weeks at the Playhouse 
f9€s into the Mayen (22) for con- 
Unued run, ; 





COAST BREAKIN FOR 
JOHN HELD’S ‘FUNNIES’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
William Keighley and Homer Cur- 
ran will produce ‘The’ Funnies, 
comedy by John Held, Jr., and Marie 
Baumer, on the Coast next spring, 
planning later to take it to Broad- 
way. 
Opening here is skeded for the 
Biltmore theatre, a Curran house, 











Sin N.Y, Fined | 
For Violation Of | 
U.S. Ducat Law 


} 

Fines of $50 to $200 were imposed | 
Monday (20) by Federal Judge 
Henry Goddard on 13 of 19 theatre 
ticket agents and empleyees for vio- 
lating the federal law on the proper 
stamping of theatre tickets. In the 
eases of the employees, Assistant 
United States Attorney Jesse Moss 
recommended that the fines be re- 
mitted. The sentences of the other 
six. were postponed. Those fined 
were: 

Sussman Theatre Ticket Office, 
Inc., $200; Harry Weinstein, sales- 
man, $100; Robert J. Miller and John 
Wachter, trading under the name of 
the Grand Centra] Theatre Service, 
$200 each; Harry Rosenblum, $200; 
Original Tyson & Co., $100; Edward 
Lysons, salesman, $50; Arrow Ticket 
Service, Inc., $100; Willard Henry, 
salesman, $50; Arthur A. Radler, 
$100; James Johnson, trading under 
the name of the Manhattan Theatre 
Ticket Co., $100, and T. Everett 
Naughton, of the Naughton Theatre 
Ticket Office, $100. 

Sentences were deferred until Dec. 
27 on David and Barney Warfield, 
Oscar Alexander and Jesse Berily 
and the Arthur Hitchman’s Theatre 
Ticket Office, Inc., to Jan. 10. 











Court Nixes Husband’s | 


Claim on $63,000 Fund | 
Left by Marilyn Miller| 


In upholding the decision of the 
N. Y. Supreme Court, the Appelate 
Division last Friday (17) refused 
Chester L. O'Brien, husband of the 
late Marilyn Miller, any interest or 
share in the trust fund established 
for her mother by Miss Miller be- 
fore her death. Decision stated that 
the plaintiff had claim on the gen- 
eral estate but not on the fund. 


Originally the fund totalled $78.- 
000, but borrowing reduced it to 
$63,000 at the time of Miss Miller's 
death April 8, 1936. -Mother was to 
be paid $150 monthly for life. Will 
was executed on April 31, 1937, and 
it provided $25,000 for her father, 
Edwin D. Reynolds; $15,000 for her 
former mother-in-law, Carrie Carter, 
and the residue to be set in trust for 
her mother, 


Star married O'Brien, 
boy, in October, 1934. Her will had 
been made before the marriage. 
Since he did not share in the estate 
he sought a husband's right which 
the court granted, but which meant 
nothing since a $34,000 indebtedness 
ate up the general estate of $31.000. 
Court rendered latter phase while 
ruling out the share in the fund. S. 
W. Tannenbaum, of Tannenbaum 


a chorus 


and Appel, held that the fund was, 


meant exclusively for the mother. 


opinion which court shared. 


court brought out 
that during the year-and-one-half 
thet the pair were married, O'Brien 
earncd only $25. During that same 
period it was testified Miss Miller 
gave $65,000 to O’Brien for personal 
use and spent $144,000 for their joint 
maintenance. Part of the money 
went into O'Brien's production of 
‘Angels Fear to Tread.’ When Miss 
Miller’s will was drawn she had a 
personal fortune of over $500,000, 
half of which was in cash, it was 
stated. O'Brien has remained since 
the death of Miss Miller. 


Testimony in 





‘Simoon Over Algiers,’ play deal- 
ing with the red light district in that 
city and first produced in Paris un- 
der the title ‘Prosper, goes into re- 
hearsal next month sponsored by 
French-American Productions. Kurt 





Current Road Shows 


Week of Dec. 20 





‘Babes in Arms,’ Forrest, 
Philadelphia (opens 24), 

‘Brother Rat,’ Locust, Phila- 
delphia ‘opens 25). 

‘Brother Rat,’ American, St. 
Louis (opens 25). 

‘Leaning on Letty’ (Charlotte 


Greenwood), Wilbur, Boston 
(opens 24). 
‘Right This Way,’ Shubert, 


Boston ‘opens 25). 

‘Room Service,’ Cox, Cincin- 
nati ‘opens 25), 

‘Tobacco Road,’ 
lene, Tex. (25). 

‘Tonight at 8:30,” American, 
St. Louis (19-22); Davidson, 
Milwaukee ‘opens 25), 

‘Tovarich’ ‘(Eugenie 
vich), Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Victoria Regina’ (Helen 
Hayes), Paramount, Toledo, O. 

‘Wine of Choice’ (Miriam 
Hopkins), Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Women,’ Victory, Dayton, O., 
(20); Memorial Aude, Louis- 
ville (25). 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ 
Chief, Colorado Springs (20); 
Biltmore, Los Angeles ‘(opens 
25). 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Hanna, Cleveland ‘opens 25). 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris, Chicago. 

‘You Can’t Take It With Yeu,’ 
Ryman Aude, Nashville, Tenn., 
(21); High School Aude, Little 
Rock, Ark., (23), 

‘Yr. Obedient Husband’ ‘ Fred- 
ric March), Cass, Detroit. 


Abi- 


Aude, 


Leonto- 











Robitschek wil! direct. 


FTP Future Uncertain, Thinks 
Hallie Flanagan; Natl Theatre? 





Convicted on Charges 
By ‘Waltzes’ Showgirl 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 
with attacking Leila 
showgirl in ‘Three 


Charged 
Royce, 26, 
Waltzes,’ two local men 
victed by a jury in 40 minutes last 
Saturday (18) afternoon. Trial lasted 
four days. Sentence was 
pending defense motion for a 
trial, 

‘Waltzes’ closed at 
here Saturday, 


new 


the Chestnut 


‘Housemaster, 
‘Husband’ Likely 
Bway Prospects 


Two shows which have 
tracting aitention on the road and 
are regarded as likely possibilities 
for Broadway are ‘Yr. Obedient 
Husband’ and ‘The Housemaster.’ 
Both have drawn excellent grosses 
without the benefit of a New York 
rep. Reviews accorded in the vari- 
ous stands have been favorable, in 


been at- 








0 WPA B.O. MEN 
HELD IN FRAUD 


Half a dozen Broadway boxoffice 
men who were employed in the 
WPA Theaire Project sum- 
moned to the Federal court, N. Y.. 
Monday (20) on the charge of fraud. 
They had been indicted on the 
grounds of having accepted pay from 
the WPA while they earned money 
on the outside. Cases are part of a 
general investigation of WPA. With 
some question as to the government's 
claim, the men were put over until 
next Monday (27), 

Boxoffice people worked on a 
broken time arrangement on WPA, 
checking in each morning and often 
free jin the afternoon, then reporting 
back for evening duty in the thea- 
tres. Men involved took temporary 
jobs selling tickets at the baseball 
parks, explaining they wished to 
make the connection there in crse 
they were dropped from the rel-ef 
projeci, which occurred. 


When queried about the ball park 
jobs which pay very litile, the men 
previously admitied such activity. 
Investigators, however, claimed they 
were not within their rights. Men 
then offering to repay the wages paid 
them by WPA. At 
known to have refunded two wecks’ 
pay, whch amounted to $72 at the 
time, but that apparenily did not 
mitigate the charges, 

Time slips kept on the ticket sell- 
ers are said to have aroused the 
curios ty of the check-up men. Some 
were incorrectly signed in at five in 
the afternoon, whereas the men ex- 
plained they had really reported at 
seven o'clock. Along 
charges are regarded as a bad vre4k 
for the b.o. men who had little em- 





were 


ployment other than the relief joos 


for years. 


Hot Cleveland Election 


Dec. 21 


re-elected 





Cleveland, 
Krasny was 
Cleveland 
union No. 4 for a second 


Milton W 
president of 


two-veal 
term after one of the bitterest-foucht 
battles in the local’s history. Otto 
Kapl, head of the old revime for 
many years, tried to run for office 
on a ‘knocking platform, but was} 
trounced by 781 Krasny votes to| 
Kapl's 303. 
Henry Pfizenmaver re-elected vice- | 
president; Elmer H. Wahl as secre- 
tary and treasurer for ninth year 


Willard Pott and Earl Chatham were | Only 
two new men appointed to board of | have 


directors, which include 


Horace C. 
W. Costello. 


now 


least one is | 


roadway the | 


musicians | 


- nt aoe 
Vokun, Ed. Haug, Batto| on Broadway 


line with the business garnered. 

Draw of ‘Husband’ has been the 
best, with the appearance of Fredric 
March as star and with Florence Eld- 
ridge accounted responsible for the 
draw. Show is reported getting as 
high as $20,000 on some weeks. ‘Hus- 
band’ is by Horace Jackson, a Coast 
writer, play was first called ‘The 
Christian Hero.’ It Jured John Crom- 
well from the Coast to stage it. He 
is co-producing with March, who is 
on an indefinite leave from the stu- 
dios. Due into the Broadhurst, N.Y., 
next week. 

‘Housemaster’ is a Shubert produc- 
tion with Ruth Selwyn co-presenier. 
Play was originally produced in 
London last winter, but appears not 
to have been considered having a 
chance over here by other managers. 
Show’s business in the keys has been 
aided by subscriptions of the Ameri- 
can Theatre Society (Guild and Shu- 
berts). Due on Broadway early in 
January. 


Critics Will Be Boys, 
Or Vice Versa; Mutiny 
Within Critics’ Circle 


N. Y. Critics Circle dinner was 

not a long, quiet and just conversa- 
tional affair. John Anderson walked 
out after disagreement with George 
Jean Nathan, ¢urrent president of 
the critics group. Indicated there 
are factions among the boys, some 
| of whom had the same ideas as ex- 
| pressed by Anderson. 
Some of the members couldn't un- 
|derstand why formal dress was re- 
| quired, since the affair was held in 
private quarters. Anderson opined 
that Nathan's idea of talent was of 
auestionable taste, the prez having 
nvited Butterfiy McQueen, young 
Nevro actress, who had a small part 
in ‘Brown Sugar’ (closed). Under- 
stood that Miss McQueen failed to 
show. Her assignment was to have 
ushered in the members. Girl is 
now in ‘Brother Rat.’ Anderson said 
|} he had not drawn the color line, but 
ust didn't like the idea. 














Anderson is also said to have 
taken exception to Nathan's sclec- 
‘ion of Gordon's Dogs, a turn that! 


s used in ‘Hooray for What!’ at the 
| Winter Garden, N. Y. 

Circle’s last dinner was held in a 
hotel dining room. A _ mysteriou 
box wes sent to the table and when 


|opened a live snake wiggled out. 


' 
' Ee 


| CHANGEABLE HELEN JEROME 


| 

| Helen Jerome 
| olay agent sv 
|ber of her wv 
the producers. 
In three 
| been repped DY 
| 


takes the cake for 
itching and the num- 


l- 
Orks 


Miss 
srace Moore, A\l- 

Pinker & Morrison, 
| Richard Madden, Sarah Rollits and 
| is currently with Brandt & Brandt. 
two of 11 circulating scrints 
seen commercial production 
| in the U. S., ‘Pride 


years, 


lied Authors, 


and 


road, 


were con- | 


deferred | 


circulating among 


Jerome has | 


Prejudice’ 
and ‘Jane Eyre’ on the 





No certainty that the WPA The- 
atre Project will be in ex’stence by 
April, 1939, is seen by Mrs. Hallie 
Flanagan, national director. She so 
expressed herself at a luncheon of 
the theatrical committee for the 


|New York World's Fair, held last 
| week at the fair grounds. Mrs. 
| Flanagan did not refer to recent 


suggestions that the Federal Theatre 
Project might become a national 
theatre movement. 

She reminded theatre 
that the FTP is ready to do experi- 
mental productions for commercial 
producers. To date showmen have 
not taken advantage of that possi- 
bility, but some present at the 
luncheon indicated they were {fa- 
vorably impressed with the idea. 
Director for the first time frankly 
stated that it is not the purpose of 
the WPA to oppose established the- 
atre enterprises and suggested that 
if the FTP is still in existence when 
the fair opens a ‘Living Newspaper’ 
production be presented to show the 
progress of 


managers 


entertainment and 
drama, 
While Mrs. Flanaga failed to 


mention the subject of a nationg] 
theatre such a_ hope is distinctly 
alive in another direction. Actors 


Equity Assn. committee is zealously 
working for that realization. Move- 
ment is based on the Coffey Bill, 
measure to be introduced into Con- 
ress to lift FTP out of WPA and 
establish it on a permanent basis. 
Bill is not limited to the theatre, 
but takes in all the cultural arts. 

While the object of the Coffey 
Bill favored by the actor side of 
show business, other observers fig- 
ure it has little chance of adop- 
tion by Congress in the near future 
in view of the current drive to re- 
duce government budgets. Coffey 
measure would take the FTP setup 
and increase the personnel not less 
than 20%, with regional boards in 
charge throughout the country. 
There would be no relief angle. For 
that reason Equity is hot for the 
idea and is backing it to the limit. 

Joint meeting of more than 20 
union representatives in N. Y., who 
are backing the Federal Arts (Cof- 
fey) bill, agreed on Monday (20) to 
urge several changes in the present 
text. These include raising the pro- 
posed salary of the commissioner of 
fine arts from $5,000 to $12,500, and 
extending’ the tenure of members of 
the regional committee from one to 
two years. An office will be set up 
to handle the bill’s promotion. Bur- 
gess Meredith presided as chairman 
of the committee, 

At the meeting, it was also ar- 
ranged for a committee of six mem- 
bers from theatrical unions and 
project workers’ organizations to 
call on Paul Edwards, administrator 
for the five arts projects in N. Y., 
asking for a 10% increase in per- 
sonnel. Also will ask President 
Roosevelt for $225,000,000 for three 
| months’ appropriation, to carry the 
| projects to March, 1938. 


Iowa FTP Foldup 


Des Moines, Dec. 21. 

Iowa Federal Theatre Project is 
washed up after Jan. 1, according to 
word just received by George Kel- 
ler. lowa works progress administro- 
tor, who said an effort would be 
made to place on other projects the 
24 office workers and actors now ac- 
tive in the theatre program. 

Total of $121 has been spent dur- 
|ing each month of the last year to 
maintain each person in the project. 
Man-month cost on other projects in 
the state has averaged $59. An- 
nouncement followed recasting of 
the last federal theatre play, ‘Arms 
and the Man’ after J. Howard Mil- 
ler, acting national federal theatre 
director, and Herbert Ashton, Jr., 
| regional director, saw it produced in 
Davenport about ten days ago. Offi- 








cials said Miller and Ashton had 
| ‘criticized’ the production. Miller 
| was recently quoted by the N. Y. 


|Times as being dissatisfied with re- 


sults of the national federal thestre 
program, 
cient a 
__ AWPA Penthouse 
| Philadelnhia, Dec. 21. 
| Federal Theatre Project here is 
seeking suitable spot for penthouce 
theatre, with stage in center and 
aud on four sides around it 

Have in mind doing ‘Twelfth 


;Nighv’ and O'Neill's ‘Sea Saga.’ 


Seti oa mee 
aa — 
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Plays Abroad 





OH, YOU LETTY 


London, Dec. 14. 


Musical comedy in three acts by Geoffrey 
Ker Hert tee and Clifferd Grey Based 
on “Thea Whole Town's Talking’ by John 
Kracrser and Anita Loos; music by Paul 
Sharon. Presented by Jack Waller at the 
Fal London 
\anie evca se we eh ead wees Phyllis Bourke 
M SHAMS. occ cee Rertha Belmor 
M) SiPPEIS. 2. ee ee _.Svdney Howard | 
loon seecceces- Patricia Leenarl | 
Roe Shields... ccceeeee .. Edward Molloy 
ih r Binoes Wrehie Wats 
Tehenald Swiit : ne Robert Adin 
T.etts. Lwthe ’hyllis Stantle 
btorrie Green .en n Hunte 

This musical is founded on John 
Emerson and Anita Loos’ ‘The Whole 
Town's Talking’ and has just a trifle 
more plot than the general run 
pieces in this category. It is well 
produced and staged, with no un- | 
due ostentation or extravagance. 
Music is reasonably tuneful and 
lyrics well rhymed. 


Sydney Howard, 
well-known mannerisms, is the star, 
playing a philandering husband with 
that inimitable protagonist, 
Belmore, as his shrewish wife. 
is not made up as elderly as usual. 
and wallops over the individual hit | 
of the evening by doing a song and | 


dance, displaying her legs and othe r- 
wise Qisporting herself minus her 
usual insistance upon dowager dig- 
nity. 


Wylie Watson, comic, who general- 
ly plays elderly characters, also de- | 
parts from the customary procedure | 


by enacting a semi- -youthful, timid 
lover. Patricia Leonard is an at- 
tractive little ingenue and _ sings 


neatly. 
cipals 
about. 
The audience undoubtedly enjoyed 
the show opening night. Looks like 
a success Jolo. 


ROTER MOHN 


(‘The Red Poppy’) 
Berlin, Dec. 6. 


are nothing to write home 





Piay in four acts by Leo Herzog. Pro- 
duced and directed by Erich Papst. Scenic | 
wirangements, Barnhard Klein. At Theatre 
in der Friedrichstrasse, Berlin. 

a ere ee rer rey re Kurst Meister 
POON. so 45 0 ada0edseuad Catharin Reichert 
Gerhhard.. ...ccccecccsesvecscese Hans Quest 
Lh, SPORE TERE TE rere Irmgard Willers 
WH GALORE, «2 ccccccesers Kunibert Gensichen 
a. ee er er Hedda Bjornson 
BES 636s cavevasveasiascessss Alice Treff | 

Here's a tale of musical genius 
with a brand new twist. Though, in 
its present state, it is hopeless for 


foreign consumption, a celluloid ver- 
sion is more than likely here. Tech- 
nical difficulties not to be coped 
with adequately in a legit produc- 
tion vanish before the lens. 

This is a macabre idea that should 
have plenty of punch, but doesn’t, 
due to wavering play construction, 
uneven dialog and histrionics. Scenes 
where the genius gives vent to his 
overwrought emotions have fire- 
works that fizzle out. 

Papa marries mamma to cash in 
on her child-wonder, Gerhard. He 
handles the kid’s career, not to men- 
tion the wads of dough from the 
concert tours, and socks it away, no- 
body dares ask where. He isolates 
Gerhard between tours and keeps 
his nerves at a high tension by 
secretly coking him. But when the 
authorities get wise to the fact that 
the boy wonder is not a boy any 
longer, but 19 and therefore eligible 
for military service, the jig is up. 

Gerhard in a military camp is un- 
ruly and rebellious and when the 
commanding officer orders him to 
stand in his presence he says 


homage to him and who the blazes is 
a damned officer that he should 
stand for him. This, incidentally, is 
a corking scene. 


Out of step with the whole world | 
and contemptuous of the poor boys 


ee 


replete with his | 


Bertha | 
She | 


The remainder of the prin- | 


that | 
the cream of five continents has done | 


araund him, brother love is awak- 
ened when he learns that for one of 
these lads the camp means having a 
| bed of his own for the first time in 
| his life. The n with a burst of heroics 
lhe vows to peel, scrub aad scrape 
| like the others in between elevat- 
ling them with fugues and roulades. 

The production is on a cheap scale 


| plays 


a timid, flurried little man, 
daily going forth from a monotonous 


home life, ruled by his prim, subur- 
; ban wife. 


| 


| on modern life conditions. 
| from the pen of the author, St 
| Ervine, 


| En 


with sets that couldn’t possibly have 
been managed on less. The cast is 
| not only without marquee value, but 
| nainfully tacking in talent, 
| 
| 
PEOPLE AT SEA 
London, Dec. 10. 
ie palin 1 three «a sby J. B. Priestley, 
yrod ib auriol Lee, at Apello, london 
an Andrew Laurence 
Riptou as P Frederick l’iper 
Mil se ae Neville Mapp 
Nona S I na ena ade (Carla Lehmann 
Prov rv Puwtlet Edward Chapman 
1 Ashford My Macdonald Parke 
} Mr \ eland Marjorie Fielding 
Carle elburg r eck s<8 Carl Jaffe 
| Bowne i se ee forin Thatcher 
| Miriat “ “pp i Vivienne Bennett 
1 Veaileatine Vien... Martin Walker 
Lis nee pe See, eT ix Jean Muir 
| Tried out at the Bradford Civic 
Playhouse, Yorkshire, some weeks 
ago under the title, ‘I’m a Stranger | 
Here.” this third of Mr. Priestley’s 
current season’s productions is not 
likely to register as strongly as the 
lothers. Its spinal column can be | 


likened to past pieces like “The Ad- 
mirable Crichton, ‘Bedrock,’ ‘Out- 
| ward Bound,’ with even a novelistic 
| dash of ‘The Bridge of San Luis Rey’ 
i thrown in. As the author seems to 
| be in vogue here, patrons may flock 


in. 

| & derelict liner in the tropics 
houses a mixed bunch of geniuses 
and neurotics, prisoners, following 


a fire at sea. The socialistic elements 
| stage a mutiny, which is quelled by 
the coolness 
professor of philosophy. 





Each per- 





works out his 
Two find 


fore the final curtain, 
own design for living. 
| refuge in death by suicide. 
Edward Chapman gives his usually 
workmanlike characterization, as the 
professor; Jean Muir (from Holly- 
| wood) aroused controversial discus- 
|sions as a dope-addicted, has-been 
| film star; Martin Walker 
effective, blase author, and the re- 
mainder of the cast does more than 
| justice with the material at its com- 
mand 
| It is difficult to prognosticate the 
fate of any type of entertainment, 








| public taste being so fickle, and since | 


| the author’ Ss sea-going drame, ‘Bees | 
on the Boatdeck,’ had scant success 
last vear. This latest, being the ‘hat 
| trick’ of his productions, may attract 
a fuller prosperity than it 
dtherwise deserve. 








London, Dec. 13. 





Comedy in three acts by Marie Oxenford. 
Presented by the Forsyth Players at the 
Kmbassy, London, 

Geoffrey Winter..... eseeee. Ordon Brown 
Timothy Cassiday..... e@ocees Derek Tansley 
Beosmewmes GATE. 6 -60-64.6 6.6665 000008 Joy Rennie 
| Benes Blake. .cccccccsccese Richard Goolden 
| Susan Spencer........2-..+..-Mabel Poulton 
IOC s ois cescceesves Hugh F. Fe Casson 
| Mabel Binke. ...ccccacsces eaececes ell Carter 
Doris Hammond... .ccceee eens iin orton 
DINED, 550s cadwesiaddeds cat Ivan Vander 
iP, « POP. 62k askins Desmond Liewellyn 
| Sal MBM... ccccecccsecces Anthony Parker 
| Nan ERT UNeTPE TT TT Terre, Me 

Pewt Barris... cccccccceceseees Owen Jones 

Tallor’sa Fitter. .ccccocsces eoees JOHN Irvine 


Nothing very original in this semi- 
farcical comedy, except that the ill- 
doers triumph and get away 
the swag. Will Hays would have 
|something to say if it were offered 
in this form for a film. 

The company presenting the show 
comes from the seaside town of Bex- 
hill, and recruited Richard Goolden, 
radio ‘name,’ for the stellar role. He 





would | 


WORM THAT TURNED 



















; OF HOSIERY 


*« Lovely Suede ieee ae box free 


¥. 


with each 3-pair purchase. 





daytime. It wears. 


* Give her our #393 2-thread sheer for evening. Sandal 


sole. Regularly 1.65 





Other hosiery styles 





* Give her our #335 3-thread sheer for 
Regularly 1.25 


at 69c, 79c and B9c 


552 FIFTH AVE. 450 FIFTH AVE. 


PAIR 
.3 prs. for 3.25 
also specially orice’ - 


49 W. 34th ST. 1552 


Bs See OT oy OO See 


Following a smash and grab raid, 
some jewels are planted on him, he 
followed home, kidded by the 
thieves into giving up the stolen 
goods, becomes friendly with the 
gang, and ensuing events give him 
sufficient pluck to gain the upper 
hand with his wife. 


ROBERT’S WIFE 


Is 


London, D ac. 4. 

New play in three acts by St doln 
Hivine, presented by H. M. Tennent, /.te 
> ted by Murray Macdonald. At Cilebe 
Lor n 
Faure Har - ne Pe ae Ann Farrer 
MMMNES .ccrccevesvevercececs Jacqueline Clo 
Mi GOT. iss atunseaeees .. Mdith Sharpe 
Sunchia CuarsOn..ceceseccerss icdith Keyan 
PGC CNG. 6 osc aes ects ewees Johan Bailes 
The Rev Robe rt COMER. cc ccc Owen Nat 
it Rishop of Winterburys David Morr 
M PONE 446s S .Margaret Moffat 
bi onseeeasece David Markham 
Chief Ir ctor Lindsey.....k. 3. Kenned 
Inspector Futvoye - , John Linden 
M armitage wecec. Margaret Scuda riers 
Yhe Rev. Artrur Jefferson..Robert lielme 


Wife’ is a splendid, well- 
written play, with a series of essays 
Anything 
John 


and 


‘Robert’ s 


Moat 


is usually 
often controversial. 

The play concerns a vicai 
lish industrial town whose 
a physician, has been 
in establishing a local 
preaches birth control. 


interesting, 


in an 
wiie, 
instrumental 

clinic 


The 


| is anxious to promote the vicar to a 


deanery, but the wife’s career 
stumbling block. 

There are several discussions 
modern problems. Fer 
young man comes to the house and 
begs the assistance ef the vicar in 
securing permission to marry a girl 
whom he has gotten ‘in trouble.’ 
Both he and the girl are under 


is a 


on 


age 
|} and the boy’s mother, a widow, re- 
fuses to sanction the marriage. Haw- 


and gun-agility of a | evé 
child dies, 
son unveils his secret heart and, be- | 


makes an | 


| 
| 
| 


| 





| offered 
| destroyer 
with | 
| solved. 


| Of insurance on these prints, 


ever, the marriage takes place. The 
leaving the two clerics 
with the responsibility of having 
saddled a young man with an un- 
suitable mate. 





and | 
bishop | 
| choice locations. 
| blocks 

| scalpers 


It is all very English and enjoy-_ 
| able and is slated to be a winner. 


Jolo. 


| Newsreel Shots 


(Continued from page 1) 








bombing. Both cameramen 
many of their shots from 


secured | 
launches 


in which they escaped from sinking | 


| gunboat. They also were able to se- 
cure unusual action material aboard 


| the Panay between bombs dropped | 


from the skies, 


This is the second time that mo- 
tion pictures of an international in- 
cident have been obtained or been 
pressed into service to decide a high- 
ly controversial issue. Newsreel 
shots of the assassination of King 
Alexander in France were the first. 
At first, both Fox Movietone and 
Universal believed they would have 
to go by boat to Hong Kong in order 
to catch the giant clipper bound for 
San Francisco. Because of long pas- 


| . . . 
| sage they feared missing connections 


and efforts were being made to hold 
the China clipper for 24 hours. 
U. S. Destroyer’s ‘Taxi’ Service 
But when U. S. officials attached so 
much importance to the pictures and 
‘the taxi’ service via the 
to Manila, problem 


| officials regarding covering of Cali- 
| fornia-Alabama football game. Pres- 


| 
| 
r 


| six are selling for as high as $100. 
instance, a! 


that a high-scoring contest would 
| eliminate some of battle’s highlights 





} 


of | 


getting newsreels to America was! 


Universal's cameraman Al- 
ley is reputed to have obtained films 
of actual machine-gunning by Japa- 
nese, even when they are credited 
with having recognized the boat 
and crew to be American. However. 
all of this is expected to be shown}! 
in the photographic record. 
Universal considers the films so! 
valuable it took out $200,000 worth 
with 


actual insurance costing about one- 


hundredth of total. It is applicable 
only when the negative placed 
aboard the China Clipper. 

As both newsreel companies bent 
every effort to hurry the prints to 
U. S., various newspaper 
cates 


is 


still syndi- | 
burned up wires and radio in| 





| the amusement interests and the city. 


an effort to locate suitable pictures. | 


United Press at first 
with being the only 


was credited 
syndicate to 


on the Panay sinking, with 
valued cargo taken overland to 
Hankow and then by rail to Hong 
Kong. This made it certain the U.P. 
photos would catch the Clipper. 
Newsreel and rival still syndicates 
worked hand in hand for several 


to make Clipper connections. 
first proposed to charter 


Hong Kong in time. 


| Steel Pier, 


Problem was | 
solved when U. S. officials decided | 
the photos and newsreels had value 
| to American diplomatic service and 


have a comprehensive layout of stills | 
the | 


| 


days figuring out some way to get | 
their material to Hong Kong in time 
It was 
a special | 


plane. Then a plan was sugested 
of paying $8,000 to charter a fast | 
special steamboat that would reach | 


pressed the destroyer into service. 
Competition for still photographs 
was so keen at one juncture that 
both Wide World and International 
told newsreel companies they would 
double any price offered by a rival 
if they could get newsreel nega- 
tives through, These doubtlessly will 
be blown up from 35-millimeter mo- 
tion picture stock since at least two 
picture syndicates are understood to 
have contracted for stills on Panay 
incident besides United Press. 
Interest in incident by newspapers 
is shown by the fact that more than 


86 papers ordered Alley’s by-line 
story that was transmitted out of 
Shanghai by Universal, with publi- 


cations from 


eS 


paying wire charges 





| Rose Bowl Burnup 





(Continued from page 1) 


biggies sensed headache in advance 
and turned over ticket sale to con- 
ference heads. Thing getting so seri- 
sus tournament heads are making 
threats of breaking with Coast con- 


ference and hereafter picking own 
teams. 

Public, which filled stadiums last 
fall, left out in cold with only salva- 


tion the scalpers who are asking 
more than double the $5.50 top for 
Grads turning over 
to agencies and 
bids.’ Blocks of 


of ducats 
for ‘best 
Santa Fe Railroad is doing a 
burn because sold-in-advance reser- 
vations may be cancelled due to 
ducat freezeup. 
There some 


is talk of staging a 
competitive game in the U.S.C. sta- 
dium next New Year’s, for charity, 
similar to Frisco’s East-West contest 
for the Shrine Hospital. Stadium 
has capacity of 110,000. 


Five newsreels are planning on a 
united front in presenting their de- 
mands to Rose Bowl New Year's day 


ent drive is to get authorities to per- 
mit each newsreel to take 400 feet 
of film as compared with 100-foot al- 
lowance in the last contest. 


Contention of newsreel editors is 


if only 100 feet of negative are al- 
lowed. Figures that five touchdowns 
or more would mean sloppy han- 
dling of Rose Bowl contest, and want 
that added footage for this year. 


Tickets for the Rose Bowl football 
game to be held on New Year’s at 
Pasadena between California and 
Alabama, were offered on Broadway 
last week with few takers. Coastite 
placed the tickets on sale at Tyson 


& Co, on Broadway asking $17.50 
each. Agency was willing to dispose 


of the pastboards at 75c. over that 
figure but there was no demand and 
tickets were returned. 

Would-be seller is said to have had 
about 24 tickets and to have stated 
he only wanted to make the price of 
the return fare. 


| A. C. No Like 


(Continued from page 1) 








_—— 





latest of several differences between 


Mayor C. D. White, before depart- 
ing on a vacation to California for 
the holidays, closed the press bureau 
and left the city before anyone got 
a chance to sound him out on the 
future policy of publicity. The re- 
sort’s chieftain, himself a hotelman, 
has right along been advocating. the 
attraction of ‘upper classes’ to the 
resort and caused quite a furore last 
year when he termed the usual visi- 
tor to the resort as a ‘cheapskate. 
Amusement men considered this at- 
titude extremely harmful to their 
investments. 

Frank P. Gravatt, president of the 
and head of the Atlantic 
City Amusement Men’s Assn., some 
time ago went to bat on numerous 
matters advocated by the Mayor and 
not favored by the amusement men 
These included the proposed tax on 
bathing, parkometers (which were 
put in over protest) and an en- 
trance fee to the city. In the matte: 
of publicity and the $100,000 fund. 
he again sponsors the amusement 
men, declaring that such a ‘holiday’ 
would be a real detriment to the 
amusement business here. 

Adrian Phillips, chairman of the 
city’s advertising advisory commit- 
tee, and Hugh Riddle, operator of a | 
fishing center and head of Chamber | 
of Commerce, 
the proposed plan. 





| 
| 





| Charity Gimmick 











(Centinued from page 47) 
on the lower floor went for $15 and 
it was estimated the affair netted 
more on the one performance than 


the show made on the week. None 
of Broadway's standouts can com- 
mand such an excess charge in the 


agencies. 
Plaint is that such tickets are 
sometimes sold to regular agency 


patrons and when they are ‘held up’ 
for high prices, they decide to stay 
away from theatre-going for weeks. 
As often as not the show is a flop 
or only a mediocre opus, in which 
case the patrons feel doubly nicked 

In some cases, on the other hand. 
theatre parties are cemposed of 
‘pushover audiences.’ That is particu- 
larly true of the pre-opening per- 
formances, or so-called ‘previews.’ It 
is proverbial on Broadway that the 
reaction of such audiences is mean- 
ingless as an indicator of the show’s 
chance of success. Such audiences, 
it is claimed, are generally composed 
of persons who don't attend the the- 
atre at any other time. 

Nearly all the outright flops on 
Broadway this season drew rave re- 
actions from these pre-opener 
audiences if ‘previews’ were given, 

Even after the shows were subse- 
quently panned by the critics and 
immediately folded, reaction among 
those who had attended the prelim- 
inary performances has been that 
the shows were ‘killed by the cril- 
ics... Some of these ‘previews’ are 
still sold to special groups at re- 
duced prices. 

Each theatre party 
list of organizations for regular so- 
licitation. Many are church and re- 
ligious groups in the city but others 
are for the aid of movements far 
removed from Broadway. Some are 
even in foreign lands. Names of some 
of the societies which go for the the- 
atre party gimmick cause wonder- 
ment. But anything is grist to the 
theatre party mill. 

Admissions tax angle concerning 
theatre parties has not been com- 
pletely clarified. Federal people have 
been questioning the authenticity of 
some benefits and aim to collect tax 
from theatre, despite the fact that 
the local collector had issued exempt 
certificates. Regulations provide for 
tax-free tickets sold for charitable 
purposes, but in some instances the 
prices secured make the tax item 
unimportant to the » presnaters. 


dealer has a 


Carolina Troupe Tour 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 
Carolina Playmakers, travelling by 
bus, have just made a Virginia- 
Maryland-North Carolina tour, Dates 
included the Woman's Club, Rich- 
mond; Guild theatre, Baltimore; 
Roanoke College, Salem, Va.; Salem 
Academy, Winston-Salem; Greens- 
boro College, Greensboro; North 
Carolina College for Negroes, Dur- 
ham: Elon College, Elon; Goldsboro, 
and Hampton Institute, Hampton, Va. 
Former tours have taken’ the 
Playmakers from southern Georgia 
to Washington, Philadelphia, New 
York city and Boston, as far west as 
St. Louis, where they played in the 
first National Folk festival, and 
Dallas, where they appeared in the 
Centennial Exposition, 


21. 











Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Columbia Studio, H’wood 











Season 1937-28 
MARTIN BROONES 


Presents 


CHARLOTTE , 
GREENWOOD 


In the Thrill Comedy 


“LEANING ON LETTY” 
“Cette grande artiste n'est pas 
sevlement une comedienne extraord 


naire . elle est 
tragedienne.”’ Mare Thitantt, 
Montreal “U'ilustratian Nauvelle.”’ 


aussi une superbe 





put thumbs down al 


Wk. Dee. 25—Wilbur, Boston 
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Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Three shows are bucking the tide, 
one in its opening week, another in 
its closing week while the third is 
nearing the year mark. ‘Tovarich 
opened Monday (20) night at the 
Selwyn as the first of the Gilbert 
Miller plays here for the season. 
Going out on Saturday (25) will be 
‘Wine of Choice’ after two wecks at 
the Erlanger. And the other is ‘You 
Can't Take It with You,’ which 
deesn’t care about anything. 

‘Prother Rat’ scrammed on Satur- 
day (18) after 17 streng weeks at the 
Selwyn, while ‘A Doll's House’ de- 
parted the Grand on the same day 
after three powerful weeks. Latter 
show was near capacity throughout, 
despite mixed notices and reports. 
It had the temmes and _ best-seller 
readers in droves. 

Due in on Dec. 27 at the Erlanger 
is the Helen Hayes ‘Victoria Regina’ 


as the second Gilbert Miller show. 
Other shows scheduled for Chi in 
January are ‘Golden Boy,’ ‘Julius 
Caesar,’ ‘Babes in Arms.’ Local pro- 
duction of a new play by Alice 
Gerstenberg, ‘When Chicago Was | 


Young’ is slated for the Studebaker 
next week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘A Dolls House,’ Grand (1,300; 
275). Closed here Saturday (19) 
after three weeks and scrammed for 
N. Y. Finished to powerful $16,000. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn (1,000; $2.75). 
Finished here Saturday (19) after 17 
sessions. Never in the big money, it 
nevertheless ran to consistently fine 
profits week after week. Got away 
to $7,000. 


‘Tovarich,” Selwyn (1.000; $2.75) 
(Ist week). Opened last night 
(Monday), on fine advance reports 


and sales. 

‘Wine of Cheice,’ Erlanger (1,400; 
$2.75) (2nd and final week). Got 
pushed around pretty badly by the 
critics. Good $14.000 opening session, 
due mainly to the ATS subscriptions. 

‘You Can't Take It with Yeu,’ 
Harris (1,000; $2.75) (46th week). 
Rolling along with little fluctuation. 
Will make it a year and more with- 
out difficulty. Around $6,000 last 
week. 


DEVIL 136, HUB; 
MASTER’ $11,000 


Boston, Dec. 21. 


No legit here this week until 
Christmas night, when ‘Right This 


Way, musical by Marianne Waters 
and Bradford Green, opens at the 
Shubert, and ‘Leaning on Leity,’ 
starring Charlotte Greenwood, comes 
into the Wilbur. 

*‘Housemaster.’ which has met with 
a happy reception here, finished its 
third frame at the Wilbur Satur- 
day (18), lays off this week and re- 
opens next Monday (27) at the 
Plymouth, succeeding ‘Can't Take It 
With You,’ which finally left town 
after 15 weeks. 

Abbey Piayers open at the Cop- 
ley Monday (27) with ‘Far Off Hills,” 
with subsequent plays to be an- 
nounced—if business warrants a 
holdover. 

Estimates fer Last Week 

‘Between the Devil,” Shubert (1.- 
590; $3.30). Satisfied Bostonians 
during its two-week trvout after re- 
vision in New York and wound up 
the fortnight with an okay $13,000 
for final stanza. 

‘Housemaster,’ Wilbur (1,227; 
$2.75). Benefiting from Guild sub- 
scription list, continued praise from 
local press and good word-of-mouth, 
this gentile comedy finished third 
week with good $11.000. Reopens 
Dec. 27 at Plymouth for indef run. 
Originally booked in for two weeks. 

‘Can't Take It With You,’ Plym- 
outh (1,480: $2.50). Finished success- 
ful run Saturday (18) with $6,000 for 
the 15th and final week. 





Shuffling List: Doll's’ $16,000, 
Wine’ 14G. ‘Rat’ 7G, ‘Can't Take’ 66 


> 





‘Flight’ Dismal $2,700; 
Balto Currently Dark 


Baltimore, Dee. 21. 

Only the Maryland was open last 
week, with Arthur Hammerstein 
making a valiant effort with ‘One 
Flight Down,’ featuring Jack Pearl's 
attempt at a straight dramatic role. 
Old style meller got a lambasting 
from local crix, and reflected pan- 
ning in b.o. Hammerstein has since 
folded the show for revision. 

Current week is dark, except for 
one-night stand of Princeton show, 
Fo} de Rol,’ at the Maryland vester- 
day ‘Tues.). Holiday Jineup has 
Stop-Over,’ pre-Broadway _ try 
Ford's, ; ; 
don’s 


presentation, ‘Spring 


;} dramatic stuff. 


x 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘All That’ Glitters,’ 
Abbott. 

‘On Borrowed Time,’ Dwight 
Deere Wiman. 

‘Our Town,’ Jed 

‘Sunup te 
Doran. 

‘Satan’s M’ Chum’ 
T’ Chaw’), Elsa Moses 

‘Straw Hat,’ Nat Burns. 

‘If I Were You,’ Paul Hervy 
Fox. 

‘One Thing After Anether’ 
(Barn Siorm’), Walter Craig. 

‘Greatest Shew on Earth,’ 
Bonfils and Somnes. 

‘Spring Thaw,’ Max Goidon. 

‘Shadow and Substance,’ 
Eddie Dowling. 

‘Step Over,’ Chase Prod. 


George 


Harris 
Sundown,’ D. A. 


(Tough 


‘Shoemaker’s Holiday,’ Mer- 
cury. 
‘Having Wonderful Time’ 


(road), Marc Connelly. 


MARCH $14,000, 
PITT T00 IC 











Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 

Bad weather, combining several 
days’ rain and icy highways making 
driving next to impossible, was a 
tough blow last week for “Yr Obe- 
dient Husband.’ Play had an ad- 
vance sale of more than $7,000 and 
received good notices. With the b.o. 
value of the Fredric March name, 
it was expected to turn the trick, 
but biz fell off Wednesday after the 
sleetstorm didn’t pick up until the 
finish. Even so, gallery and balcony 
trade was exceptionally good, only 
downstairs tix going begging. 

Nixon is dark again this week, 
third shuttered session of the month, 
reopening Monday (27) with Eddie 
Dowling’s ‘Shadow and Substance’ 
as the third ATS show of the sea- 
son. ‘You Can't Take It with You’ 
follows it in for two weeks, with 
‘Room Service’ arriving Jan. 17 and 
then probably ‘Babes in Arms,’ 
which will give the house its first 
musical this season. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Yr Obedient Husband,’ Nixon 
(2,100; $2.75). Fredric March show 
had first-rate advance sale, and col- 
lected swell notices, but terrible 
weather was too much to overcome: 
$14,000 was not bad, but $5,000 or 
$6,000 more was expected. 


HELEN HAYES $30,000 
NEW DETROIT RECORD 


Detroit, 





Dec. 21. 


Helen Hayes and ‘Victoria Regina’ | 


last week set a new all-time record 
for dramatic productions at the Cass. 


Although all chairs were sold via 
mail several days before the play 


opened, Manager Harry McKee man- 


aged to jam in a few hundred more | 


during the eight performances to 
boost the total take to nearly $30,000. 

Eclipses by a few dollars the mark 
hung up several seasons ago by 
Katharine Cornell in ‘Barretts of 
Wimpole Street,’ also an s.r.o. at the 


same $3.30 top. However. balcony 
was scaled. slightly higher for 
‘Regina.’ 


‘Yr Obedient Husband’ is current, 
with a heavy advance sale at a $2.75 
top. Ditto on ‘Stage Door,’ which 
opens week's stand Dec. 26. 

Estimate fer Last Week 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Cass (1,400: $3.30 
top): $30,660, new all-time high for 
Current is ‘Yr Obe- 


| dient Husband.’ 





ENGAGEMENTS 


Frances Reinhart, Sylvia Forres- 
ter, Sue Woods, Reah Martin, Leon- 
ard Asher, Florence Keady, George 
Yessner, Art Ross, Malk2 Kornstein, 
Robert Leonard, Daniel Ocko, Nina 
Hill, David Ellis, Henry Levin, ‘Hav- 
ing Wonderful Time’ ‘road com- 
pany). 

Richard Bennett. Helen Strick- 
land, Dorothy Stickney, Georgette 
McKee, ‘On Borrowed Time.’ 


Frederick A. Bell, Sylvia Leigh, 


at | Frank Gibney, Gordon Peters. Esther 
to be followed by Max Gor- | Leeming, Ruth Tane McDevitt, Wil- 
Thaw. |liam W. 


Terrv, Melbourne 


New George Abbott show. ‘All That | Toni Merritt, Barbara Combes, Phy]- 


Glitters,’ is set for 
Jan. 10. 

F Estimate for Last Week 
a One Flight Dewn,’ Maryland 
940; $1.65). Good physical produc- 
‘On by Arthur Hammerstein wal- 
‘owed in red to $2,700. 


the Marvland. 


(].. 


| 





lis Goodwin, Frances 
Burns, ‘Straw Hat.’ 


Clay, Nat 


Frank Moulan, Carlotta Grav, Gil- | 


bert and Sullivan season ‘(San Fran- 
cisco Light Opera Guild). 

Charles La Torre, ‘Hooray foi 
What!’ 


} First 
| 


Ford, | 


LEGITIMATE GROSSES 


VARIETY 








‘Can’t Take’ 7G, Atlanta 


Atlanta, Dec. 21. 
legit play here this season 
| "You Can't Take It With You,’ did 
/@ disappointing $7,000 in four per- 
formances last Thursday through 
Saturday (16-18). Show was expect- 
ed to do much better, 





| 

Crix were 
| kind, 

| Future bookings for the theatre 
| include ‘The Women,’ Dec. 28-29: 


‘Room Service,’ Dec. 31-Jan. 1; ‘King 
Richard II,’ Jan. 21-22; ‘Brother Rat’ 


some time in February, and ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter,’ March 11-12. | 
Scale ranges from $2.75 to 55c. 


WALTZES' 186, 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 

Quariet of incoming 
nicely spaced out 
lin Arms’ 
the season's first legit offering at the 
| Locust on Xmas night, and the The- 
atre Guild’s new production, ‘Wine 
| of Choice,’ arrives at the Chestnut 


shows re 
Following ‘Babes 


| next Monday (27). ‘Having Wonder- 


ful Time’ sows into the Erlanger the 
| same evening. This will mark the 
| first tin .e in several years that Philly 
| has had four regular legit offerings 
at the same tir 2. 

Last week's sensation was the busi- 
ness of Maurice Evans’ ‘Richard II,’ 
whieh got off te a rather slow star. 
in its first week at the Forrest but 
climbed into high last week. Two 
Friday pe -‘formances of ‘Henry IV, 
| Part 1. were near-capacity and seats 
were at a premium Saturday. Despite 





some ownstairs weaknesses in the 
first part of the week, ‘Richard’ 
(nlus “He .~’) reported a wild-and- 


wooly $26.000 in nine performances. 
‘Three Waltzes,” at the Chestnut, 
paled in ~omparison, but was mod- 
e-atelv satisfied. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Maurice Evans, Forrest (2,000: 
$3.42). Nine performances last (2d) 
week with star offering ‘Henry IV’ 
F :c.y matinee and night, and ‘Tich- 
ard’ rest of week. Last four per- 
formances of the week were virtual 
capacity. and week's gross hit $26,C0”. 

‘Three Waltzes,’ Chestnut (1.646: 
‘_.42). Third and last week. Kitty 
| Carlisle’s presence in the cast helped 
considerably. Operetta beat $18,0%0. 


Shows Out 


‘Babes in Arms,’ after 36 weeks 
on Broadway, is laying off this week 
and relights in Philadelphia Friday 
(24) night. Show was to have moved 
from the Majestic to the 46th Street, 
| but closed last Saturday (18) in- 
stead. 

















BABES IN ARMS 
Opened April 4, ’37. Critics 
unanimously beested this, 


Brown (Pest) called it, ‘A zest- 
ful tuneful and brilliantly 
danced affair.’ Anderson (Jour- 
nal), ‘Youthful and utterly cap- 
tivating.” Variety (Abel) ‘Field 
day fer «a MHollyweed talent 
scout.’ 











‘Love of Women,’ drama imported 
from London, stopped abruptly at 
the Golden last Saturday 
Opened Dec. 13, and was panned. 





LOVE OF WOMEN 

Opened Dec. 13, "37. Critics 
rejected this British impeorta- 
tion. Whipple (World-Tele), 

‘Cannet be set down as im- 
portant.” Mantle (News), ‘Thin- 
Ivy spun as drama.’ Variety 
(Bert) ‘Chances for any success 
extremely remote.’ 











‘The Lady Has a Heart’ stopped 
lat the 46th Street after plaving Tues- 
| day night (14) last week. Opened at 





ithe Longacre when it played most 
of its 10 mild weeks. 
LADY HAS A HEART 
Opened Sept. 25, ‘37. First- 


| stringers didn’t like this. Lock- 
ridge (Sun) said, ‘Neat forget- 
table liltle play.’ Atkinson 
(Times) ‘Deserves te be tender- 
ly laid away in the theatre's 
garret.” Variety (Ibee), ‘One of 
those in- betweeners that liberal- 
ly dot the stage seasons.’ 











| 


Bway Legits Better This Week, 
Promising Lineup for Holidays: 
Dozen in Rehearsal, Tryouts 


EVANS $26,000, 


Xmas Eve, ‘Brother Rat’ is | 


(18). | 





Legit production was stepped up 
during the past week, with more 
than a dozen plays in rehearsal. Plus 
the others trying out, the supply 
}promises an active January on 
|} Broadway. Except this week’s ar- 
lrivals (Between the Devil’ and 
i ‘Three Waltzes’), most of those in 
preparation are straight plays. 

Although there were some excep- 
| tions, grosses dropped aguin last 
|; week, with no show drawing ca- 
pacity, but advance sales indicate 
strong weekend business. Despite 


the fact that Christmas falls on Sat- 
urday, takings this week are ex- 
pected to top last week. 

Holiday card starting Monday (27) 
should disclose several success possi- 
bilities: ‘Yr. Obedient Husband,’ 
Broadhurst; ‘A Doll's House’ (re- 
| vival), Morosco; ‘Satan's M’ Chum’ 
| (Tough T’ Chaw). Hudson: ‘One 
'Thing After Another’ (‘Barn Storm’), 
| Fulton: “Straw Hat.’ Bayes. In addi- 
tions, ‘The Cradle Will Rock’ goes on 
|} nightly at the Windsor, while ‘Pins 
and Needles’ started regularly at the 
Labor Stage (Princess) this week 
WPA lists ‘One Third of a Nation’ at 
the Adelphi, also some holiday cards 
for children. ‘Shoemaker’s Holiday’ 
will be added to the Mercury oufit’s 
repertory New Year's night. 
| Last week saw another quick fail- 
ure when ‘Love of Women,’ English 
import, was withdrawn from. the 
Golden after five performances. ‘Tell 
Me, Pretty Maiden,’ Mansfield, drew 
mixed notices, but figures to have a 
chance. ‘Babes in Arms.’ which was 
slated to move to the 46th Street, 
goes to the road instead. ‘The Lady 
Has a Heart’ (‘Jean’) stopped sud- 
denly at the 46th Street house after 
Tuesday (14) night last week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Amphitryon 38,, Shubert (8th 
week) (C-1,387-$3.30). Empty rows 
for some performances the Broadway 





rule last week; no exception here; 
j but still got important money; 
| around $19,000. 

| ‘Babes in Arms,’ Majestic. Was 
slated to move to 46th Street, but 


| off and won-tours: played 36 weeks; 
latter house gets ‘Right This Way. 


| ‘Barchester Tewers,’ Beck (4th 
| week) (C-1,214-$3.30). Theatre par- 
| ties again helped takings to fair fig- 


$9, - 


ure, but under first two weeks: 

500: not certain after first of year. 
‘Between the Devil,’ Imperial (1st 

week) (M-1.717-$3.85). Presented by 


Shuberts: booked by Howard Dietz: 
score by Arthur Schwartz; second 
time tryout very well regarded; 


opens tonight (Wednesday ). 

‘Brother Rat,’ National (54th week) 
(C-1,164-$3.30). Dipped under $5.000 
in last two weeks: expected to re- 
cover with the holidays and_ stick 
through winter. 

‘Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ St. 
James (6th week) (C-1,520-$3.30). 
Indications are for goodly stay: busi- 
ness should improve after this week; 
fair now: around $10,000. 


‘French Without Tears,” Miller 
(13th week) (C-944-$3.30). Slapped 
by pre-Christmas slump with takings 
around $5 000 last week. 

‘Ghest of Yankee Deodle,’ 
(Sth week) (C-944-$3.30). Not up to 
expectations, but will continue be- 
yond subscription period, which ex- 
pires this week; $10,000 estimated. 

‘Golden Boy,’ Belasco (8th week) 
| (D-1,000-$3.30). Held its pace, with 
| takings again quoted around $14,000: 

indications are for season's stay. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
| (44th week) (C-961-$3.30). Slated to 
move to another house; off Jike all 
others: around $5.000 last week; 
‘Stop-Over’ next attraction. 

‘Hooray for What!’ Winter Garden 
(4th week) (M-1.671-$4.40). Good 
call in agencies indicates run likely: 


Guild 





attendance should jump afier thi: 
| week: rated around $26.000. 

‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ Alvin (8th | 
week ) (M-1.355-$4.40). Matinee 
slightly affected for first time. but 


not far from capacity, with the pgross 
at $30,600 last week. 
‘Lady Has a Heart,’ 
Closed suddenly after 
performance last weck: 
weeks to light coin, 
‘Love of Women,’ Golden 


46th Street. 
Tuesday (14) 
played 10 


recover any slack; excellent $19,000 





last week. 
| ‘Phe Star Wagon,’ Empire (13th 
;“ eek) (CD-1,096-$3.30) Picked wy 
| by virtue of benefit performance, and 
early hit is aimed for season's stay; 
last week approached $15,000 
| ‘The Women,’ Barrymore (52d 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Slipped te 


| around $9,500; lowest figure of year’s 
run; figured to come back, however. 

‘Tell Me, Pretty Maiden,’ Mansfield 
(2d week) (C-1,019-$3.30). Opened 
late last week; notices mixed: beiter 
line indicated after this week 

‘Three Waltzes.’ Majestic ¢+O-1.753- 
$3.30). Presented by J. J. Shubert: 
book by Paul Knepler and Armin 
Robinson; adaptation by Clare Kum- 


mer and Rowland Leieh; music ar- 
ranged by Oscar Straus; opens Sat- 
urday (25). 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest ‘211th 
week ) (C-1,107-$1.65) Averate dur- 
ing fall has topped $6,000; costs little 
to operate and turns neat profit at 
that level. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,” Vin- 
derbilt (45th week) (C-804-$3.30). 


Long-run attractions particularly af- 
fected by slump, but most should 
recover; $5,000 estimated. 

‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ Booth 
1 (54th week) (C-708-£3.30). Even 
this favorite slipped, but approximat- 
ed $11,000, which is good money for 


comedy; still looks good into warm 
weather. 
Added 
‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stave 
(Princess); non-professional revue 


sponsored by labor union now play- 
ing nightiy; 299 seater; $1.50 top 

‘Edna His Wife,’ Little; one person 
drama; two more weeks. 

Revivals 

‘Julius Caesar,’ Mercury: modern 
dress version doing excellently, but 
will be fcllowed by ‘Shoemaker’s 
Holiday,’ Jan. 1. 

Abbey Players; suddenly decided 
to end engagement last Saturday 





| 
‘Processional,’ Elliott. 


(18); 11 weeks mostly profitable; re- 
opens in Boston. 


WPA 


Eugene O'Neill playlets; Lafaveiite, 
| Harlem, 


‘WOMEN’ SOCK $14,000; 
STORM SLAPS CLEVE 


Cleveland, Dec. 21. 

Without much pushing, “The Wom- 
en’ proved a surprise by taking in 
$14,000 at the Hanna last week, al- 
though all other houses suffered. 
Week set a record for cold, sleety 
weather, which nearly stopped down- 
town traffic and killed suburban 
trade. 

Theatre now is dark for six days, 
but reopens Christmas day with ‘You 
Can’t Take it with You,’ which is 
getting a terrific advance sale. First 
Saturday opening Hanna's ever had, 
making it 10 performances in eight 
days. 

‘Room Service’ is on the slate for 
Jan. 3, followed by ‘Tonight at 8:30.’ 
Play House is offering some compe- 
tish over the holidays by opening 
‘Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse’ and ‘Night 
of Jan. 16’ at the same time in its 
two auditoriums. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Women,’ Hanna (1,435; $2.50)— 





$14,000 is so good, considering the icy 
streets and Christmas shopping week, 
that it’s being booked for return date 
in early spring. 


‘Door’ $11,500, Toronto 





Panned | 


Toronto. Dec. 21. 

‘Stage Door’ grossed $11,500 at the 
Royal Alexandra last week to wind 
| up the first half of the best legit sea- 
|} son here in six years. Concert, bal- 
let and symphony appearances have 
enjoyed yood biz. ‘Victoria Regina’ 
| topped all others with $18,000. 

Alex opens Monday (27) with 
Maurice Evans in ‘King Richard Il. 


and closed Saturday (18); five per- ‘ 9 

formances. Rat’ $7,800, Indpls. 
‘Many Mansions,’ 44th Street (9th | ; ; 

week) (D-1,323-$3.30). One of three | Indianapolis, Dec. 2). 


clergymen play 


0 far. but may develop; over $4.000 
claimed, 

‘Mice and Men.” Music Box (5th 
week) (D-1 ul@-8$3.30) Word of 
mouth hould better attendance 
which has been ubstantial: only 
slightly affected last week: nearly 
$13 000. 

‘Roam Service. Cort (32d week)! 


(C-1.059-$3.30 ). 


| alent 


Particulars, 
Thanksgiving. but loueh 
definite end still making one 
noney: $9000 
‘Susan and God!’ Plymouth (12th 
week) (CD-1.206-¢2.20) Not offected 
fas much as most others 


cinch to 


play 


, 
ana 


on list: heht money | 


ufiected | 


With biz off plenty at film houses 
only legit, English theatre, 
}continues to do well on weekend 
| bookings ‘Brother Rat,’ in last week 
neat $7,608. 


Estimate for 


| town's 


'erid - 
jtuu a 
| 


Last Week 


| ‘Brother Rat,’ English (1.400; $2.20). 
| Three evening performance and 
|}matinee chalked up $7,800, good 
S. HOWARD TO S. A. 
Sidney Howard is starting on a 
trip to South America by plane. 


| Plans to secure materjal for a 
ture or play. 
Will be away about a month. 
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Time Mag Loses Appeal 

Time mag last Friday (17) was | 
unanimously held by the Appellate 
Division of N. Y. supreme court to 
have libeled Curtis B. Dall, former 
son-in-law of President Roosevelt. 
and a jury will decide the amount 
of damages he is entitled to. Dall 
had sued Time, Inc., publishers of 


satin and buckled shoes, and as a 
more or less anti-social individual 
taking her young cousin to a tea- 
party to which they had been grudg- 
ingly invited. 

Nearest approach to the so-called 


somebody was driving at ‘social se- 





the weekly mag, for $250,000 for curity. This was injected at the | 
printing a description of his iIMaS- | pact moment by Mrs. R.—who re- | 
inery suicide in the White House. ceived with thanks an etching of a 
Justice Bernard Shientag set aside small dog sitting inside a warm liv- | 
a‘jury’s decision that Dall had not ing room and watching the snow- 
ween Manes by Se erties. | flakes fall outside, The picture was | 


Time, Inc., appealed and the high- 
er court decided the article was | 
clearly libellous and the only func- | 
tion for the jury to decide was the 


entitled ‘social security.’ 
Guests were herded into the White 
House dining rooms at 12 (midnight? 


amount of. money Time, Inc., must | to munch bouillon, cold meats, salads, 
pay for the error. coffee and vanilla ice-cream, flavored 
— with Government rum. White House 
Carroll Out, Parsons In furnace apparently expired during 
Louella O. Parsons’ daily Holly- | the evening, since bare backs were 
wood column is back in Pittsburgh |covered with goose-pimples and 


press ladies shivered in scanty attire 
during the meal. Guests of honor 
included Mrs. Gene Tunney, swathed 
in pleated gold satin, Fannie Hurst, 


azain after being out three weeks for 
first time in more than 10 years. 
Morning Post-Gazette dropped it 
Nov. 15 when sheet abandoned Uni- 
versal wire and has since been using 
Jimmie Fidler’s daily chatter. Fig- 
ured, however, that Hearst rag, Sun- 
Telegraph, would. have’ to make 


with gold discs, and other notables. 
Best actor, the skits which in- 
cluded everyone from the entire list 


in 





room for it sooner or later and col-| of Cabinet wives to the helpmeets 
umn went into the theatre page of/| of |ocal newspaper correspondents: 
that afternoon daily last Monday | 


| Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
(13). Harrison Carroll's stuff out to! 
mate room for it. 
Sun-Tele also carrying 
Skolsky from the Coast 


Party broke up around one ayem., 
—long after Gridiron gentlemen had 
gone home to bed. 


Sidney 





Pittsburgh Guild Elects One-Act Poetic Drama Prize 


Charles H. Allard, who conducts | 
thrice-weekly ‘Round the Town’| the best one-act poetic drama is be- 


ing offered through the University 
of Chicago. Contest closes May 1, 
1938. Prize was established by Annie 
Meyers Sergel, in memory of Charles 
H. Sergel, founder of the Dramatic 
Publishing Co. All rights remain 


column in morning Post-Gazette. 
has been named president of that 
paper’s Guild unit for coming year. 
Joe Shea elected’ vice-president. 
Margaret Donley treasurer, M. P. 
Sullivan secretary and W. C. Burson, 
Wilbur Coffman and John E. Jones, 
Jr.. executive board. Jones and 
Coffman are-also up for president in 
election now being conducted by en- | 
tire Pittsburgh chapter. Opposing 
them for post are Howard Brown- 
ing, of Sun-Telegraph, and Tom 
Langdon, of Press. 

Bursom is a member of business 
staff, marking first time since CIO 
afliliation included others newspaper 
employees that unit has gone out- 
side the city room for its officers, 

Gannett Profit-Sharing 

Employes of Gannett Co., Inc., 
which includes the.Rochester Demo- 
crat & Chronicle and Times-Union. 
will share 10 per cent of the 1937 
proftts, distribution to be made by 
‘Fe, 15, Frank E. Gannett, president, 
announces, Some 800 employes af- 
fected. 

Similar distribution will be made 
by subsidiary and affiliated com- 
panies if earnings permit. In this 
group are 17 newspapers and radio 
s.ation WHEC. 

Last year all employes in the Gan- 
nett group received two weeks sal- 
ary as a Christmas bonus, 


Dramatic Association 
duction rights free of royalty. Ma- 
terial must be original and run from 
20 to 50 minutes, 





Miller, Joel Assignments 

George Joel will do special promo- 
tion work for Random House for 
spring books. Lewis Miller will be 
general sales manager for the firm 
starting Jan. 1. 

Has been managing Carlton House, 
a subsid of Random House for the 
past year. 





Philly City News Looks Cold 

Plan: to establish a city news bu- 
reau in Philly, which had daily 
staffs fearing a shake-up, is report- 
ed cold. Understood that when idea 
was first presented to City Eds As- 
sociation, Annenberg's Inquirer was 
ag’in it. At another meeting, Dec. 
10, Ing reported to have agreed, but 
the Record pointed its digits floor- 
ward. 

Following Inq’s original refusal to 
%0 along, it issued an edict banning 
fraternizing and news swapping by 
its reporters with scribblers from 
other sheets. Believed change of 
heart on city news association co- 
incides with realization by execs 
that keeping beat men from divvy- 
ing stories and work is as tough as 
proverbial teaching old dog new 
tricks. 


Lowell Mellett Resigns 

Lowell Mellett, editor-in-chief of 
Scripps-Howard Newspaper Alliance 
in Washington and editor of the 
Daily News since its inception, re- 
signed from Scripps-Howard organi- 
zation Friday (17) after 20 years 
with outfit. Except that he will re- 
main in Capital no indication of his 
fu‘ure plans has been forthcoming. 

With GC. B. Parker, editor-in-chief | 
of Scripps-Howard papers, now lo- | has decided on its format and poli- 
cated in Washinton, it is understood | cies with publication now scheduled 
News will be editor-less temporarily, | for March 31, with a date line of 
John O'Rourke's name going into the | April 7. It will be the same size as 


a 


Ken Militantly Pacific 





masthead as managing editor and| Lite mag, and carry a considerable 
policy questions going straight to| umber of pictures. Insider's view- 


Parker. 

Mellett, who guided News to suc- 
cess as liberal Scripps sheet in Capi- 
tal, was first paper official in town 
to give Newspaper Guild a_ break, 
renching pers mal understandings be for 500,000, of which 200.000 has 
with Guild for his own staff full year | already been ordered by newsstands 
before regular contract was put) prior to publication. First issue will 
through | euarantee a circulation of 250,000. 

Arnold Gingrich will be managing 
editor with a working staff consist- 


point will be stressed, with a policy 
of anti-war, anti-Fascism 
Communism. Mag’s policy will also 
be along lines of militant pacifism. 

Stated that first print order will 





Mrs. F. D. R.’s Party 








Charades was the word for it,|ing of Paul de Kruif, Ernest Hem- 
Saiurday (18), at the White House. | insway, George Seldes, Burton Ras- 
Sut none of the guests at Mrs, /¢0?. Raymond Gram Swing. John 
" ° - is rak > . >i yuwre ve] 
F-anklin D. Roosevelt's party for the | ht Herbert Griffis, Lawrence 
‘Gridiron Widows’—those whose hus- | ’@Ftta : 
bands were dissipating the same eve- ft will appear fortnightly every 
ning at the swanky Gridiron Club other Thursday 
banquet—could guess the word. ray 
~— 
Reneated performances, in which | aerer Drawer Aathetes) 
| Two Atlanta poets, Anderson J. 


the vam Lady figured prominently, Scruggs and Minnie Hite Moody, 
fume 


convey to an audience com- represented in the ‘The Desk Drawer they would be required to assume 
posed of newspaper women, News-| anthology,’ published by Doubleday, | !!@¥ility for libel suits, present and 
paper men’s wives, wives of cabinet| Doran & Co. and edited by Alice future, against the paper. Sheet. | 
members and diplomats, the aS- | Roosevelt Loneworth and Theodore | Until it went into bankruptcy, was 
sar edly ‘two-syNable word’ which! pogcevelt j}owned by Walter E. O'Hara, op- 
th. White House skits were intended) yolume contains about 400 poems | erator of Narragansett Race Track, 
to portray : | nicked from 40,000 submiited when | 2nd was used principally by him 
Business began with the arrival of | qjaxander Woollcott. via radio. asked | @S a mouthpiece in his feud with 
more than 200 ladies in their best listene:s to send in verse they had Governor Robert FE. Quinn, of Rh de 
bibs and tuekers. Proceeded through | read, clipped and tucked away in| Island 
snumerous ‘off record’, scenes pictur- | desk drawers. Also included is ‘A Stern, who is treasurer of the 
ing Mrs. R. as a jady-mouhiaineer | Country Philosopher” by Atlanta’s) Philly Record, and» whase father 
eiering a Resettlement home; a! laie Fruuk L. Sianton jowns the Record. New York Post 


| Colonial gentleman, attired in white | 


‘charade’ was a general opinion that | 


peeking through a black veil spotted 


Charles H. Sergel prize of $500 for 


with the author except that Chicago | 
' 
reserves pro- | 


Ken, the new Esquire publication. 


and anti- | 


are 





| 
Against That Day 


| Alan Le May, who scribs 
| hair-lifting pistol - and - lariat 
| 
' 


yarns mostly for Collier's, re- 
cently told a Hollywood pal 
why he has so sieadfasily re- 
fused to fall for lures from the 
film lots. Seems Le May hides 
all his published stuff away in 
a safe on which hangs the 
legend: ‘Le May’s old age pen- 


sion fund.’ 

When and if he runs out of 
words and ideas he says he'll 
offer these wares to the pic- 
tures. 





| ; 

‘and Camden Courier-Post, went 
| into the deal with several Provi- 
dence business men, Superior 


| Court wanted to close the paper 
| Dec. 11, but kept it open an extra 


| week when Stern and associates put 

iup a $5,000 bond to cover losses 

| until they could make final arrange- 
ments to take it over. Entire $5,000 

| was used up in one week, 

| 





Cartoonists Go C. I. O. 
Commercial Artists and Designers 
| Union and the Cartoonists Union of 
| America last week voted to affiliate 
with the CIO. Joint application for 
|} membership will be made with the 
United Office and Professional Work- 








Philly Guild Holds Election 


Charles Polk, of the Evening 


Ledger, was re-elected prez of Philty | 


Newspaper Guild at yearly member- 
| ship meeting Sunday (19). Bill Far- 
son (Inquirer), Alex Kendrick (In- 

quirer), Siuart Hamill 
| and Max Ways (Record) were named 

p’s. Secretary is Dick Cornish 
'«Camden Courier-Post), controller 
|Bob Reiss (Record) and treasurer 
| Paul French (WPA Writers Project). 
Motion for another referendum on 


'new dues scale was adopied. Was 
|defeated in a vote by membership 
about six weeks ago. If approved, 


\levy will be jacked up 25 to 50 cents 
}a month on all salaries of more than 
| $25 a week. 

Philly Record unit of the Guild, 


at meeting preceding general get- 


desk) chairman. 
Jerry Love (abor beat) vice-chair- 
iman and William Miller 
controller. 
{named outside editorial department. 


Both Sides May Lose 

Brooklyn Daily strike and good- 
will efforts to mediation. are now 
| in progress. Appears as though some 
| form of settlement will be developed. 
Hearings before Arthur S. Meyer, of 
‘the N. Y¥. State Mediation Board 
| have been going on informally, after 
| previous efiorts to bring 
| settlement were dropped. 

In. its controversy at the Eagle, 
both sides have been attempting to 
bring about a Waterloo, either for 
|publishers in general or for the 
| Newspaper Guild. There is a ten- 
dency by both sides to regard this 
as a crucial test of strength. Indica- 
tions are that it may tura out to be 
a draw, no moral victories being won 
by either side, and both sides heavy 
losers financially. 

There have been several new de- 
velopments nationally in the News- 
paper Cuild within recent weeks. In 
Boston, a group of Guildsmen have 
formed an American Federation of 
Labor unit, and last week in Balti- 
more, a group separted from the 
Guild to form an independent unit. 


This has brought several thumping 
editorials from Editor and Publisher. 
What particularly seems to burn the 
Guildsmen are recent statements in 
| KE. & P. that they were all right until 
they affiliated with the CIO and that 
everything was hunky dory while 
| they were with the A.i*. of L. 
| A very peculiar situation in regard 
to this matter exists. When the Guild 
| affiliated with the CIO it did not of 
its own accord drop out of the A.F. 
lof L. In fact the cards Guildsmen 
\hold are still A.F. of L. cards, and 
Guild officials state they have never 
received any formal notification from 
the international to the effect that 
they are out. efore it weat CIO, 
10 other unions were suspended by 
the A.F. of L. but the Guild matter 
never seems to have been taken up 
| by the international’s executive 








|}council. According to a well in- 
jformed Guild spokesman, all that 


| happened was that William Green 
; denounced the Guild for its stand in 
j lining up with Lewis 


Providence Deal Goes Cold 
Ofer of J. David (Tommy) Stern, 
| 3d, and associates to purchase the 
| Providence Star-Tribune cost them 
| $5,000. They withdrew their tender 
Saturday (18) when, among 
complications, they discovered 


(Bulletin ), | 


together, elecied Art Riordan (copy- | 
Others chosen were | 


(biz dent.) | 
Latter is first officer ever | 


avout a| 


other | 
that | 


ers of America. 

Union will be a national organiza- 
tion uniting all fine, applied and com- 
{mercial artists in private industry 
|and Federal projects. New Artists 
|} and Designers Union will attempt to 
intensify organizing activities in the 
animated cartoon field. 


LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 


P. Daiiey, 64, died in St. 
Luke's Hospital, Philadelohia, last 
I'riday (17) of heart trouble. For 
the past 17 years he was on the staff 
of the Philadelphia News Bureau. 
Previously he was with the Public 
Ledger. 


Harry 


Greenville, Texas, last week of in- 
juries received in an automobile ac- 





cident two months ago near Dallas. 
fe was employed by Greenville 

Banner. 

| Cecil Allen, 69, society editor of 

|the N. Y. Sun, died in New York 

|City on Dec. 16. He covered the 


on 


|aciivities of the 400 for 35 years. 


and former vice-president of the 
Houghton Mifflin Co. died on Sun- 
day in New York City following an 
operation. He had been retired since 
1925. 


CHATTER 
John Harriman, of the banking 
family, now lecturing on art in N. Y. 
Bill Irving, of Philly Ledwer: cam- 
|era crew, now on Philly Inquirer. 


| 
| 


N. Y. Post is mailing its monthly 
Digest cuffo to those who request it. 

Allardyce Nicolt newest book will 
be titled ‘Stuart Masques and the 
Renaissance Stage.’ 

Gerald Noxon of London Daily 
prepare a series of articles. 

All contributors and writers in Es- 
quire were given a money clip watch 
for Christmas by Dave Smart. 

Federal Writers Project in Philly. 
skedded for guillotine Jan. 1, assured 
of at least six more months of life. 

John O’Hara’s new novel, ‘Hope of 
Heaven’ (Harcourt, Brace) due next 
month. He's sojourning in Georgia. 

Bill Ramsey. Philly Inquirer re- 
porter and rewrite man, reported 
headed for Harrisburg to run: the 
Ing bureau there. 

Virginia Woolf, who has 
very few short stories, has written 
several for Harper's Bazaar, which 
will appear in that mag, starting next 
March. 

Antoinette Spitzer has been trans- 
ferred to the Coast publicity of Wal- 
|ter Wanger Productions from New 
| York to assist Russell Phelps on 
| fashion and fanmag copy. 
| Ed Stone, attorney added to Philly 
| Record news staff a year ago, has 
| 
| 


written 





| 


been permanently shifted to han- 
dling of heavy City Hall stuff with 
regular front-page by-lines. 
Execulive committee of the Screen 
Publicists Guild has oked the wage 
demands for studio press agents ecall- 


Walden as p.a. for Stokes. She is the 





| dent 
day, 


and editor-in-chief of Doub'e- 
Doran and was formerly in the 
; promotion department there. Walden 
| moves over into the editorial de- 
} pDartment., 

Annie Laurie Williams, agent. has 
sold the picture and play rights for 


| the ‘biggest and smallest’ (in page 
| size) best sellers this year. She sold 
the pic rights for Margaret Mitchell's 


‘Gone With the Wind,’ which is the 
largest in size of the best sellers and 
dramatic rights to John Steinbeck’s 
| Of Mice and Men,’ the 
among best sellers. 

| Isobel Lennart, who makes 
j in current of Jones’ mag with 
| Story titled ‘Secretary,’ is in every- 
day life secretary to Richard Schaver 
| 


littlest book 


debut 


Issue 


at Metro Sec-scribe has back- 
ground of reviewins in N. Y. for 
Book of the Month Club and script- 
clerking done in eastern’ studios 
; Jones has bought second yara from 
her for early publication, 


Charles Camp Cantrell, 41, died in | 


Albert F. Houghton, 87, a director | 


ing for minimum of $150 a week for | 


five-year workers and $50 for be- | 
ginners. 
Katherine Mawle succeeds Dan 


| daughter of Harry Mawle, vice presi- | 





Joan’s Fan Club 











(Continued from page 1) 





lashes could have been heard in the 
stillness that descended over the 
room as Miss Crawford took her 
place behind. the table. She wore a 
slim black evening gown, square 
shouldered silver fox cape, and a 
gold ornament in her sleek, red, 
page-boy bob. (Any slightest inac- 
curacy here will probably cause a 
movement to suppress this issue of 
VARIETY by the J. C. F. Club.) 

Either Miss Crawford was genu- 
inely touched by the devotion, or she 
did the most superb acting job of 
her career. With downcast eves, she 
spoke in a scarcely audible voice. 
The halting words will be remem- 
bered exactly, by club members, and 
will probably appear in the next is- 
sue ot the ‘Crawford News’—official 
club magazine. 

‘I—I'm 


touched. I—can’t 


so say 
anything. I'm sorry, ['ll—I'll have 
to go.” (That may not be verbaiim, 


but it’s near enough for any but the 
more violent Crawford addicts.) And 
with that, the vision was gone, 


Celluleid Holy Rollerism 
held for a few 
and then the Holy 
effect in. Members . 
wept, clutched each other’s arms, 
knocked each other's hats 


The 


seconds, 


hush awed 
Roller 
screamed 


+ 
sei 





| 











botraining 


| shrieked, 


off, 

‘Divine!’", Glorious,’ 7 
this m'nute’—and like ef- 
fusions, generally behaving like a 
group of colored religious en- 
thusiasts on the banks of the Missis- 
sippi. 

When, from sheer exhaustion, the 
mob quieted down to an occasional 
ecstatic sniffle, the business of the 
meeting began. 


could die 


Appropriately enouzh, Isidor Free- 
man addressed the gathering. Mr. 
Freeman is the distinguished gentle- 
man whose autograph-hounding of 
Miss Crawford resulted in an en- 
graved watch, a writeup in the New 
Yorker and his present position with 
MGM publicity. 

Various celebrities were  intro- 
duced. The fan who travelled from 
Philadelphia for the meeting ... the 
enterprising young lady who once 
touched Robert Tavlor’s coat... the 


winner of a newspaper contest : 
and the girl who had seen Miss 
Crawford on a studio set in Cali- 


Mirror has arrived in Hollywood to | Ma, five years ago. 


Mr. Freeman then began a de- 
tailed account of how Miss Crawford 
had spent her day. But the group 
rose with loud interruptions and cor- 
rections at every turn. Seems the 
club members were better posted, 
because Mr. Freeman has to do some 
work during the day. Whereas, a 
delegation of the club members, 
armed with chocolate bars so they 
won't have to leave their posts for 
nourishment, stands guard at the 
Waldorf until their heroine puts in 
an appearance. They then proceed 
to accompany her at a respectiul dis- 
tance until they assure themselves 
that she is in for the night. Then 
home to rest up for another night. 
Some of the younger members are 


compelled to go home, but older 
ones stand watch until the early 
morning hours. 

Miss Crawford won the heart of 


the founder, Miss Dommer, when the 


club was born in 1931, by sending 
her a mimeographing machine to 
facilitate production of the Craw- 


ford News. The magazine avpears 
every two months, and contributors 
write from as far away as New Zea- 
land and London. A bit of Craw- 
fordiana contributed by California 
member Donna Flanders is in a re- 
cent issue, and gives you an idea 


Abject Homage 


*You haven't really lived until you 
have seen Joan broadcast’... ‘Joan, 


the great, the famous Crawford, 
stood in the rain and talked to me 
for 10 minutes. Bless her.” ‘There 


in all her glory, I really believe is a 
super-woman. And there are other 
eulogies in the same vein. 

Early in the season, the pape: 
starts a drive for money to buy a 
‘hristmas present for their beloved 
‘Joan.’ No one refers to the star 
Miss Crawford. ‘Dear Joan’ 
heard, but usually just ‘Joan,’ with 
a tiny reverential pause before the 
name is uttered. 

Miss Dommer was considerably 
distressed over the hurried prepara- 
tions for Friday's ~ Seems 
the Lexington Assembly Hall was 
being decorated all week for the 
event, and at the last moment the 
water pipes. burst. A basement 
room had to be made presentable fox 
the Big Moment 

Edidtorial staff and officers 
exhibit an enternrise and executive 
ability that might be good business 
when they »recoven ‘from 
their mania. 


as 
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Broadway 





alter Winchell’s teeth extractions. 
Beauvais Fox in advance of ‘Babes 
jn Arms.’ ; 
Gilbert Gabriel on way to Holly- 
»ood by auto. 
wmatty. Zimmerman off on holiday 


‘cruise with granddaughter. 


Toots Shor planning addition of a 
banquet room to the Tavern. 

Lou Diamond planed west on 
quick trip to ogle shorts material. 

Albert Lewin, Paramount producer, 
back to the Coast, having been east 
a week. 

7 Fred and Ellas Bradna_ have 

opened their annual winter circus in 
vana. 

an eneedan Woollcott has joined 

the cast of ‘Wine of Choice,’ now in 

Chicago. ; 

Bob Gillham maps out his ad cam- 
paigns while doing mile laps at the 
nN. ¥. & ©. 

Hildegarde will sign with the Wil- 
liam Morris office. Left NBC artist 
service last week. 

Mack Millar promoted a two-page 
layout on Mitzi Green’s career in the 
next Life mag, ; 

New modernistic marquee installed 
at Roxy theatre. Theatre also getting 
steam face washing. ' 

Solly Smallman, formerly with 
Le Blang, has opened his own ducat 
shop in Par building. 

Mrs. Ralph A. Kohn, wife of for- 
mer treasurer of Par, is opening a 
gown shop in Hollywood. 

Cynthia White staging another of 
her Greenwich Village Revels at 
Webster Hall this Dec. 31. 

John Barrymore, Elaine Barrie and 
Charlie Ruggles are among those 
coming east for the holidays. 

VarRIETY mugg visited Crosby 
Gaige's office last week. Was offered 
a cup of tea. Mugg scrammed. 

Rudy Kuehn, manager WB Stanley, 
Jersey City, recuping from major 
operation at St. Peter’s hospital, New 
Brunswick, N. J. 

Eddie Garr’s ad last week in- 
advertently omitted the fact that the 
comedian also played Ben Marden’s 
Riviera la*t summer. 

Barney. Gerard’s first scripting 
chore on his Metro contract, ‘A 
Friend Indeed,’ a two-reel short, is 
current at the Capitol. 

Fred Sweeney (Duffy. and 
Sweeney) writes of new 500-seat 
picture theatre at Taos, N. M. He’s 
visiting Capt. Irvin O’Hay. 

Home-office bunch calling the 
‘Love and Hisses’ stars a trey of 
deuces—WW, BB and SS—for Win- 
chell, Bernie and Miss Simon. 


One of Walter Reade’s best stories 
is his latest about the little boy play- 
ing with matches, which wowed the 
gang at Si Fabian’s Albany dinner. 

Irving Kayser this week joined the 
boxoffice staff at the Belasco theatre. 
Was formerly at the Chestnut. Philly, 
transferring recently to the Windsor, 
N. Y. 


Testimonial dinner honoring his 
20 years on Broadway will be ten- 
dered Bobby Feldman, v. p. of 


WMCA, Jan. 9 at the Hotel Astor, 
) a 2 


‘Golden Boy’ management invited 
Harold W. Cohen, Pittsburgh Post- 
Gazette crick, to visit N. Y. at their 
expense. Took in four shows all told 
for his rag. 

Al (Par) Wilkie is turning Sateve- 
post author with a piece on ‘Buildup’ 
in collaboration with Joe Bryan III. 
Wilkie revitalizing himself after an 
attack of grippe. 


Elmer Dyer, crack Metro camera- 
man, in N. Y. for a few days this 
week en route to Hollywood after 
several months in London where he 
shot ‘Yank at Oxford.’ 


Lately of the Leland Hayward 
agency, Miriam Howell becomes 
eastern story editor for Sam Gold- 
wyn, Jan. 3. Dorothy Modisett con- 
tinues in Goldwyn department. 

Finding racing activity around 
N. Y. at a low ebb, Leo McCarey 


“pulled out Friday (17) in order to 


get to Coast for opening of Santa 
Anita. No reports on his luck while 
east. 


Lesser Samuels, scenario writer 
for Gaumont-British, arrives today 
(Wednesday) from London. Will be 
here about five weeks. He recently 


finished yarn for Jessie Matthews 
musical. 


Jake Wilk occupied the lectern 
last week at Dartmouth, speaking 
before scenario writing class. Wal- 
fer Wanger, Dartmouth alumnus, 
who founded the course. has put the 
bee on other professionals to make 
similar guesters. 





Copenhagen 














broadcasting of cafe orchestras has 
dealt Danish music dealers a hard 
blow, 

Daily Nationaltidente doesn’t get 
first night tickets from arty Grand 
cinema anymore. The notices were 
too hard on cinema owner, is the 
report. 

Danish-born Max Hansen, Vienna 
operetta star, in town. He'll play at 
modern Bellevue theatre next sum- 
mer in ‘Den Skoenne_ Galathea.’ 
Modern, luxurious theatre has hith- 
erto been a flop, both as summer 
revue theatre and cinema. 


Berlin 








Garbo’'s ‘Camille’ in second month. | 
‘Last of the Mohicans’ on the ether | 1ng& 


at Stuttgart. 


Sava Savoff, from Sofia, giving | 


piano recital. 
Hepburn’s ‘Morning Glory’ (RKO) 
at the Studio. 








London 


Morton Selten ill. 

Jean Gillie shed her appendix. 

Marie Tempest broadcasting in Ib- 
sen’s ‘Ghosts.’ 

Matheson Lang recovering from 
serious illness. 

Herbert Brenon is directing “The 
Housemaster’ for BIP, 

The ‘Long Bar’ at the Trocadero 
restaurant has closed for repairs. 

Gilbert Brown, Jack Waller’s gen- 


1 eral manager, laid up with lumbago. 


Douglas Parry appointed press 
agent for the Stoll variety theatres. 
Nayan Pierce and Walter Crisham 


|}to team up tor vaudeville and cab- 


aret. 
King Leopold of the Belgians pay- 
surprise visit at the London 
| Casino. 

Jack ibens around with head 
heavily bandaged as result of a pave- 
ment slip. 

William Perlberg, ‘although pre- 


Angelita Velez, Spanish terper, giv- | sumed to be here on vacation, is 


ing recital here. 

Dolores del Rio in ‘Madame Du- 
barry’ showing at the Kurbel. 

Over 2,000,000 have taken in the 
exhibition of ‘Degenerated Art’ in 
Munich. 

Cameras rolling off ‘Music for 
You,’ a Terra, with cleffing by Rob- 
ert Stolz. 

Annemarie Schmidt becomes edi- 
tor-in-chief of the German Film 
Magazine. 

Will Dohm of the State theatre to 
be seen in ‘The Girl with the Good 
Rep,’ a Terra. 

Ornella Puliti Santoliquido, young 
Italian pianist, making her first ap- 
pearance in Berlin. 

Chamber orchestra of the Berlin 
Philharmonic, under baton of Hans 
von Benda, to Rome. 

Lilian Harvey in Vienna for the 


preeming of ‘Fanny Elssler.’ Her 
next is ‘Capriccio,’ Ufa. 
Gotthelf Pistor as Tristan in the 


London production of ‘Tristan and 
Isolde’ at Covent Garden. 


Bayreuth to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of Cosima 
Wagner, wife of Richard Wagner, on 
Dec. 16. 


Victor de Sabata, winding up his 
engagement here with ‘Othello’ at 
the State opry, returning to La 
Scala, Milan. ’ 


In memory of the late Renate Mul- 
ler, the Kamera in Unter den Linden 
is making a consecutive showing of 
all her films. 


Masami Kuni, Japanese dancer, 


doing some native numbers in the | 


ballet, ‘Tanz um die Welt,’ 
Deutsches opry. 


at the 


‘Good Queen Bess,” a play about | 


England's famous queen and Sir 
Francis Drake, scripted by Hermann 
Gunther, preeming at Coburg. 





Chicago 





Paul Low getting up another Beaux 
Arts affair. 

Max Levin tossed a lobster spread 
at Smitty's. . ; 

Alan Summers of vaude jumping 
into radio work here. 

Howard Mayer adds the Stevens 
to his hotel publicizing. oe 

Mort Singer fo the Coast to visit 
his family over the holidays. . 

Irving Mack hopping over the mid- 
west key spots for Filmack. 

Emmerson Frome taki vacation 
after current Chicago theatre date. 

Abe Lastfogel in for some local 
William Morris and then to N. Y. for 
Christmas. 

Ros Metzger to Cincinnati to 
straighten out some Ruthrauff & 
Ryan shows. 

Balaban & Katz Employees Club 
held annual dinner and shindig at 
the Palmer House. 


Army aviation corps and is now sta- 
tioned in Rantoul, Ill. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Cliff Gill, Eddie Ruben staff, off to 
La Crosse, Wis. 


W. H. Workman, MG branch man- | 
Chicago for sales confer- | 


ager, in 

ence. 
Yale Dramatie association present- 

ing ‘—And for Yale’ at Alvin, 


Teddy Bolnick, Eddie Ruben cir- 


cuit, and the wife California vaca- | 
| tioning. 








; to see the 
| School,’ 


gused for 


sleuthing for talent. 
Henry Carson; the Paris agent, 


| reported hurt with brain concussion 
iin Belgium auto. crash. 


hree days after arrival from N. Y., 
Harry Foster and George Black hud- 
dling at the Ivy restaurant. 

Rona!d Adam reviving Barrie’s ‘A 
Kiss for Cinderella’ at the Phoenix 
for a s!.ort Christmas season. 

Rodgers and Hart to write the 
music for new musical which will 
star Arthur Riscoe and June Knight. 

Duchess theatre witharawn from 
auction Dec. 8 at $120,000. House 
cost $350,000 to build in 1929. 

Two legit producers, Leon M. 
Lion and Ronald Adam, are in cast 
of the next Gainsborough film. 

Barbara Blair starring in ‘Star of 
the Circus’ for Associated Pictures, 
which Albert de Courville is direct- 
ing. 

Sir Alfred Butt looking at one or 
two theatrical propositions with a 
view to returning to the managerial 
fold. 

Benny Ross and Maxine Stone who 
instigated gala nights at the ritzy 
Embassy Club, held a second one 
there. 

Raymond Massey summoned for 
exceeding speed limit. He says he’s 
been driving 25 years without con- 
viction, 

Elsie Randolph and Jean Colin to 
play principal ‘boy’ and girl in Tom 
Arnold's ‘Aladdin’ production at the 
Adelphi. 

Arnold Ridley, author of ‘The 
Ghost Train,’ will have a new play 
produced provincially early in the 
New Year. 

Levy’s Sound Studios has given up 
its Regent street offices to move into 
more modernly equipped offices in 
Bond street. 

Ronald Squire returning to West 
End in a Hungarian comedy, ‘A 
Lady's Gentleman’ at the Vaudeville, 
tomorrow (23). 

George Robey to play Ichabod 
Bronson and Ada May to have lead 
in revival of ‘Belle of New York’ at 
the Shaftesbury. 

‘Adventures of Mr. Penny,’ a Brit- 
ish National production, goes on the 
floor early in the new year, starring 
Richard Goolden. 

Tamara Desni being voicetrained 
by Dudley Marcus, who developed 
Val Rosi: “s voice in the days when 
he was just another crooner. 

Edward Knoblock, who hasn’t had 
a play produced for a number of 
years, has a new one which will be 
staged at Richmond theatre. 

Tin Pan Alley again making 
whoopee this year at annual ball for 
second veur in succession at 
Gaumont-British Astoria Dance 
Salon. 


Richard Bird, actor and legit pro- 


| ducer, given his first directorial as- 
|signment in pictures. 
duce 
| British. 


He will pro- 


‘The Terror’ for Associated 


Monty Banks sailing for America 


| to line up some talent for the next 
Charlie Riley has joined the U. S. | Gracie 


Fields 
back Feb. 1, 
shooting. 


picture. 
when 


Expected 
picture starts 


Musicians’ Union received support 
of Variety Artists’ Federation in dis- 
pute with Prince of Wales’ theatre 
management. House has non-union 
orchestra. 

Zolden Egyld off to N. Y. in time 
opening of ‘Dramatic 
which he wrote with Sze- 
kely. It is being produced by Phil- 
lips & Barratt. 

‘Babes in the Wood,’ the Rodgers- 
Hart musical. will have its lyrics 
local musical. Book not 
suitable for English stage, but score 
looked upon as ideal. 


Moe Levy. 20th-Fox district man- /cently at a Sunday night perform- 


Several new and old Robert Taylor | vacation trip. 


pictures are shown now after star's | 


visit. B.o. no sensation. 
Last year French pictures domi- 


nated the country. Now most of them | ! 
| first game—an exhibition with Fort | 


flops. Hollywood again aces. 


Danish film, ‘Den Kloge Mand,’ 


breaking records at Carlton and Tri- | 


angle. First serious Danish film to 
make b.o. record. 

When newspapers raised advertise- 
ment rates for cinemas, the Cinema 
wners Assn. ruled that all adver- 
ements must be smaller from now 
n 


Phe war between Danish State 
Radio: 


{ 


jsalesman, in 
|luncheon club speaker. 


and restaurant owners over | 


Clyde Cutter, MG assistant booker, | 


lwalks five miles daily to keep 
| physically fit. ; 
Film Row basketbal! tearm lest 


Snelling Cubs. 
Harold Johnson, Warner 
heavy 


Bros.’ 


Harvey Buchanan, Minnesota 
Amusement Co. (Publix) partner in 


| Superior, Wis., in town. 


Rud Lohrenz, Warner Bros.’ 
branch manager, to spend Christmas 
holidays with his parents in St. 
Louis. Ges 


demand as, 


| by Columbia. 


|ager, planning mid-winter California | ance at the Arts thetare. is being re- 


written, due to censor troubles. 


Sally Avner. one of the beauts in : 


‘Gangway.’ and down for first speak- 
ing role in next Laughton-Pommer 


picture. which starts in January, to | 


wed Loui: Victor, West End business 


| man. 











tions, intending to devote their full 
time to David A. Bader, Ltd., and 


Everest Pictures, Ltd. ; 

Jack Hylton American deal with 
St. Regis hotel, where he was to 
play for a season, now definitely off. 
Hylton plays return tour of import- 
ant European capitals, opening at the 
Seala, Berlin, in February. ; 

Jack Powell just back from conti- 
nental itinerary, and due to sail for 
N. Y., unpacked his trunk to be guest 
of honor with Emile Boreo. Both 
clicked so heavily it is likely ~ oreo 
follows Ross and Stone into the 
Embassy. 





Socialite Show Biz 








(Continued from page 1!) 





wear and tear, and his staff. Occa- 
sionally outside directors are called 
in for specials, but otherwise nut is 
figured in advance with same guar- 
antee on all, regardless of size or 
take. 

Two months after closing a deal 
with committees, a business cam- 
paign is laid out by Cargill which 
takes in program ad space selling, 
journals, ticket distribution, etc, By 
dealing only with monied groups in 
towns, i.e. Leaguers, hospital boards, 
etc., he insures date. Tickets are 
usually all sold before show even 
gets into rehearsal four weeks later. 
Properties, etc., arrive on final two 
weeks of rehearsals. One man in 
the town for four weeks, with ex- 
penses extra, and local help for sets 
and seamstresses are all that is re- 
quired, 

Revue types of shows are favor- 
ites because of less complications. 
Dancers and singers, et al. can easily 
be replaced in case of dropouts, as 
would not be the case in book 
shows. Two sets of costumes and 
one set of scenery are moved from 
town to town (transportation add- 
ed) for same. Shows are booked 
four months ahead for routing sim- 
plification and are good for repeats 
every other year. Slight change to 
old burlesked meller, a la Amer- 
ican Music Hall type show, with 
cabaret setting, is sometimes substi- 
tuted when other fades. 


Working All the Angles 


Headaches are few in the new 
field which takes over an entire 
town via social contacts. Presence 


of family of town’s newspaper pub- 
lishing families insures publicity 
that would be impossible on com- 
mercial ventures. Hotels lend re- 
hearsal space, etc., for patronage 
that follows at bar and restaurant. 

Entirely new technique’ from 
Broadway must be used in handling 
snobs. No one must be embarrassed 
by omission or elimination. Director 
must feel his way, minus auditions, 
spotting each where best suited, 
with diplomacy. Director must not 
tell but sell each individual and 
there is no cussing of chorus girls 
who might easily own the burg. 
Everybody who wants to be ‘in’ 
must be yessed, since the slightest 
oversight could ruin future dates. 
Sometimes things are complicated 
by local petty feuds as many just 
wait to get a load of their enemies 
on stage. Where there is no talent 
among this or that local big-shot, 
fancy costuming of dumb doll make 
up, usually surmounts the hurdle, 
Care must also be taken in brief- 
ness of costumes. All are slightly 
less revealing than average for ob- 
vious reasons of modesty. It’s a 
little different when staging for le- 
gionnaires, etc. 

Take for charities is very often 
a fortune, Journals alone have net- 
ted as much as $15,000, but producer 
does not share in this, getting only 
his fee. Admissions range from $5 
top for patrons to $3, $2 and $1. 
Some have been known to take in 
more than $30,000 in all. Statements 
usually follow but, in N. Y., Cargill 
never knows. All he gets here is his 
check, 





| ‘Eve Awful Slow | 


|to handle Playhouse publicity for 





(Continued from page 1) 


{down their couvert charges for New 
‘Flying Blind.’ by James Mason and | 
| Pamela Ostrer-Kellino, produced re- 


Year’s Eve. 

Statler is bringing in Veloz and 
Yolanda for week of Jan. 3, to see 
if a policy of name acts will pay. 

Det. Niteries Prune 
Detroit. Dec. 21. 
pruned 10% in most 
niteries are hoping for 


With tariff 
spots, local 


——) 


Hollywood 





Trem Carr holidaying in Miami, 

Warner Oland ‘n from Honolulu. 

Karen Morley home from Europe, 

May Robson Xmasing in the east, 

Jean Murat, husband of Annabella, 

Madeleine Carroll in from the 
east. 
—e Merman holidaying in 
John Farrow back from European 
jaunt, 

Toby Wing back from 10 weeks 
of p.a.’s. 

Wendy Barrie went for a Bevhills 
palazzo. 

Richard Thorpe to Panama for the 
yuletide, 

Ralph Perez of Decca gandering 
the town. 

Mrs. Emily Holt of AFRA here 
on org. biz. 

Three Stooges railed out for eight 
weeks’ p. a. 

Lloyd Corrigan achieved conquest 
over arthritis. 

Arthur Jarrett off for Philly for 
eight weeks p.a. 
Harry Ham 
visit his family. 

Aubrey Blair returned from N. Y, 
SAG transactions. 

Paul Whiteman and Margaret Liv- 
ingston arrived (21) 

Gloria Swanson arrived to huddle 
with Columbia execs. 
George Schaefer 
Artists sales huddles. 

Howard Strickland winged in es- 
corting Robert Taylor. 

Carole Lombard took an inocula- 
tion against chicken pox. 

Leo Carrillo will ride at the head 
of Tournament of Roses Parade. 

Bert Wheeler launching a haber- 
dashery at Hollywood and Vine. 

Frank Lloyd and Cliff Lewis back 
from ‘Wells Fargo’ preview tour. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., and wife, 
formerly Lady Ashley, due Xmas. 

Alla Nazimova here contemplating 
a new fling at the galloping tin- 
types. 

Sidney Lanfield hospitalized with 
a nervous breakdown and kidney 
ailment. 

Howard Stubbins, pioneer distrib, 
celebrated his 25th anniversary in 
the biz. 

Sam Clark returned to Chicago 
after Warner studio huddles on ex- 
ploitation. 


in from London to 


in for United 





William S. Hart recovered from 
pleurisy and back to the Newhall 
hilltop rancho. 

Jerry Sackheim back at U after 
month of story and play scouting on 
Broadway front. 

Francis Salabert, publisher of Irv- 
ing Berlin’s ditties in Paris, here 
visiting the Berlins. 

Jessica Dragonette here for a 
month and then going on to Hono- 
lulu to bask and warble. 

Pat O’Brien in Cleveland to guest- 
star at annual Christmas party 
sponsored by newspaper here. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Alex Kann home from Hollywood 
to holiday with his family. 

Freda Pope’s dad celebrated his 
88th birthday at her Plaza nitery. 

Georgie Clair home for short stay 
after working flack of Chi night 
spots. 

Bill Hetzel playing John Halliday 
role in ‘Spider’ opening at Play- 
house, 

Johnny Harris shelling out plenty 
for a special-built, high-powered gas 
buggy. 











| Ward Morehouse came _ in 
|N. Y. over the week-end for a look 
lat ‘Yr. Obedient Husband.’ 


Joe Hiller back from a week’s trip 


\to N. Y¥., where he lined up a flock 
| of acts. 


Dick Stabile’s bass player, Spen- 
cer Clark, hospitalized with pneu- 
monia, 

Jackie Jenkins has pulled out of 
the Wa-Lin after a seven-month run 
as m. ¢. 

Bill Pillick, ex-dancing instructor 
here, in cast of Ed Wynn’s ‘Hooray 
for What!’ 

Paul Klienerman shifted to the 
managerial post at the Hippodrome 
on the Northside. 

Gracie Barrie-Dick Stabile mar- 
riage will definitely take place here 
next Monday (27). 

Bradley Slack in from Cleveland 


remainder of season. 


Ray Pearl band’s ace, Francis 


| Schneider, has been bedded for sev- 


eral days with pleurisy. 
Bill Lewis quitting hospital Xmas 


'day, but it'll be another month be- 
| fore he’s back on the job. 


Variety Club plotting a New 
Year's eve party of its own at the 
William Penn headquarters. 


from 


Mrs. Eva Simon off for Hollywood 
to spend holidays with her son, S. 


‘Madam. Will You Waltz.’ title of | best on New Year's Eve, although so | Sylvan Simon, the U director. 


musical which has recently been 
completed by Eric Maschwitz and 
George Posford, is being dickered for 
which wants it for 
Grace Moore. 

David A. Bader and Denys N 
Watney. direciors of Personality Pic- 


|far advances are slow, 


Lifting of ban after 2 am., by 
state liquor board, is also likely to 


aid New Year’s biz, although there'll 


undoubtedly be more home celebra- 
tions than in the: past because of in- 


tures, Lid. tendered: their resigha-]creased unemployment hee. 


| Newlywed Bob Clayman was 26 


tlast week, and wife, former Ruby 
|Rubincff, remembered the day 
) operly, 

James Peede here ahead _ of 
‘Shadow and Substance,’ and John 


fontague in puffing ‘You Can’ Bake 
bit with You’ 


LL eg eee ee 
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News From 





This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week 1m the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and Loudon. 
these news items; each has been rewritten trom a daily paper. 


the Dailies 


Variety takes no credtt for 











East 


Pickets still stirring things up in 
front of Times Square automat. Mass 
demonstration last week resulted in 
37 arrests after the strikers had done 
up eight cops and 17 were jailed; 
later fined $100 each. 

Final rally of the Opera Guild last 
week. Reported a 14% increase in 
urban membership and 67% in su- 
burban districts. Plans to start a 
fund to aid artists. 

New city council 
anti-smoking bill for theatres as 
soon ait is inducted. Smoking 
rooms okayed, but not in lobby or 
auditorium. 

Ed Wynn, Al Shean, Lucille Wat- 
son, Henry Travers and others 
kicked in with coin to buy tickets 
for the WPA Children’s Festival for 
distribution to poor kids. 

Mrs. Clarence Mackay, honorary 
chairman of a committee of Munici- 
pal Opera Assn., which plans to give 
a series of benefit concerts after the 
holidays to found scholarships for 
deserving students. 

N. Y¥. picture theatre managers 
pledge aid in interesting employees 
in support of federated Jewish char- 
ities. 

Ruth Chatterton plenty sore when 
an impersonator in Madiera an- 
nounced she was to marry. Miss 
Chatterton is in London, working on 
a film. 

Mildred Harris, Chanlin’s ex-, 
playing a burlesque date in a Brook- 
lyn theatre, but no strip tease. Says 
she wants to go into radio where 
age doesn’t matter. 

Ruby Elzy, Negro singer, fired 
from the Kit-Kat club, N. Y.. but 
songz for Mrs. Roosevelt at the White 
House. Executive crowd liked her. 

N. Y. Post Office added 5,000 to 
met the Christmas rush. 

Department store advertising home 
motion pictures for holiday gifts. 
Moking a drive on the newsreels. 

Police and firemen divvy $105.000 
realized from ball games and other 
sports last summer. For various de- 
p2rtmental benefit funds. 

New musical play, in Yiddish, be- 
ing readied for Molly Picon. No title 
solected. To be shown next month 
at the Public with Ival Lebedeft. 

George Bernard Shaw grants per- 
mission to WPA to do his newest 





to ponder an 


‘On the Rocks,’ but specified four 


bits »s top admission. 

WPA band of 24 men played a 
concert to an audience of two per- 
sons at Forty Fort, suburb of Wilkes- 
Barre last week. 

World’s Center of Women’s Ar- 
chives, Inc., receives log books, etc., 
of Amelia Earhart. To serve as 
nucleus of collection. 

Carolina Segrera Marshall, wife of 
Everett R. Marshall, stage and film 
yodler, asking a divorce in N. Y. 
Says he’s been urging a divorce for 
six years and blames an unnamed 
B'way dancer. 

Geraldine Farrar trying to pro- 
mote a bill for a chain of federal 
opera houses and a fund to develop 
young singers. Sprang the gag at 
a lecture at the Museum of the City 
of N. Y. last Thursday. , 

Helen Keller presents the Ameri- 
can Foundation for the Blind with 
the first radio equipped with a 
Braille tuning control. Permits blind 
to tune in without assistance. Gen- 
eral Electric device but not to be 
put on market. 

Col. de Basil announces that next 

seacon his Ballet Russe will feature 
works by Americans. 
’ No performance of ‘The Cradle 
Will Rock’ last Sunday. Equity re- 
fused to permit Mercury theatre to 
siave a special showing. 

Elmer Rice has released all of his 
plays to the Federal theatre. Latter 
is arranging 17 separate productions. 

Paul McGrath and Nancy Kelly. 
of ‘Susan and God,’ guests of the 
Drama Study club at its luncheon 
last week. 

David J. Breen, Boston nite club 
owner, killed Friday by a gunman. 
First three shots bounced off his 
bullet-proof vest, but a fourth shot 
got him in the neck, 

Margot Grahame, British film star, 
pear at the Sherry-Netherland. 

1, 

Trans-Lux offering special pro- 
grams for the kids during the holi- 
days. 

Chester Lee O’Brien, husband of 
the late Marilyn Miller, denied a 
share in the trust fund. she left her 
mother. Can claim dower rights. 
but estate is $5,000 less than creditor 
claims. 

Grimball Players to do Robert 
Fevnolds’ ‘Blessed Are the Debo- 
rire’ at Newton, Conn., Jan. 20, and 
the following night will giv: one 
performance at the Barbizon Plaza, 
N. Y 


Nat. Board of Review names 
‘Nicht Must Fall’ as best film of year. 

Arn Corio, strip teaser. plans to 
shuck her husband in Reno afte 
the holdavs. ; 

Six hundred blind persons were 
aided in ‘seeine’ a special perform- 
ance of ‘Brother Rat’ at the Na- 


tional, N. Y. by a synopsis printed 
in Braille. ; 

Bids to the N. Y¥. World's Fair 
have been accepted by 60 nations. 

Plane carrying Sonja Henie and 63 
members of her ice troupe to Chi- 
cago grounded because of threaten- 
ing weather. 

Two musicians killed in State Is- 
land, N. Y., auto crash. 

Kiki Roberts, entcrtaining at a 
night club in Schenectady, N. Y. hos- 
pitalized with abdominal ailment. 

New set of murals installed in the 
RCA Bldg., N. Y. painted by Jose 
Maria Sert. They replace those 
painted by Diego Rivera in 1933 and 
later torn down. 

Six more firms sign for exhibitions 
at New York’s World Fair. 





Coast 





Plea of not guilty was entered by 
Leopold McLaglen, brother of Vic- 
tor, in L. A. superior court to charges 
of attempted extortion, bribing a 
witness and preparing false evidence. 
Peter Ordway, film writer, was 
fined $50 and. sentenced to traffic 
school in Beverly Hills for drunk 
driving. 

Amended divorce complaint is on 
file in L. A. by Mrs. Dorothy Mit- 
chell from Sidney D. Mitchell, song- 


writer. She asks $1,100 monthly ali- 
mony for herself and two minor 
children. 


Charges that Warren Hymer failed 
to pay $96 in wages due to two 
nurses employed by him were dis- 
missed in L. A. municipal court when 
Hymer settled following issuance of 
a warrant for his arrest. 

Jackie Coogan asserted that Con- 
solidated Radio Artists, Inc., and not 
himself was responsible for hiring 
the Coogan band, including Thaya 
Foster, entertainer hurt on a road 
tour of the band in Texas, Oct. 18. 
Miss Foster seeks damages for her 
injuries. CRA says it functioned only 
as a booking agency. Case is before 
the California State Industrial Acci- 
dent Commission in L. A. 


MARRIAGES 


Muriel Wechsler to Gregory Cole- 
man in New York Dec. 15. Bride is 
non-pro. Groom is brother of Emile 
Coleman, orchestra leader, 

Mary Titelow to Rex Frazier, Dec 
15, in Los Angeles. Bride was with 
J. Walter Thompson agency in the 
east; he is radio scripter with same 
outfit. 

Virginia Bruce to J. Walter Ruben, 
in Beverly Hills, Dec. 18. Bride is 
film actress; he is film director. 

Lulu Eleanor Richards to Elwood 
Roger Clay, skedded for Jan. 3 in 
New Orleans. She is daughter of 
Saenger head; he is New Orleans 
business man, 

Beatrice Tate Wright to Sam Ben- 
ton in Birmingham last week. Bride 
was program director at WAPI; he 
is chief announcer at same station. 

Priscilla Lawson to Alan Curtis, 
Nov. 14, in Las Vegas, N. M. Both 
in pictures, 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Erskine Johnson, 
son, in Los Angeles, Dec. 14. Father 
is a Hollywood columnist for Hearst 
papers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson Machamer, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 
Mother is Pauline Moore, 20th-Fox 
actress; father is writer and comic 
stripper. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Hart, son, in 
Santa Monica, Calif., Dec. 15. Father 
is Hollywood secretary of the Song- 
writers’ Protective Association. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Joslin, son, 
in Van Nuys, Calif., Dec. 16. Father 
is in sound department at Para- 
mount, 

Mr. and Mrs. George Anagnost, 
daughter, recently in Dayton, O. 
Father is managing director of the 
Greystone ballroom, Columbus, and 
of bloxahala park, Zanesville, 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Healy, son, in 


Culver City, Dec. 17, Father, the 
stage and picture comic, died sud- 
denly Tuesday (21) in Hollywood. 


Details elsewhere in this issue. 

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Wilson, son, in 
Omaha. Dec. 7. Father is film-drama- 
radio critic for Omaha World- 
Herald. 





Mr. and Mrs. Felix Feist, daughter, 
Dec. 18. in Los Angeles. Father is 
shorts director at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. John B. Nathan, son, 
nm Buenos Aires, Dee. 11. Father is 
general manager of Paramount in 
Argentina. 

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Coles. twin 
daughters, Dec. 20. Los Angeles. 
father is film layer. 

i? 





BUDDY BAER IMPRESSIVE 
IN K. 0. OF ED HOGAN 


By JACK PULASKI 


The sock game took on fresh in- 
terest Friday (17) when Buddy Baer 
flattened Eddie Hogan in the third 
round at Madison Square Garden. 
Sports writers were so impressed as 
to nominate the 243-pound brother 
of Max a real contender for the 
heavyweight title. If the ability to 
hit hard is a qualification, then the 
kid certainly is in line for the big 
money. 

The younger Baer has fought 
around New York before and scored 
knockouts, but he never displayed 
the punch that dropped the aspirant 
from Waterbury. He hit Hogan so 
hard that the unlucky lad almost 
went through a somersault. Eddie 
went down three times, the last drop 
having him flat on his back. Referee 
did not bother to count and called it 
off. 


Hogan started out as though Buddy 
was a set-up and cuffed the young 
giant around in the first round. Baer 
took some of Eddie’s best wallops 
without being flustered. Boy cer- 
tainly can absorb punishment, but it 
is questionable if he can step away 
from a right hand. Buddy showed 
he can evade left hooks easily, hold- 
ing the starboard mit to his chin ex- 
cept when throwing punches with it. 
In a follow-up story, Dan Parker, 
of the Mirror, declared that young 
Baer can hit harder than Max, al- 
though there is a fatality on the for- 
mer champ’s record. However, if 
Buddy continues to take ’em in stride 
he will get his chance during the 
world’s fair summer. of 1939. Next 
heavyweight title event has already 
been virtually set for next summer 
between Joe Louis and Max Schmel- 
ing. 

Semi-final to the Baer-Hogan tilt 
was another socking match, between 
Glen Lee and Harry Balsamo, mid- 
dleweights. Lee is called the ‘Ne- 
braska Wildcat’ and again the wesi- 
erner copped. Balsamo is no mean 
hitter, but he was up against the 
toughest fighter he ever met. 

Lee, who is remindful of Mickey 
Walker in his prime, is a fighter who 
likes to fight. Balsamo’s socks meant 
nothing except to make him wade in 
all the more, Looked like curtains 
for Harry, both of whose eyes were 
cut and puffed. In the ninth round 
Balsamo told the re‘’eree he couldn't 
see and that ended the coniest. 


Fights switch to the Hippodrome 
for the next couple of weeks, next 
Garden card being Jan. 7, when 
Freddie Steele and Fred Apostoli 
have it out for the 160-pound crown. 
Either er both must count on taking 
on Lee later on. 








WMCA Trio Payrolled 


Novelairs, male vocal trio, have 
nabbed a ticket for Wheaties over 
WMCA, New York, six times week- 
ly. Also signed a management con- 
tract with Music Corp. of America. 
Evelyn Prochaska is their personal 
manager, 

Combo is a recent tie. Includes 
Jack Allison, formerly of the Swing 
Kids, and the Deutsch twins (Murray 
and Irving). 


200 Theme Songs 


(Continued from page 1) 














there is one year and three months 
to go. Golden asked for ideas. 

Many = suggestions came 
people representing pictures, 
outdoors and from newspapermen. 
Of the latter, Burns Mantle snoke 
for a theatre devoted te Shakes- 
peare, which brought an observation 
from Irving Rosenthal, park opera- 
tor, who said he visited such an at- 
traction in Texas last summer and 
there were but 20 persons in the 
house. He said it would be a mis- 
take to eliminate the midway be- 
cause of the younger element and 
the average person drawn to parks 
and fairs. 

Picture end, represented by J. 
Robert Rubin, Jack Cohn and Stan- 
ton L. Griffis, pledged that the fair 
would receive the support of the 
film industry. It was suggested that 
the making of pictures be part of the 
amusement section. Same idea will 
feature the Golden Gate Exposition 
in San Francisco in 1939. Gene Buck 
thought the fair should secure an air 
channel for broadcasts. Frank Gill- 
more suggested that foreign attrac- 
tions be sought to make the show 
end international in character. 

Other sveakers included Lee Shu- 
bert, Irvine Caesar, M. H. Avles- 
worth, William Gaxton, Mis. Hailie 


from 
legit, 





Flanagan. 





OBITUARIES 


TED HEALY 

Ted Healy, 45, stage, screen and 
radio comedian, died suddenly of a 
heart attack early Tuesday (Dec. 
21) morning in Hollywood, Calif. He 
had been ill only a few days. He 
was under Metro contract for some 
time, having recently been given a 
new pact, and his ‘Love Is a Head- 
ache’ awaits release. 

Last Friday (17) his wife, the 
former Betty Hickman, non-pro, 
whom he married a year and a hali 
ago, gave birth to a son in Holly- 
wood. She’s still confined to the 
hospital, 

Details in the film section. 





LEE MILTON BODA 


Lee Miiton Boda, 78, died Dec. 17 | 


at his home in Columbus, O., after a 
several weeks illness of pneumonia. 
He was the father of Robert F. Boda, 
present manager of the Hartman 
theatre, Columbus. 

A native of Springfield, O. he 
came to Columbus in 1880 and sev- 
eral years later became manager of 
the old Metropolitan Opera House 
there. In the early 90's, the Metro- 
politan burned and Mr. Boda man- 
aged the Grand Opera House. Then 
in 1895 in partnership with George 
H. Ketcham, he formed the Valen- 
tine theatre circuit. When Mr. 
Ketcham retired in 1913, Mr. Boda’s 
son Robert, became associated with 
him. They transformed their activi- 
ties from the Southern to the Hart- 
man in 1912. Afisr many years as 
director of the Hartman Stock Com- 
pany, Mr. Boda went to New York 
to become executive director of the 


IN FOND MEMORY 
of My Pal and Friend 


GEORGE LIPSCHULTZ 


Who Died Dec. 24, 1932 


JERRY VOGEL 





Pygmalion,’ ‘Cold Feet,’ ‘Decision’ 
and ‘Revenue Men,’ and associated 
Marion Gering in the writing of 
‘Tired Business Man,” ‘Bad Girl’ and 
‘Skidding.’ He was also known as 
a play doctor, an investor in legiti- 
mate productions and was with Co- 
lumbia Pictures in Hollywood last 
winter. He returned to N. Y. in 
April, 1937. 

Widow and son survive. Burial in 
Cypress Hills, N. Y., Dec. 20. 





NELSON R. RAND 

Rev. Nelson Royden Rand, 50, con- 
tinuity director at WOKO and 
WABY, Albany, and one of the few 
clergymen who worked regularly on 
sponsored broadcasts, including those 
of baseball and bowling, died of 
heart disease at his home, Dec. 17, 
1937. His 24-year-old son, Grenfell, 
recently substituting on some pro- 
grams due to the elder Rand's poor 
health took his place. 

Rand made his radio debut in 1932 
while minister of a Baptist church 
in Albany, broadcasting over WGY 
Biblical dramas with a group of 
young people from his congregation. 





FORREST LAMONT 

Forrest Lamont, 52, Canadian- 
American tenor, long identified with 
Chicago Opera Company, died of 
pneumonia at his home in Chicago 
Dec. 16. The widow, Eunice Steen, 
concert and opera soprano, survives. 

After a European debut, he was 
brought to Chicago in 1917 by Cleo- 
fonte Campanini, where he was es- 
pecially successful in Italian and 
German opera. He was active until 
1932 when he retired to devote his 
time to teaching. 





WALLACE A. SABIN 


Wallace A. Sabin, 70, widely known | 


composer, organist and choral leader, 
died at his home in Berkeley, Cal., 
Dec. 8, following a heart attack 


Sabin was organist for the Panama | 
Exposition in | 


Pacific International 
1915, composed music for two Bo- 
hemian Grove plays and the Bohem- 
ian Club song, ‘Bohemia Is /1y 
Home,’ directed a variety of choral 
groups and was organist at leading 
churches, His daughter survives. 





NINA MAITLAND 


Nina Maitland, in private life Mrs. ! 


Arthur Fiske, died in Oakland, Cal., 
Nov. 18. 

With her mother, Pauline Mait- 
land, she was a favorite stock playe: 
in West Coast productions for many 


years. She was a member of the Old! 


Time Vaudeville and Dramatic Art- 
ists’ club, of Oakland. She is suv- 





International Theatrical Association, 
He returned to Columbus in 1925 and 
retired four years later, 

Besides his son the 
vives, 


widow Sur 





CARL HENKLE 

Dr. Charles L. Henkin 
Henkle), 52, playwright, physician 
and dentist, died at his home in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Dec. 19. He had 
suffered from heart trouble for 
some time, 

Using the name Carl Henkle: he 
started in theatricals about 20 years 
ago in Boston. He authored ‘Page 
Mabel Maitland, of the team of Welsh 
and Maitland. 


(Carl 





M. THEO FRAIN 

(Miss) M. Theo Frain, pianist and 
composer, died Dec. 19 in Hacken- 
sack hospital, Hackensack, N. J. 

Best known of some 300 songs 
written by her is ‘Jamie,Come Home,’ 
one of the favorites of Madame 
Ernestine Schumann-Heink. She ap- 
peared on the New York concert 
stage as accompanist for Mme. Giulia 
Valda 25 years ago. 

Survived by a niece, with whom 
she had been living in Hillsdale, N. J. 





CARL McBRIDE 
Carl McBride, 44, film actor and 
one-time shorts director at Warners, 
died Dec. 17 in Los Angeles General 
Hospital. Remains cremated. 
Deceased was in vaude with a 
song and dance act for many years 
before gceing to the Coast as assist- 
ant director at Warners. He also 
directed dance routines for the stu- 
dio’s big musicals and staged many 
WB theatre presentations. 


ROBERT WORTH BINGHAM 

Judge Robert Worth Bingham, 66, 
Ambassador to Great Britain and for 
nearly 20 years publisher of the 
Louisville Courier - Journal and 
Times. as well as owner of radio sia- 
tion WHAS, died Dec. 18 in Johns 
Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore. 

He leaves a widow and three 
children. 








SYDNEY SUNDHEIM 
Sydney Sundheim, 53, president of 
Theatre Advertising, Inc., died at his 
home in Philadelphia Dec. 17. 
Sundheim organized his program 
advertising service four years ago. 
Prior to that he was with the ad- 
vertising firm of Byren and Weil for 
18 years as salesmanager, 





FRANKIE MARVIN 
Frankie Marvin, 46, professional 
contacteer for music publishers, died 
of a streptococcus infection in the 
Rockefeller Institute, N. Y., last Sun- 
day (19). Interment will be in 
Calvary cemetery, Brooklyn. 
Further details are contained in a 
story in the music section. 





BENEDICT KEARNEY 

Benedict Kearney, 33, of Nanticoke, 
minstrel trouper and amateur 
thespian, was fatally crushed Dec. 3 
when caught in a fall of rock in a 
Nanticoke mine, 

He died in Nanticoke State Hos- 
pital Dec, 11. 





EDWARD STEPHAN 

Edward Stephan, 67, charter mem- 
ber of the Hamilton, O., Local 31, 
American Federation of Musicians, 

ied suddenly there Dec. 9. 

He had been treasurer of the A. F. 
M. local for 43 years. His widow and 
seven children survive. 





ADELLA KRZYVOSINSKY 
Adella Krzyvosinsky, 21, Palace 
theatre cashier, San Antonio, died 
from injuries received in a recent 
auto accident. 
Parents and brothers survive. 





GEORGE COURCILLE 
George Courcille, 60, for many 
years pianist in the Roxy theatre, 
Perry, Okla., before the coming of 
sound pictures, died at his home in 
Cameron, Mo., last week. 





PETE MONROE 
Pete Monroe, 29, chief announcer 
at Station WHAS, Louisville, diced 
Dec, 20, 1937 of blood poisoning. 
News story in radio section. 





Father of Sam Speranza, of W8 
booking office in Pittsburgh, died 
suddenly at his home in Newark, 
N. J., Dec. 16. 





Father of Dick Moon, Morosco, 


vived by her daughter and a sisiev,! N. Y., treasurer, died Dec. 18, 
| ‘> ; - 
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~ Ringling Reclamation Involves 


Only 8006; Rest Had Been Paid Up 
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Financial reports indicate how the 
Ringling Brothers, Barnum & Bailey 
Circus interests reverted to the Ring- 
ling family. In 1932 a note for $2,- 
000,000, supported by a mortgage on 
the properties, was given Prudence 
Bonds, which later passed the paper 
on to subsidiaries. The indebtedness 
was gradually paid off until $800,000 
was left as the balance due. 


Understood that the $800,000 was 
secured from the Manufacturers 
Trust in exchange for a mortgage in 
the recent reorganization and re- 
financing. Estimated that the rolling 
stock, equipment and stock is con- 
servatively valued at $1,000,000 
Known that the profits during the 
season just ended exceeded the earn- 
ings of other recent years. 

Election of a president to succeed 
the late John Rihgling will have no 
bearing on the business. Elder Ring- 
ling owned 30% of the stock of the 
Circus City Zoological Gardens, Inc., 
of Sarasota, Fla., which owns the 
Ringlings, B. & B. show and the five 


other circuses bought by him, and 
by which fact became financially 
embarrassed. His _ sisters-in-law, 


Edith and Aubrey Ringling, widows 
of his brothers Charles and. Richard, 
also own 30%. The other 10% 
owned by the New York Investors, 
one of the Prudence companies, that 
stock going to the Ringlings upon 
liquidation of the mortgage. 
Kelly in a Spot 

John M. Kelly, long counsel for the 
Ringlings, who was ousted when the 
reorganization was being made, was 
indicted in July, 1936, with five 
others outside the corporation, 
charged with conspiracy to defraud 
the government of income taxes 
claimed from the Ringling circus in- 
terests. Federal claim amounts to 
$3,339,016. Stated the action resulted 
from an investigation into the income 


of the circus from 1913 to 1932, and | 
action against | 


that therefore the 
Kelly et al. does not involve the 
present corporation, which came into 
existence in 1932. Indicated that 
Kelly will be forced to defend him- 
f without aid of the Ringlings. 

is due for hearing early in 1938. 

d De Wolfe will rejoin the 
Ringling, Barnum and Bailey circus, 
becoming chief aide to Carl T. Hath- 
away, new general manager, who 
succeeds Samuel W. Gumpertz. He 
has been manager of the Hippo- 
drome, N. Y., since it was taken over 
by Mike Jacobs last season. 

De Wolfe was long associated with 
the Ringlings. He was shifted to 
the’ Hagenbeck-Wallace show and 
when that outfit was kept in winter 
quarters he was shuffled out. Un- 
derstood he will represent the Manu- 
facturers Trust Co. of New York, 
which holds the new $800,000 mort- 
gage on the Ringling interests. That 
is virtually the same position held 
by Gumpertz, who was placed in 
charge of Prudence Bonds when it 
held a $2,000,000 mortgage on the 
shows. 

He will join the Ringling show 
at Sarasota where it is wintering, 
leaving Sunday by plane, 


Sheesley Lay Up 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 21. 
Mighty Sheesley Midway, Inc., has 
gone into winter quarters at Savan- 
nah, Ga., but the owner and several 
of the officials will spend most of the 
winter season in Charlotte. 


KF 








ROUTING CARNEYS 
Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Leadoff positions in seramble for 
next season carny dates being taken 
by Hennies Bros. and Beckmann- 
Gerety shows, both of which have 
the route books blacked up already. 

With J. C. McCaffery as general 
agent, Beckmann-Gerety has landed 
11 leading state fairs, and has only 
eight weeks of the season open, for 
Which they have 22 towns from 
Which to choose. 

Last week, the hotly contest De- 
troit Michigan State Fair, which runs 
from Aug. 25 to Sept. 11, was won 
by Hennies Bros. when it looked to 


be sewed up by Rubin-Gruberg 
shows, 











I tVING J HUMAN 
. times Olympie and 
Pale World's ice 
Pion 
#Vailable for 
*<hihitiongs. 
3001 Monument Avenue 

Richmond, Va. 


Present unde- 
*han speed skating 


incl triek, comedy and 














was | 





New Carney Outfit 


Canton, O., Dec. 21. 

Clint Roberts, former owner and 
manager of Clint’s Exposition Shows, 
and C. D. Clark, formerly of the 
Spencer & Clark Exposition Shows, 
have formed a_ partnership § and 
will launch a new carnival here for 
the 1938 season under the title of 
Clint & Clark United Shows. 

Charles C. Huntley will be special 
agent and promotions, and Rae Adele 
Clark, secretary. 


SEEK NEW REGULATION 
FOR HARNESS RACIN 


Columbus, O., Dec. 21. 

A sweeping revision of American 
harness racing rules loomed this 
week after three governing organiza- 
tions met and approved resolutions 
sanctioned here last week by a group 
of Ohio devotees of the sports. 

Changes recommended by dele- 
gates from the United, National and 
| American Trotting Associations 
were: 
| be sufficient for any horse to 
anywhere in the country. 

2. That all horses, before becoming 
eligible for registration, be recog- 
nized by the American Trotting Reg- 
ister Association, Goshen, N. Y. 

3. That the parade starting system 
be used at half-mile tracks at county 
fairs, thus doing away with the scor- 
ing plan. 

4. That the “money won” classifi- 
cation system be changed to include 
la portion of the discarded ‘time’ 
method. 


race 
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in which she has the help 
Reasner, conductor of house orches- 
tra, and Johnny Jackson, sax player. 
Finishes with soft shoe dance which 
shows that she has been off the hoof- 
ing for years. 

Janice Andre, given feature bill- 
ing, appears briefly in a near nudity 
called ‘dance of the Harpies, in 
which® she does some _ interpretive 
work with red veils. 

Spotted: for one song each are 
three femmes, Elsa Harris, Virginia 
Langdon and Florence Baker. Latter 
two are heckled so much by Three 
Sailors that their turns are second- 
ary. Elsa Harris, claimed to be 
only 14 years old, is liked by audi- 
ence, 

Closed with Big Apple Dancers, 
claimed to be the originators of the 
craze. Three girls and three boys 
are brought on for a comedy inter- 
view by N. T. G. and Sailors, and 
then go into their dance. Two stooges 
are brought from audience to join 
ad in Big Apple number for 
finish. 

House orchestra works on 
throughout, with models 
tables in cabaret style. 
80 minutes. 


stage 
seated at 
Show runs 


Pic, ‘Missing Witnesses’ (WB), 
isn't helping the gress any. House 
about three-quarters filled at last 
show Friday. Kiley. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 
House can be commended for con- 


reutine, done to Liszt's ‘Second Hun- 
garian Rhapsody,’ while not polished 
when caught. shows girls have come 
a long way. Joe and Jane Mce- 
Kenna, Chi standbys, doing their 
well-known knockabout routine, still 
click. He's trying for a little char- 
acter comedy and chatter. Does all 
right, but the bruising stuff and hoke 
adagio are still the team’s pushovers. 

Diane Denise does a couple of num- 
bers with a good enough soprano 
voice. 

Gautier’s Steeplechase can brag 
of a couple of novelties. Four matched 
ponies, Join bull ring while ridden 
by dogs and dolls, get laughs. Eu- 
gene Jacques, xylophonist, offers 
nothing unusual in opener, although 
he dees include a blindfold finish. 

Harold Barnes, 16-year-old wire 
| walker, closes. Fast work most of the 
| time, and lots of showmanship. Hild 
| dancers. in a twe-deck neon-lighted 
| backdrop effect, add color. 





| Business way off at dinner show 
| opening day. . Pieture, ‘Navy Blue 
and Gold’ (M-G-M). Loop. 


, , a | 
1. That one registration certificate | 


House Reviews | 


ing and apparently unrehearsed turn | 
of Ed | 


tinued imprevement of its line. | 
Girls are doing three numbers a 
week now, and in fine style. Tap 


BUMPS FAIR COIN 


Death of K. R. Kingsbury Halts An- 
ticipated Contributions 





San Francisco, Dec. 21. 

Sudden death of Kenneth R. Kings- 
bury, president of the Standard Oil 
Company of California and chairman 
of the finance committee of the 
Golden Gate International Exposi- 
tion, is expected to put a financial 
crimp in_ subscription prospects 
among companies intending to come 
through with funds for the expo, in 
light of Kingsbury’s position as prexy 
of the oil company. 

Even the publicity offices of the 
fair, at 585 Bush street, are short on 
|} rumors concerning his successor on 
the finance board. The only name to 
|crop up consistently for the post, 
|combined with Kingsbury’s seat on 
the all-powerful board of manage- 
| ment (four members) is George 
| Creel, director of Federal govern- 
| ment participation in the fair. The 
| Democrats are boosting Creel to bal- 
{ance the topheavy Republicanism 
|}among expo execs. 


RAIL SHOW 
RATES HIKED 











| -_—-—-- = 


Railroads are starting to hike show 
| rates, the Frisco, M.K.&G. and Mo. 
| Pacific have boosted the administra- 
tion rates at least 50 per cent. Mak- 
ing 100 miles the minimum and no 
reduction for long hauls or home 
runs: 


hi to 15 cars $4.60 per mile, 


jas .winimum $460 for 100 miles 
cars $5.70 per mile, 
rrr errr re ..minimum $570 for 100 miles 
25) to 40 cars $7.50 per mile, 
ee erdeeccneeceorsecse $750 for 100 miles 


16 to 2 


Example: the Ringling-Barnum, 90 
cars run in four sections. First sec- 
tion $570, three additional sections at 
$305 each making a total for mini- 
mum run $1,485. 





Metallic Indigestion 


| St. John, N. B., Dec. 21. 

It may have been one razor blade, 
tack or light bulb too many, but 
Jack Redcloud, of Los Angeles, who 
claims to have been in Ripley’s Oddi- 
torium at the Chicago World’s Fair 
has been a patient in hospital in 
Halifax, N. S., following an opera- 
tion. 

Redcloud, who had been playing 
the fall fairs and then into the pic- 
ture houses of the maritime prov- 
inces as a special attraction with his 
metal and glass eating act, was found 
by a policeman after finishing his act 
for the night in a Halifax theatre. 
He had collapsed on the sidewalk 
and an emergency operation was €s- 
sential when he reached the hospital. 


Report of 44 of the members of 





1996 Fair Takes 


By BILL RICE 


Expositions for 1937. This is about 33% of the membership. 





Polo Cliff-Hanging 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 
There'll be no indoor polo matches 
here this season unless deficit of $925 
is made up, according to Frank N. 


Isbey, general manager of the Fair 
Grounds’ Coliseum, 

Advised that indoor polo ‘will die 
unless the Coliseum is available,’ Is- 


bey asserted he wouldn't permit the 
polo league to use the spot at tax- 
payers’ expense. If league pays up 
$925 due on heat and light from last 
season, okay. 


FRISCO ABLAZE WHEN 


San Francisco, Dec. 21. 

Natives and expo officials for the 
Golden Gate International Fair for 
1939 are burnt at the omission of 
Fair plug from the California 1938 
auto license plates, after both houses 
of legislature voted authorization. 

Governor Merriam passed the 
beefs to Ray Ingels, state motor ve- 
hicle director, who poured excuses. 
He said Los Angeles objected to ad- 
vertising the San Francisco show, 
that use of the slogan would make 
the license numbers too small and 
that action would set a pesky prece- 
dent. 

Expo officials blew up when word 
wes received that New York licenses 
will carry signs for the New York 
fair. 





Doubles on Nags 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 

Detroit will have two horseracing 
tracks next summer, according to 
plans announced for construction of 
a $1,500,000 plant by local sportsmen 
and business men. Would end monop- 
oly enjoyed by Detroit Racing Assn. 
(Fair Grounds) since sport was 
Okayed here in 1933. 

Forty-day meet is contemplated by 
new group during 1938 season, with 
site still to be decided upon. Turt 
club will be patterned along lines of 
the Los Angeles Turf club, which 
built Santa Anita track, 


The Payroll 


San Francisco, Dec. 21. 
Personnel confirmations at 1939 
Exposition headquarters here include 
Charles Stanton, public relations di- 


rector, $6,000 a year: Charles H. 
Purcell, executive officer, $7,500; 
James W. Powers, Jr., secretary, 


$6,000; James Smythe, special events 
director, $6,000. 








the International Assn. of Fairs and 
The up over 





1936 is big in many eases. I stands for increase, and D stands for decrease. 
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Coast Showmen’s Shindy Brings Out 
Old Guard; Chew Over Old Days 


> Seennenenieenmiemninneeieinnte 


Los Angeles. Dec. 21. 
Show biz poured out a flood of 
memories, personalities of yesterday 
and today, and together 
more than 400 members of the Pa- 
Coast Showmen’s Assn. last 
Wednesday (15) in the Biltmore Ho- 


brought 
cifie 


tel. It was the 16th annual banquet 
and hall of the group—composed pri- 
marily of outdoor show people. 
Ted LeFors, big top aerialist, was 
chairman of the committee, with of- 


ficers of the association aiding. In- 





| Lincoln 


AUTO PLUG IS OMITTED 


| and Carnival, 


cluded were Will Wright, prexy, now 
with Crafts 20 Big Shows; Ross R. 
Davis, treasurer and manager of the 
Park (L.A.) rides; Frank 
Downie, secretary, partner in 
Downie Bros., tent makers. Emcee 
was Eddie Gamble, now in agency 
biz, while Pat Shanley, another re- 
tired trouper, served as host. 

Leo Carrillo brought greetings 
from the people in pictures and 
reminisced over days on Broadway 
when he and Will Rogers trouped 
together. Yarns of Rogers brought 
cheers from the gang, most of whom 
had known and worked with the 
humorist-cowboy. Carrillo was fill- 
ing several engagements during the 
evening, his activities heightened by 
a political ambition. Plug for the 
actor was put.in after his talk by 
Gamble, who declared Carrillo was 
a candidate for governor of Cali- 
fornia—a statement that Carrillo has 
so far refused to affirm or deny. 

Observers got a chuckle out of 
the show folks for mobbing Carrillo 
for autographs as he made his way 
from speaker’s stand to the exit. 
Most of them had signed many an 
autograph themselves. 


Cards of Honor 

Association honored four with gold 
cards fer outstanding service; Prez 
Will Wright, Frank Downie, Ross R. 
Davis and William Hobday, the lat- 
ter for bringing in most members 
during past year. He is sideshow 
man with Golden State Shows. 

Old showmen and women, and 
new, were liberally represented at 
the celebration. Oldest and longest 
in the biz was John Miller, 71, living 
in Los Angeles now after a lifetime 
under big and little tents. By con- 
trast was Betty Joan Hilderbrand, 
two, and in her second season of 
trouping with the  Hilderbrand 
United Shows. Among old friends 
was Harry Susman, for the past ten 
years in the Orient where he runs 
tent shows from Kobe, Japan, to 
Karachi, India. He is wintering in 
L. A. Ed Smithson, famed long ago 
as a bicycle rider and one of the 
first to do loops, is now an advance 
man. Another advancer is Al ‘Big 
Hat Fisher, 1934 world’s champ 
barker, a title he won at the Chicago 
fair. He is with Clark's Show. Austin 
King, side show inside. manager for 
Ringling, was there—as was Ernest 
Pickering, prez in 1925 and original 
owner of Pickering Pier at Venice 
on the Coast. He is managing Mis- 
sion Beach Park. Olga Celeste, first 
of the woman wild animal trainers, 
is still active, currently on the RKO 
lot keeping a weather eye on a 
couple of leopards used in a pic with 
Katharine Hepburn. She is the 
trainer for Selig Zoo in L. A. and 
often is engaged in picture work. 
Madame Zeno, Ripley shov’ feature, 
and Minnie Fisher, famed in past 
years under the Big Top, were also 
on hand, 

Big Boys Were There 

Among a flock of show owners 
were Owen Craft, Craft's Shows: C. F. 
Zeiger, Zeiger United Shows; Mike 
Krekos, West Coast Amusement Co.; 
Joe Krug, Twentieth Century Shows; 
Ben Martin of Martin’s United Shows 
and Frank W. Bab- 
cock of the Frank W. Babcock 
Shows. W. L. Miller brought greet- 
ings from the Heart of America 
Showmen’s League, Kansas City, and 
J. E. Brown from the Showmen’s 
League of America. Fred Weddle- 
ton brought word of good times 
ahead for Coast showmen at the 
San Franciscc world’s fair, where 
he will direct concessions. 

Funds raised by the annual shindig 
go to the relief fund for aged and 
ill, and to enlarge the cemetery plot 
at Evergreen Cemetery, where the 
association has ample ground to care 
for its own for the next 25 years. 

Officers and committees for 1938 





will be elected at .the final meeting 
this month, 
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MADE FROM FINER, MORE EXPENSIVE TOBACCOS 


| Give cigarettes for Christmas! What cigarette? CAMELS, 

ge of course. There’s no doubt about how much people 
e . : x 

appreciate Camels — the cigarette that’s made from finer, 

e MORE EXPENSIVE TOBACCOS. A gift of Camels 

ies carries a double greeting from you. It says: “Happy 

Holidays and Happy Smoking!” 











(/eft) The famous Christ- 
mas package, the Camel 
carton—10 packs of “20's” 
—200 cigarettes. You'll 
find it at your dealer's. 


| HOPE THE BOYS 
KNOW THAT A 
GIRL ALWAYS 
APPRECIATES 

A GIFT OF CAMEL 

CIGARETTES 


















ASK ME 
WHAT I'D LIKE— 
AND THE ANSWER 
IS THAT BIG 
GLASS HUMIDOR 
OF PRINCE 












(above) Another Christmas special 
—4 boxes of Camels in “flat fifties” 
— wrapped in gay holiday dress, 


Prince 


ait: : a se oe it td 
(right) A pound of 
Prince Albert, ‘ 


packed in a real 


(/ef{t) One pound of mild, 
mellow Prince Albert — 
the “biteless” tobacco — 
packed in the cheerful 
red tin humidor and 
placed in an attractive 


Christmas gift package. 





| BELIEVE IN 
GIVING MEN GIFTS 
THEY CAN USE, SO 
a IM GIVING 
2 THAT SPECIAL I-LB, 
4 CHRISTMAS TIN OF 
PRINCE ALBERT 
















YES SIR THE NATIONAL JOY SMOKE glass humidor that 
If you know a man owns a pipe — you'll keeps the tobacco 
CAMELS HEAD be n :king an appropriate selection if you in prime condition 


give him a big gift package of PRINCE and becomes a wel- 
ALBERT. Prince Albert’s as mild a pipe come possession. 
tobacco as ever delighted a pipe-smoker. Gift wrap. 

It’s easy on the tongue — doesn’t bite. It's 

extra cool, thanks to its “crimp cut.” And 

it’s tops for mellow taste. 


THE LIST OF 
WHAT | WANT 
FOR 
CHRISTMAS 


Copyright, 1937, R. J. Rayoolds Tobacco Company, Winston-Salom, N.C, 
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